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INTRODUCTION. 



Thb object of the following publication is to 
(»resent to the Eaglish novel reader a snooinct 
view of some of the more favoarite prose fic- 
tioDS Current in Giermany, such as they have 
been presetTed trom age to age, even previong to 
the invention of printing, down to the present 
period. It is well known, indeed, that no nation 
is more attached to this class of popular com- 
positions, both in a poeücal and a prosaic foODi 
while no country can boast of writers who hare 
more abundantly produced, or gaore zealously 
treasured tbem up. Some of the least national 
of these, whose origin it is difficult to decide, 
have already become familiar to as through the 
medium of more modern versions, and seem to 
have nataralized themselves in almost every 
Ooontry, whithersoever they have migrated; of 
this character, perhaps, are the Adventures of 
the Travelling Jew, of Fortunatus, Keynard the 
Fox, the Horned Siegfried ; opposed to others 
of a more oatboal cast like Faostns,. Howlt^lass^ 
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Tl INTKODUCTIOIT. 

Henry' Üie lion, Sec. In respect to Aeir generic 
qnalitieg, as distinguished from those of other 
countries, we cannot conrey an idea of them 
more clearly than in the words of Mr. Weber, 
in his lUustrationsof NorÜiem Antiquities, when 
treatinff on the subject of Tentonic poetry and 



" When we compare thete Tentonio ro- 
mances with those of France, Enghind, and 
Spnn, we are immedfartely struck witii the want 
of cfaiTalrouB oonrtesy in the knights, and with 
the praises bestowed npon the most savaga and 
ferocious among them. We hare not here that 
constant obedience and attrition to the ladies, 
who are indeed frequently more savage thaq 
tiirir lerers. The peculiar diablerie of their 
romances is, )>6rhaps, thmr most striking feature. 
The dwarfii who, by the French minstreU, wei« 
represented as mere naturals, and humble at- 
tendants npofl the kni^ls, are here exidted into 
creatures of great cunnit^, having dominion 
over the interior of the earth, consequently pos- 
sessing inealcntable riches, in gold and gems, 
and bariog the strong«* but less sagacious race 
of giants »ittrely under their contronl. The 
history of ihe creation of those thne great classes, 
the dwaifä, giants, and heroes, is given by the 
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IMTKODUCTIOK. *U 

aaäior of tbelVefwte to the Book of Heroes in 
the foHoiviiig muuer: 

" ■ It should be knows for wbat reaaoo God 
created the great giants and the little dwarfs, and 
subsequently the heroes. First, be prodnced the 
dwarfi, beoanse the monntaioa Uy waste and 
uselesH, and valn^le stores of silver and ^Id, 
with genu and pearis, wwe concealed in thom. 
Tlierefore God nude tbe dwarfs right wise and 
oraf^, that thejr oould distinguish good and bad, 
and to what use all things should be applied. 
They knew the nae of gains ; that some of then 
gave strengdi to the wearer, others made him 
invisiUe, «hioh were oaUed Fog-oaps.* There- 
fore G«d gave art and wisdom to them, that the; 
boUt them hollow UUs ; be gnve them nobili^, 
so that they, as weU as the Woes, were kings 
and lords ; and he gave them great riches. And 
the reason why God created the giants, was, that 
they should slay the wild beasts end worms 
(dragons and serpents), and thns enable tbe 
dwarfs to oultirate tbe raoaatains in safety. Bat 
after some time, it happened that the giants be* 
came wioked and un&ithfnl, and did much harm 

* Xebel Kappen.^In th« Tomances theEuetret. th^ tie Bot 
rapruHUEed u («D«, bM u »kindof vail.wLiclireiidaiedereiy 
thing «in»rad bj tlwm loTiiible. 
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VlII IHTBODDCTIOIT. 

to the dwarfs. Hun God cr«atld the heroes, 
vho were of a middle rank, between the dwarfs 
and giants. And it should be known that the 
heroes were worthy and faithful for many yean, 
and that they were created to come to the as- 
fflstance of the dwarfs, against the untaithful 
giants, the beasts and the woitns. The land was 
. then waste, therefore God made strong heroes, 
and gave them §uch a nature, that their mind 
was ever bent on manhood, and on battles and 
fights. Among the dwarfs were many kings, 
who had giants for their servants ; • for they pos- 
sessed rongh coontries, waste forests, and monn- 
tains near their dwellings. The heroes paid 
all observance and honour to the ladies, protected 
widows and orphans, did no harm to women, 
except when their life was in danger, were 
always ready to assist them, and often shewed 
their manhood before them, both in spirit and in 
earnest. It should also be known that th<r 
heroes were always emperors, kings, dokes, 
earls, and served under lords or as knights and 
[Iqiiires; and that they were all noblemen, and 
DO one was a peasant. And from them are de- 
scended all our lords and noblemen.' "* 

■ llloUnitioiia of Noitben Antiqnitüi ; Andsnt TeoMnk 
F<Mti7 ud BtHiiuce. pt).4LS. 
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INTRODÜCTIOK. IX 

We bere close our extract, as it is not in- 
tended to make trial of the reader's literary 
patienoe or taste for black letter research, at the 
«xpeoce of more a^^reeable requisites. To con^ 
bine the two, as far as was conceived quite 
agreeable to the primary and more popular pur- 
poses of all fiction, am using narrative and novelty 
,»f incident, has been the aim of the followii^ 
pag;es, however inadequately accomplished. It 
vronld have opened too vide and unbeaten a 
field of enquiry, and wonld have been too little 
in unison with the light and popular materials of 
the text, to. have attempted any detailed analysis 
and illustration of the indiviclaal origin and 
ramifications of the specimens here selected 
from a rich storehouse of tradiuouary reliques. 
Fur, therefore, from presuming to encroach upon 
the ancient dommn of learned commentators, 
either of this or a preceding age, all that the. 
e^toT has, at most, adventored upon, has been 
to hover a little round the outskirts. To have 
attempted to introduce his readers into all the 
learned labyrinths of those ancient and secladed 
.re^Ds of romance, " from time immemorial, 
set apart for the old wizards and heroes of the 
Dortb," would have been on his part lar too ani' 
bitions an effort. 
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X IWTKO&DCTIOR. 

It ta dae, in fairneu to himself, that the 
editor ^eaU diMbin any pratensiona to tin 
mors recondite leummf and patient naearoh 
■w^h charaoterise the pnrsuits of the genuine 
mtiqtuiiy. Nor would he feel himself jostified 
fal calling for that painfnl attention lo requisite 
OD the part of the reader, f<ur a probier appreaia- 
tion of such laboun. He would not, howerer, 
be understood to insinuate the sl^btegl d^ireoi- 
ation of §uohwoi^; works, whioh throw light 
m^ sfJendonr npon by-gone days, and ooignre 
vp forms of living beauty, or of glory, which 
ware fest disappearing ia the mists of aotiqoity. 
He would rather arow that he hangs with deHgbt 
orw the pages of tbe gifted illnslrators of our 
old poetry mid drama, or of tbe living sueces- 
sors of OUT Bitsons and our Wartons, authors 
who bave gone far to complete those great 
ontlkiee of antiquarian learning and research 
cha&ed oat by their predecessors. 7'o the 
united efforts of Scott, of Wehen, of Jamieson ; 
' of Herbert, of Doace, of Ellis, and of Ehtalop; 
of Percy, of Jobastoue, of Heber, and of 
Lookart; all of whom conjointly, or ■ererelly, 
- bare so ardently engaged in unfolding to ns tbe 
concealed treasures of tbe past,—- we are in- 
debted for that prond distinotioa to wbiob 
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INTEODUCTION. XI 

Snglaod may still lay claim, in the highest walks 
of learniDg, as well as of art ; a distincüoD which 
need not shrink from a comparison with that of 
the most famed academicians of France, or the 
still more recondite and laborious efforts of the 
Germans. 

It IB scarcely necessary further to observe, on 
the part of the present editor, that he has not 
indulged the ambition of aspiring to any share of 
those honours, which have been so amply reaped 
bynames like the preceding; though he may 
perhaps be held excused for attempting to glean 
a few scattered äowers growing in the same 
fields, stretching so widely around the northern 
side of the" Temple of Fame." 

" Of Gothic Btroctora was the aotlhem aide, 
O'erwrooght with ornEuaeati oE bubaroni piide. 
There huge cokwseBioMi with frophie» cuma'd, 
And min'd chencl«!« wete graved aionod ; 
There lat Zamolü with elected ejee, 
And Odin heie in mimic tnncci dies: 
Tliera on rode iron colmnni ■meu'd with blood. 
The honid fbnni of Scythian heroea attwd : 
Drmda and barda 1 — their once loud harp* Diutrnng, 
And jonth» that died to be by poeta nag," 

Torm. 
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deputara, begiiu to luneat orcn biü tli»holic«l en- 

* gagemantj, «nd can talia no rat 9t 

Umr Doctor Fsiutiu fonbei.compluiu of boinc cot off in 
.._ -L the flowai .of hü day», lOii ooademicd to dio M 

liolml ud diaboUoI a kind of death S 

Ho* Aw bate deMos tqnoachei (ha laiiapfj Faoitn* with 



Nowhere followi the cruel uid&i^tfal end uddefutm« 
of Doctor FanKDi, fnm wluch ereiy Chiiatian mkj 
■ee bu own danger, and. take ^elf waning 4M 

The Um «pp«Bl of Doctor Fanitu to hia itndeQti ......406 
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HUMER0U3 AUTHORS AND EDmQNS 



REINEKE FUCHS. 

(rEYN ARD THE FOX.) 



The real ori^ of this very curious comic and sati- 
rical productloa is inrolTed, like most fables of the 
kind, in considerable doubt and perplexity. The 
eaiUest printed German copy would appear to have 
been that of the year 1498, written in the dialect of 
l«wer Saxony ; though there was a Dutch romance, 
in prose, bearing the same title, " Historie van 
Reynaert de Vos," published at Delft, in I486. 
The former one, of 1498, was aCterwaida trans- 
lated into High German, and also bto Latin. It has 
been referred to Tarious individuals as the author ; 
most commonly to Henry Von Alkmai; but that 
his was not the firgt story of the kind, would ap- 
pear from his preface, in which he merely aasumes 
tbe merit of its translatiMi. Nicholas Baumann, 
who ia stated to have written it as a satire upon the 
chancellor of the duke of Juliers, is another author 
to whom it has, with less authority however, been 
atlributed, hia edition bearing no earlier s date than 
1533. In the translation it is stated to have been 
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borrowed ttota the Italian and French toi^ues, but 
its indindual origin is not pointed out. It is lo far 
left in doubt, whether the German author copied 
{torn the Dutch publication at Delft, where the «de 
remaining copy is stiU preserred, or whether both 
were translated or imitated from the French and Ita- 
lian] or some more hidden materials, of which the 
HSS. have now perished. 

At all events, the Lubec edition of 1498 is awork 
10 superior in point of power and skill, ^s well as 
in its comic incidents and delineations, as to confer 
upon it the style and character of an original com- 
position. Its allegorical scenes are well supported ; 
exhibitii^ under a picture of the court of beasts, the 
rariouB intrigues and interests of a human court, 
where every thing is thrown into confusion, and the 
most dangerous plans are adopted, at the instigation 
of a wily favourite. By such means the Lion risks the 
loss of his dominions, wh3e Reynard (who ia sup- 
posed by some to represent the duke of Lorraine), 
and some other personages, doubtleas imitated from 
real life, carry their obnoxious measures. There is 
an old English translation, published by Caxton, 
which was executed, it is said, &om the Flemish 
Teruon or or^jinal. 

Göthe's version is an imitation of the work of 
Alkmar, from the Lower Saxon, composed in hexa- 
meter verse, and in modem phraseology. 

From the number of editions enumerated by the 



V Google 



KXTNA&D TBX lOX. 5 

iMraed Fli^l, in his Histoiy of Comic literature,* 
the German Fox would appear to have been a Buf- 
fer favounte with most nations. Upwards of forty 
editions are mentioned, among which three were 
published in England, besides others which do not 
appear to have come within the scope of the German 
writer. The English prose version of 1694, from 
which the following specimen of the work has been 
abridged, is one of them, consisting of a free transla- 
tion, and occasional abridgment of the edition of 1 498, 
npoa which most of the subsequent editions, indeed, 
both in Gennany and elsewhere, seem to be founded. 

The Gemnan edition of 1 496 appeared at Lubec in 
nnaD 4to, accompanied by woodcuts, in a rude s^le 
of iSustnttion and with a preface of four pages, from 
the pen of Henry Von Alkmax, the work itself cod* 
«stii^- of two hundred and forty-one pt^^es. It is 
composed in common heroic metre, the heroic metre 
of low Dutch ; a copy is still ]H-eserved in the Ducal 
Library at WctfenbUttel, with the followir^ motto : 
Ut ndpi mdolatia. 
Him in del WerUc blyket. 

Sic homiuiB est ntio 
Osljk dfrnvoiH gadiicket. 

At the close is found the date, Anno Domini, 1498, 
Lubek. It was first made known by Professor 

* Geacliidite im KoniMbeii Uttentor, toL i^ p. 40, L^g- 
nib Md £«^MM, 1788, 
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Hadcmann, in 1709, who printed an edition tif it at 
Wolfenbüttel, 1711. In the Preface, Henry Voti 
Alkmar announces himself as a schoolmaster, who 
had borrowed his translation from the French tongue, 
but without tlirowiDg any light upon the real au- 
tiior, or noticing any Dutch writers or commenta- 
tors among his contemporaries. His name has by 
some been conjectured to be a mere fabrication, and 
among others by Henry Lackmati, and by BUsching. 
Most probably, however, sap Flügel, Alkmar waa 
bom in the city of that name in Holland ; he repce* 
sent« himsdf as Hofmeister to the duke of Lothrin- 
gcD (Lorrftine), who died in 1508, at whose request 
the Flemish work was first composed. The Dutdi 
writer expressly disclaims all dtle to its productioti> 
though no prior French and Italian mat^ab, frm 
which he professes to have taken it, have been dis- 
covered. 

Ootbched, in his alition, is inclined to think Alk- 
mar the real ortgiiuJ author, and that be merdy 
feigned its version from other t<mgaes. Thus some 
dispute his word, and others his existence; learned 
opinions clash with still more learned opinions, and 
conjectures are heaped upon conjectures. 

These linforCunately do not appear to have brought 
the learned speculators mudi nearer to the truth : 
the obscure fables of Reynard the Fox, belong, in 
some form or other, to most nations ; their peculiar 
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ori^ loBin^ itself ia the mists of EUiliquity* Nei- 
Ütet do they add any thii^ to the value of the work 
under discussion, at all commensurate to the abun- 
dance and ingenuity of the researches it ha» elicited-t 
What degree of certainty, indeed, can be expected, 
when the only true guide, that of campanson of dates, 
and the local intrinsic evidence of the wotIc, has beeH 
donhtlesa mystified by the wily sir Eeynard, who 
chose to leav« us only vague hypothetical conjectures. 
Without piesuminfi; to enter into the mazes of anti- 
quarian lesearch, which fortunately for the traders 
of a wcffk of entertainment, lies aa far beyond the 
editor's ambitic« as his skill, he may be allowed to 
deduce, from the argumenta set before him, the p'O- 
babüity of sir Reyn^ having brought his learned 
püiBueis to fault by hia usual nue de ^erre ; retumii^ 
to his original seat, on finding himself hatd pressed, 
BO lUty and tofdy, as to render it imposübk foi the 
beat trained scent to track him back to his native 
spot, whether iij French Randers, Holland, Ita^y, 
Genoany, or in the East. He may probably havt 
bad his OTigin in the ancient KeUla and Dimtta m- 
these last regions ; the nurse of oral animals, more 

* The nuaea of asTaial of the chaiactets in lUynaid the Fox 
oocnr üt aame of the reraes or leneutM of tha Troubadoius M 
•uljHlbetwelfthcentuiy. TIma (he nam« of Xugrim the woU, 
and Reinhait, aie found in tna aeirentei, atträated to king 
Bitdtaid L, who «as also one of the Tionbadoun. 

t See Flbeel'i HUtor; of Coimc litETataie.Tol.iii.p. 40— 90. 
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especiaUy of a long race of eloquent aad politic 
foxee, called Choes, celebrated for the wisdom of 
Iheir jnaxims over all India. In justice to our own 
country, we mnst assi^ to it the privity of the 
printed editions of sir Reynard's histories aitd ex- 
{doits, inasmuch as M. Flöget himself, places Caxton's 
edition the earliest in his long series. 

In sulditioii to the early Dutch editiozis, and bcmiw 
among the French and KngUsh, without any authcw's 
names, the most esteemed ara those of Ha«kmanii, 
Gottsched, and Suhl, with the criticisms of other 
Oennaa. scholars, all of whom have vied with each 
other in national zeal to illustrate the traditionary 
relics of their country. 

Swedish and Danish translations are likewise enu- 
merated by M. Flöget, some of which are founded 
upon the more modem Qennan editicHis of the same 
■mmk. Nor are Hebrew and Latin vereions wanting 
to crown the reputation of its favourite hero, who 
Uf^ieaiE to have been viewed, durii^ succeBsive ge- 
jnerationB, as a model of moral and political sagacity. 
. To what prince or minister it was intended to apply, 
and whether as a compliment or a satire, mnst re- 
main doubtful. The various suppositions on this 
head are rejected by the best German editors, who, 
ly>wevsr,have not attempted to substitute any others 
in thw place. 
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REYNARD THE FOX. 



About the Feaat of Pentecost, ^ich U commonly 
called WhiteimtJde, wTien the woods are fiill of lusti- 
bood and soogs of gallantry, and every tree fiesh 
clothed in its vemal garb of glorious leaves and sweet* 
smelling blossoms; when the eartti is covered with 
her fairest mantle of flowers, and all the buds enter" 
tarn her with the delights of their melodiouä songs; 
even at this Joyous period of the lusty spring, the 
Uon, that royal lung of beaBts,ithe monarch of the 
ancient woods, thonght to celebrate this hdiy festival, 
and to &^eep open conrt at his great palace of San* 
b5 
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den, with all triumphant ceremony and magnificeace- 
To this end he made solemn proclamation over all 
hie kingdom to all manner of beasts whatsoever, Üiat 
upon pain of being held in contempt, every ose 
should resort to the approaching cdebration of the 
grand festival. Within a few dap, a.t the time pre- 
fixed, all beasts, both . great and small, came in infi- 
nite numbers crowding to the court, with the excep- 
tion of Reynaid the Fox, who did not appear. Con- 
scious as he was of so many trespasses, and tnms- 
gressions against the lives and fortunes of other 
beasts, he knew that his presence might have put his 
life into great jeopardy, and he forbore. 

Now when the royal monarch had assembled his 
whole court, there were few beasts who had not some 
complaint to make against the fox; but especially 
Isegrim the wolf, who being the first and principal 
comj^nant, came with all his bnet^ and kindred. 
Sttmding uncovered before the king, he said, " Most 
dread and dearest soverei^ lord the king! Humbly 
I beseech you, that from the hei^t and strength of 
your great power, and the multitude of your nuTcies, 
you will graciously take compasaioQ upon ü\e tnsuf- 
feraUe trespassea and injuries which that unworthy 
creature Reynard the Fox, has lately committed' 
against me and my wife, and my whale family. To 
give your majesty some idea of these wrongs, know 
that this Reynold broke into my btmse in my sb- 
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lence, against the will of me and my wife, nheie, 
tindin^ my children laid in their quiet couch, he mal- 
treated them m 80 Tile a manner, especially about tlie 
eyes, that with the sharimess ot the crime they fell 
instantly Uind* Now for this ofience a day was set 
apart, wherein Reynard should &ippeai to justilyUm- 
K\t, and make solemn oath that he was guiltless of 
that foul injury ; but as soon as the holy book was 
taidered to him, he, well knowing his own enormity, 
refused to swear, or rather evaded it, by instantly 
nmnin^ jnto his hole ; in contempt both of your ma- 
jesty and your laws. This, perhaps, my dread Iwd, 
some of the noblest beasts resident at your conrt did 
not know: yet this was not enough to satiate his 
malice, and he continued to trespass against me in 
many other things, which, however, neither youi 
majesty's time nor patience would suffice to hear. 
Enough that my mjuries are so great that nodiii^ 
can exceed them, and the shame and villany that he 
has shewn my wife, is such that I can no longer suf- 

* The moral äayn how a ndoiu man decelTea himielf by 

thinking to eacapa puuiahment bjr absenting himself tima the 
. magistrale'a pteaence. By auch contempt ha ontf »"■""<" his 
enemies in their leaolution to proceed, and mnkea them bolder in 
their complainta againit him. Tlua ii mora psiticalnrl; appli- 
caUe to acciuatiana at coort, aa appeara above, iriuchiflbejlM . 
not (peedil; net, most endangei the fife of the accnaed. 

Old, Esi,Cammim, 
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f«r it to go nnrerenged. From him I am come. to 
demand reparation, aoA from your majesty compas- 
■Jon." 

When .the wolf had spoken these .words there 
stood by him a little hound, whose name was Curttse 
vho now steppii^ forth, also made a grierous com- 
plaint .to the kii^, saying, that in the cold mutet 
season, when the in»t was most violent, and he was 
half starred by. want of prey, having nothing farther 
left him to sustain life than one poor piece of pud- 
dmg, that vile Reynard ran upon him &om ambu^, 
and unjustly seized it. 

Scarcely had these words eec^ted the hound's lipe, 
before in sprang Tibert the cat, with a fierce and angry 
countenance, and falling down at his majesty's feet, 
exclaimed: " Oh, my lord the king, though I must 
OHifeM that the fox is here grievously accused ; yet 
were other beasts' actions searched, each would find 
mongfa to do to clear himself. Touching the com- 
plaint of CuitiBe the hound, it was an ofience com- 
mitted many years ago : and though 1 myself com- 
{dain of no injury, yet was the pndding mine and hot 
his ; for I got it one night out of a mill, when the 
miller' lay adeep. !f Curtise could challenge any 
share thereof, it must be derived solely from me." 
yrhen Panther heard Tibert's words, he stood forth 
and ssud, " Do yon imagine, oh Tibert, that it would 
foe just or good that Reynaid should not be accused. 
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Why, the whole' woHd knows hfi is a murderer, a 
ravisher, and a thief; that he loves not aay creature, 
no, not his majesty himself! and woii^d suffer his 
highness to tose both honour and renown, if he 
thought he could thus obtain so much as the 1^ of a 
litt pullet Let me tell you what I saw him do only 
yesterday to Kayward the hare, now standing in the 
king's presence. Under pretence of teaching poor 
Kayward his creed, and making a good chaplain of 
him, he persuaded him to come and sit between his 
l^B, and siag abud Credo, Credo. I happened to 
pass that way, and heard the song ; and upon g;oing 
nearer, I found that Mr. Reynard had left his first 
note, and began to play in his old key, for he had 
caught Kayward by the throat, and had I not, at that 
moment come, he had certainly taken his life, as 
you may see by Kaywaid's fresh wound under his 
throat. If my lord the king should suffer such con- 
duct to go unpunished, the peace broken, the royal 
digni^ profaned, and the just laws violated, your 
pfincely children many years to come, shall bear the 
slander of this evil." " Doubtless, Panther," cried 
Isegrim, " you say well and true; it is-only fit that 
they diould receive the benefit of justice, who wish 
to live in peace." 
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Tkek spoke Grimbard, who was Reynard's ustei'a 
son, being much moved by anger: " Isegrim, you 
are malicious, and it is a common proveib, lliat 
* malice neyer yet spake well ;' and. what can you 
advance against my kinsman, Reynaidl .1 wiidi 
you had cmly to encounter the risk, that which- 
ever of you had most injured the other, was to be 
hanged, and die a felon's death; for I tell you, were 
he here in court, and -as much in our monarch's 
favour as you are, it would be but small satisfac- 
txxk fw you to beg mercy. You have many times 
bittra and torn my kinsman with your venomous 
teeth, and much oftener than I can reckon; thou^ 
I will recal some instances to your shame.* Can 

* The moral »js, vice ia nev ei vithoat an adTocate. Be a 
man ner ao abandoned, he u nire to find on* oi other to plead 
for hijn, eapecUUy where ttwis is wealth oi greatoe» to boaat 
on the aide of the ofiendei, or bdj aUiaaceof blood to theeeia 
hroui, aa appean in the caie of the goat pleading fbi the fb^ 
Fint, becauae he wai of kin ; neit, be wae rich, and able to M- 
lift him in his deügns ; and lasttj maj be obaened (he inainii- 
ation of the advocate, lAo eicoaea the foz'i fanlti with a new 
fomof penitence, clalung the BTila.thao which Dothiog sooner 
brings a good man to beUer« and to forgire. 

Old E«e- chmi. 
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you have fo^;otten bow you cheated htm in regard 
to die jJaice which he threw down from the cart, 
while you followed aloof for fear? Yet you devoured 
the good "plaice alone, and left him nothing but the 
tMnes, which you could not eat yourself. You play- 
ed the same trick with the fat flitch of bacon, which 
was 80 good, that you took care to devour the whole 
of it yourself. When my uucle entreated his share, 
yon retorted with scorn: ' Fair young man, you shall 
■urdy have your share,' and yet you gave him no- 
Chmg, although he won it at great hazard, inasmuch 
aa the owner contrived to catch my kinsman in a 
sack, from which he with difficulty got away with 
life. Such injuries hath this iBegrim done to Rey- 
naid ; and I beseech your lordships to judge if they 
Sie sufietable. Again be complains, that my kins- 
man hath wronged him in his wife ; and true it is, 
that Reynaird could boast her favour seven years be- 
fore friend Isegrim did wed her. But if my uncle, 
out of courtesy, did pay her attentions, what is that 
to him ? he took her for better and worse ; nor ought 
he to comfdab of any foregoing transaction not bc- 
bmging to him. Wisdom, indeed, would have cau- 
ccekd it, for what credit can he get by the slander of 
his own wife, especially when she is not aggrieved 1 

"NfistcomesKaywanl the hare, with his complaint 
in his throat, which seems to me a mere trifle. If he 
will learn to read and aing, and read not his leesw 
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ui|^t, who will blame the schoolmaBter for giving 
' tum a little vholesome correctioii : for if scholan aie 
not lometimes beatea and chastised, depend upon it, 
the; will never learn. Lastly, Curtise complains, 
that be had stolen a pudding with infinite pains out of 
the window, at a season when victuals are scarce. 
Would not silence better have become such a trans- 
action? for he stole it : ' Male quEcsisti, et male per- 
didisti ;' it was evil won, and evil lost ; and who 
shall dare to blame Reynard for the seizure of stolen 
goods from a thief? it is reasonable, that he who 
understands law, and can discern equity, being also 
of high birth as my kinsman is, should do justice to 
the law. Nay, had be hanged up the hound when he 
took him in the fact, he could have o£feaded none but 
the kins; in doing justice without leave. Yet, out of 
respect to his majesty he did it not, though he reap« 
small thanks for his labour; thus subjected to the 
vilest calumnies, which greatly affect him. For my 
micle is a true and loyal gentleman, noi can he en- 
sure falsehood ; he does nothing without the counsel 
of the priest, and 1 assert, that since our lord the 
king proclaimed peace, he never dreamed of injuring 
.any man. He lives like a recluse ; only eats one 
mml a day, and it is now a year since he tasted flesh, 
as I have been truly informed by some of hia friends 
who saw him only yesterday. He has moreover left 
his castle Malepardus, and abandoned his princely 
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ectat^hment, confining all his vishes to a poor ha- 
nitage. He has forsworn hunting, and scattered 
almKtd his wealth, living alone by alma and good 
iRCn's chaiitiea ; doing infinite penance for his sini, 
M that he is become pale and lean with prayii^ and 
lutiag, for he would fain be with God."* 

Tliua while Grimfaard stood |»%aching, they per- 
ceifed coming down the hill towards them, stout 
Chanticleer the cock, who brought upon a bier a 
4ead hen, whose head Reynard had bitten clean off, 
«sd it was brought before the king to take o^^- 
.nnce thereof. 

■ Wben wicked men canDot compus tbelr iteu^B b; Other 
»Ifii». the; itady decrita «sd iliift to entangle their enemiai, 
Anotg tlieie tbej find none more poweiful than tlie cloak of »- 
I%iai, with which thej impoH upon the eaay faith of the linpl« ' 
■nd lead them into dangen fiom which there is ao «tcttpt bat 
Aipwreck. Tbui the fooliih cock lent cai again to the ily foz. 
■nd the nllj iheep pi to the iheuing again and again. We maj 
alio gather, that thongh an ctU man may be now and th«B ex- 
ewedCv fome nf hie faults, yet still heb nollikelj to cM^ie 
.^iacoTcij at last.— OU£>v. Cmm. 
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Chanticleer marcbmg foremost, hving his wingc 
and smote his feathers piteously, whilst on the other 
ude the t»er went two of his fairest hens, the fairest 
between HoU&nd and Arden. Each of them boie a 
sti&igbt bright burning taper, for they were sisters 
to Goppel that lay dead upon the bier ; and as they 
marched, they cried, " Alack, alack, mid well-a- 
day, for the death of Goppel, our sister dear." Two 
young pullets bore the bier, and cackled so heavily 
and w^t so loud for the death of Goppel, tiieir mo- 
ther, that the very hills echoed to their clamour. On 
reaching the presence of the king. Chanticleer, kneel- 
ing down, spake as follows : " Most mercifid dread 
lord the king t vouchsafe, I do beseech you, to hear 
«od redress the injuries which the fox Reynard hath 
done me and my children, whom you here behcW 
weeping, as well they may. For it was in the be- 
gmning of April, when the weather was fair, I being 
then in the height of my pride and i^umage, sprung 
&om great stock and lineage, with eight valiant sons 
and seven fair daughters by my side, all of whom 
my wife had brought me at a single hatch, all of 
whom were strong and fat, Gtmtting in a yard well 
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fenced roimd about. Here the; had sereial idieds» 
besides hz stout mastiff dogi for their guard, which 
had torn the skins of many wild beasts ; so that my 
ehiklTen felt secure from any eril that might happen 
to those more exposed to the snares of the world ; 
bot Reynard, that false and dissembling traitor, en- 
vying tbeir happy fortune, many times assailed the 
wtHa in Bucb desperate manner, that the dt^ woe 
obliged to be loosed, and they hunted him away. 
Once, indeed, they overtook and Int him, making 
tüin pay the price of his thefr, ^ bis tora akin bore 
witness. Neverthdess he esc^ted, the more the 
|Hty, bat we bved more quietly some time after ; un- 
til at last, be came in the likeness of a hermit, and 
btou^t me a letter to read. It was sealed with 
y<nir majesty's royal seal ; and in it 1 found written, 
thai: yoD had proclaimed peace tiiroughout all yout 
tealm, and that no manner of beasts or fowl were 
longer to injure one another. Reynard affirmed that, 
for his own part, he was become a monk, a cloistered 
recluse, and had vowed to perfonn daily penanc« 
for bia sins. He next shewed me and counted bis 
bead« ; be had his books, and wme a hair shirt next 
to his akin, while in a. very humble tone he said, 
'* You see, sir Chanticleer, you have never need to 
be aftaid of me henceforward ; fw I have vowed 
never mwe to eat flesh. I am now waxed old, and 
would onhf remember my soul : I have yet my noon 
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And my evening prayers to Bay; I rntut tberefore take 
my leave." He departed, un^ng liis credo at he 
irent, and I saw him lie down nnder a h&wäiom. 
These tidings made me exceedingly glad ;< I took no 
further heed, but chuckling my family tc^tber, I 
went to ramble ontside the wall, a step 1 shall for 
ever me. For that same devout Reynard, lying 
under the bush, came creeping between us and the 
^ate; then suddenly surprised one of my cMdren, 
which he thrust into his maw, and to my great sor- 
row bore away. For having tasted the sweetnesi of 
OUT Sesh, neither hunter nor bound can protect us 
from him. Night and day he continues to watch 
fa with such hungry assiduity, that out of fifteen 
children he hath now left me otdy four unslun. 
Yest^day, my daughter Coppel» here, lying dead 
upon her bier, her body being rescued by the ar- 
' rival of a pack of hounds, too late, alas I hath fallen, 
after her mother, a vicüm to big arts. Itiis is my 
just complaint, which 1 refer to your hi^mess's 
mercy to have compasuon upon, and upon my many 
slaughtered children." 

Then spake the king : " Sir Grimbard, hear ytm 
this of your uncle, the reduse t He seems to have 
fastedand j^ayed with a vei^ance ; but if I live 
another year he shall dearly abide it For you, 
Chanticleer, your comf^aint is heard, and shall be 
repaired. We will bestow handsome obseijuies upon 
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your dai^ter dead, laying her in the earth with 
fc4eiaD dii^ and worahip doe. This done»^ ve «ill 
consult with our lords how to do yon rif^t, and 
häng the mnrda^r to justice." 

Then began Üie Plaeedo Domine, «ith all the 
vanes beknigtng; to it, too many to recite ; the diige. 
being done, the body was interred, and over it was 
placed a iair marble stone, polished as bright as glass, 
upMi which was inscribed the following epitaph in 
lai^ letters : " Goppel, Chanticleer's daughter, whom 
Reynard the fox has slam, Iteth here mterred ! — 
Honm, reader, mourn ; for her death was violent 
and lamentable." 

■The monarch next sent for his lords and wisest 
coQDsellorB, to consult how best this foul murder 
committed by Reynard mi|^t be punished. In the 
end it was concluded that he should be sent for, and 
without any excuse be made to appear before the 
king, to answer these charges, and the message be 
delivered by Bruin the bear. The king gave con- 
sent, and calling him before him, said, " Sir Bruin, 
it is otir pleasure that you dehver this message, yet 
in so doing, have a good eye to yourself; for Rey- 
nard is full of policy, and knows well how to dis- 
semble, flatter, and betray. He has a world of 
snares to entangle you withal, and without great ex- 
ercise <^ judgment will make a mock and scorn of 
the most consummate wisdom." 
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" My lord," ftnevered sir Bruin, " let me akme 
with Reynard ; I am not Buch a truant to disaetiwt 
as to become a mock for his knavery." And th« 
foil of jollity the bear took his depaitoie to Catcb 
Reynard : if his return be as jovial, theie ia no fear 
of hi» well speeding.* 



Tr2 next morning away went sir Brain the bear 
in quest of the fox, armed agsunst all kinds of plots 
and deceit whatsoever : and as he went along through 
a dark forest in which Reynard had a by-path which 
he used when he was out hunting, or being hunted, 
he saw a high mountain, over which he must pass to 
reach Malepardus. For though Reynard had many ' 
houses, Malepardus is his chief and most ancient 
casde, and there he resorted both for defence and 

* The king's answer to la Brock ehewa the danger of ezcnc- 
iag bad actions ; for tbeii being disclosed redound to the de- 
fender's shsjne. In Ihn monarch we may see the effects of a good 
disposition, la eipresied in the honours and rites of burial 
bestowed npon Goppel, which is stntiealleiiatiaiifat the griafof 
hei lelationa. The bear's eagemeu to bring the fox shews tha 
pleasure of a malicioos man about to ba empJojed against bit 
enemy, and how fceqnently inch ill hopes miscarry,— £f(y»ct 
fTsm Old Eng. Camm. 
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When Bniin at length came to tlie place, 
he found tbe gates dose shut; at which, after he had 
knocked, sitting upon his tail, be called aloud, " Sil 
Reynaid, aie you at home f 1 am Bruin, your kini- 
man, sent by the king to summon you to court, to 
answer the many, foul accusationa laid at your door. 
His majesty hath taken a great tow, that if you fait 
to ifipear to the summons, your hfe shall answer for 
your contempt, and youi whole goods and honors 
become confiscated to the crown. Therefore, fair 
kinsman, be advised by your friend, and come with 
me to court, in order to shun the fate that will 
otherwise overtake you :" so said the bear. Rey- 
nard, who was lying near the gate, as was his custom, 
basking in the son, hearing these words departed 
into one of his holes, Malepaidus being fiill of many 
intricate and curious apartments, through which he 
could pass in case of dai^;er or for objects of prey, 
where he determined to commune with himsdf 
awhile how best he might counterplot, and bring the 
bear into disgrace, while he added to his own credit 
For he detested the bear ; and at last coming forth, 
said, " Is it you, dear uncle Bruin ? you are exceed- 
ing wdcome, and excuse my delay in saying so ; but 
the truth is, that when you began to speak ] was say- 
ing niy vespers, and devoüon must not be neglected 
for any worldly concerns. Yet I believe he hath 
done you no good service, tioi do I thank him who 
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hath sent you hither, a long and weaiy joume;;, hi 
which your sweat and t«il far elceed the worth of 
the labour peribrmed. It U certain that had you' 
sot come, I had tomorrow attended the court of 
mine own accord. As it in, however, my regret ts 
much diminished, because your counsel just at thil 
time may turn to my double benefit. Alas I uncle, 
could hia majesty find no meanef a messenger than 
your noble self to employ in these trivial affairs? 
Truly it appears strai^ to me, especially since, next 
his royal self, you are of greatest renown, both in 
point of blood and riches. For my part, I would 
that we were both at court, as I fear oar journey will 
he exceedingly troublesome. To say truth, since 
my entire abstinence from flesh, I have lived upon 
strange new meats, which have very much dliagreed 
with me, and swelled my body as if it was about (o 
burst." " Alasl dear cousin," said the bear, " what 
kind of meat can it be that makes you so ill?" 
" Uncle," he rejdied, " what will it avail you to 
know? The food was simple and mean, we poor 
gentry are no lords you know, but are ^ad to eat 
-iroin necessity what others taste for mere wanton- 
ness. Yet not to delay you, that which I eat was 
honey>oombs, lai^, full, and very pleasanL But, 
impelled by hunger, I eat so very immoderately that 
I was afterwards infinitely distempered." "Ayel" 
quoth Bruin, " honeycombs, do you say ? Hold yoa 
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tfaem in Buch sl^ht respect, nephew? Why, sir,' 
it is food for the greatest emperors in the worid': 
help me, fair nephew, to some of these honeycombs, 
and . command me while I Ure; for only a small 
share I will be yooi servant everlastingly."* " You 
aie jesting with me, surely, uncle;" replied the 
fox. . " Jest with you," cried Bruin ! " beshrew my 
heart, then ;. for I am , m such serious good earnest, 
that for a single lick of the same, you shall count 
me among the most faithful of your, kindred." 
" Nay, if you be," returned Reynaid, " I will bring- 
pu «here ten of you would not be able to eat 
the whole at a meaL This I do out of friendship, 
for I . wish to have yours in return, which above all 
things I desire." " Not ten of usi" cried the 

* In this eneomitei . is expressed the diuimuUdon of two 
iricked persons plotting each other's ruin ; in which, though the 
HKist vil^ obtain the uiTantage at firsti the jnit cause preTailfl in 
the end. In (he bear's Tocacilj for honay we see the ill effects 
«fkloose appetite, omittiiig, for the soke of a moment's pleasure, 
turn important business. In the baits heid oat b; the foz is 
abavn the triompli of policj, holding out such temptations as 
are adapted to the chancMr and the occasion. Tbus the poor 
bear is not only wounded and in danger of his life, but mads a 
langhing-stock to Ms enemies ; while the cruelly practised on 
Inmbjuie people display the fate otabad man caughtin his 
own snares, vhen each and all of those he has injured ue eager 
M'Step forward, and have able« at him, in order to revenge 
themselves for his old offences.'- Eitroct/nnn Engtäh Cnam. 
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bear, " Not ten of usl it ia impossiUe; for had 
I all the honey between Hybla and Portugal, I 
could eat the whole of it very Bhortly myself." 
" Then lmaw> uncle, that near at hand, there dwells 
a huBbandman, named Lanfert, who is master of so 
much that you could not consume it in Beven years, 
and this, for youi love and friendship's sake, 1 will 
put into your possession." Bruin now mad for the 
honey, swore, that for one good meal, he would stop 
the mouths of all Reynard's enemies. Smiling at his 
easy creduUty, the latter said : " If you would wish 
for eeren ton, uncle, you shall have it;" and these 
words pleased the bear so much, and made it so 
pleasant, tiiat he could not actually stand for laugh- 
ing. " Well," thought the foi, " this is good for-^ 
tune; though I will assuredly lead him where he 
shall laugh more in reason." He then said : " Uncle, 
we must lose do time, and 1 will spare no pains ; 
such as I would not undertake for any of my kin." 
The bear gave him thanks, and away they went to- 
gether, the fox pnxniaing as much honey as he could 
cany ; but meaning as many stripes as he could un- 
de^. At length they came to Lanferf s house, the 
sight of which made the bear caper for joy. Thia 
Lanfert was a stout brawny carpenter, who the 
other day had brought into his yard a large oak, 
which he had begun to cleave, and struck into it two 
wedges, so that the cleft lay a great way open, at 
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«bich the fox rejoiced, as it was jiut what he wished.' 
Then, with a smiliiig countraiance, tnminf to the 
bear : " Behold now," he said, " dear uncle, and be 
careful of yourself-, for within this tree is contained 
so much honey, that if you can get to it, yon w3l 
find it immeasurable, yet be cautious, good uncle, 
and eat moderately. The combs are sweet and good, 
but & surfeit is always dangerous, and may prove 
trout4esoine on your journey, which I would not for 
the world, as no harm can happen to you but must 
redound to my dishmor." " Gouchti not yourself, 
Iot me iaith, nephew Reynard : I am not such a fool 
but I can temper my appetite if I can only get at the 
boaey." " Tme, I was perhaps too bold to say 
what I did, my best uncle; so I pray you enter in 
at die end, and yon shall there find what you want* 
With alt haate the bear entered the tree with bis ton 
feet forward, and thrust his head into the hole qnite 
orer the ears. Wben the fox saw this, he instantlj 
ran and pulled the wedges out of the tree, so that 
tiie bear remained locked fast Neither flattery nor 
anger now availed the bear ; for his nephew had got 
him in so fast a prison, that it was impossiUe to free 
himself by any manoeuvre. What profited him his 
great strength and valour now ? They only served to 
irritate and annoy him ; and deprived of tül relief, 
he began to howl and bray, to scratch and tumble, 
and make such a noise, that Lanfert came running 
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hastily out of the house, to see what was the matt«, - 
He held a. sharp hook id his baud, and while the' 
bear lay .tearing and roaring in the tree, the foi cried 
ontJD scorn; " He is coming, uncle 1 Ifear you will 
not like the honey; is it good? Do not eat too 
much; pleasant things are apt to surfeit, and yon 
will delay your journey back to court. If your bdly 
be too full, Lanfert will give you drink to digest it :" 
havii^ said which, beset off towards his castle agun. 
Lanfert finding that the bear was taken fast, ran to 
his neighbours and desired them to come. The 
tidings spreading through the town, there was nei-; 
ther man, woman, nor child, but ran to see, some 
with one weapon, and some with another; goads,, 
rakes, broom-staves, and whaterer they could lay 
hands on. The priest bore the handle of a large 
cross, the clerk had holy water, and the priesf s wife, 
dame Jullock, brought her distaff, as she happened 
to be spinning. Nay, the old beldames came, that 
had never a tooth in their heads. Hearing the ap-- 
prooch of this array, Bruin fell into great fear, there 
being none but himself to withstand them ; and as 
they came thundering down upon him, he struggled 
so fiercely, that he contrived to get his head out of 
jeopardy, by leaving behind the best part of the dun, - 
along with his ears, insomuch that never age beheld 
a more foul ugly beast.- For the blood covered 
his face and hands, leaving his claws and skin be-; 
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hind him, so that he'conld hardly move or see. It 
was an ill maricet he came too, for in apite of this tor- 
ment, Lanfert aod his crew came upon him, and bo 
belaboured him with staves and hooks and ralces, 
that it' might well be a wamii^ to every one taten 
in misery, shewihg how the weakest must evermore 
go to the wall. ' This Brum cruelly experienced, 
every one venting their tury upon his hide, even 
Houghlin, with his crooked leg,, and Ludolf with 
the long broad nose ; the one armed with a leadffl 
mall, and the other with an iron bcoui^. None 
lashed so hard as sir Bertolf with the long fingers, 
and none aimoyed him more than Lanfert and Or- 
tam, one beii^ aimed with a sharp Welch hook,, and 
the s^ond with a crooked staff heavily leaded at the 
end, with which he used to play at stab-ball. There 
was Burkin and Armes Ablequack, Bane the priest, 
with his . cross-handle, and Jullock his wife. All 
these, so belaboured, the poor bear, that his life was 
inextreme jeopardy;, he sat and sighed sadly dining; 
the. massacre ; but . the thundering weight j of . Lan- 
feU's fierce blows was the most-cruel to bear. , For 
Djone. Podge, at Casport,was his mother, and his 
lather, n^ Marob, the staple-m^tker, a passing stout 
man when he was alone. From . him ;Bruitt received 
soch a shower of stones, at the. same time that^Lan- 
Gert^s.brother wielded him a savage .blowtupOQ:the 
pate, that he .could no longer: see nor .hear; but 
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made a asperate ]duDge into the adJMiik^ rirer, 
thnmgh a chister of old wives standiDg by, nuioy at 
whom he threw into the water, which was broad and 
deep, among whom was the paraon'a wife. Seeing 
her fioating there Uce a sea-mew, the h(4y man left off 
striking the bear, crying out, " Help, oh hdp; dame 
Jullock is in the vraterl I absolve the man, wcoian, 
or child that saves her, ftom all their sins and trans- 
gressions, past and to come ; and I remit all penance." 
Hearing this, all left the pursuit of the bear to suc- 
cour Dame JoUodi, upon which Bruin cut the stream 
witii ftcA strength, and swam fiway. The priestonly 
pursued him, ciyiug in great rage, " Turn, villain, 
turn, that I may be revenged upon thee." But the 
bear having the advantage of the stream, heeded not 
his caUing, for he was {Hoad of the triuinpdi of bar- 
ing escaped from them. He bitteriy coned the hooey 
ti«e, and more bittedy the fox, who had not only 
betrayed him, but made him lose his hood from his 
&ce, and his leather gloves from his fingers. In this 
ccndition he swam about three miles down the stream, 
«dien be grew so very weary that he was oUiged to 
seek a buidhig. The blood trickled down his 'foce : 
he sighed and drew bis breath so short, that It se^- 
ed as if his last hour was come. 

Hean«4ule the fox, <» his way home, had stiden 
a fat ptdlet, and jrunning through a by-path to elude 
pursuit, he now came towards the ma with infinite 
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joy. For he never doubted but the bear was slain, 
and he therefore said; " Hy fortune is made, for 
.my gretUeet enemy at the court is dead, and no one 
can suspect mei" But as he spoke, hwkug towards 
the liver side, he espied the bear lying down to ease 
litB grievous wounds. At this sight Reynard's heart 
jni^ave him, and he rsilad Inttraly against Lanfert 
the carpenter; cursing him for a sifly fool, that did 
not know how to kill a bear in a trap. " What mad- 
BUU*)" he cried, " would have tost such good veoiaon ; 
SQfat and wholesome, and which lay talcen to his hand ? 
A wise man would have been proud of the foitune 
which Ihou, like a fool, hast neglected." Thus fret- 
jting and chiding he came to the river, where he 
found the bear covered with wounds, which Heynanl 
alone bad caused. Yet he said in scorn as hepassed, 
" Monsieur, Dieu vous g^e 1" " O thou &ul red 
villain," said the bear to himself, " what in^udeoce 
:ean equal thine ?" But Üie fgx contuiued his speech ; 
" What, uncle, have you foi^tten eveiy thing.at JUan- 
fert, or have you paid for the . honey-corobs you 
«Urfe ? I would raUoer pay for them myself, than that 
yon should iuclir any di^race. If the honey was 
good, you may have plenty more at d»e same piice. 
Good uncle, tell me before I go, into whftt onjer do 
jou mean to enter, that you weai this new-fashioned 
hood ? Will you be a mwk, an abbot, or a IViaj ? 
He that shaved your crown, sesms UIso to have eropt 
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youi ears ; your forelock is lost, and your leather 
gloves are gone. Fie, sloven ! go not bare-headed ! 
They say you can sii^ peccaoi rarely." These taunts 
made Bruin mad with tage; but because he could 
not take revenge, be was obliged to let him t^ on. 
At last, to avoid him, he pisnged again into the river 
and landed on the other side, where he began to me- 
ditate how best he might reach the court; for he bad 
lost both his ears and his talons, and could scarcely 
walk. Yet of necessity be must move forward, wjiicb 
he could only do by setting his buttocks upon the 
ground, and tumbling his body over and over. . In 
this manner he first rolled about half a mile, then 
rested, and rolled another half mile, until by dint of 
perseverance, he tumbled bis way to court. Witness- 
ing bis strange method of approach, a number of 
conrtiera gazed upon him as a sort of prodigy, little 
deeming that it was the famous sir Bruin the bear. 

The king himself was the first who recognised 
him, and he said : " It is sir Bruin my servant : what 
villains . have wounded . bim thus ? Where can .he 
have been, that he could contrive it — to bring 
his death as.it were back with him?, let ua hear what 
tidings he has got." " O, my dread - sovere^ 
lord the kmg;" cried out the bear, " I have to com- 
plam grievously. Behold how I am massacred ; a 
massacre I humbly beseech you to revenge on that 
i-false, malignant lleynaid, who bath wrought me this 



jnGoq^Ic 



&ETNAB.D THE FOX. 33 

Ibul di^;race and slaughter, mei^ly because I have 
done your royal pleasure in coDveying him a sum- 
mons to court." Hia majesty then saidj ' How durst 
he do this thm^ ? Now, by my crown I swearj I 
will take such' revenge, as shall make Ibe traitor 
tremble, and remember the foul deed." So forthwith 
the king summoned his whole council, and consulted 
how, and in what way to proceed most efficaciously 
a^nst the wily fox. At length, after much discus- 
sion, it was unanimously concluded, that he'should 
be again summoned to appear and answer his trans- 
gressions in person. The party now appointed to 
execute -the summons was Tibert the cat, being 
equally recommended for his gravity and his wisdoni ; 
an appointment likewise well pleasing to the king. 



Then the Idng called for sir Tibert the cat, and 
said: " Sir Tibert, you shall go to Reynard and sum- 
mon him the second time, and command him to ap- 
pear. and answer his offences ; for though he be cruel 
to .other beasts, to you he is courteous. Assure him 
if be fail at the first summons, that I will take 'so se- 
' c5 
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vex a oouTse agaittst him, and his poeteiity, that hit 
«xaB[4e shall tenify all tfenders." Thea Mtid Tibert 
tbe cat : " My dread lord, tliey were ray foes ^riuch 
ttiHS advised you, for there is iiothin;; I can do that 
tut force him b> c<»iie or to tarry. I do beseech 
your m^esty Bend some one of greyer power: I «m 
■mall and feeble ; for if noble sir Bruin, irtto WM ao 
■bong and mighty, could not ccsnpel him, «hat will 
my weakuesB avail V The Icing Tejrfied : " It n yoar 
«isdom, sir Tibert, that 1 emfdoy, and not yom 
itrength ; many prevail with art, when violeaee n- 
tUFOB home with labor lost." " Well," add Tibnt, 
" since it is your pkasare, it must be accom^shed, 
and heaven make my fortune better than my heart 
presses 1" 

Tibert then made things in readiness and went to 
Halepaidus.* In his journey he saw come flying 
towards him one of St. Martin's birds, to whom the 

' Bj MndiDg the ot to biiig the fbi, ii eipiut the cue et 
miniitsn, who vhen tbej ban besn decciTod by the pride and 
Oatsntotuni of auch ui Ümj did employ and tboi^ht diacreeti 
they become more cuefbl in eelecüng tnily wiee men, capilde 
•f «ücamventing tbe-wiklom of Iheii enemies by MÜInpeiiar 
AilL In the cat** nnwiUiiigneu to go, ii ibewn how aTime a 
vile man ii to meddle in dangerooi matten, eipecially when 
they have aenie to He, tliat the pai^ with whom they are about 
to leal ii mere than tbeii match* Yet, when tAithoiity will 
«nploy tfama, it baKmua theil dot; to <A«y, tfifl to eSMt «bil 
1% •■««Ua.— brnM^T»» OU Enf. Com. 
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ttot cried alottd, " Hail ! gentle bird I I beseech tliee 
tuxD thy wings, and fly on my light hand." But the 
biid, alas, äew on the left ^de, at which si|^t thecal 
grew very heavy, for he was well skilled in augvry, 
and knew the sign to be ominouH. Neveitiielew, as 
many do, he armed himself with better hop«>, and 
went to Malepardns, where he found the fox stand- 
ing before the castle gates, to vfaom Tibert said: 
" Health to my fair cousin Beynard; the king by me 
nmimcms you to the conit, in which if you fail oi 
delay, there is nothing that can prevent your sadde« 
and cruel de^." The fox answered, " Welcome, 
dear cousin Tibert ; I obey your command, and wish 
the king my lord inSuke days of happiness. Only 
let me entreat you to fest with me to night, and 
ftccept such cheer as my Njoiple house afibrdb To« 
morrow as early as you will, we will prooeed towards 
the court, for I have no kinsman whom 1 trust bo 
nearly as yourself. There came hither the oither day 
that treacherous knight sir Bruin, who looked upo» 
me with that tyrannous cruelty, that I would not finr 
the wealth of an empire hazard my person with him ; 
but with you, dear cousin, I will go, were a thousand 
diseases eating up my vitals," Tibert replied : * You 
gpeak like a noble gentleman, and it will now perhaps 
be best to move forward, for the moon shines ai 
bright as day." ** Nay, dear cousin," said the fox, 
*'let us take day before us, so ^at we may know our 
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friends when we meet ; the night is full of dangers and 
suspicions." Well," said the other, " if it be your 
pleasurej I am content; what shall wC eat ?" Reynard 
said, " Truly my store is small, the best I hare is a 
boney-comb too pleasant and sweet, what think you 
of'it yourself!" Tibert replied, " It is'ffieat I little 
care for, and seldom eat : I had' rather have a single 
■nwusethan all the honey in Europe." - " A mouse, 
dearcousin," said Reynard, " why here dwells hard 
by a priest, who has a' bam so fidlof mice, that I 
believe half the- wains in the parish would not carry 
thejnaway." "Then, dear Reynard," cried the cat, "do 
but you lead me thither, and make me your servant 
forever." " But," said the" fox, "do you love mice 
so much as that comes to?" " Beyond expression, 
I do," -quoth the other, " a mouse is better than any 
venison, or the best cates on a prince's table. Con- 
duct me therefore thither and command me after- 
wards in any of your affairs. Had you slain my 
father, my mother, and all my kin, I would freely 
forgive you now." 
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" SwREiY," said Reynard, " you do but jest !" " No 
by my life," replied the cat. " Well, then, if you be 
in earnest, I will so contrive this very night, that you 
shall have your fill." " Is it possible V said the cat. 
" Only follow me," said Reynard, " I will bring you 
to the place j^esently." So away they went with. all 
speed towaida. the priest's ham, well fenced abmit 
with a mud wall, where, but the night before, the 
fox had broken. in, and stolen an exceeding fat pullet 
from the jolly priest. Now the priest was so angry, 
that. he had set a trap before the hole to catch the 
drief at bis next coming, which the fox well knew, 
and dierafore he ssud to the cat : " sir Tibert, 
here is the hole, creep in 1 It will not take you a 
minute before you find more mice than you are able 
to devour: hear you how they squeak? But come 
back' when you are full and I will wait here for you, 
that we may then proceed together towards court. 
Stay not long, for I know my wife is expecting us." 
" But think you, I may safely enter in at this hole?" 
inquired the cat; " these priest«. are very wily.aud 
subtly,, and o^en conceal their snares very clos« ; 
making the rash fool sorely repent." " Why, .cousin 
Tibert," said Reynard, '?are you turning coward? 
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What, roan, fear you a shadow V Quite ashamed, 
the cat sprang quickly in, and was caught fast by the 
neck in the gin. He tried to leap back, which only 
brought the snaie closer, so that be waa half stran- 
gled, and straggled and ciied out piteoaaty. Reynard 
stood before the hole and heaid all, at which he 
gready r^oiced, and ciied in scorn, " Cousin Tibett, 
love you mice ? I hope they are fat for your sake. 
Did the Priest or Martinet know of yonr feasting, I 
know them bo well, they would faring you sauce to your 
meat very quickly. What, you sing at your meat : is 
that the court fadiion now ? If bo, I only wish, that 
Isegrim the wolf bore you comi»iiy, that all nay 
jrimds might feast together." 

Meanwhile the poor cat was fast, and mewed so 
sadly, äkat Martinet leaped out of his bed and oied 
to his people, " Up, upl for the thief is taken that 
cau^t our hens." At these words Ihie priest nn- 
hickily rose, awaking his whole bousdiold, and erbr- 
ing, " The fox is taken! the fox is tt^eal" Not 
half dressed, he handed his wife the sacred lap«', 
and running first, he smote Tibeit a blow with a 
huge atafi', vbUe many others followed his examjde. 
The cat received many deadly Uows ; for the anger 
of Martinet was so gteat, that he struck out one of 
the cat's eyes, which be did to please the priest, in- 
tending to dash out the poor Tibert's brmns at a 
Uow. Beholding death so near, sir Tibet made a 
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asperate effort, and jumping between the piiest*» 
legs, fastened there in a style that caused him the 
most excnictating pain. When dame Jiillock, his 
wife, saw this, she cried out, and swore in the bitter^ 
ncBS of hCT heart, and withal cursed the gin, wbicb 
she wished, along with its inrentor, at the devil. 

AD this while Reynard stood before the hole, and 
leeing -what passed, laughed so excessively that be 
was ready to burst ; but tite poor pnest fell down in 
a swoon, and every one left the cat, in order to 
revive l&c priest. During this last scene, the fox set 
eff back again to Malepaidus, for he believed that it 
was now all over with sir Tibert. But he, seeing his 
foes BO busy about the priest, began to gnaw his 
cord, until he bit it quite asunder. He then leaped 
oat of the hole, and went roaring and tumbling like 
his predecessor, the bear, back to the court. Before he 
reached it, it was wide day, and the sun being risen, 
he entered the lung's court in a most pitiful )^ght. 
For his body was beaten and bruised to a jelly, owing 
to the fox's craft; his bones were shivered and Yxo- 
ken, one of his eyes lost, and his skin rent and 
manned. This when the king beheld, he grew a 
thousand times more angry than before. He sum- 
moned his council, and debated upon the surest 
means of revenging such injuries upon the head of 
the fox. After long consultation Grimhard the goat, 
Reynard's ■iater's son, stud to the rest of the king's 
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CDjmcü) " Oood, my lords, though my uncle were 
twice aa bad as he ia represented, yet there is remedy 
enough against his mischiefs, and it is fit you do him 
the justice due to a man of his rank, by summoning 
him, a third time, and then it will be time to pro- 
nounce him guilty . of all that is laid to bis chai^." 
" But," said his majesty, " vho will now be found 
so desperate as to hazard his hands, his ean, nay, 
his very Ufe, with one so tyrannical and irreligioua V 
" Truly," answered the goat, " if it please your, ma- 
jesty, I am that desperate person, who will, venture 
to carry, the message to my most subtle Idnsman, if 
your highness but command. me." 



The» ' said the king, " Oo, Grimbaid, for I com- 
mand you ; yet take good heed of Reynard, for he 
is subtle and malicious." Giimbard thanked his 

* In tke miuion of the goat U abcwn the policy of nnplojuig 
the vicioiv inan'i vcapoiu tgunit bimwlf. When ha on be 
prevailed upon b; no olbei mrani, it U most politic to aend one 
of his o<ra kindred, u cunning at himself, vho bj the dispU; of 
sflection and'of aigiuoent, tnny wiiihim otbtj u affectioa b , 
known to be a pmailing laatot.—EitTMtßmi Old EHg.^ Camm. 



V Google 



.REVHARD THE FOX. 41 

'majesty; and so taking his humble leave, he went 
to Malepaidus, where he found Reynard, and Er- 
melin, his wife, amusing themselves with their chil- 
dren. Having first saluted his aunt and uncle, he 
said, " Take heed, fair uncle, lest your absence irom 
court cause more mischief than the offence deserves. 
Indeed, it is high time to appear, for delay brings 
only greater danger and punishment. The complaints 
against you are infinite, and this is your third sum- 
mons. Your wisdom may therefore tell you, that 
no hope of mercy can longer remain for you and 
yours ; within three days your castle will be be- 
leaguered and demolished, your kindred made slaves, 
and you yourself reserved for a public example. 
Do, my dear uncle, then, I beseech you, recal your 
better wisdom, and return with me forthwith to the 
court. ' I doubt not but your discretion - will find 
words to- excuse you; for you have surmounted many 
wondertiil perils, and brou^t your foes to shame, whilst 
the innocence of your cause hath often borne you 
spotless from the tribunal." Reynard answered and 
said, " Nephew, you say true ; I will be advised, 
«nd go with you ; not to answer for offences, but be- 
cause I know that the court stands in need of my 
cotmsel. Nor do I dbubt the king's mercy if I can 
once gain bis ear, though mine offences were double, 
and my sins as red as scarlet ; for I know the court 
cannot stand without me, and that bis majesty shall 
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tfuly understand. Though I know 1 have many 
«uemiea, yet it troubles me not, for my mnoeence 
shall confound their inquiries, and they shall learu to 
their cost, that in high matters of atat« and poU<!y 
Reynard cannot be dispensed with. They may harp 
upon injuries as long; as they please, but the pith,of 
the affair must rest upon my relation. Their eovy 
made me leave tbe court ; for though their shallow 
wito cannot ifisgrace me, their multitudes may at last 
(fiprese me. Still, sef^ew, I will go with you to 
the court, and beard my enemies to their face, for I 
vrill not haeard the welfare of my wife and childr^i 
by opposing the king, he is too powerful ; and though 
he do me great injury, I will ever bear it patiently." 
Having thus spolcen, he turned to his wife, and said, 
" Dame &melin, take care of my children, especiaUy 
Ileynikin, my youngest boy, for he has much of m; 
love, and I hope he will f<^ow in my steps. Rossd 
too {Homises well, and I love them both truly. Th«»- 
fore have an eye upon them, and if I should escape, 
doubt not but my love shall requite you." At tbeae 
words Ermelin wept, and could not say farewell, and 
ber children Jhowled to see their mother's sorrow ; 
for their lord and [»ovider was gone, asd Halepar- 
duB left unrictualled. 
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When Reynard and Grimbard had proceeded some 
way on their journey, the former stopped and 
«aid, " Fair nephew, blame me not if I say my heart 
is very heaTy, for my life is in great jeopardy. Would 
that to blot out my m^fold sins and cast off so 
great a burden, I might here repent and be shriven 
by you. I know you aie holy ; and having received 
penance for my sin, my soul wiU be more quiet 
within me." Grimbard bid him proceed. " Then," 
said the fox, " Confitebor tibi, pater." " Nay," in- 
terrupted the Brock, " if you will shrive to me, do 
it in English, that I may understand you," " Then," 
resumed Reynard, " I have grievously offended 

* Whrni evil men f!Ül Into dangets they are alwljs moat isli- 
gkiaa. By aping a shew of penitence, Uioy liy to more pity in 
tU wbo calmot penetrate the folda of theii knKTery and deceit. 
Tluu, however bad, Ihey coutrivo to keep a good name, and 
innKMM upon the good opinion of the public By the abiDlntio& 
giren to the tax, ia seen how soon an honeN limple man nn^ be 
bmagfat to believe a buTe'e penitence, and haw leady he ia to 
IbipTa^Min «ny eigne of contritiim. The Iblt^ung the goat 
nrnnd by the nonaitety, and eeiiing upon the atpaoi »hewi that 
where «ice baa become habitual, it «ill atill continne (o break 
out, in apila of all the hjpociiiy employed to conceal it. A 
knave will be a knave notvrithetaading all pereuaiioD and good 
counael to the coatraiy, — Eitneljram Old Eitg, Cmn. 
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against all the beasts that live, and especially against 
mine uncle Bruin the betur, whom I lately almost 
massacred, and Tibeit the cat, . whom I no less 
cruelly ensnared in a ^n. I have treapasBed against 
Chanticleer and his cliildren, and have devoured 
many of them. Nay, the king has not been safe 
from my maUce ; for I have slandered him, and not 
respected the name of the queen. I have betrayed 
Isegrim the wolf, whUe I called him uncle, thoi^h 
no part of his blood ran in my veins. I made him a 
monk of Esinaue, where I became also one of the 
order, only to do him open mischief. I made him 
bind his foot to the bell rope to teach him to ring ; 
but the peal had like to have cost him his life, the 
parishioners beat and wounded him so very sorely. 
After this I taught him to catch fish ; but he got 
soundly beaten for it, and beareth the stripes to this 
moment. 'I led Kim into a rich priest's house to 
steal bacon, where he eat so much, that unable to 
get out where he came in, I rais^ all the town upon 
him ; and while the priest ran from table, I seized 
upon a fat fowl, while the [»iest and his people were 
busy cudgelling the sides of Isegrim. At, last the 
wolf fell down as if he had been dead, and they 
dragged his body over rocks and stones until they 
came to an old ditch, where they threw him in. 
There he lay groaning all night, and how he ever got 
thence l^know.not Another time I ledhim to.a 
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|dace, where I told faim there were B6ven cocksaud 
hens perched - blather all id excellent conditioa, 
and: hard ■ by atood a: false door, upon which we 
climbed. ^ I said that if he could contrive to creep in, 
he. should have the fowls. Isegrim with much joy 
-went laughing to the door, and pushing forward, he 
said,' ' Reynard, you deceive me ; for here is no- 
Üiing.'< 'Then,' rephed I, 'uncle, they must' be 
farther in ; and if you will have them, you must 
venture for them.' At this the wolf going a little 
farther, I gave him a push forward, so that he fell 
down into the house with such an infernal noise and 
clatter, that all who were asleep in the house awoke, 
and cried out, ' What dreadful noise was that ? what 
has fallen trom the trap-door?' So they rose, one 
and all, hghted a candle, and espying him, took 
such measures that they wounded him almost to 
death. Thus I broi^ht the wolf into many hazards 
ot his life, more than I can well remember ; but I 
will' repeat tiiem to you hereafter, as they occur to 
me. I have also most grievously offended against 
dame Ersewinde, his - wife, of which I much repent 
me,' as it was highly to her discredit." " Uncle," 
said Gninbaid," you. make your shrift imperfect; I" 
hardly understand you," " Pardon me, sweet ne- 
ph^ ; hut you know I dislike casting aspersions on 
women ; it is simply tiiat she liked me, and preferred 
my company to that of Isegrim. Thus 1 have told 
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you Edl my wickedness ; and now ordei my penance 
as shall seem best." Now Orimbtud being both 
learned and wise, bidce a switch from a tiee« and 
said, " Nephew, you- shall three times strike youi 
body with this rod; then lay it down upon the 
ground, and sprit^ three times over it without stum- 
bling 01 bending your legs. This done, you shaU 
take it up and kiss it gently, in sign of your meek- 
nesB and obedience to your penance, nben you will 
be absolved of your sins committed (o this day ; fw 
I {»onounce you a clear remission." At this the 
fox was exceedingly glad, and then Grimbard said, 
" See äiat henceforth, uncle, you do good woiks ; 
read yoiu psalter, go to church, fast, and keep vigils, 
all holydays; give alms, and abandon your sinM 
life. Avoid theft and treason; so that by doing 
these things, no doubt you shall obtain mercy from ~ 
the king." All these the fox promised, and so they 
went journeying together towards the court. 

Not far frran the road side there stood a dwelling 
of holy nuuB, where many geese and c^wns were 
seen wandering without the walls. Aa they were 
conversing, the fox gradually drew Grimbaid out of 
the right path, and finding the pullets picking near 
t^e bam, among which was a fine fat capon that had 
strayed a little way from the rest, be made a sudden 
spring and caught him by the featiters which flew 
about his ears ; ^t the capon escaped. At this sight 
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Orimbard cried out, " Accursed wretch, what would 
you do? will you for a ailly pullet again fall iato all 
your sins?" To which Reynard answered, " Pardon 
me, dear nephew; but I had forgotten myself; I do 
entreat your foi^veness, and my eye shall not wan- 
der." They then went over a little bridg«, the fox 
still glancing his eye towards the pallets as if it were 
impossible for him to refrain ; for the evil was bred 
in his bones, and it stuck fast to his flesh; his heart 
carried his eyes that way as long as he could see 
diem. The goat, aware of this; again said, " For 
shame, dissembler, why wander your eyes after the 
fowl V The fox replied, " Nay, nephew, you do 
me wrong, you mistake my looks ; for I was merely 
Baying a paternoster for the souls of all the pullets 
and geese which I have slain before my piety inter- 
fered." " Well," said Grimbard, " it may be so ; but 
yonr glances are very suspicious." Now by this 
time they had regained the high way, and pushed on 
more speedily to the court, which the fox no sooner 
saw than his heart began to quake for fear. He 
knew too well the crimes he had to answer for ; they 
were indeed infinite and heinous. 
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As soon aa the tidings spread, that R«ynBid(he Fox> 
and hit) kinsman Grimbard, were arrived at court, aU 
ranks, from the highest to the lowest, prepared ac- 
cusatjons gainst the fox. His heart quaked within 
him, but his countenance was, as usua], calm and. 
confident, and he hore himself as proudly as before. 
His nephew attended him through the streets, and 
he. walked as gallantly into the court as if he had. 
been the king's son, and free from every imputatioa- 
whatsoerer. When he came opposite the chair of 
state in which the king sat, he stopped and said : " Hea- 
ven long give your .majesty glory and renown, above- 
all princes of the earth. I assure your majesty that- 
no monarch had ever a more . faithful servant than I 
have been; thaalnowam, and so in -spite of my 
enemies will die. For, my dread liege lord, I know 
that many are plotting my destruction in this court, 
if they could prevail with your majesty; but you 
scorn the slanders of malice ; and though in these 
days flatterers succeed in princes' courts, it is not bo 
with you, nor mil they reap any thing hut shaqie 
^or their reward." But the king cut him short at 
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these words,* and cried, " Peace, treachenniB Rey- 
nard! I know your dissimulation, and can expound 
your Battery, yet both shall now fail you at your 
Beed. Think you I will be taken with the music of 
smooth woids ? No, it has but too often deceived me. 
The peace which I hare proclaimed and swont to, 
that have you broken 1" And as the king wasproceed- 
ing, Chanticleer cried out : " Oh, how I have lost the 
benefit of that noble peace \" " Be BtÜl, Chanticleer," 
cried the king, " let me proceed. Thou devil among 
the iimocNit, with what face canst thou say thou 
loveat me, and seest all these wretched creatures 
ready to' disprove thy words ; yea, whose wounds yet 
spit bloody defiance at thee; and for which thy 
dearest bfe shall sooB auswar." " /nnomins Patrii" 
cried the fox ; " what, my dread loid, if Bruin'a 
crown be bloody, what is that to me ? If your majesty 
employed him in a message, iriiich he neglected, to 
steal honey at the carpenter's house, where he got 
his wounds, am I to blame ? IF revenge he sought 
why did he not take it himself; he is strong and puis- 
sant ; it was not to be considered as my weakness. 

* In Ütt litm » hen eipmwd tha Iswfulneu of jtutiee, and 
bow t«mbU ic ifl to ersiy offender ; in pinicalar, indi ta have 
the conxionwiMi at aeciet gnüt vithin tliein. Tbl fbi'a bold 
depoRment, ibowl the impndence of old malefacton, who try to 
nil agaiiut othen; but trntli and justice eaonot be hoodwinked« 
Et.fnm Otd B,gSA Cami. 
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A» tot "nbert the eat, whom I received «itb dl 
friend^p, if he would steal into äie piieet's haht 
ttgdilist mj advice, and there hae hii eyes, nay hia 
1^, m whathai« loffisoded? Wan I Tibert's keeper» 
wthe gnaidiaii of the great ben? Oh, my dread 
iMd t you may do your royal pleasure ; notwidistand- 
iag my perfect innocence, you may a<^ndge me to 
die; for I am your poor vassal, and look only ftx 
yarn mercy. I know your strength and my own 
weokneas ; my death would yield you «maH satisfac- 
tiOD, yet whatever your ^ood will and pleasure be, 
Am to in© d»a!l prove most acceptaMe." 

yfhik be tbas spoke, BeSin the nun stepped forth, 
alon^ with his ewe-dam Oleway, and besought the 
king^ to hear their complaint ; and next Bruin the 
bear with all his lineage, foHowed by Tibert the cat, 
Isegrim Ae vi<Af, Kaywaid the hare, Paulter the boar, 
andseariy alt the other beasts of the court, who 
roie wiA one acccffd, crymg for vengeance npon the 
fox, vith such clamour that the king was induced 
to Mder the fox to be there secured and arrested. 



Ubon this MTeet a cabinet council' was summoned, 
aiHt eveiy voice was in favour of Reynaid's execu- 
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tioa; though heaaBwerodereiyacctiaatioiiferMtint 
«üb a «Andeifiil degree at art, to the admintioa of 
d the c^nit. WitawMes bowerer wem«zaauBad, tb« 
pnobaetablUMd; ^e flax wu condsiiBed mdJNdg- 
aunt recorded. He iras to be luuiged 19 by tbe 
aeck till be was deftd ; at which sentraice the fox cast 
dcOTB fail head, all hie jollity was fled, and no ftattory 
or tmooth wwda any longer availed. 

This bein^ reaobed, Grimbard hU nephew, and 
■eretal others nearest him la blood, unable to eodizro 
the sight of bis death, took leave <ä the king and 
left the court. Whan tbe monarch saw sa many gal- 
lant gentlemen depart, att sad and weeping, being 
near in blood and alliance to the prisoner, he said to 
honaelf, " It behovea me to take good coooiel what 
I am aboid, for th(Kigh Reynard has &ults, he has 
maay ftiends and more virtues." As tbe king was 
thus pondering, Tibert said to sir Bruin, " Why are 
yon H> dpw m the execution of you; aantence, and you 
sir la^iim? See you not the» are m^y burttes 
and hedges ; it is sear evening, and if the fOMaaei 
escape, his subtlety ia so great, that all the art in the 
world will never again entangle him. If yon neaa 
to execute him, proceed qiü:kly.-»>It vrill be night 
before tbe gaHow« can be made." At ^leee wwde 
Is^rim exclaimed, suddenly i^Millecttng hinisdf, 
""There is a pair of gallows hard by;" at the same 
time he fetched a deep sigh I " What, are you afraid. 
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sir Iiegrim ; or is this execution againBt your miad!" 
said Tibert, " remember. the hanging of both your 
kinsmen was his work. Had you now a proper gense- 
of justice, you would hang him for the same and not 
stand trifling thus." Isegrim, half angry, answered, 
" Your anger puts out the eye of your better reason, 
though if we had a halter that would fit his neck, we 
would soon despatch him." Reynard, who had long 
remained silent, said ; " Yes, I beseech you to shorCen 
my pain ; sir Tibert has a cord strong enough, in 
which he himself was hanged at the priest's house, 
when he got between the holy Aian's legs and bit him 
80 dreadfiiUy. Bendes, he can climb well ; let him 
mount and be my executioner ; for it would be a di»- 
credit both to sir Bruin and sir Isegrim, thus to 
treat their own nephew.* I am sorry I Uve to see it; 
but unce you are resolved to be my hai^men, play 
your parts and delay not Go before, uncle Bruin, 
and lead the way : follow me Isegrim my cousin, and 
beware I escape not." " You say well," said Bruin, 
" it is the best conasel I ever heard you give." 

* Ttie violcDce of the beu, tha wolf, and Ibe cat, pamiiag 
Rajmud even to execution, iliew* the malice of great peiiona 
Agsinot their enemie'. The foi'e patience a^ mild temper, also 
■hem, that «hen men are in extieroity, the; muit make lue <rf 
all tbeii lirtnea, eipedally meekneu, which moai inunnate* 
itself into men's good opinion, and eicilei eoinpaeiion ; while 
radensei and «iolance odIj incieaie the mischief, — Et./nm Old 
Eif.Cimm, 
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- 'So forth the; went, and Isegrim and all his friends 
yarded Reynard, leading him by the neck and other 
lATtsof his'body, at which usage the ftw felt quit« 
dismayed. Yet he said meekly, " Why put your- 
self to all this trouble, my best kinsman ? Believe me, 
I could well entreat your foi^veness, though you re- 
joice in my sufferii^. Still I know, that did my 
aunt, your wife, see what was passing, she would not 
see me thus cruelly tormented, were it only for old 
affection's sake. But do with me as you will ; I 
must endure the worst : as for Bruin and Tibert, I 
Jeave my revenge to jusdce, and to you the reward 
of traitors. I know my worst, fortune and death 
can come but once. I wish it were already past, for 
to. me it is no terror. I saw my brave father die, 
and how quickly he vanished I The worst of death 
is therefore familiar to me." " Then," smd sir Ise- 
grim, "let us make haste, for his curse shall not 
light'upon me by delaying ;" so he on one side, and 
sir Bruin on the other, they led the fox to the gal- 
lows ; Tibert skipping before them with the halter. 

On reaching the place of execution, the king, the 
queen, and all the nobility took their place, to behold 
the fox die. Reynard, thov^h tidl of sorrow and 
dismay, was still busy thinking how he might es- 
cape, and t^n triumph over his proud enemies, by 
drawing the king over to his party. " Though the 
king," he said to himself, " be offended with me, as 
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he hot legson eaough, heaven knows, yet 1 may jKr- 
hf^ üve to become hia hoatxa frieDd." While thus 
cogitating, the vdf tiaid, " Now, bit Bruin, remeiaber 
your iiyurieB ; r&renge yonradf well ; for the day is 
come ve have bo long looked for. Go, Tibert, and 
mount the gallows-tree with the rope, and make a 
ninnii^ nooae, for you riiell have your will of your 
enemy. Take heed, good air Bruin, that he eludes 
IIB not, and I wül now {Jace die ladder; when 
every thing will be compete." Thiq b^ng doQe ßue 
fox ^x)ke ; " Now wdl may my heart be heavy, for 
death atandg in all his naked homrs before my eyea, 
and I cannot escape. Oh, siy dreftd lord the king, 
and you, my imvereign lenly the queen, -tmi all yOH, 
my lords and gentlemen, here tusemUed to aes me 
die, I beseech you grant me this one cfawitaUe bdan. 
Xet me unburthen my heart be&xe you, and etetnie 
my soul of its manifcdd sins, so that hereafter no man 
nuiy be unjustly accused or executed for my secret 
misdeeds. This done, deadi will come more easy to 
me, and the aeaistance of your prayos will lift my 
soul, I doubt not, tothe Aiea." 
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All now took compassion on the fox, and beaeeched 
the kmg to grant his request; which was 'done. 
And then the fox spake : " Help me heaven I for I 
see no man here whom I have not offended. Tet 
this was not &om evil incliaatioa ; for in my youth I 
was accounted as virtuous as any breathing ; 1 play- 
ed with the lambs all day long, and took delight in 
their pretty bleating. But once in my play I bit one, 
and the taste of its blood was so sweet, that evtr 
since I could not forbear. This evil humcntr drew 
me into the woods amoi^ the goats ; where, heanng 
äie bleating of the young kids, I slew oae, and after 
two more, which made me so hardy, that I began to 
murder geese and pullets. Thus my crime growing 
\>y habit, the fancy so possessed me, that all was fish 
that was caught in my net. In the winter season I 
met with Isegrim, as he lay under a hollow tree, and 
he unfolded unto me how he was my uncle, and laid 
the pedigree down bo {Jain, that from that day Sorth 
we became companions. A friendship, 1 have rea- 
SOD to curse ; for then, indeed, began the history of 
our thefts and slaughters. He stole the great {hubs 
and I the small ; he murdered nobles and I the 
meanest subjects ; and in all these actions hia shan 
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was ever the greatest When he caught a. calf, a 
ram, or a vether, his voracity would haidly affoid 
me the bones to pick. When he mustered an ox or 
a cow, be first served himself, his wife, and all his 
family, nothing remaining, I say, for me hut the bare 
bones. I state not this as having been in want, it 
being well known that I have more plate, jewels, and 
coin, than twenty carts would cany ; but only to shew 
his vile ingratitude." When the king heard him 
speak of this infinite wealth, his heart grew inflamed 
with avarice ; and, iuteinipting the prisoner, he said : 
" Reynud, where is that treasure you speak of?" 
The fox answered: " My lord, I will gladly infonn 
you; though it be true the wealth was stolen, and 
had it not been so stolen it would have cost your 
majesty his life, which heaven long preserve." The 
queen here started, and said in great dismay, " What 
are these dangers you speak of, Reynard ? I do com- 
mand ye to unfold these doubtful speeches, and to 
keep nothing concealed that aSects the life of my 
dread lord ; go on." 

The fox, with a sorrowful countenance, re|died: 
" Oh, my dread sovereign lady, I would that 1 mi^t 
now die, did not your commands and the health of 
my own soul so prevail with me, that I must dis- 
charge my conscience, and yet speak nothing but 
what I will make good at the hazard of damnation. 
True it is, that the king was to have been cruelly 
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despatched by bis own pecfile : yea I must confess by 
vaae of my nearest kindred, whom I would not ac- 
cuse, did not the health of my bouI,' and my fealty to 
the king command me to do so." The king, much 
perplexed at this discovery, said, " Can it be true, 
Reynard, what you say V The fox answered, " Alas, 
my dread lord, you see the case in which I stand; 
how small a sand is left in my poor glass to run. I 
will dissemUe not ; what dissembling can avail me, 
if my soul perish V and saying this he trembled and 
looked so [ntifully, that the queen took pity upon him. 
She humbly besought the king for the safe^ of his 
royal person to take compasaion on the fbx, and to 
coinniand all his subjects to hold their peace, till he 
bad revealed all he knew. This was done, and the 
fox proceeded as follows : " Since it is the pteasnr« 
of my dread lord the king, and that his royal life 
lies in 'the balance with my present breath, I will 
fredy unfold this foul and capital treason, sparing no 
guilty person for any respect whatsoever, however high 
ingreatnesB, blood, orauthority. Know then, my dread 
lord, that my father, by accident turning up the earth, 
found king Ennetick's treasure : an infinite and in- 
calculable mass of riches, with which he became bo 
vain and haughty, that he looked down upon all the 
beasts of the forest with contempt, even upon his kins- 
men and companions. At length he caused Tibert the 
cat to go into the forest of Aid^ to Bruin the bear, uid 
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to Koder him hii homage and feaky ; tayiiig', ttmt if 
it would jieaM lum to be k^ng, he must coste-into 
FlandetB, where my father received him itobly. Next 
he sent tiyr his wife, Oiimbanl-my aepbiew, and for 
IsegTim the wolf, with Tib«t the cat. Theu five 
coming between Gaunt and the village called EUfe, 
they held solHnn council for the space of one nigfat, 
in which, instigated by the devil, and confident in my 
father's riches, it was concluded, that your nutjesty 
should be murdered. They took a sdonn oath to 
this efiect in the following «ay : sir Bfuin, my 
father, Grimbard, and Tibert, laid their hands on Ise- 
grim's crown, and swore to make Brain their Icing ; 
to [dace him in the chair of state at Aeon, and let 
the inpaial diadem on his head. That should any 
t^^xwe the scheme, my father was to hire aBBassins 
that should utt^y chase and root them out of the 
fi»«sts. Afler this it happ^ted, that my nephew 
Grimbard being one day heated with wine, made a 
discovery of this damnable fial to D<une Sh^mrd his 
wife, cmnmanding her also to kept it secrete But 
she too, as women will, only kept it until she met 
with me, charging me to reveal it to no coe I Sie 
mweover gave me such [Hoofs of its truth, as to 
cause the very haiiB of my head to start uprigbt, 
while my heart sunk cold and heavy within me, like 
a piece of lead. Indeed it led me to call to mind the 
, story of the bogt, who comi^ained to Jupiter that 
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tiiKy had no Idag to govsm tbcn, md he preHesfiy 
•ettdien a stork, which eat and davoured -tbamup i 
aUdby vfaoae tyranny they became the moat miiw- 
^e of idl cteatures. Then thay oied onto Ju^ter 
tot icdms, bat it was too late; for those thftt -wSÜ 
Bot be content with their freedom, must consequeady 
be sul;gect«d to thnddom.* Even so I feared it 
Btigfit hBppsD to ns ; and 1 grieved for the fate of 
your majesty, though you respect not my »orrowB. 
31ie ambitioa of the bear is such that should the go- 
venment come into his hands, the commonwealth 
mold fall a sacrifice to hia tyranay. Besides, 1 kaaw 
yonr majesty is of that royal and lofly lineage, so 
mi^ity, g^acions, and merciful withal, that it woidd 
have been a damnable exchange, to hare seoi a 
rarvnoos bear sit in äie throne of the royal Uon ; for 
in sir Bruin and his whole g^ieration there is moi« 

* The fox'B confauion diaplaja a Üiree'rold mbtletj : £rat, 
bis pitiful nanadia awakens the queen'a compassios ; secomllj, 
bj accDsiDg his ncBteat bieudi and relattveB, he obtained credit 
forvhat lie advanced ; thirdly, bj implicating the mmuTch'i 
tile io the coBe pi racy, h« Bbnned (ha fean of the qoeen. Mid 
IrongU hig «lainiaa into disgnce. The whole c<AtTiTBB«« 
■haw» that ha vbo would obtain credit for hii 11017 1"^** ^t 
appeal to pi^. and having obtained belief, begin to perpetnit« 
his mischief, which a «i>e man like the lion, will not giie eai 
to. But the queen'i peraaaeionB and hig own aTarice blinded 
Ui better judgment, and he gave into the mate which the fox 
Udlbi him.— Eitr.^nMoU fi«, Gumm. 
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pnid^l&l looaenesg and inconstancy than in any beast 
inh&tsoerer. I .therefore began to meditate how 1 
nug:bt foil my father's false and t^eacheroua dea^ns, 
who sou^t to elevate a traitor and a slave to the 
height of your imperial throne. 1 wHs airere that 
as. long as he held the treasure, .your majesty< was in 
danger, and I grew exceedingly troubled and -per- 
plexed. So I resolved, if possible, to find where the 
treasure was concealed; and I watched him night 
and day, in the woods, in the hedges, and in the 
open fields. To whatever spot my father turned his 
eyes; there was I, sure of detecting him one time or 
other in the foct 

" One day, as 1 was lying flat down upon the 
ground, I spied faim coming out of a hde, with a 
very thievish look ; he gazed round about him to see if 
he was observed, and thinkmg the coast clear, he 
Btiq^ted up the hole with sand so even and 
smoothly that the most curious eye could discern no 
diflerence between it and the other earth. ■ Then, 
where the print of his foot remained, he stroked it 
over with his tail, and smoothed it with his mouth so 
that no person could perceive it Indeed, that and 
mwiy other subtleties I learned from him at that 
time. When he had thus finished, he went away 
towaols the vill^e about his private afiairs, while I 
proceeded towards the hole, and in spite of all his 
cunning 1 quiddy found the entrance. Then I en- 
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tered the cavern, where I found an innumeraM« 
quantity of treasure ; and taking Ermetin, my wife,' 
along with me, we both laboured day and night in 
conveying it to another place, where we deposited it 
safe (torn every human eye. During the time we 
were thtis employed, my father was in deep consul- 
tation with the rest of the traitors to compass his 
mE^esty's death. It was concluded that iBegrim the 
wolf should traverse all the kingdom, and promise to 
all the beasts that would take wages, and acknow- 
ledge Bruin for their sovereign and defend his tide, 
ä full year's pay beforehand. In this journey my 
fother accompanied him, bearing letters patent signed 
to that purport, Uttle suspecting . that he was de- 
prived of all th^ wealth with which to promote his 
scheme. When this negociation was concluded be- 
tween Elge and Soam, and a vast body of soldiers 
raised for acti<Ht against the nest spring, they re- 
turned to Bruin and his party, to whom they de- 
dai«d the many perils they had escaped in the duke- 
dom of Saxony, where they were pursued by hounds 
and huntsmen. They next shewed Bruin the muster- 
rolls, which i^eased him exceedingly; for here he 
found about twelve hundred of Isegrim's lineage, all 
Bw<»a for action, besides the bear's kindred, the cats 
and the dassens, all which would be m readiness at 
an hour's itotice. All this I discovered from good 
authority; and the plot becoming ripe for execn- 
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tioa, -my father vent to the cave far his tresaaiB. 
What was his infinite agony and trouble to and -the 
fkaee open and ransatJced ! He became despente, 
and soon afterwards went to the next b<ee, and 
hanged himself. 

" Thus, by my skill. Brain's treason was defeated, 
and for this I now suffer, while those two false trai- 
tora, Bruin and Isegrim, sit in the king's fwivy coun- 
cil, with great auth<»ity, procure my disgrace, and 
trample me under foot. I have lost my father 
in your majesty's cause, and what strongei proof 
can be tendered of my loyalty? I have lost my life 
in defending yours." 

The king and queen indulging a hope of poosess* 
ing the^e inestimable treasures, ordered Reynard 
down from the gibbet, and entreated him farther to 
unfold its place of conceahaent. "What," rejdied the 
fox, " shall I make my worst enemies my heirs? 
Shall these traitors, who take away my hfe, and at- 
tempt your majesty's, become possessed of the for- 
tune I enjoy?" " Then," said thequeen, " fear not, 
Reynard, the Idng shall save your life, and you 
shall- hencefwüi swear faith and true all^iaoce to 
his majesty." The fox answered, " Sovereign Iftdy, 
if the king, out of his royal nature, will give credit 
to my truth, and forgive my offences, there was 
never king so rich as be will be." Then the ki^ 
interrupting the que^i, said, " Fair ctmsort, will you 
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beUeve tlw foxt Know that it is hi« ohtef exeeUence 
to lie, to steal, Mid to impoge upon othen." But 
the queen said, " Yet now, my dear lavd, you nuy 
fieely believe him ; for, however full of decut he 
may have been in his prosperity, you see he is now 
chaegod. Why, he accuses his own father, aiid 
Giimbard, his dearest nephew and kinsman ! Wen 
be disaemblio^, he might have laid his imputation 
iqxtn other beasts, and not on those he loves best." 
" Well, madam," replied the Icing, " you shall, ft» 
this time, rule me ; 1 will give free pardon to the fox, 
yet under this condition, that if he be ever found 
tiq^Mng again, thoi^h in the smallest offence, both 
he and his shall be utt«rly rooted out of my domi- 
nicHis." The fox looked sadly when the king spake 
thus ; withal he rejoiced within himself, and bo said, 
" Most dread lord, it were a huge shame in me, 
«hould I dare to speak any untruths in this august 
presence." Then the king taking a straw from the 
grouitd, pardoned the fox for all the transgressions 
which dther he or bis father before him had com- 
. mitted. No wonder Ibe fox now began to smile, 
for life was most sweet to him ; and he fell down 
bdbre the king and queen, humUy thanking them 
for all their mercies, and proteating that he would 
make them the richest prinpes in the world. At 
these words the fox took up a straw, and profienng 
it the king, said to him, " My diead loid, I beseech 
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your majes^ to receive this pledge of entire- suiren- 
dei unto your majesty of the great king Ermetick's 
tivaaure, with which I freely present you out of my 
free will and pleasure." The king received the straw; 
and smiling, gave .the fox great thanks : at which the 
latter chuckled heartily to think of the groBsneas of 
the imposture. From that day forward no one's 
coimcil so much prevailed with the king as that of 
the fox ; and confiding in this he said, " My gra- 
cious loid, you muat understand that on the west 
side <rf Flanders there stands a wood called Hnster- 
loe, near which runs a river named Crekenpit: this 
in a wilderness so vast and impassable, that hardly 
throughout the year there crosses a man or woman 
over the {Jace. In it I have hid this treasure, and 
thither I should wish your majesty and the queen to 
go ; for 1 know of none besides your h^hnesseS 
whom I dare trust in ao great a design. When youi 
majesty reaches it, you will see two birchen trees 
growing by the pit, and there you shall find the trea- 
sure, conÜBtii^ of coin, precious jewels, and the 
crown .which king Ermetick wore. With this crown 
Bruin the bear was to have been crowned, if hift 
treason had sacceeded accoidiug to expectation; 
there too you will find many costly stone«, of which, 
when you are possessed, - then remember the love of 
your poor servant, Reynard." The king answered, 
" Sir Reynard, you must yourself help to dig up this 
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treasure, for else I see 1 atiall never find it. I have 
heald of such places as Paris, London, Aeon, and 
Culleo, bat Crekenpit I nerer heard of; therefore I 
fear yon dissemUe." The fox blushed at these 
words ; yet with a bold countenance he said, " Is 
your majesty still so doubtful of my faith ? nay, then, 
1 will approre my words by public testimony;" and 
with that he called forth Kayward the hare, com- 
matMÜng him to come before the king and queen, to 
answer truly to such questions as he should ask him. 
The hare answered, " I will answer truly in all 
thii^, though I die for the same." Then Reynard 
said, " Know you not where Crekenpit stands V 
" Yes," replied Kayward, " 1 have known it these 
dozen years; it stands in a wood called Husterloe 
to be sure, amidst a vast and wüd wilderness, where 
I have endured mueh torment both of hunger and 
cold, besides, it was there where father Simony, 
the fnar, made false coin for the benefit of himself 
and his bredu^m ; yet that was before I and Ring 
the hound became companions." " Well," said the 
fox, " you have spoken sufficiently ; go to your 
place again -." so away went the hare. Then said 
the fox, " My sovereign lord the king, what is your 
opinion? am I worthy of your confidence or no?" 
The king said, "Yes, Reynard, and pray excuse my 
suspicion ; it was my ignorance which did thee 
vioi^. Therefore make speedy prepEu^tion to ac- 
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con^ttny ua te the pit where tkis treasure lies." Um 
fox answered, "Alas 1 my lord, do you ima^ne tint 
I would Dotfain go wift you, it I coiid vmtute 
mthout your «y^oaour, wtich I cannot do. fut 
yDH must uDdentasd, though it be Vi tiiy diegrac«, 
that when Ise^^ the vaU, in the deril'a naise, 
would needs grow rdigious, wtd play the monk, the 
potion of meat which was for gix monks was too 
little for him ak»ie. He com^ained bo ^teoady, 
that, being my ktosman, I compaaMonated hie ease, 
and advised him to ran away, which he did. F<a 
this Teasoo I at present stand accursed and excoai> 
municated under &e pope's sentence, and mm detei* 
mined to-moitow at suniiae to journey towards 
Rome, and from Bxune I intend to cross the seas finr 
Holyland, and will never re(uni agam into my native 
country till I have done so much good, and so iar 
expiated my sins, that I may attend on your aa- 
jesty's person with t^nor and reputation." The king 
healing this pious design, said, " Since you stsnd 
accursed by the censures of the church, 1 must not 
have you about me ; and therefore I will take Kay- 
ward the hare and some others with roe to Creken- 
pit; only I command you, Reynard, as you value 
our favour, to clear yourself of his holiness'e curse." 
" That is the reason, my lord, of my going to Rome; 
neither will 1 rest, night or day, tül I have obtained 
absolution." " The coarse you take is good," said 



V Google 



KBYNAaD THE S 



(be kin^, " go on and prosper in your fair intent, 
■nd letnm home better then yon wmL" 



Aa socm aa tbe conference waa ended, the royal 
king mounted upon his high throQe, raised in the form 
of a ecaffcAi, made of fair square atone ; and com- 
manded thence a general silence among all his sub- 
jects. Every one was to take his place according to 
hia birth or dignity in office ; except the fox, who 
sat between the king and the queen. The king then 
■poke : " Hear all you noblemen, knights, gentle- 
men, and others of inferior quidity I Sir Reynard, 
one of the supreme officers of my household, whose 
misdeeds had brought him to his final account, 
Btanding between those two quarrelsome mistresses, 
law and justice, hath this day recovered our best 
grace and fiivor. He hath done that noble and 
woräiy aerrice ta the state, that both myself and 
my queen are bound to him for ever. Henceforth I 
do command all of you, upon pain and hazard of 
your dearest lives, that you henceforward fail not, 
ttam diis day, to ütow all reverence and honor, not 
<mltj to Reynaid himself, but to his whole family. 
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wherever you may happen by night or day to meet 
with them. Nor let any one hereafter be so auda- 
cious as to troulde my eais with comi^aints against 
him, for he will no moie be ^ilty of doing wrong.* 
To-morrow very eariy he sets out on a pilgrimage to 
Rome, where he means to purchase a free pardon 
and indulgence from the pope, and afterwards to 
proceed to the holy land." Now when Tisellen the 
raven heard this speech, he flew to sir Brain, Ise- 
grim, and TibCTt, and said; " Wretched creatures, 
how are your fortunes changed ; how can you en- 
dure to hear these tidings ? Why Reynard is now a 
courtier, a chancellor, nay prime minister and favo- 
rite : his offences are forgiven ; and you are all be- 
trayed and sold unto bondage." Isegrim answered ; 
" Nay, it is impossible, Tisellen, nor can such an 
abuse be suffered." " I tell you it can! Do not de- 
ceive yourselves, it is as true as that I now speak it" 
Then went the wplf and the bear to the Icing, bat 
the cat refused, and was so sore afraid at what she 

• It thus Bpp an, tliat when pollc}' and wudom triampli otci 
ihaii eDemiei. (bey neTeneet until they convince ne of the gre*t7 
neu of theii ambiüoa, eiteimating tbeir crimes, and keeping 
tbeii foes in awe by a aliew ofgraceondfiiToi. By the raven'« 
complMnt it ahewn tbe jealoua; and fear of the weaker aoit ; 
how tlwj fly in time of iroable to the heads of faction« ; and by 
tbawolfand the bear'aaneat we lesni, that when man ccmplain 
of their wrongs unaeaionably, they only aggiaiate instead of. 
mending the iiliKbief.—&. Old Eng. Cumin. 
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beard, that to have purchased the fox's favcv odce ' 
more, she would have for^ren not only the iajuries 
she had' received, but have run a second hazaid. 
But iBegrim, with much confidence and pride, ap- 
peared before the king and queen, aod with the most' 
bitter words inveighed against the fox ; and in so 
passionate and impudent a manner withal, that the 
Icii^ was roused to an|;eT ; and ordered both the 
wolf and the bear to be arrested for high treason. 
This was forthwith done with every mark of violence 
and indignity; the prisoners were bound hand and 
foot, that tlie could not stir a limb, nor a step, from 
the place where they .were couched. For the fox 
having thus entangled them, he so far prevailed with 
the queen, as to obtain as much of the bear's skin as 
would make him a lai^ scrip tor his journey. This 
being put in force, he wanted nothing but a strong 
pair of shoes to defend his feet from the atones while 
he travelled. Again, therefore, he said to the queen : 
" Madam, I am your poor pilgrim ; and if it would 
please your majesty but to take it into your consi- 
deration, you will perceive that sir Isegrim wears a 
pair of excellent long lasting ones, which would you 
vouchsafe to bestow upon me, I would pray for your 
majesty's soul during my travels upon my charitable 
mUsion. Also mine aunt, dame Ersewind, bath 
otiier two shoes, which would your majesty bestow 
upon me, you would be domg her little injury; as she 
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seldoiii TKitans abroad." 1%e quea Feptted, " Yes, 
Reynard, 1 bdieve you wHl vant tucb riioes for your 
journey ; it is fuU of laboiB and d^eulty, b«tk fe- 
spectii^ the Aony hilU and the gravelly hig^wi^ 
TheKtoK, be sure, you sbcdl have, ibongfa it to«d> 
ifaciE life never bo nearty, a pair of tittoes fron eaek 
at them, the better to speed and accomjdish ymv 
joorney." So Isegrim was taken, uid hii shoes 
pulled off in the most cruel nMuaer. After bemg 
thni tormcDted, dame Ersewind, hit wife, was treat- 
ed in the si«ie manner as her busband ; and had the 
cat been there, he would doabtless have exp^ienced 
the same fate, in addition to the cruel mockery of 
the fox. The next morning eariy Reynard caused 
his shoes to be well oiled, so as to ratdce them fit 
well, and then he went before the king tmd queen, 
and said, " My diead knd and lady, your poor autn 
ject bows himsdf down before you, humbly beaeech- 
ing your majesties to permit me to take my scrip 
and staff according to the custom of pilgrima."* The 
king then sent for Bellin the rani, and ccmamasded 
him to say solenui mass before the fox, and to de- 
livei him his staff and mail ; but B«llia refused, 
saying, " My lord, I dare not, tor he is imd^ tile 
pope's curse." But &e king said, ■■ What of thst? 
* In tke cmel treatment of ths wolf and beu u shewn llM 
naScfl of > wickad «od triampliuit OBNnjr, «bo psnoei bl» ad- 
vantage t« utter mis Had destniction.— OU £i^> Cwiin. 
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hoe QQt our doctors told us that if a man onnmit 
dl the nns id the vgrid, yet if be repent, be ahiiren, 
do pemice, «nH walk as the tsiests sbali instxiict 
bii^ tkA all is cleaily f(»given him t and hath not 
Beipnaid done all this ?" Bellin aaawered, " Sire, I 
EOK lath to meädle with such points ; yet if your 
m^csty nil protect me against the bishop of Preu- 
debr and against the arcfadeacoa of Loofwind, I 
will execute your commandment" At this the king 
gow vra^, and said, " Sir, 1 sconi to be beholden 
Id yon;'' And when Bellin saw his majesty »o of- 
fendfid, be shook with fear, and laa qiiiekly to the 
Aai, and siuig mass, usii^ many ceremonies over 
the &s, who had little respect for tliem beyond his 
nisli to enjoy the honour. When Bellin the ram had 
finished, he hui^ his mail round Reynard's neck, 
made of the bear's skin, ai^ presented him with the 
riatf. Thus equipped, sir Reynard looked sadly to- 
vBids the king, as if he had been loth to go i he 
feigned to weep, though all his sorrow was that the 
«hole cimrt were not in as bad a predicament as the 
«olf Hid the bear. He took leave, with requesting 
that each and every one would pray for his soul, as 
he would for theirs ; for in fact he was so sensible o^ 
his own knavery that he was eager to be gone. The 
bog said, " In truth, sir Reynard, 1 am sorry we 
must part thiis suddenly." But die fox replied, 
' liiere is no remedy, my lord ; we ought not to be 
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dow in üilfiUiug; holy tows." Then the king com-*, 
m&nded all the lords present, except the bear find the 
wolf, to attend R^nardsome part of his journey. 
Thoi^h he cut a very gallant figure, he was inwardly 
smiling at his own villainy, while he affected the 
utmost demurenesa. For his enemies were now be- 
come' his attendants,* and the king, whom he had 
most grossly deceived with wicked lies, now also ac- 
companied him like his familiar fHend. 

After proceeding some way, the fox said, " I be- 
seech your majesty, trouble yourself no farther; 
consult your ease and the safety of your royal per- 
son; for you have arrested two capital traitors, who 
should they recover their Uberty, the danger would 
be great." This said, he stood upon his binder feet 
and entieated the lordly beasts who were in his 
company once more to pray for him ; after which he 
took leave of the king with an exceeding sad and 
heavy countenance. Then tumbg towards Kaywaid 
the hare, and Bellin the ram, with a smiling counte- 
nance, he said, " My best friends, we must part thus 
soon? Surely you will not leave me yet. With yon 

* Bj the fox'i hjpoduj ii leen th« dunmulatüm of woddlj 
tsMa, who aMDme the cloke of leligioa vhile perpetntiiif; tlw , 

vorat deeds. Hu gntod etcort ihews ihs flattery and liuenMg I 

of peopis laying lh«ii lerricel it the feet of a new fiivonrita 
whom tbej had before opposed as deqdted. — Et- fnm OU 
Lof. Com». 
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I was never oSended: your coaversation is agree- 
atid to me ; for you are mild, loving, and courteous, 
rdigious withal, and fiill of wise counsel, just as I 
myself was when I led the life of a recluse. If you 
have a few green leaves and herbs, you are as well 
contented as with all the bread and fish in the world, 
for you are temperate and modest." Thus mth a 
profusion of the same flattering words he enticed 
Aese two to accompany him. 



The three fnends journeyed on together unt9 
they came to the gates of Reynard's own house. 
Ilien he said to theram, " Pray, cousin, keepwatch 
here without, while I and Kayward go in : I wish 
him to witness my pleasure at meeting my family.'' 
Belhn said he would ; and the fos and tbß hare went 
into Malep&rdus, where äiey found lady Enjaeha 
icmtiwmg exceedingly for the absence of her hns- 
band. But when she saw him, her joy knew no 
bounds ; and she expressed her astonishmoit on be- 
holding his mail, his staff, aod his shoes. " Dearest 
husband," she cried, " how have you fared?" Rey- 
nard then related his adventures at court, adding 
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that he was going a pi^rimagei having left Bniia 
and Isegrim in t^edge for him till his return. Ab 
for KaywBid, he added, tumii^ towards him, the 
k in g had bestowed him upon him to do with as he 
ideased, as Kayward had heen the first to c<»npUin 
of him, for which he vowed deadly revenge. Hear- 
ii^ these words, Kayward was quite appalled, and 
tried to fly ; but the fox had placed himself between 
him and the door, and soon seized him by the neck. 
Kayward cried to Bellin for help, but the fox had 
cut his throat with his sharp teeth before be could be 
heard. This done, the traitor and his family begui 
to feaat upon him merrily, and drank his blood to 
the king's health. Eimelin then said, " I fear, Rey» 
naid, you mock me ; as you love me, tell me how 
you sped at the king's court." ' When he told her 
the pleasant story, how he had imposed upon the 
king and queen with a &lse promise of treasures 
that did not exist. " But when the king finds out 
the truth, he will take every means of destroying us ; 
therefore, dear wife," said he, " there is no remedy : 
we must steal lirom hence into some other forest, 
where we may live in safety, and find more delicate 
fare, clear springs, fresh riven, cool shades, antf 
wholesome air. Here there is no abiding : and now 
I have got my thumb out of the king's mouÜi, I wSl 
nomorecomewithinreach of his talons." " Yet here,'* 
said his wife, " we have all we desire, and you a^e 
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lonl orer all yon snirey; and it is dangerouB to 
exchange a ceitain goed, for better hopes. Shonld 
the king here besiege as erei so closely, we have a' 
thousand passages and side holes, so tliat he can 
neither catch, nor deprive lu of our liberty. Why 
then, fly beyond seas ; but yon bave sworn it, and that 
vexes me.*' " Nay, madam," cried Reynard, " grieve 
not at that ; the more forswwn, the less foriom, yop 
know ; therefore I wQl be forswOTD, and remain in 
spite of his majesty, where J am. Against his power 
I will array my policy. I will guard myself well, 
ioBomnch, that being compelled to open iny stock, 
let bim not blame me, if be hurt himself with his 
own fury." 

Meanwhüe Bellin stood waiting at the gate, ex- 
ceedingly wroth and impatient ; and swearing both 
at the fox and (he hare, he called loudly fOr sh- 
Reynard to come. So at last he went and said 
softly: " Good Bdlin, be not offended! Kayward is 
conreising with his aunt ; and he bids me say, that 
if you will walk fiwward, he will oyertake yon ; fcr 
be is Ught of foot, and speedier than you." " True I - 
but 1 thoi^t," said Bellin, " that I heard Kaywaid 
cry for help." " What I cry for help, fonooth ? do yoa 
imagine he can meet with any injury in my house I" 
" No." " But I will tell you how yon were deceived. 
Happeniog to inform my wife of my iatended pil- 
grimage, she awooaed away, and Kaywaid, in great 
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^anu, cried «ut ; ,', Bellin, come hdp .my aunt ; . she 
dies! Bhedies!'" "Then Imistookthe cry," said Bellin 
".You did" said'Reynaid; " and now let us talk of 
business, good Bellin. You may recoUect that the 
king and council iutreated me to write before I set 
out for the pilgrimage, upon «ime matters important 
to the state." " In what Bhall I carry these papers 
most, safely," enquired Bellin. " That U already pro- 
vided for you," replied Reynaid ; " for you shall hare 
my scrip which you may hang round your neck ; 
and, take care of it, they are matters of great im- 
portance," Then Reynard returned into the house, 
and taking ICayward's head, he thrust it into the 
scrip, and enjoined the ram not to look into it, as he 
valued the king's favour, until he reached the court ; 
adding, that he might rest assured that his jwesenta- 
tion of the letters to the king, would pave the way 
to his gr^at preferment. 

, Bellin thanked the fos, and being informed that 
he had other affairs to impart to Kayward, set out 
on his journey alone. When he arrived at court, he 
found the king in his palace, seated amidst his no- 
bility. The king wondered when he saw Bellin come 
in with ;the scrip made of Bruin's skin, and be said : 
"How now Bellini where is sir Reynard, that you 
have got, his scrip with you?" "My dread lord," said 
Bellin, " I have escorted the noble fox to his castle, 
ivhen after short repose, be deüred me to bear 
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cert^ letters to your majesty, of vast importance, 
which he enckwed in his own scrip." The king com- 
manded the letters to be delivered to his secretary ,' 
Bocart, an excellent linguist, ' «bo understood all 
languE^s, that be might read them publicly. So 
he aitd sir Tibert the cat toolc the scrip from Bellin's 
neck, and opening the s^ne, inst«ad of letters, drew 
out the Moody head of Kayward, at which sight 
they cried out in huge dismay : " Woe, and alas ! 
what letters call you these. Ob, dread lord, be- 
hold 1 here is nothing but the head of poor murdered 
Kaywaid." Seeing thisj the monarch cried : " Un- 
happy king that I am, ever tO' have given credit to 
the traitor fox!" And overwhelmed with anger, 
grief, and shame, be held down bis head a good 
space, as well as the queen likewise. At last shaking 
his royal kicks, he made such a tremendous noise, 
that all the lords of the forest trembled with fear. 
Then spake sir Firapel the leopard, the king's 
nearest kinsman, and said : "Why is your majesty 
thus troubled 1 such sorrow might become the queen's 
funeral: I do beseech you assuage your anguish. 
Are not you king and master ; are not all subject 
toyourpower?" The king replied ; "Yes, cousin, bat 
such mischief is beyond endurance. I am betrayed 
.by a false villain, who has made me o[4)tess my best 
giends and subjects, even those of my council and 
my blood : the stout sir Bruin, and sir Isegrim the 
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wolf. Yet had I not heaped upon-myielfthia fool di»- 
bonoUT, but for Üie queen's tenderness, which wroaght 
upOD me, and foi wfaieli I shall evermore grieve." 
" What of all this ?" rephed the leoptrd ; " yon are 
seated above all injunee, and one amile can salve 
the gieateet wound upon ymti honour. You have 
power to lecompense and to punish, and you cmi 
destroy OI restore reputation as you please. What 
if the bear lost his ilcin, the wolf and dame Eiae- 
wind their shoes, you may in recomp^ue, since 
Bellin has confessed himself a party to this foul 
murder, bestow him and his substance upon the 
party ^^eved. As for Reynard, we can go and 
besiege his castle, and having arrested his peraoni 
hang him up by law of aims without further trial, 
and there is an end." 



The king consented to this motion, and despatched 
Firapel to the prison, jwhere the bear and the vrolf 
were m dmanCe. "My lords," he said, " I bring a fi«e 
and general pardon from his majesty, as well 06 his 
good wishes, and recognition of your injuries. As 
some recdmpence he is (leased to bestow upon you 
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4«t of his princely bounty, hoth Belliu the ran, and 
fads whote genenttiOD with all they poisesi. Thiua 
jrou are to hold with full commission to slay, Idll, 
and deYOtU them whererer you meet them, in woods, 
fields, 01 mountains, until doomsday. The same 
power M granted you over Beynaid and the whole 
of his lineage. Letters patent wiU shortly be for- 
warded to you, and Bellin now awaits your pleasure." 
Peace beii^ thus restored between the king andhis 
aoUea, Bellin was forthwith dain, (the wolf foUow- 
ing up his enmity to him and his race in perpetuity ;) 
and afterwards, the king proclaimed a grand featt, 
which was held with all due solemnity during twelve 
days. 

Whw these princely festirities, attended by the 
lords both of earth and air, had reached the e^hth 
day, about hi^ noon came Laprel the coney, before 
- the king and qneen as they sat at feast, and with a 
tanifintable voice he said : " Great king, have pity on 
my misery, and attend my com^daint of the force 
aod murder which Reynard the fox had nearly com* 
mitted, as 1 passed by the castle of Madepardus^ 
He stood outside his gates, attired like a pUgrim, and 
thinking I might pass quieüy, he crossed my way, 
saying his beads so devoutly, that I saluted him. 
He, returning no answer, stretched out his right foot, 
aitd gave me such a blow upon my neck, that I felt 
as if my bead had been smitten from my body, but 
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yet I Tetained my senses sufficiently, to start aatnt 
his clavs, though very grierously hurt and wounded« 
One of my ears was left in his grasp ; and I trust 
you will no longer permit this bloody muiderer to 
afflict your poor subjects." 

While the coney was yet speaking, in came flying 
Corbsnt the rook, who, coming before the king, 
said : " Great king, I beseech you voachsafe to hear 
me. I weilt this morning with Sharpbeak my wife, 
to recreate on the heath, and there we found Reynard 
the fox laid on the ground like a dead carcase, his 
eyes staring, his tongiie lolling out of his mouth like 
a- dead hound. Wondering at his strange plight 
we b^an to touch him, and he seemed quite dead. 
Then went my wife (poor carefid soul) and laid her 
head to his mouth to see whether he drew any breath ; 
but the foul villaih seeing the time, snatched her 
head into his mouth, and bit it clean off. At th^ 
I shrieked out ' woe is ' me I' when the foul mnr- 
derer made a sudden rush at me with the most 
deadly intent, so that 1 was glad to escape by 
mounting into the air, whence I saw bim devour my 
wife in so terrible a stile, that the very thought is 
death to me, as 1 r^ieat it." 
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Whek be heard these cooiplainta of the coney 
and the rook, the king's eyes darted fire amidst the 
beams of his majesty, so that his countenance was 
dread&l, and cruel to behold. At length he spoke : 
" By my crown, and the truth I evermore owe to the 
qoeeo my wife, I will rerenge these outrages com- 
'initted against my dignity, until virtue shall agaitt 
adore me, and the wicked shall die with the remem- 
iHsnce : his falsehood and flattery shall no more de- 
ceive me. 

" Is this hia journey to Rome, and to the Holy land? 
Aie theae the fruits of his scrip, and stafi*, and other 
ornaments becomii^ a devout pilgrim? Well, he 
shall find the rewai'd of bis treasons ; tboi^ it was 
all owing to the queen's persuasion ; nor am I the 
first that has been deceived by that soft gender, since 
many great spirits have fallen through their entice- 
ments." This said, he coinmanded all the noUes 
and worthies of his court, to assist him with their 
counsel, how best to areng« the insults offered to 
the royal dignity, that every offender might know 
and feel tbe heavy price of his unjust actions. 

Isegrim and Bruin, hearing the king's wwds,' were 
s5 
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greatly delighted, and hoped to aatiate their full 
reveuge upon Reynard; yet still they kept silence. 
The king obse^ing theiti mute, aa if all were afrtud 
of giving theii opinione, he began to hang his bead. 
But the queen, after solemn reverence, said : " Sir, it 
is not the part of any e»:ellent wisdom to heuere or 
protest any thing, until the matter be made appa- 
rent: neither should the wise turn both their ears 
to any ctanplaint, hut receive one to entertain the 
defence of any one accnsed. For many tiroes the 
accuser exceeds the accused in injury ; and there* 
fore autU alleram partem j for it is ovSj an act of 
justice. However I have erred, I had good ground 
for my persuasion, for whether good or bad, you 
have no right to proceed against Reynard, except 
accoiding to the laws." When the queen had thus 
spoken, Firapcl the leopard said : " The queen hath 
spoken well, and therefore let Reynard take the 
benefit of the laws, and first let him be summoned. 
If he appear not befine the end of the festival, to 
submit to your mercy, then your majesty may pro- 
ceed against him, aa it shall appear best," 

Isegrim the wdf reified ; " Sir Firapel, for my own 
part, I think none of this usembly, so that it only be 
approved by my lord the king, can presume to oppose 
your counsel. Yä this I dtve matntain, that however 
sir Reynard may feign to clear himself from these and 
a, thousand other charges, yet I have that lodged in 
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his hfe. But m his absence I «ill refraJD from speech 
except in i^ard to -the treasm« which he has in- 
fonned his majesty lies at Crekenpit in Hnsteiloe ; 
than which there never cam6 fabei words from the 
mouth of any creature, as the whole was a malicious 
lie to ii^ure me and the bear ; and obtain ItCense to 
ravage and destroy all that approach near his castle. 
Nererthelesa, let erery thing be done in God's name, 
most pkasing to his majesty, and to yoa, sir Firapel ; 
only 1 wül say that if he had meant to have appeared 
he would have been here long before, upos the Sum- 
mons of the last king's messenger." 

The king made answer : " I will have no other 
summCRiB but that of my peofde's allegiaknce. Let all 
who respect mine honor equip themselves for the 
war, and at the end of six days appear before me 
with theii bows, guns, bombs, pikes and halberds, 
Bome oa horseback, S«»ne on foot, for I will besiege 
Malepardus instantly ; and destroy Reynard and all 
his generation for ever. Tbis if ai^ dislike, let him 
turn his back that I may know him for my enömy." 
And they all cried with one voice, " we fu% ready to 
attend yonr majesty." 

Grimbard the Brock, hearing this determination, 
grew exceedingly sorry, aOd stealing out of the as- 
sembly, he ran with all possible speed to Malepardns, 
neither sparing bush aw brier, pale or rail ; and as 
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fae went, he said to hinuelf; " ^ÜaB, my dear uoclc 
Reynard, into what dangen art thou faUen I only one 
•tep between thee and perdition. Well may I griere 
for thee, since thou art the top and honor of our 
house, art wise and pcditic, and a frieod to thy friends 
when they stand in need of counsel ; for thy sweet 
Unguag« can enchant all creatures, though it will no 
Qiore avail thee." 

W ith such lamentations, Grimhard reached Male- 
pardus, and found his uncle Reynard standii^ at 
the castle gate, eating two young pigeons which he 
-liad caught as they were first tryii^ to fly. Behold- 
ing his nephew, hb said ; " Welcome, my beloved 
Grimbard, the most esteemed of all my kindred. 
Burely you must have nm very hard, foryou sweat ex- 
ceedingly. What tidings, man? how run the square» 
at court?" "How?" replied Grimbard, "esceedii^bad 
for you : . you have fbrfeited your life, yonr honor, and 
estate. The.king is up in arms, with horse and foot 
innumerable ; and Isegrim and Bruin ai« in greater 
favour witii his majesty than 1 am with you. It is 
high time you look to your safety ; their envy rages 
against you ; you are posted up as a thief and a 
murderer; besides Laprel the ouiey and Corbant 
the rook have made heinous complamts against you ; 
there is no escape f(om de&th." - "Tush !" said thefox, 
"mydearnephew, if this bethe worst, let it not alarm 
you ; cffine, let us be cheery and pleasant together ; 
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What if the kii^ and all the court swear my death ? 
^u shall live to see me exalted above them all. Let 
them prate and jangle together in couDsel till they are 
tiled : what boots it t . Without the aid of my wit 
and policy, neither the court nor the kingdom can 
long hold together. Fear nothing, nephew, but com« 
along with me ; .1 .have a pair of . fat pigeons^ which 
are meat of pure and light digestion. There can be 
nothing better, when young and tender; for they 
may almost be swallowed whole, their bones are little 
other thaaUood : come along 1 say, and my wife will 
receive you kindly. When we have feasted, I iqII 
go with you to court, for if I can only get to speak 
before bis majesty, I wQl gall some of my enemies 
yet. I have only to beg that you will stand by me as 
one kinsman ought by another." " Doubt it not," re- 
phed Grimbaid, " both my läfe and property shall be at 
your service." " I tbahk you, nephew, and you shall not 
find meungratefiiL" " Sir," said the Brock," trust boldly 
to this, when you appeal to answer before the lords, 
not a hand ^all dare to arrest you ; for true it is, that 
you enjoy the favor of the queen." " Then I caie not: a 
hair for tbeii worst malice," said the fos ; " come let us 
go to «upper 1" and they entered the castle where they 
found D^me Ermelin and the family. " Nephew I" 
said the fox, " what think^you of my children, Rey- 
naidine and Rössel : I hope they will do credit to our 
family. Tlney promise well I assure yon; fi:»r one 
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lately caught a chit^es, asd the other äcttialty IdOed 
a pullet : tliey are both gcpd ducken, and can de- 
ceive the lapwing and the mallaid. I can now truit 
Uiem at a distance ham me, and I ohall «oon finiib 
my instroctions how to escape gina, and to foil «U 
tbeir enemies so as to leave both hounds and hunts- 
men at fault In Tact, tbey are of the right stamp, 
nei^iew, and reaemUe me both in countenance and 
qwalilf : Ih^ ^ay grinning, intan^e soothing, and 
lull smilmg. This is the true natare of our blood, 
and in this tbey are perfect, which is a great pride and 



"UiCLE," said the goat, "you may be proud yo« 
bare fluch toward children, and I rejoice because tkey 
areofmyblood." AAer supper was conclvided, the fox 
willing to have time to reflect upcm his new sehemeB, 
said, "I know your journey must have made you 
weary, nejAew ; you had better retire to rest," And 
they all slept soundly except the wily cogitating t&x. 
At the first dawn of day he arose, and proceeded 
with Grimbard towards the court ; after having taken 
an aSectionate leave of his wife and family. As th^ 
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jonmeyed over the heaüi, Reynard said, " Nephew, 
this accidents of this vorld are various and unavoid- 
■Ue, we are always sul^ect, Bi»te of the best con* 
ceiled schemes, to tiie strokes of fortune. Since I 
was last shriven, I have committed many sins; there- 
fine ( beseech you, let me make my confession before 
you, in order that I may pass with less trouble through 
nty worst dangers. Then I confess, it is too true 
that I gave the bear a grievous wound in causii^ him 
to lose part of his hide. I stripped the wolf and his 
wife of theii shoes. I ajqieased the king only with 
lies; for I feigned a conspiracy against his majesty's 
hfe by sir Isegrim and sir Bruin, when no such idea 
existed ; while the great treasure I reported at Hus- 
Urloe, was as fabuloiu as the rest. I slew Kaywaid, 
and betrayed Beüin to death ; I wounded and killed 
dame Sharpbeak, the rook's wife. 

" Finally, I foigot to mention at my last shrift, a 
great piece of deceit which I commiitted ; but I will 
reveal itnow. Once, as I went talking with sir Ise> 
grim the wolf, between Houthlust and Elverding, we 
bäield a goodly grey mare, gramg with a black foal 
by her side, which was quite fat and playfuL Sir 
Isegrim being almost dead for hunger, intreated me 
to inquire whedier the mare would sell her foal ; to 
which the mare replied, that she would willingly for 
money. When 1 asked hei the price, she said it was 
viittea on ber hinder foot, and if I pleased, I might 
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c<ane and read it But I saw into her design, and 
said; 'Of a truth I cannot read, neither do I desire 
to buy your foal ; I am only a messenger.' ' Then 
let the purchaser come.'satd the mare, 'and I will give 
* him satisfaction.' So I went to the wolf and tdd 
hii%what 'Üie mare. said, assuring him he might have 
a bargain, provided he could read ; for the price was 
written on the mare's foot. ' Cousin,' quoth the wolf, 
' I can read both Latin and Greek, English, French, and 
Dutch. I have studied at Oxford, and ai^ed with 
many doctors. I have heard many stately plays're- 
cited, and sat in the place of judgment. I have taken 
degrees in both the laws, and can decypher any kind 
of writing.' Thus saying, the boasting blockhead pro- 
ceeded to the spot, and intreated the mare to let him 
read the price. She held up her hind foot very ix>- 
htely, newly shod with strong iron, and as the wolf 
was inspecting, smote him so exactly upon the fore- 
head, that she threw him head over heels, and be lay 
in a dead swound,as longas a man might have ridden 
a mile and better. This done, away trotted the mare 
with her colt, and left the poor wolf all bloody and 
wounded. When he came to himself, he howled like 
a dog: then went 1 to him, and said ; ' sir Is^rim, 
dear uncle, how do you ? have you eaten too much of 
the colt ? Pray give me a small share, for I went on 
your message honestiy. Surely you have outslept 
your dinner, good uncle '. was it prose or rbime you 
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found written on the mare's ibotT I think it must 
have been a song, for I heard you sing : nay, yon shew 
your schokrabip in all the arts.' 

■"'Alas,' cried the wolf, ' I am extremely iU hurt. 
Forbear to disdain me, Reynaid, for the damned mare 
his Ein iron hoof upon her long leg, and I mistoolc 
the nails for letters ; yerily, I think my skull is cloven ; 
■be has hit me such a cursed ki£k just . as I was 
reading.' ' Aye, aye, uncle»' cried I, ' themost learned 
clerks are not the wisest men, you know. Poor men 
sometimes outstrip them in judgment, and the reason 
is, you great scholars study so much, that you grow 
dull with over much labour.' 

" And now, fair nephew, I have unloaded my. con- 
science, and delivered myself .of as many of my sins 
as I can call to remembrance. I beseech you there- 
fore, let me receive absolution and penance, and 
then come what may, I am thrice .aimed a^;ainst all 
dangers and .mischances at court." . Grimbard re- 
plied : " Your trespasses, Reynard, are great and hei- 
nous ; yet what is done is done; the dead must re- 
main dead, so I tieely absolve you, upon assurance 
of repMitance; otdy the contempt you shewed. the 
king, in sending him Kayward's head, will I fear, 
lie heavy on your soul." " Why 1" said the fox, " he 
that will live in. the world, seeing one thing, hearing 
another, and leaming a third, is suie to meet with 
affliction. No man can touch honey, but will have 
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to lick h» fingen after. I often feel toncÜei of re- 
pentance, but reason and onr will are ever at vfi- 
riance; bo that I often stopaaif atmy wit's end, and 
cry out against my sins, feeling that 1 detest them. 
Yet MX» the world and its raaitieB catch me again ; 
and when I &tA to many nibs and stumbling Uocki 
in my way, together with the example of rich and 
crafty prelates, I am taken fast, as it were in a 
trap. The world first enchants me, and then fiUs 
me with covetousness ; so that what with my natural 
disposition, with the flesh and the devil, I have 
coongh to do. If I gain gronnd one day, 1 lose my 
good resolution the next; thns I assure yon, nephew, 
I am sometimes a saint ; and at others I am only 
for hell asd wickedness. For 1 hear priests singing, 
piping, langhing, playing, and making all kinds of 
mirth ; and I find theb words and actitma totally at 
variance. Frodi them I learn my lying, and from 
lofds at courts my flattery : few of a truth, Iradi^ 
ladies, priests and clerks, among all creatures, use 
most dissimulation. It is aa ofluice to tell great 
mea the truth ; and he that cannot dissemble, cannot 
live. I have often heard men speak truth ; yet they 
always adom it with falsehoods of their own. Foe 
lies will push themselves in a way, as it were into our 
disGOurse, whether we wiU or no ; indeed they come 
qntte natural to us. Falsehood hath a pretty drew, 
which keeps always in the fashion, a fashion. to flatter, 
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toaopth, totlireaten, to pray and to cune; in fact,. to 
do any thing that may keep the weak in subjection i 
and those who do otbenvise, are thought sim^. 
He that has learnt to lie and impose upon ua nitb' 
out stammering, may do wonders: ae may wear 
scarlet, grey, or pm^, as he [^aaes : he shall gain 
both by the laws sforitual and temporal, and come 
off victorious in every scheme. There are many 
who imagine they can do it neatly, but their cunni^ 
foils them ; so that when they think they have se- 
cured the fat morsels, they slip to the next trenchers- 
Others are blunt and foolish, and for want of 
method nlat all their discourses; bnt he who can 
give his lie a fit and apt conclusion, can pronounce 
it witbont rattlmg, and make it like truth, fair and 
amiable, that is the man worthy of our admiratioit. 
But there is no art in speaking the truth ; it never 
makee the devil langh : to lie well and with a giace, 
to raise up wrong a'jove right, to make mountains out 
of mice, and biüld castles in the air ; to make them 
juggle and look through theii fing«n : this, nephew, 
is ao art valuable beyond expression. Yet evennoie 
at the close, is sure to come misery and affliction ; 
though he who speaks always truth, shall find most 
rubs in his way. liiere are so many, that it is weU, 
nephew, that every trespass hath its mercy, just as 
there is no wisdom but what at times grows dull." 
"Uncle," said thegoat, "ofatruüi, youaresowise, 
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ttiat you cannot fail in any purpose ; I am delighted 
with your precepts, thongh they surpau my under- 
atending. There ia no longer need that you be 
shrirffli ; for youraelf may play boüi the priest and 
the confessor'; such is your expeiieuce of the world, 
that it is impossible for any man to stand up against 
you." 

With these and ainülar conversatioDS, they held 
on their journey towards the court. Yet the fox's 
heart, in spite of all his fair shew, was sad and 
-heavy, while the smiles of hope and confidence were 
in his face. He passed without any apparent agita- 
tion through the press of the court, even till he came 
into the lung's presence, while his oephew whispered 
him at his side: " Bear yourself bravely, deai 
' uncle, for fortune is ever enamoured of the brave." 
" You say true," cried the fox, as he went on, casting 
disdainful looks on those whom he did not like, as 
much as to say : " Here 1 am ; what dare the 
proudest of you object agEunst me V He beheld many 
of his kindred whom he loved not, and mai^ too, 
who loved him. As soon as he was come in full 
view of the king, he fell down on his knees, and 
apdke as follows. 
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" Mat that dirine power from which DOthing can 
be hiddeD, save the lord mj king, and my sovereign 
lady the queen, and give them grace to know who 
bas right, and who has wrong; for there are many 
ta\ae shews in the world, and the countenance ber 
trays not the heart. Yet I wish it were openly rcT 
vealed, and that every creature's trespass stoof 
written on his forehead, although it cost me the 
uttermost of my sututance ; or that your majesty 
knew me as Well as I do myself, and how 1 devote 
myself early and late, to your majesty's service. To 
this I owe the malice of my enemies, who envy me 
your majesty's grace and favour. I have indeed, 
cause to cry shame upon those who have so deadly 
belied me ; yet 1 know that my sovereign lord and 
lady will not be imposed upon by their inalicious false- 
hoods. Your majesties will consider all things acy 
cording to the right of your laws : it is only justice 1 
look for, and desire that the guilty may feel the full 
weight of his punishment Believe me, dear lord, 
it shall be seen before I leave your court, who I am : 
one, who though he cannot flatter, ^1 shew his 
face with unshrinking eye, and an jmblenushed fore- 
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All that Stood in the royal presence were amazed, 
fad looked at each other, when the fox epoke m 
bc^ly. Bnt the king with a Btat^y countenance, 
re[died: " Sir Reyuaid, I know you are expert in 
fallacies; but worda will no longer avail you. I be-, 
lieve this day will be the laot of your glory and your 
disgrace; therefore 1 will not chide you much, be- 
cause I intend you shall liye bo short a time. The 
love you bear me, has been shewn to the coney and 
the Took ; your reward ihaU be a short life on earth. 
There is an ancient saying: ' A pot may go long to 
the water, but will come home broken in the end :' 
and your crimes though so long successful, shall 
DOW pay the penalty with death." 

At these words, Reynard was stricken with feei, 
and wished himself far away ; yet he found he must 
put the best face upon it, whatever fwtnne mig4>t 
betide. He therefore said : " My sovere^ lord ; 
it is but justice that you hear me, in answer to my 
accusera, for were my faults more heinous than 
any can make them, equity calls for a hearing 
from the accused, I have done the state some ser- 
vice with my counsels, and may do so still. I 
have never deserted your majesty in emergencies, 
when others shrunk from your side. If my ene- 
mies then utter slanders, have I not a li^t to 
complain. It was once otherwise, and time may 
bring round the old course, for the actions of good 
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sKvants ought not to be fo^tten. 1 i^ here many 
of my kindred and friends, who now make no aci 
count of me, but can venture to depcive you of the 
best aemmt you possees. Had I been guilty, ihould 
I have dared to have made my appearance thus vo-! 
lunUrily, in the very throng and jn«» of my enemies. 
That would have been madness, indeed, more espe-. 
cially whrai I was at full liberty; but heaven be 
thanked I know my enemies, and daie encounter 
them, innocent as I am. Had I not laboured under 
the cennne of the church, I would hkve sooner 
B{^aied; but when my unde brought me the 
tidings, I was wandering sorrowfully on the heath, 
where I met my uncle Martin, the ape, who farez« 
ceeded any other priest, in his pastoral duties, having 
been chaiJain to the bishop of Cambrick, these nine 
yean. Seeii^ me in such great agony of heart, 
be said : ' Why so heavy in spirit, dear cousin 1 and 
iriiy is your countenance tosad? Think grief Is easy to 
carry when the burden is divided among many &iend«,' 
" J answered : ' You say true, dear uncle, such ii 
indeed my fortune : not that I am guilty, yet swrow 
is bea^ied upon me without cause. Those whom I 
ranked among my best friends, accuse me ; as you 
will hear. Lately at the feast of Whitsuntide, 
when I was keeping fast; a time we must prepare 
our hearts, 'Et vos estote parati,' you know; in 
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came L^irel the coney, and refreshed himself a](N^ 
with äie chSdren. Hy youngest son Rowel cable 
to take away what he left, for the nature of chOdren 
it ever eating and craving, when the coney smote 
htm on the mouth tiU his teeth bled. The little 
fool fell down in a swoon, on seeing which, Reynar- 
dine my eldest son ran at the coney, caught him 1^ 
the ears, and would questionless have slain him, 
had I not come to his rescue. I then gave ray 
smi correction for his fault ; but Laprel hastened to 
the king, and accused me of having sought to 
destroy him. Thus am I unjustly accused and 
hiOHgbt into danger ; I who have most occasion to 
accuse others. Not long after came Coibant the 
rook, äying to my house with a sad noise, and on 
demanding what ailed him, he said; 'Alas my wife 
is dead. There was a dead hare full of moths and 
vermin, lyii^ on the heath, of tfhich she has eatea 
80 much that the worms have gnawed her throM 
asunder.' And havii^; said this, away he fiew, and 
reported forsooth, that I had slain his vrife ; though 
she flies in the air, and I walk on foot. Thus, dear 
uncle, you see how I am slandered, but it is per- 
haps, for my old sins, and Üierefore I bear it wiüi 
more patience.' Then my nephew the ape said : 
' Yoji shall go to court, and disprove their false- 
hoods.' 'Alas uncle,' I replied, 'the archdeacon h»B 
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laid under the pope's curae, because I advised the 
wolf to forsake his holy oiden, when he complained ' 
that h« was unable to endure that strict life and so 
much fasting. Of this advice I now repent me, 
since he has repaid my lore with nothing but midice, 
and stirring hia majesty against me with all the worst 
slanders he can invent. In fact, dear uncle,' I am ' 
Isought to my wit's end, for as I must hasten to 
Rome for absolution, what injuries may happen to 
my wife and children in my absence, through the 
mahce of such bloody-minded wretches as the wolf ? 
Were I but quit of the pope's curse, I could go to 
cönit, and pleadmg my own cause might turn their 
malice against themselves." 

" 'Then pray, cousin,' replied the ape, * cast off your 
sorrow, for 1 am experienced in these matters, and 
know- the way to Rome well. For 1 am called the' 
bishop's clerk, and I will hasten thither and enter a - 
plea against the archdeacon, trusting, in spite of him, 
to bring you a well sealed absolution from the pope. ' 
Why, man, I have many great friends ; as my uncle 
Simon and others, Pen-stout, Wait-catch, and the rest, 
all of whom will stand by me. Nor will I go un- 
furnished with money, for the law has no feet to vralk 
on without money. A true friend is known in need, 
and you shall find me one without difficulty, so cast 
aside your grief, I say, and proceed to court, as I 
will now do, on yotu: behalf to Rome. Meanwhile I ' 
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absolve ym of all yvar bids and, offepoes; and t« 
r^nhjiiy QQntt you shall meet there Dame Rukenard 
my wife, her tvo sis^ asd ov thiee children, be- 
■id«s others of the family. Salute them from me, 
and explain what has passed. JUy wife is fffudent, I 
IcDow h^ to be faithful, and like me, ahe will aem 
leave her fnends in danger. Yet should your a&iis 
Toquiie it fail ^ot to dispatch me tidings ; and there 
is not an enemy, from the king and queen to the 
lowest of their snt^ecla; — not an enemy of yours, but 
shall instantly be placed under the pope's cune. 
Bach au mlerdiction shall be tsEued against the whole 
kngdom, that no holy or royal duty shall be per- 
formed till you be restored to right and justice. 

" ' This, he continued, ' rest assured, I can easily 
per&im, for Itis holiness fs very old, and little es^ 
teemed, while Cardinal Pare-gold bears all the sway 
in the country, being young and ^'^ <° many friends. 
' Besides he has a mistress of whom he is so greatly 
enamoured, that he denies her nothing which she de- 
maikds. This lady is my niece, and wiU do whatever 
1 request hei ; so you may go boldly to the king, and 
cha^ him to do you justice, cousin, which I Iqiow 
he will, as he understands that the laws are made for 
the use of all men.' 

"When I heard him speak thus, please youi ma- 
JQpty, I smiled, and with gi^ joy came hither to 
rdate the tiutfa. Therefore if your majesty or any 
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lord within this coart, can ehai^ me with any ties- 
pass wfaalaoCTet, aad prOre the same by teidraony, as 
the law requites, at will otherwise oppose himself to 
me person to peiMn; grant me but a day and equal 
üsts, iriien I will maintain mj innocence in comlmt, 
prorided he be my equal in birth and degree. This 
isalawthat has never been put aside, and I trust that 
in me, for me, ci by me, it shall not now be broken." 

The whole of tbe assembly stood dumb and amazed 
at bearing these words, not expecting so much bold- 
ness. As for the coney and the iooIe they stood so 
scared that they durst not speak, but stole away fni- 
vately out of court. When they had gone a Uttle way 
they said, " This deviHsh murderer has such art in his 
falsehood, that no truth has any chance of contending 
with it. It is far bett« for us to save ourselves while 
there is yet time." 

Sir Isegrim the wolf, and Brum the bear, were 
very sad when they saw these two desert the court: 
while the king said, "If there be any who would im- 
peach the fox, let him step forth, and he shall be 
heard. Yesterday we were laden with complaints ; 
where are they to-day ? behold here is Üie fox r^y 
to answer for himself." " My sovereign lord," said the 
fox, " absence makes impudent accusers bold when 
the accused's presence daunts them as your majesty 
sees. O, whaX it is tb trust to the malice of these 
cowards I and how soon they may confound good 
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m«i. Ab for me it matters not, dnly had they asked 
me foTgiTenesa, I had quickly cast all their ofieaces 
behind me, for I will never more complaia of my 
enemies; my revenge I will safely confide to Heaven, 
and justice to your majesties." Then said the king, 
"Reyna;d,you speak well, if the inward heart resem- 
bles the outward shew ; but I fear your grief is not so 
great as you express it." " It far surpasses it, sire," 
replied the fox sonowftiUy. " No !" quoth the king, "for 
I must chai^ you with one false treason : When 1 
had pardoned all your sins and ofiences, and you 
promised to go a pilgrimagie to the Holy Land; 
when I had furnished you with scrip and stafi' and 
all things requisite to the holy order, you shewed 
your utter contempt of them by sending back with 
Bellin the ram the head of Kayward, a thing so 
wholly reflecting upon my honour, that no treason 
could be fouler. This you cannot affect to deny, for 
Bellin my chaplain at his death made known the 
whole transaction, and the s^me penalty which he 
then paid shall now fall to your share." 

On hearing this sentence Reynard grew sore afraid 
and scarcely knew what to say. He looked with a 
woeful countenance upon all his kindred who stood 
round him ; his color went and came ; but none lent 
eithei hand or foot to help him. The king then 
said, " Oh,' thou false dissemblii^ traitor, why art 
thou thus struck dumb?" The fox being fuQ of 
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anguish, heavsd a deep sigh, as if ihis iheart. vas 
breaking; so that all the beasts present except ihe 
wolf and bear truly pitied him. Daine Rukenai^ in 
particular shed tears, and being a great favorite of 
the queen she took up the fox's defence, in so elo- 
quent and pathetic a strain as to melt ; the hearts of 
all present, not excepting the king. The queen then 
followed her favorite, tiiend the ape's wife, until ob- 
serving the relenting mood of his sorereign, the'fdx, 
who had flattered himself with this result, proceeded 
'to clench the nail and strike the iron while it was 
hot 



CHAP. XVIII. 



Then Reynard again held up his head, and said: 
" Alas, my sovereign lord, what is that you said? Is 
good Kay ward the hare then dead 1 where then is 
Bellin the ram ? These are strange tidings I hear. 
What dki Bellin bring to your majesty at his return ? 
for my pait I ddivered him three rich inestimable 
jewels, which I would not have detained Arom your 
majesty for all the wealth of India. One of them 
was directed for my loid the king, the other two for 
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my sorereign lady the queen." " Yet I received no- 
thing' Mud the king, " bnt the bead of poor mardered 
Kaywaid, (or which I executed my chaplain the tarn 
instantly, aa he confessed the crime to have bees 
donebyhisadrice andcoonsel." "Can this be true?" 
(xied the fox; "then woe is me, that ever I was bOTn: 
the finest jewels that ever were possessed by any 
earthly prince we lost and gone. I had rather have 
died before your majesty should be thus defrauded; 
and I know that it wiU be the death of my wife, she 
wW never more put trust in me." "Dear nephew," 
cried the ape's wife; "let them go! why sorrow thus 
afiertiansitory wealth; if you will give us a description 
of them it will be just as good, and irom that we may 
perhaps be able to find them. If not we can order 
the magician Alkarin to consult his books, and search 
all the comers of the earth. Besides, whosoever 
detams them shall be cursed in all parishes until he 
aball restore them to the king's majesty." 

" But whom," said the fox, " shall we trust in this 
eomipt age, when even sanctity itself walks masked and 
in disguise 1" Then heaving another deep sigh to gild 
his dissimulation, be [voceeded. " Now listen all of 
you bdonging to my stock and lineage, ft>r 1 wiD 
discribe what these jewels were, of which both the 
king and myself have been defrauded. The first 0( 
Aem intended fot his majesty, was a ring tif fine and 
fOTt gt)1d, and whhin it, next tfae finger, were engraven 
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letters enamelled wilh aznre, and IsbeiB, containing 
tliree Hebrew names. Fot my own part 1 could 
neither read nor spell them ; bat Aixoa of Träte, the 
excellent linkst, who knows the nature of all man- 
ner of hert», animals, and minerals, assured me that 
diey were those three namee which Seth brought out 
rf Paradise wlwn he presented hia father Adam with 
the oil of mercy. Whoever shall wear these three 
naones about liim sb!tdl never be hurt by Sunder or 
Kgfatning, neither shaH any Idnd of witchcraft have 
power to charm him, he shall not be tempted to any 
sin (woidd each of my enemies had one to wear) 
neither wiU heat or cold ever annoy him. Upc» it 
was enchased a most precious stone of three ärers 
colors. The firet like red chrystal, gUttering witii 
fire, and that with such brightness, that if one had 
occasion to journey by night, the Ught thereof was aa 
great aa that at noonday. Their color was a clear 
bamished white, the virtue of which would cure any 
blemish or soreness in the eyes ; also by stroking the 
grieved part, all manner of swellings, head-adiB, or 
any sickness whatever, whether of venom, ti'eakneaB 
of stomach, cholic, stone, strangury, fistula or can- 
cer, either outwardly apjfei as- before shewn, or in- 
wardly by steeping the stone in water mid swallowing 
it. Again as fai as one bore it fasting, into whatever 
vompany the wearer went it would mtüce him infinitely ; 
bdoved ; and if he shoidd be exposed naked in a vast 
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wide field, against an hundred armed enemies, yet 
should be stand finn and come off, with honor, and 
victory. Yet he must be nobly bred, and of no churl- 
ish dispoaition; as the ring confere no virtue upon 
any who is not a true gentleman. Now all these 
virtuea considered, I thought myself quite unworthy 
to keep it; therefore I sent it to you; my loid the 
king, knowing you to be the most excellent of, all 
living beings, and one on whom all his subjects* lives 
depend, most fit to be guarded then by Bo rich a 
jewel. ■ 

1 " This ring I found in my father's treasure; and 
also a comb, and a ^ass mirror, which my wife begged 
to have. They were both jewels of great worth, and 
these were intended for the queen, because of the 
grace and meicy she extended towards me. The 
comb was made of the bone of a noble beast called 
Pantbera, which lives between the greater India 
and earthly Paradise. He is bo beautiful, that he 
partakes of all the loveliest hues under heaven ; and 
the smell of him is so sweet and wholesome, that the 
very savour cui«b all infirmities. He is the physi- 
cian of all animals that follow him; he has one 
fair bone broad and thin, in which when dain, are 
contained the whole virtues of the animal. It can 
never be broken nor consumed by any of the ele- 
ments; yet.it is so light that a feather will poize .it, 
and it will receive a fine polish. The comb then re- 
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■embles fine silver; the teeth are small and straight, 
and between the great teeth and the smaU, there is 
engraven many an image very cunningly wrought and 
enamelled about with fine gold. The field is che- 
quered with sables and silver, and therein is con- 
tained the story how Venus, Juno, and Pallas con- 
tended for the golden .ball upon mount Ida, and how 
Paris was to present it to the fairest of them. 

" Paris, at that time, was a shepherd, and fed his 
flocks along with Onone on that hill ; and first Juno 
' promised that if he. would bestow it upon her, she 
would make him the richest man in the world. Pal- 
las said, that if she might have it he should become 
the wisest among alt mortals, and the moat fortunate 
E^inst his enemies. But Venus said, 'AVhat boots 
wealth, wisdom, or valour ; art thou not Priam's son 
and Hector's brother, who away all Asia — art thou 
not one of the heirs of. mighty Troy? Give me the 
ball, and I will ^ve thee the sweetest creature the 
world can boast, the fairest lady of all breathing ; 
■he whose like no sun shall ever more behold. Thns 
thou shalt be richer than with riches, and tower above 
aU in pride. Thine will be wealth none can praise 
too much ; since such beauty is that heavenly elixir 
which turns all things into dehght.' 

" Then presently Paris gave her the ball, coaBnuing 
her the fiureal among the goddesses ; and another place 
was figured, shewing how he won Helen, and brought 
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ber to Troy, with the solemnity <^ the maniE^, the 
hiwour of the trinrnpha, and all else appertaming to 
that grand story. 

" Now for the mirror, it was not iaferior to either of 
the preceding; for the glass was of «ich rare virtue 
that men might see and know whatever was done 
within a mile ; whether the actions of animals or an; 
thii^; he should desire to know. Whoever gazed 
therein, was cured of every malady ; and indeed so 
manifold were its virtues that wonder not if I ehed 
tears over its loss. The value of the tvood far ex- 
ceeded that of gold, greatly resemUing the wood 
Hebenus, of which king Crampart made a horse, for 
love of the most beautiful dai^hter of king Morca- 
diges. This horse was so artfully constructed, that 
whoever rode on it might speed above an hundred 
miles in less than an hour; which Clunades the 
king's son proved to his cost. Not believing in it, 
and being strong and lusty, he leaped upon the bOTse, 
when Crampart turning a pin that iVas fixed in the 
breast of the engine, it went through the palace win- 
dows like a shot, and CEuded him ten miles at least 
the first minute. At this miracle, Clamades was 
much a^gfated, and imagined, as the story goes, 
that he should never return again : but what was at 
length his infinite joy, when he had learned to guide 
and manage the wtxiderful beast! 

" Strai^ histories -in gcAd and silv^ were decy- 
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[Aered on Ute wood witfa saUei, yeUow, azure and 
cynope, all wUdi colors were very coriouely interlaid 
with each other, and ike words under each hiatcury 
were bo finely engraven twd enamellMl, Üiat any mu 
might read the wfac^ stiny. In truth the world nei« 
[Toduced a thing of greater worth, lustre, or pleasnie. 
In the upper part «tood a horse in his natural g^oiy, 
fet, fair, and fioy, which vied with a stately hart that 
nu before him. Finding be could not omtake Hie 
hart, at which he was filled with disdain, he went t« 
a herd«nan near at band, and told him that if be 
would help him to take a hart, he should hove the 
profit of it : boras, sidn, and flesh. Then the heids> 
nan asked him what means he shovitd use to get bint. 
The hOTse add, ' Mount upon my back, and I will 
bear you after him, till we have tired htm down.* 
The heidsman accepted the offer, and bestriding the 
hone, pursued the deer. But he fled so fast, and 
gained bo mach ground, that the horse grew weary 
and bade the heidsmaa aUght, for he would rest him 
awhile. 'No,' theberdBmansaid; ' I have a bridle on 
thy bead and spurs on my heels ; so thou art now my 
Hmnt, neither väl I part wi^ thee, but govern thee 
as seems best to my pleasure.' Thus the horse 
brought himself into thraldom, and was taken in his 
own net ; for tto creature ha> a greater adveratuy 
dian its own envy, and many wfaue aiming at the 
downfall of others, M upcm tbeir own ruin. 
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" la another pait was represented the itory of ray 
father and Tibert the cat, how they trarelled together, 
and had - sworn by their troth, that neither for hire 
nor hate would they desert each other. It happened 
w . they were journeying along, they encountered 
hmtten coming orer the fields with a pack of hounds 
at. their heds, from which they both Sed apace. 
Then said the fox, seeing their lives in danger, ' .Ti- 
bert, whither shall we. turn, for .the hunters have 
espied us 1 for my part, I hare a thousand wiles in 
readiness, and as' long as we keep together, we shall 
have no need to fear them.' But the cat began^to 
nigh, and was sore afraid ; ' Ala«,' he said, ' I have only 
one, and that must help me at my need ;* and with 
that, he clambered up. a tree, leaving my.noble father 
in the lurch ; who then Aed wit;h a whole kennel at 
his heels, and hunters crying, ' kill the fox, kill the 
fox.'.. 
. " Tibert also mocked my father, saying : ' Now, 
cousin, it is high time to try your hundred wiles ; for 
if your wit fail you, I fear your . whole body will 
perish.' My father was much hurt at these reproaches 
from a friend in whom he trusted, only he had .Dot 
time to listen to them. For the dogs.were so close 
upon him, that had he not luckily met with a hole at 
hand, it must have gone hard with. him. .You may 
thus see the felse .faith of the c^t, like, whom thon 
are many living at this time, and thou^ this migJU 
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well excuse me iram loving the cat, my soul's health 
and charity bind me to the contmry, and I wish hira 
no harm, though 1 confess his misfortunea would not 
grieve me. • 

"OnthesamemiiTorwas written the history of the 
wdf ; how he found a dead horse upon the heath, 
whose . fleah being eaten away, he was fain to gnaw 
the bones. Swallowing them too hastily, one stock 
across his throat, and almost choked him. . In this 
extremity, running and crying every where for a sur- 
geon to ease his torments, in the end he met with 
the crane, and besought him with his long neck and 
bill, to help him, and he would give him great ^re- 
wards. B^eving him, the crane put in his long neck 
quite down hia throat, and brought up the long bone. 
At this pull, the wolf started and howled out : ' How 
you hurt 1 but I forgive you, if you will not do it 
again.' Then the crane said, ' sir Isegrim, be joyous 
and frolick, you are whole. I only look for the pro- 
mised reward.' ' Howl' cried the wolf 1 ' what impu- 
dence is thist I suffer, and have cause to complain, 
yet you want to be rewarded. Do you foi^ that 
your head was in my mouth, and . yet that I spared 
your life. Yes, though yon put me to great pain, I 
allowed you to take your head out again. You are 
ungratefid; it is 1 who ought to call for some 
reward.' . . . 

" These three raiities I vowed to send to your 
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maj^ties, and could Üiink of no better meMengen 
than Kftyward the hcire and Bellin the itxa. Little 
did I then itnag;ini! that good Kajwaid vw so near 
his end. Yet I will search the whole woHd, but I w3 
find the murderer ; for murder cannot be hid. It 
may be, he is in this presence who knows what is be- 
come of Kayward, idthough he conceal it, fbr many 
devils walk like saints. Yet the greatest wonder Of 
all is, and which troubles me most, that my lord the 
king should say that my father, and not I myself, erer 
did good. But weighty affairs may veil produce for- 
getfulneas in kings, or your majesty might call to 
mind how when the king your father lived, and yon 
were a prince not above two years old, my father 
came from the school at Moutpelier, where he had 
stuped the art of jAysic five years, and became so 
expert in all its prindplee, and so famous in those 
days, that he wore clotfaes of silk and a golden ^idle- 
Now ^en be arrived at court, he found the king m 
great extremity, which grieved him, for he loved the 
old king your father ; and the king rejoiced at his 
presence, and would not suffer him to quit his side. 
He said, ' Reynard, I am exceeding sick, and I feel 
my sickness increasing.' My father answered, ' My 
lead, here is an urinal; as soon as I behold the color 
of your kidneys, I will ^ve yon my opinion of the 
state you are in.' The king did as he was advised, 
for he tmsled not any equal to him. Then said my 
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father, ' My best toed, if yon «ill be eaaed of joar 
dnohler, you most needs tsäe» the liqvot of & wolf of 
■even yean old, or else your doeaae is incurable.' 

The wolf at that time happened to stand by your 
father, but said hothing: whenupon the king ob- 
setred : ' Sir Isegrim, you hear thwe is nothing 
which can cure me besides your liquor.' The wolf 
refdied : ' Not so, my lord, for I am not yet fall five 
yean old.' ' It is nomatter,' ansvreredmyf^her; 'let 
hhb be opened, and vhen 1 see the liquor, I will teH 
you if it be medicinEtUe.' The wolf was then earned 
bowling to the kitchen, and his liquor extiaeted, 
which the Ung took, uhI was soon cured of his dis- 
order. THhi the king thanked my lather, and com* 
manded all hia subjects upon pain of death, from that 
hour to give him the title of sir Reynanl, presentii^ 
him with the castle of Halepardus and the ne^- 
bouring warrens, besides a number of orders and title« 
to boot. Yet be' still abode with the king, and was 
COBSnlted m all thii^ ; he was presented with a gar- 
land of rosee to wear like a crown upon lua head. 
But the remembrance of his serncea is i^ past and 
gone, and his Kiemies are advanced — ^vvtue is trnmp» 
led, and innocence lies in sorrow. For when base- 
ness and avnrice are made ntasters, they neither know 
diemsdves, nor consider the loiriinesa irfMnce they 
sprung. They have no hearts for p^, nor eais-ftR* 
the poix iMn'e cause. Gold is the ^ they run to, 
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and gifls the god vhich they, worship.' What gieat 
man's gat« docs not look towards covetouKieM ;— r 
where is not rank flatteiy entfrtained ; — and what 
prince takes hate at his own praises? 

" Thk was, ' my lord, an axxident which befell in 
your youth and you may easily forget it ; yet, without 
boasting, I thmk I may say, I, as well as my father, 
hare consulted your honor and Bervice. Far be it 
from me to repeat these things, 1 would' not upbraid 
your majesty who are always worthy of more than, I 
can render — my uttermost is but the rent of a loyal 
subject, which I am ever bound by the laws of God 
and nature to pay. But I must say that so it was, 
when the wolf and I. together had gotten a swine 
under us, and on account of his extreme loud crying 
were compelled to bite him to death; at that time 
your royal'self came out'of a grove, and saluted. us 
saying ; that you and the queen your ciHisort, were 
both exceeding hungry, and intreated of us to give 
you part Isegrim murmured something, but I spake 
out aloud : 'With all my heart, my lord, and were it 
better than it is, it were too mean for yoor deserts.' 
But Is^rim taking half of the swine went grumUing 
away. 

"ThiB, and many such actions as this, 1 have done 
for your majesty's sake — too painful to repeat. They 
ue all expui^ied from memory ; but time and my 
loytJ^, will (»le day, I trust, recall them. I have 



V Google 



REYNARD THE 70X. 113 

leen the day when no aSw of momentvas transacted 
at court without my concurreoce ; and though the 
same policy aod jud^ent are not now so highly prized, 
circumstances may bring them into action with the 
same reputation as heretofore ; as long as I aim only 
at justice. For if any one can assert or prove the 
contrary, here I stand to endure the worst the law can 
inflict But if malice only slander me, without wit- 
ness, I crave the combat according to law and usage 
of the court." "Then," said the king, "Reynard, you 
say well: and nothing know I of Kayward's death 
save the bringing of his head hither by Bellin the 
ram; and so I acquit you of that savage deed." 
" My dear lord," said the fox, " I humbly thank you, 
jet 1 cannot so easily pass over his death. I remem- 
ber how heavy my heart tdt at his departure, which 
1 take to be a certain presage of the loss which sub- 
sequently happened." 

: These words, and the sad looks of the fox amazed 
all the beholders, insomuch that they could hardly 
refuse to bdieve what he had said, and in fact every 
one lamented his loss and pitied his sorrow. 
' The king and queen were the moat affected of any, 
and then intieated him that he would make diligent 
search for the discovery of those precious jewels, his 
praises haying excited the royal curiosity and avarice 
beyond measure. And ;because he affirmed that he 
had intended ibose rare articles for them, though 
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they iwrer lo mnch u law thtm, yet they gave him 
as ^at tbankA a« if they htd beat in their nie pov- 
session, (bo gntified ^na their vanity) and they de- 
iired that he would at» all means to recover them. 



Sib Reynard understood their meaning exceeding 
well, and, though he little meant to perform what they 
intreated, he thanked die king and queen, vowing not 
to rest, either night or day, tmtil he bad found what 
was become of those [necious jewels. He beseeched 
his majesty that if they should be concealed in places 
where entrance was forbidden by force, his majesty 
would assist him, as their discovery so nearly con« 
cemed him. The king replied, " That as soon as it 
rixnikl be known where they were, no help or assist- 
ance should be wanting." Having thus Stained fril 
the success he aimed at by bis false tales and flattery, 
he thought he might go whiäier he [leased, and that 
none woaVl dare to oppose him. But sir Ise^im bad 
stood h^ the whole of this time infinitely disfrfeased, 
!md no longer able to restrain his tmger, he cried : 
" Oh, my dread lord, is it possitde your majesty 
should be BO weak and credulous, as to (»edit the 
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tidsehoodfl of this wch impostor. They are only 
shadows and chimeras which he hoMs oat to miilead 
you ; but be not deceived by him, he is a wretch 
covered with Uood and treason, and he modes and 
aooSs your majesty to your face. Bat I am g^ad we 
are here together in your royat presence, and 1 intend 
to riD|^ sudi a peal of justice over his head that 
all the lies he can ioTent, shall not bear him alray 
with safety. 

" Not long «DCe, this smilüig but bitter-hearted 
traitor persuaded my wife that be woidd teach her 
how to catch fish— as mcrny as she pleased. It was 
one cold winter's momii^ ; and having first made a 
h<^ in the ice, he told her that if she would let her 
tail hai^; in the water a good while, numbers of fish 
would come and seize hold of it, wheo she might 
easily pull them upon land. This die timjde fool did ; 
and stood there so long that her tail was frozen hard 
to the ice, so that all the force she had, was not able 
to pidl it oat. Well might she duiek, cry, and feed 
iqpoa the brine of her own lean, bat all to no pnrpoee, 
had 1 BOt providentially been passing near. So I 
«est unto her with much sorrow and heaviness, hav- 
ng a world of labour ere I conld bre^ the ice about 
her, and m despite of all my Cunning, yet she was 
compiled to leave a {riece of her tail behind her; 
and, indeed, we both esCE^>ed hanUy with our lives. 
For by reasoo of her great anguish, she bariwd so 
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loud, Üiat the people of the next village rose up, and 
so fiercely assaulted ub, that I never was in to despe- 
rate a taking.' Thua, my gracious lord, you have 
heard how this tr^tor hath uued us, and agamat 
the same we crave the right of your law and justice." 
At this serious charge sir Reynard answered Und 
said : " If this were true, I confess it would touch 
me near in honour and reputation ', but God forbid 
that such a slander should be proved against me. I 
confe^ I did teacli her to catch fish, but ber greedi- 
ness so transported her when she heard me name it, 
that she ran among the pieces of ice without any 
direction, and stopping too long she was frozen, 
though she had eaten as much as would have satis- 
fied twenty reasonable beings ; but it is a general 
■aying 'that have all will miss all ;' and so the lady 
got fastened in the ice. I was employed in charita- 
bly lending her my assistance ; when up came the 
furious Isegrim, and most basely slandered me. At 
the same time he cursed bitterly, instead of thanking 
me for my goodness ; and more to avoid his blasphemy 
than his threats I went my way. Truth is my badge, 
and hath ever' been the device of all my ancestors, 
:aDd if any scni[de my assertion, I require but eight 
days' Uberty, ihat I may confer with my learned coun- 
sel, when I will with oath and testimony make good 
my WMds. As for sir Isegrim, what have I to do with 
him ? it is already known that he is an abandoned 
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notorious villain, false both to heaven and your ma- 
jesty, and now his own words witness that he is a 
base slanderer. Let the matter be referred to his 
wife — if she accuse me, let me be held guilty ; pro- 
vided she be not overawed by the tyranny of her 
husband." 

" Villain," cried air Isegrim, " recollect when you 
fell to the bottom of the well, and lay in peril, my 
wife hearino^ thee moaa ran to assist thee. Th«i thou' 
didst persuade her to lower herself down by the bucket 
int« the welt, leaping at the same time into thai hang-. 
ing' by the other pulley at the bottom, when thou 
being hghter than she, didst reach the top and she. 
fell heavily to the bottom. When she complained : 
you only said ; ' Nay, it is but the fashion of the wodd : 
as one comes up, another must get down ;', and so 
saying, you leaped out of the bucket and ran away.'' 
To this the fox replied ; " I had rather you should 
have been there than myself, for you are stronger and 
better able to endure hunger. At that hour of neces~ 
sity both of us could not escape ; and I taught your 
.wife wisdom and experience, that she should neither 
trust friend nor foe, when our own peiil is in ques- 
tion ; for nature teaches us to love our own welfare,' 
and he who does not is crowned with nothing Init the 
title of folly." 
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Sib Iszorim waxing veiy wroth, answered the fox: 
" ViUain ai thou art, tfay mocks «ml «ccinu I des- 
[nM, bot thy injuria I will nOt bear. You say yoa 
faavs fadped me id siy need, when I was almost dead 
with hnnger, b«t thou liod in thy throat. You nerer 
^Te me better Ütaa a bare hose, after you bad 
gaatnd it well youra^ This you wy, to injure my 
reputatteo, aod ^ain, you ticcu«e me of treason 
against the kin^, for the sake of thy false treasure« 
at Hvaterioe, bendes hfunng injured '^id slandered 
niy irife, which will continue to ataia ow name untu 
we are aivenged,. Itieiefoce look no Ipi^;!^ fiu- 
ese^w ; here, bdcffe my lord the king, and you my 
oofale (aeaäa and kmnoen, I affirm and will ap- 
prore to the ]ast drop of my blood, that thou Reynaid 
the Fox, ait a false traitor and murderer, as I wiU 
make good upon thy body within the lists of the 
field, unül our strife shall have a fatal end, body to 
body, and life to life. Witness for me here, I cut 
dvwn my glorei which I dare thee to take up, that L 
may have r^ht for my injuries, or die like a recreaat 
and coward." 
Keynsid was somewhat perplexed when it came 
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to this; he knew himself much too we^ for the 
mjf, and feared to come off with the wont. But 
■uddeolj recollecting Üx advantage he had in the 
wdf B fore claws being pulled off, and which were 
itot yet l^<ealed, he mustered courage to re|dy: 
" Whoever says that I am a false ttaitor and mur- 
derer, lies in his throat, especially Is^giim above all 
olben. Pow fool, thou art ending the a&ir as I 
would have it ; in proof of ^^ch E take up thy gage 
and throw down mine, to prove thou art a liar and 
traitor, as of old." 

This said, the king received their pledges, and ad- 
mitted the battle, commanding each to put in his 
surety that the combat should be tried on the morrow. 
Then stepped fcath the bear and the cat, and became 
sureties for the wolf; and tot the fox appeared Grim- 
bard the brock, and Betelas. When all ceremonies 
were finished, the ape's wife takii^ Reynard asidci 
■aid : " Nephew ! I beseech you, lode to yourself in 
this battle, be bold aad wise. Your uncle taught 
ne once a prayer of singular virtue for any com- 
batant; which he learnt from that excellent scholar 
and clvk, the abbot of Budelo. If you utter that 
jiB(jet with great devotion, fasting, you shall never 
be utterly vanquished, however hard pressed in the 
field. Therefore, good ne|^w, be not afraid; for 
to-morrow I will read it to you fasting; and the 
wolf shall never prevail." Reynard, grateful as he 
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BEiid, for her favoun, swoie that his quarrel was good 
and hoDest, and that he had no doubt of his succeu. 
The whole of that night he tarried with his kingmen, 
who sought to amuse him with pleasant diacdurse. 
Dame Rulcenaid was still suggesting something for 
advantage in the approaching battle; and she per-' 
Huaded him to have the whole of his haii shaved off 
from head to tail, and- afterwards anointed his body 
over, with olive oil. This made him so smooth and 
sUppery, that the wolf could scarcely hope to keep 
his hold ; besides, he was round and plump, which 
was also much to hia advantage. She next advised 
him that night to drink exceeding much, that he 
might be more able to blind his enemy in the momil^, 
but by no means to waste his ammunition till he 
came to close quarters in the field. " Then whenyoa 
see the moment, take your bush tail, and strike it 
well in the villain's eyes, imtil you have quite p^-' 
plexed and blinded him. But in the intervals keep 
yonr bush between your legs, as close as you can, 
lest he catch you. by it, and level you with. the 
ground. Take sharp heed at first to shun his Uows v 
ehide them, nephew, and make him toil and sweat 
after you in vain. Lead him where there is plenty 
of dust, and having first besprinkled him, kick up' 
the dust in his eyes with your heels. Then take- 
jour advantage when he can no longer see, and 
smite and bite him most lUiscbievously, still con- 
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tinuin^ to mystiiy both his sight and undentondin^, 
by brushing; him in the &ce from time to time. 
Thus put him to the torture til) you hare quite 
wearied him out; and feai not, for though he be 
strong and stout, his heart is Uttle aad weak. This, 
nephew, is my advice ; art prevails as much as 
courage ; therefore look to it, and think how muA 
wealth, honour, and reputation you may reap, both 
for yourself and family, by accomplishing this great 
feat. Now for the chann which I learnt from your 
ancle Martin, and which will hdp to make you in- 
vbciblc, it is as follows : Then layii^ her hand upon 
his head : she cried, " Blaerd, Ihay, Alphenio, Rea- 
hue, Oorsons, Arsbuntro. Thet«, nephew, now yot| 
aie free from all powers of mischief and danger 
whatsoever. Go then to rest, for it is near day, and 
some sleep will make your body the better disposed 
for action, on the great and eventful morrow." 

The fox gave her infinite thanks, saying, she 
had bound him to her a servant for ever, and that 
he felt entire confidence in the excellent rules she 
had laid down. He then laid himself down to rest, 
under a greeu tree on the grass, till it was suQ-rise, 
when the otter came to awake him, saying he had 
brought him a. fat young duck to eat. " I have toiled 
all this blessed night," he said, " to get this present for 
you, dear cousin, which I took trom a feeder. Here, 
^ake and eat it, for it will give you v^ur and cou- 
TOL. I. a 
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rage." The fox thanked him kindly, aod said it was 
luaky haniel, asauring his fiiend, that if he aurrivcd 
that day, he would requite it. Reynard then eat 
the duck without bread or sauce, ezc^t hia hunger, 
and to it he drank four great draughts of water. He 
tiien hastened to the ai^KHnted place of action, whcae 
the lists stood, with all his kindred attending on him. 
When the king beheld Reynaid thus shorn and 
oiled, he said to him: "Well, sir Reynard, I see 
you are very careful of your own safety : you have 
KtÜe respect for booty, so you escape danger." The 
fox answered not a word, but bowed himself humbly 
19 the ground b^ore their majesties, the king and 
^e queen, and proceeded into the field. At the 
same time the wolf was also ready, and stood boasting 
with many proud, and vain-glorious speeches. The 
marshals and rulers of the lists were the Libbaid 
and the Loss. These last brought forth a book on 
which the wolf swore, and maintained his assertion, 
that th« fox was a traitor and a murderer, which 
he would prove on his body, or be accounted a 
recreant. 

When these ceremonies were over, the marshals 
of the fidd held them to their devoir. And then every 
one abandoned the lists save dame Rukenard, who 
stood by the fox, reminding him of the rules of 
battle she had given him. She bade hJm recollect 
how, when he was scarcely seven years old, be had 
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wisdom enough to find his way .to his taihtr't castte 
on the da^est night witbont any lanäioRi, or even the 
light of tiie moon. That Ma eiperience was much 
greater, and his reputatidii for wisdom more frequent 
witi) his companions tha& any^her; and diat he 
oug^t therefore to make dbi^le esertions to «in the 
day, which would be an eternal monument to hbn, gnd 
his family for evermwe. "to this the fox anflwered, 
" My best aunt, be assured I wül do my best, ai^d not 
fcM^t a tittle of your counseL I doubt not but my 
friends shall reap honour, and my foea shame by my 
actions." To ätis the ape said amen and so de- 
parted. 



CHAP. XXII. 



Wb£II none but the combatants were left in the 
lists, and the signal was given, the wolf adranced 
towards sir R«yntffd with infinite i»ge and fuiy 
th in k ing to catch his enemy in hia fore feet, but the 
fox leaped nimbly aside. The wolf then pursued 
him, and thrae began a tedious chase, on which the 
fhends on both sides gazed with earnestness. Taking 
huge leaps and strides, &a Is^rim soon ov^took 
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htm, and lifUi^ up his feet to strike, Reynard 
avoided the blow, and smote his advereaiyon äie 
face with his tail. It told so well, that sir Isegrim 
was ahoost stricken blind ; in fact, it was'a complete 
daqper, and smarted escesaiTely. He was compelled 
to rest while he cleared his eyes, an advantage which 
RcTnard did not loose; for he scratched up the dust 
with his feet, and threw it boldly in the eyes of lus 
enemy, close under his nose, as he was thus em- 
ployed; a feat which called forth loud ap[dau«e. 
This dust tormeated sir Isegrim worse than the 
brush, and he ventured to follow him no longer. 
His eyes smarted so sorely, that he sought to wash 
the duat away, at which Reynard ran in upon him, 
and gave him three severe wounds upon his head 
with his teeth, saying, " Have I bit you, sir Isegrim ? 
I will soon bite you better. You have killed many 
a lamb, and many an innocent beast, and would give 
me the credit of it, but you shall fiitd the price of 
your knavery. ' I am now sent to punish thy sins, 
and IwiU give thee thy absolution bravely. It is ^ood 
thou use patience. 1 will mEike a hell of thy pur- 
gatory, for thy life will be at my mer^. Yet if th»i 
wilt kneel down and crave foigtveness, confessing 
thyself vanquished, though thou art the vilest crea- 
ture living, I will spare thy life, for such is my pi^ 
that I am loth to kilt thee." These words made 
jrir Isegrim mad and desperate, so that he could find 
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no vent to his fiuy; for bis wounds bled, his eyes 
smarted, aad his whole frame was oppressed. : 

Id the he^ht of his fury he r^sed up his foot, 
and hit the fox bo severe . a blow, that he felled 
him to the ground. But sir, Reynard being nimUe, 
quickly rose, and fiercely encountering the wolf, a 
dreadful and doubtful combat began. Ten times 
the wolf leaped upon sir Reynard, in the hope of 
catching or killing him, but bis skin was so slippery 
and oily that he could not hdd him. Nay, so ez- 
tiem^y active was he in the fight, that when the 
wolf thought he had him in the surest, he would shift 
himself between hi» legs, and under his belly, each 
time dealing the wolf a bite, or a brush on the face 
with his tau, that poor sir Isegrim was ahnoEt re- 
duced to despair- 
Various wounds and bitings passed on either side, 
the one achieved by cunning, the other by violence, 
the one expressing fury, the other temperance. At 
length sir Isegrim enraged that the combat had con- 
tinued so long, for had his feet been sound it would 
have been much shorter, he said to iiimself, " I will 
make an end of this fight, it is too bng; and I 
know my very weight is enough to crush him ta 
pieces. I am now losing my reputation in fighting 
with him at all." This said, he struck Reynard ano* 
ther severe blow upon his head, and again felled him 
.to the ground. Ere he could recover himself and 
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ariie, be eailglit the fox in his feet, and thnutin^ 
him nndet him, he lay upon him with his yrbdß 
1*«i^t thinkkig to stifle hmt. 

Now Reynard began to be serioudy alanned, while 
sir begrim's fiiendg gfaonted for joy; but the fia 
thon^ he ceased'to joke, defended himself manfully 
with his claws stietched as he was upon the gromid' 
When the «olf thus preaiinf and biting him, sought 
to pat an end to his existence, the fox l»t him ^;aiD 
in the belly, and repelled his attempts at worrying 
him with his fore claws, so that he actually tore the 
skin between the wolfs eyebrows. Hig ears Ued and 
(Hie of his eyes wa^ hat^^ing out of his head ; he 
howled out in great extremity, and as he was wiping 
his face Reynard tocdc an opportunity of r^jaining 
his legs. But the wolf striking fitriouity aAet hira 
again canght him in his an£s, and held him (hst 
Nerer was Reynard in such straits before, and fierce 
was now the struggte between them. Passit» made 
the wolf forget his smart ; and griping the fox under 
him, he got his hand into his mOuth and nearly bifit 
off. Then spoke «r Isegrim to Reynard : " Yidd 
thyself vanquished, or else I will certainly sday thee ; 
Meither thy dust, thy brush, thy mocks, or any more 
Itibtle inventioiis shall now save thee: thou art 
«terly desperate." When the fox hcatd this, be 
diought there WEks Ktäe choice left, aa either wooM 
be his ruin. But there bebg no time to lose, he said : 
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« Dear uncle, since fortime wiQ eo We it, I yield to 
your commands ; I will travel for you to the Holy 
Land or any other sort of pilgiimage ; yea, or perfonn 
any serrice most beneficial to your soul and the soult 
of your forefather« : I will obey you, as I would obey 
the king or our holy father the pope. I will hold my 
lands and tenements from you as well as the rest of 
my kindred. You shall be a lord of many lords, and 
none shall dare to more against yoa. Whatever, I 
catch, whether pullets, geese, partridges, or plover, 
flesh or fi^, you, your wife and children, shall ever 
have the first choice. Again, we are so near in 
btood that nature forbids there should be any long 
enmity between ua ; and I would not have foi^ht 
against you bad I been sure of victory. You first 
appealed and theo of necesuty I mutt do my utmost, 
yet even in this battle I have been courteous to you 
and not acted as 1 should to a stranger ; for well I 
know it is the duty of a nephew to spare his uncle, 
which you mig^t easily perceive üom läj running 
fiom you. I might have often hurt you when I re- 
fused, nor are you any worse except for the blemish 
in your eye, for which I am sony and wish it had not 
happened. I therefore humbly beseech yoki that you 
will permit poor Reynard to live ; I know you mi^t 
kill me, but what will that avail you, when you can . 
never live in safety for fear of the revenge of my kin- 
dred? Tranperance in wrath is an excellent thing, 
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while rashnen is still the mother of iepentatM:e. You, 
uncle, 1 Imow to be valiant, wise, and diKreet, yon 
rather seek honor, peace, and good fame dtan blood 
and revenge." To this sir Isegrim replied, " Thou 
iafinite dissembler ; thou wouldst fain be free from 
the badge of my senritude. It is well 1 understand 
ÜiCB, and know that if thou wert safe on thy feet, 
tbou would'st soon forswear this submission. But 
all the wealth in the worid shall not purchase thy 
ransom. For thee and thy fHends I esteem them 
not, nor believe a word of what thou hast uttered. 
J am no bird fbr thy line bush, chaff cannot deceive 
me. Thou would'st triumf^ bravely were I to credit 
thee ; but know that I have wit to lot^ both on this 
aide and beyond thee. Thy innumerable deceits 
have armed me against thee ; and look upon me and 
my wounds, and then say if thou hast «pared me. 
Thou did'Et not even give me time to breathe, nw 
iwill I now give thee time to repent in ; for thou hast 
dishonored - me in . every mode thy villainy could 
devise." 

Now whilst air, Isegrim was thus prating, Reynard 
was thinking how he might best get free, so thmsting 
his other hand which was at Uberty down- und«' his 
belly, he caught sir Isegrim fast between the 1^, 
and wnii^ him so extremely, that he made, him 
shriek and howl out with anguish. Then the fox 
.drew his other hand out of his month, for sir Isegiim 
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ma in such wtMtdioiu tonnent tfaot he was only ft 
few degrees ftom swoonii^, and completed the tor- 
tiue he was mflicdag;. Human nature could endtue 
m more, sir laegnm fell over in a deadly fit, and 
Reynard dragged him by the legs about the lists. He 
then struck, wounded and bit him ia divers places, so 
that the whole field might behold the punishment he 
inflicted. Sir Isegrim's fiiends meanwhile were 
transfixed with sorrow and despair, so they went 
weeping and lamenting to the king, praying him to 
appease the combat and take it into his own handB. 
Their suit was granted, and the marshals Lihbard 
and Loss, entered the lists, and told the fox that the 
king would speak with him, that the fight should 
cease, and that he would take it into his royal haitds 
to determine ; adding that his mi^esty did not wish 
fa> lose either of them, though the ^lote field had 
given the fox the victory. 

. *' I humbly thank his majesty," said the fox, " and I 
wiU obey his commands, my ambition extending no 
farther than to be proclaimed victor. I beseech you 
then, let my friends come and attend me; I will do 
«ccordii^ as they advise." They answered it was 
reasonable, - and then came forth lady Slopard, and 
-sir Grimbard her lord, lady Rukenaid with her two 
sisters. Next Bitelas and PuUrump her two sons, 
and MtUicia her daughter. Hundreds more who 
would not have ventured, had the fox lost the battle> 
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tocaid£fewiüiltim,iiow'ad'nmcedta greet him, sedi- 
ing to become hi> attendantB, for to him vho ha* 
eanwd honor ftesh honors and graces will flock iitfWhUe 
kwen meet only with contempt. Alas, poor Isegrim ! 
there now followed m the train of R«yniud, Ü» 
Beaver, the Otter, and both their wirea, Paantecrote 
and Ordigale, aloag with the Ottcole, the Martin, 
and the Fitchews, the Fenet, the Squinel, and num- 
bers more than we can name, all becanse be was the 
victor. Many who had most bittedy cunfdained of 
him, swore they were nearest of kin, and profiered 
their services to him with all humility. For snch is . 
the feshion of the world ; he who is rich and in favor 
wiU never want alnmdance of friends ; every (me wiU 
pretend to like him, and imitate his folly and retail 
Ins fala^oods. 

Accordingly there was a solemli feast proclaimed 
on the part of Reynard's friends, at which all kind of 
honora were to be heaped apon him; trumpets 
sounded, comets irinded theii horns, and the music 
was followed by thanksgivings for his glorious victory. 
Sir Reynatd received all his friends with courtesy, 
and returned thanks, with evident gratification and 
delight. He cmchKled by requesting their OfMiiion 
whether w not he should yiekl his victtny into 
the kii^s halids, instead of taking sir Isegrim's life ? 
to vrtach his foithfid relation lady Slopaid made 
answer: " Ye^ by eQ means, cousin ; it is a point of 
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honor, and I do not see how you can refose." The 
rest agreed, and the tnarthals then led the way into 
the king's presence, escorting Reynard on each side, 
with trumpets, &fes and timbrels, playii^ as the pro^ 
cession went along. 

When sir Reynard came before the king, he fell on 
his knees ; but his majesty bade him rise, and stud : 
" Sir Reynard, you may well rejoice for you hare this 
day won signal honor. On this account 1 dJschai^ 
you and set you free ; to go whither your own plea- 
sure leads ; all former quarrels 1 take upon myself, 
and will have them well discussed by the wisest heada 
in the kingdom, as soon as Isegrim's wounds, if ever, 
shall be cured. At that time 1 will take care to ac- 
quaint you, and then proceed to judgment in these 
matters." 

" Most excelleuf and dreaded lord, the king !" re- 
plied the foz, " I am well satisfi^ with every thing 
that shall fdease you ; yet when 1 firet came to your 
majesty's court, there were many maUcious persons 
whom I never injured, who sought my life. They be- 
lieved they should overpower me by unitmg with my 
worst eoemies, for they imagined that the wolf was 
more in favour with your majesty than I myself. This 
was the ground of their indignation, wherein they only 
shewed their simplici^, which was unable to avertthe 
catastrophe that followed. 

" Such men, my lord, are like a great kennel of 
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bonndfl, vhich I once, sav standing upt» a drntgiull 
ne» a great lord's house, where they were waitoig for 
what they could catch ; expecting their feeders were 
notfiuoff. Shortly they saw a hound run out of the 
lord's kitchen vith a good UX rib of beef in his mouth. 
Bat the cook «as in pursuit, and got bo close as to 
throw a pail of hot scakling water upon his hind quar- 
ters, though like a stout d(^, he still kept hold of his 
prey. His companions beholding him, said : ' O, 
liow much art thou indebted to the good cook who 
has doubdeas given thee that fine bone so well hned 
with flesh.' fiutthedt^tepbed, ' You speak, tneaAs, 
accoiding to what you see ; — not according as I feeL 
Ton see me with this good bone in my month, but 
yM) do not feel the smarting upon my bnttocks. 
Please only to look upon me behind, and you wiH 
find the price I have paid for it.' Hia friends then 
perceived how badly he was scalded ; both hair and 
hid« were flayed clean away ; and tbey looked ^hast 
and Borrowtul at the torment he suffered in bis Iruns. 
Finding, too, he was such an unlucky dc^, tbey re- 
nounced all &rther acquaintance with him, and ran 
away. So likewise, my lord, do these false and un- 
wtMlhy beasts, when they are made lords, and gainii^ 
their desire, think they become mighty and renowned. 
Then they begin to grind the faces of the poor and 
needy, eating them up like hungry and savage hounds ; 
for the«e are the dogs with hoaea in their mouths. 
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thot^ they deserve to get theii buttocks well scalded. 
Yet no man must dare to meddle witb them, or oflend 
them ; but rather praise all their actions, while many 
assist them in their unlawful actions in order that' they 
may be allowed to lick their fingers for some share of 
äieir extortions. Oh, my dear lord ; bow can such 
men walk safely while thus blindfold ; — how can they 
expect any thing but a shameful fäll, when taking^ 
Buch uncertain steps t Neither can we pity them when 
(heir works come to light; — perpetual curses and re- 
[^aches must follow them to their graves after their 
ruin is accomplished. Many of these have lost their 
jackets — namely theirfrieods, Uke the thievish hound, 
and have none left to cover their misdeeds ; while 
their former companions desert them as the whole 
skinned hounds did the scalded dc^. 

" My gracious lord, I beseech you remember this 
moral example ; and it will no way impair the great- 
ness of your virtues, for doubtless many of these ra- 
venous extorting creatures are under your subjection, 
both m towns, cities, and great lords' houses. These 
are they who outface the poor ; barter their freedom 
and privileges, and accuse them of actions of which 
they never dreamed;— all to make up the sum of 
their own private projects. But Heaven has still 
judgment in reserve for them, when they reach their 
ignominious end ; for they are guilty of errors of 
which none can justly accuse roe, or any of my kin- 
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dred ; — we can alwap acquit ourselves aobly of Üx 
same. I fear no creature's accusations ; — not I ; for 
the fox will still be the fox, though a host of foes try 
to outswear me. For you, my dread lord, you I 
adore above all mortal bein^ ; nor shall any art or 
devices divert me from you ; — I via abide by you to 
the last gasp. MaUce, I am aware, has belied me, 
and told your majesty the contrary, yet I have always 
disproved its accusations and so will do to the last 
moment of my existence"*. 



His majesty then made answer as follows : " Sir 
Reynard, you are one, I think, who owes me homage 

* In Uke nunner, we are infonned bj or Reynud that his 
blliei, who enjoyed the higli oSc« of lord clinnceQar under the 
late lioii km|;'B leign had squall; irell Bocceeded ; and even 
extracted eii laegiim'B liver for its medidnal pioperty. Donbt- 
leu the chancel loTship wag heiediCaiy in ät Reynjatl'a family, 
and poauued bj the heio of the nwy, aa he hinuelf declsrea 
that bii fatheyg deuoi; wm couceated at Ciekeopil neai Hna- 
traloe.— Ed. 
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load fealty, if ever Bubject did ; and long I trust 1 
Shalt live to enjoy it. Here^ for your past services I 
dect you one of my privy council. Take heed you 
db not shew any backsliding, or any unworthy haur 
k^ir^ after old tricks ; for I am about to place you 
Id full power aUd authority as you formerly were. I 
hope you will administer justice ec|uitably and truly*. 
Fqr as long as you apply your policy to right views 
and actions, so long the court will cherish you, for 
you are a star whose lustre exceeds all others, espe- 
cially in prying into mischief and preventing it. Re- 
memb«', therefore, Üie moral you yourself related to 
me, and attach yourself to truth and equity. 

" Henceforward I will be governed by your wis- 
doni, and not any subject breathing throughout my 
kingdom shall offer you the least msult or injury, 
but I will highly resent it. This you shall proclattn 
through all the nation, of which you shall beeome 
chief minister; — the office of lord high chancellor 
I here freely confer upon you, and I know that you 
may reap great honor as well as profit thereby." 

All Reynard's Mends and kindred humbly thanked 
the king, when he informed them that it was much 

* Fnun this it woald indeed afpeti that lir Kejnard had 

before preaided over the court of equitj, an office fiom which he 
moat have been jno-teinpore auspended, owiDg to the hsavy ac- 
cuntioiis bnoght ftgtunat him, otgt vhich he finally trininphed. 
—Sd. 
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short of what be intended to do for them, at the same 
time advising them aU to admonish Reynaid to be 
careful of his faith and loyally. Lady Rukenaid then 
observed : " Believe me, my lord, we will notfail b 
that point ; for should he fail there, of which there is 
no danger, we should all renounce him." The fox 
too thanked the king with fair and courteous words, 
saying, " Nay; my gracioui lord and master i 1 jm 
not worthy ! — far &om worthy of these high honors, 
yet I will ever study with my best service to deserve 
them, -nor shall my best advice ever be wanting." 
And this said, he took his humUe leave of the king, 
and then departed with the rest of his Iriends and 
kindred. 

Meanwhile Bruin the bear, Tibert the cat, and «r 
Is^irim's wife, with her children, bad been busily em- 
ployed in conveying their vanquished relation from 
tbe6etd. They laid him upon soft littei and, hay; 
covered him very wann, and dressed his wounds, to the 
number of twenty-three, assisted by some of the most 
skilful surgeons. He was exceeding sick, and bis 
weakness was such that all sense of feeling was lost 
So they rubbed and chafed him on the temples and 
unde/ the eyes, till be recovered from his swoon, and 
howled so loud, that all stood equally shocked and 
amazed to hear him. His physicians instantly gave 
him cordials, whh a eleepii^ draught to allay the 
sense of his tonnents ; at the same time they con- 
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■oledhiswife,asBuringher there was no kind ofdaiwer 
from his wounds, taough they migbtlong prove trouble- 
some. So the court broke up and every beast re- 
turned to his own home. 

But chief, among the departures, sir Reynaid the 
fox took his leave of the king and queen, both their 
majesties requesting that he would not long be ab- 
sent &om them. To this he answered, that he should 
make a point of being ready at their service, as was 
his bounden duty ; and not only he himself, but the 
whole of his friends and kindred. Then craving leave 
of his m^esty, with all due solemnity, and smooth 
speech, he departed from the court.* 

• And wu there evei conrder Sitteieii more braiely and 
■UCcMsfa!]; 1 He that could bossC as much, might well be 
master of the eight liberal «deaceB ; and no lord, whether ipi- 
litual or temporal, bat waold have an eai open fi» hia pleasant 
langaage. Nor did aii Beynard die without ieioe, inaemncb ai 
be haa left Ida aacccMon in almost all parts of the world. In- 
deed, he who ia not in aome degree allied to him in the an of 
ünnlation and dissimnlatian will hardly prosper as the world 
goes ; tor thoi^h he may want the foi's hair, if he hate his 
heart, he will be pretty generally accepted. 

Plain dealing is now in exile, while araiice and fiaud occopy 
Us vacant tenements ; neither (he pope's palace, nor the 
prince's court being exempted from their lisiti. 

Money is now become the great favourite of the age, the idol 
of the church, and the coontiy's worship : for it can purchase all 
tUngs, defend all things, and confoond all iLings. Thus mad' 
men Invel all over the world in pursuit of this folly and this 
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CHAP. XXIV. 



Along wtüt Reynard, all his friends and kindred, 
to the amount of forty, took their leave of the 
king, and accompanied him ; being proud thai he 
had so well sped, and stood bo fair in the king's favor 
For now he had power enough to advance whtnn be 
best pleaaed, and pull dovm any wfaio envied his 
fortune. 

After a pleasant tour, sir Reynard and his fiiendi 
approached the castle of Malepardus, where each in 
noble and courteous guise, took leave of tbe other, 
while sir Reynard himself shewed especial politeness 
to each and all. He thanked them for the aii^alar 
love and honor he had received from them, and jm- 
t£sted that they might always count upon bim as their 
faithful and humble servant; bound to serve them in 

faihioD ; and ha who is not a true fox, is but a beast of low esd- 
matioD, go whitboi he will. 

This is the woild'i cDstom, aod what it will atleogth esd 
in, the wias man can neither judge nor imagine ; onlj he know* 
that mch heinoaa sins at falsehood, theft, murder, and ambition 
can never walk but hand in hand with judgment. From which 1 
lieaitilf prajthal the hand of the M<wC Highwill defend as, and 
lead DB to walk in those yaäit which aie sgreeable to piety and 
Tiitue. With tili* 1 conclude, as these are not fit tbemei for me 
to treat of, sioce at (he last daj, every one is sure to giie aa 
account upon bii own rospoDsibili^. — Old Eng. Comm. 
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all things, aa far u Iub life and property might be 
serriceable. 

With these words, he shook hands, and hastened 
to rejoin lady Ermelin, who welcomed him home with 
great tenderness. To her and his children he related 
tt lai^ all the wonders he had gone through at 
couit, not omitting the minutest circumstance. They 
all felt proud of his high fortune, and that they were 
so nearly related to him. Henceforward the fox 
spent his days with his wife and children as much as 
possible, with infinite joy and content. Now who- 
erer shall aver more or less of the fox, than you have 
here heard, I would not have you place much reliance 
on his report; only this which you have already 
heard or read, you may believe as much as you please. 
Nevertheless, if any refuse, he shall not be accounted 
heietical and contumacious, since only he who said 
it, can give full credit to it, thoi^h it is certain that 
many in this world believe the things they have not 
geen.f 

* Thus then aie many playi botli of a comic and monl kind 
npnaanting matUn that nem weie, meielj foi (im bmefit of 
tb« ixamplo ; ahewing how men may belt «hou vice and piiT- 
M« Tiitue, In the Bsma maunar thia book, conUluing matten 
of jan, ma; yet if leiiaualy caiuidered, Bap|ily mach moral in- 
Kroctian and wUdom, well worth yoai consideration. NuCher 
goodneu noi good men will be fonad diacredited ; all iLiogi are 
^Kiken of generally, and eveiy one may take hii own ahare aa 
b«it initroct bim. If any here find bimself 
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too like hlmaelf, let him mead hii waji, ud lemove the nsem- 
blance, and if imj othn be deta, let him hold on hü path, ind 
aitöd itombüng. So if any take offence or dietaale, let hin 
likewiM not blame me, bat the foi, iaaanocb a> both the lu- 
guBge and themoraliarehiiown. Old Eng, Camm. 
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It would be difficult to assign bounds to the po- 
pularity of this ancient representative of the practic&l 
jokes and accomplishments of his countrymen ; more 
especially at a period when the people were all Berfs, 
and their hamleto laid waste by the robber knights, 
while they languished under the oppression of their 
own feudal lords. That theadventuresofthe "Boor's 
son," became thus early familiar, would appear no 
less from its general currency than from its repeated 
reprints and versions into other tongues or dialects. 
We are Informed by M. GÖrres,t that I 



* " D«T WicdeTCntandene Enlenipiegel, &c. The «onilerful 
aod Tara History of Thyl Owlglau, a peaiant'a sod, who was 
bom in -ibe land of Brunswick, here rendered from the Saion 
«lialect into good High Dutch, and now newly augmented and 
impravedi with seTeraL qoalnt Ggurea, being altogether very 
pleasant to read, as well as adapted foi pleasing insuuction." 

Snch is the title of the popular Book of this nutic hara, as 
itufoundin the Folkabiichei of Gorres. 

t Aecouutof German popular works, inch as they have been 
■Jteaened by accident or by merit, from the earliest period to 
the preMDt, HeUUIbtrg, ISOT. 
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first appeared in 1483, in the Lower SaxoD dialect, 
althoa^ this first edition ii qo lon^ to be met with. 
The earliest one now extant, is that published ht 
Augsburgh, in 4to, 1540, mentioned by Koch, and 
pteserved in the Wolffenbuttel library. It was first 
translated into High Dutch, by Thomas Mumer, m 
Franciscan friar, who fiourished about the period of the 
reformation. Prom the lai^ old edition, complete 
in 4to, published at Strasbui|;, 1543, it would seem 
that Howleglass took both sides of the question, 
and bestowed equal ribaldry and abuse upon both 
religious parties, turning his witticisms into an eccle- 
siastical channel; insomuch that, on the Luthoiiin 
side, he added ten more {»ractical jests upon the ad- 
ventures of Pope and priestcraft, to the ninety and 
two, his usual number. After " beating the drum 
ecclesiastic" alternately to the annoyance of both 
parties, the fame of Howleglass spread to other na- 
tions, and he assumed a French dress as early as 
1559; besides being twice converted into Latin lam* 
bicB, and subsequently into other tongues. Among 
others, his adventiues appeared in Low Dutch, 1613, 
at Rotterdam, under the title of " Historie van Thj4 
Ulenspiegel, van sin Schalcke Boeverijen, die im 
bedreven heeft see ghe noech lije, met schoone 
figuren :" History of Tyell Howleglass, of his n^ish 
tricks and adventures, &c. But above all he seems 
to have proved most acceptaUe to the peasantry in 
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the interior of Switzerland, those stout genuine moun- 
tain dwellers, whose superior strength, cheerful in- 
dustry, and whose whole spirit continue still so ex- 
actly congenial to the species of wit which prevails ' 
throughout the work; the same happy ribaJdry, in 
the good sense of the word, which is conferred, and 
wjiich'can only be conferred, by nature. 

" Bold,' genuine, and characteristic humour," 
continues Gones, '* is the stuff of which the work is 
composed — a national storehouse of amusement 
from which each successive generation has largely 
^wn; a true family expositor of merriment, well 
adapted to catch the popular ear, and keep up in- 
cessant laughter. It is quite clear from its tone and 
fbmi, however rhapsodical, that the whole work is 
the result of a concatenation of fables, throughout' 
different times ; the representation of an entire class, 
ofwhich it forms the monument, gradually raised by a 
combined national spirit and humor of the people,, 
like an edifice which no single hand could possiUy 
complete. Hence the entertainment it affords con- 
>ists of the ornamental coloring and display of the 
people's characteristics, among whom it took its rise; 
we think we see, converse, and even jest with them ; 
mitü we seem to join with their famous hero in his 
tricks and devices, and that peculiar satire and ri- 
baldry which the German peasantry acknowledge for 
Aeir own. 
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" Here too we have the rude untutored kind of 
wit, rather the result of sheer strength, and flow of 
spirits, than of reflectiou, and which is pronounced 
by higher authorities unseemly and low,' although it 
really never falls into scuirihty or obscenity in its 
jests. 

" Should we even imagine we trace auch atendenCy, 
let UB recollect that the comic scenes of Aristophanes, 
are scarcely of a higher character, and that the 
whole Athenian pubhc scrupled not to hasten from 
the statues and temples of their Gods to enjoy the 
whimsical creations of the poet in all their naked 
power. And truly inasmuch as our contracted edu- 
cation has gradually brov^ht us to an absurd degree 
of nicety and affectation, which in apposition to na- 
ture, pretends to blush at her gifts, while it does not 
abstain from indulgii^ in quite as inelegant pursuits 
as those it condemns, for such our hero Howteglass 
would form a good antidote ; and make a good iron- 
ical apostrophe to the contempt of the proud EUid 
arrogant, in order to remind them that they likewise 
are formed of flesh and blood, and belong to the 
earth." 

The humor of the work, however, is not invariably 
of a low and nistic kind ; it often rises to the rank of 
genuine facetiousneas and wit, as in the merry ad- 
venture with the beehive j and with the twelve blind 
men to whom the hwo pretends to give twelve floriM, 
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"These are only a few among Howleglass's speci- 
mens of wit and worth. Indeed he represents and 
personifies as it were, with singular truth and felicity, 
the peculiarities of each rank and profession, in a 
rustic garb; and while he indulges throughout an 
ironical seriousness of expression, there is always sure 
to follow some cross or contradictory action, calcu- 
lated to entertain us afresh. 

" In this way he runs the gauntlet through all ranks 
of society, not even sparing courts, though he soon 
withdraws again from these last ; he stops no where, 
he will engage himself to no single master, but piques 
himself upon being a rogue wholly upon his own ac- 
coimt. He stands m proud opposition to the court- 
fool of a somewhat eailier date, never forgetting that 
BE is the people's fool, whom it is his office to 
amuse. As such he has been handed down to our 
own times, and though great princes have long been 
of opinion, that the office is now become superfluous, 
the people are of another opinion, and have not per- 
mitted their popular tribune with the caps and bells 
to lose his station. It would indeed be domg tliem 
the highest injustice in this respect, to cast the least 
aspersion, much more so to lay the hand of poww 
upon their favourite fool and champion, by ejecting 
him from the sanctuary he has so long enjoyed. 
Surely no one would be so cruel as to wish to destroy 
the only Uttle edifice he has dedicated to popular 
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moment, amidst the innumeraUe tenqJes and 
obeliaks of pride by whirh it is every when sur- 
rotuided." — Görres Deulcher Follabacher, p. 195--200. 

In regard 1a Howl^lass himself, it is supposed 
that he ceased to jest about the year 1380, and his 
tomb-stone may be seen to this day, at MoUen near 
Lübeck, under a luge lime tree, vith its appropriate 
device of an owl and a looking glass, caired upon 
the stone. This symbol, together with bis allego- 
rical name, plamly enough betoken his want of per- 
sonality ; white the owl, which he advanced aa his 
emblem, furnishes ua with a pretty correct index to 
his character ; being remarkably sly and mischievous 
in its way, sportive and quick~sighted, as a good 
mouser ought to be, and as brisk and thievish as the 
patron of thieves himself. 

To this national eulc^ upon hts merits, may be 
added some further notice of them, contained in a 
very aUe and amnsing critique upon the antiquities 
of nursery literature,* from which it will be seen that 
the fame of our light-footed hero, had early made 
the tour of Europe, and excited emulation wherever 
it went. "Howleglass stands as the leader of a 
merry troop ; Tom Tram the son-in-law of Moth« 
Winter, Tom Stitch the tailor, and Tom Long the 
carrier of the men of Gotham, follow in his train, 
whose penny histories, all imitated from his ' merrye 
* Sm No. 41, of the Quaiteil; Benaw. 
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Jeste' are now JHiroutafties. They all beloag to the 
ancient, and noble, and widely dispersed family of 
Tom Fool, which has obtained such pre-eminence 
and dignity in church and state, throug;hout all 
Christendom. ' In the land of Sassen,' says old 
Copland, ' in the village of Keeling, there dwelled a 
man that was named Nicholas Howleglass, that had 
a wife named Wyneke, that laye a child bed in the 
same village, and that childe was bom to chriaten- 
ingv and named Tyell Howleglass. It were long to 
detail his fearful jokes which sometimes brought him 
to the gallows, yet saved him from the halter. He 
was buried with his cofHn standing on one end, as 
the visitants at the abbey believe of Ben Jonson. . . ' 

" Our English translation of the 'Merry Jeste' of 
a man that was called Howleglass, and of many 
marvelous thinges and jestes that he did in his lyfe 
in Eastland-; was imprinted at London in Tames 
streete, at the Vintre, in Three Craned Warfe, by 
Wyllyam Copland. ' 

" According to the technical phrase, it was done 
into Ec^lish from the High Dutch. There is also 
a Remiah translation, which, well puriSed from all 
aspersions on holy church, is now a class book in 
Flanders. The Flemish faithful are earnestly warned 
not to purchase ' The shameful edition printed at 
Amsterdam, by Brother Jancz, in the Bui^wal, at 



V Google 



148 HOW LEG LAU. 

the ugD of the ' SUver Can,' the same bung cal- 
culated to vex and scandalize all good catholics." 
• The tranalation here mentioned by the reviewer, 
is to be found at the BritiBh Museum, and is supposed 
to be an unique but imperfect copy. It likewise differs 
in its arrangement from other translations, as appears 
from a French copy which professes to be a literal 
version from the old German, and which was com- 
municated to the editor, by the kindness of Mr- 
Douce. Along with the old translation of Howle- 
glass, appear several other ancient traditions of a 
more chivatric cast, such as Eglamoure of Artoys, 
sir Tryamoure, Sic. with the still more ancient story 
of Virgihus, likewise imperfect. The editor is 
further informed by Mr. Douce, who, in his French 
Howleglass above mentioned, refers to all the known 
authorities respecting him, that there exists a set of 
cuts intended for the work, in some copies of Lag" 
niet's "Proverbs.— Bran«*, ii. 23. 

The introduction to the work, inserted in the old 
English translation of Wyllyam Coplande, with which 
we here conclude, as our best apology, will be found 
to run as follows; affording a pretty accurate cri- 
terion of its general style. 

" For the great desyrir^ and jwaying of my good 
friends ; and I the fu^t writer of this boke might 
not deny them ; thus have f compiled and gathered 
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mucti knavishness and falseness of one Howleglasa, 
made and done within his life, which Howleglass 
died the year of our Lord, u.ccccl. Nowe I de- 
syre to be pardoned both before ghostly and woridly, 
as foi% high and lowe, afore noble, and uonoble. 
And right lowly I requyt« all those who shall hear 
or reade this, (my ignorance to excuse.) For this 
fable is not only to renewe the mindes of men or 
women of all degrees, from the use of sadnesse, to 
passe the tyme with laughter or myrtbe ; and for be- 
cause the symple knowing personnes should beware, 
if folks can see. Methinke it be better to passe the 
tyme with such a mery jeste, and laugh thereat, and 
doo no synne, than for to wepe !uid do synne. So 
let us heare howe Howleglass, as he was home, was 
chrystened thre tymes upon one daye." 



In the land of Saxony, at a place called Cavelling, 
near the river of the same name, Howleglass was, 
in the first place, bom. His father's name was 
Nicholas, and that of his mother Anne Ulbeke. 
They carried their son to Ampleuvent to receive bt^- 
tism, and gave him the name of Thyl Howlegh 
Aftfir being baptised, he was carried into a tavern, 
where the whole party, as in many places is the 
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custom, were very merry over the said child's bap- 
tism, gossips, ^father, and godmother and aQ. 

The good cheer ended, nurse was carrying the 
young gentleman home again : but whether from a 
drop too much, or some other cause, it is certain that 
she tripped in crossing the bridge, and dropped with the 
paid iufitnt, into the water. Both would infaUibly have 
been drowned ; had they not obtained speedy assist- 
ance. As it was, however they reached the house 
in safety, prepared a cauldron of hot water, in all 
haste, and by way of antidote, gave the child a wann 
Imtb, which he required no less for the very bespat* 
tered condition he was in : (and indeed it was an 
awful muddy place into which both had fallen.) 

By such means Howlegkss was baptised three 
times upon the same day ; once at church, once in 
the river, and once in a warm bath. 



One day Howleglasg's parents were gone out, 
leaving him, while still a very litde fellow, by himself 
in the house. It happened that a certain knight was 
jogging along that way, or rather out of his way, and 
seemg nobody, he went to the door, and thrusting 
himself half way through, he inquired if there weie 
no one there? "Yes," retorted Howleglass, " there is 
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9 man and a half, and the head of a hone ; for you 
aie half in ftnd half out, with your horse's head : and 
here am I a whole man." " And where the deuce • 
are thy father aud mother, my httle churl?" cried the 
man. '■ Why, my father ia just gone to malce bad 
worse, and my mother is beekin^ either shame or 
km." The man inquired, " How so ?" " Sir, my father 
ii making a bad road worse ; he is delving ditches 
to keep folks off his fiekl ; and my mother is gone to 
get a loan of some bread. Now, if she retain her 
kind lender less (as I think) it will be a ^eat shame, 
and if she cheat folk it will be worse." 

The person next asked whether he could go com- 
fortably that way? "Aye, aye; go where the goose 
goes," returned the lad, pointing to a flock of geese. 
On turning his horse's head, the man saw the geese 
take to the water, and he exclaimed, " Why, you 
ngue, the geese are flown into the pool." " Yoii 
Aould go where the goose was then going, I say, 
Bot where she flew." To this the traveller had no 
answer to make, but obeyed, wondering at the subtle 
aniWCTS of a mere chihl. 



SooK there came bitter complaints, almost every day 
repeated, by the neighbours, to Master Howleglass's 
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father, a^uring him what a malicious rc^e his sob 
was ; for he was wicked from the time he could walk, 
and, even shewed his malice in the cradle. ' Hewould 
hide his head under the bed clothes, tum up his 
legs where his head should be, and make the most 
odd leaps and antics ever witnessed in a child. 
But when he had reached ten years old, his tricks 
grew BO numerous and intolerable, and the conv- 
plaints of the neighbours so loud, that his father 
took him roundly to task, saying, " How comes it 
that every body calls you such a malicious little 
wretch?" Howleglass, in his defence, declared that 
he did no body any harm, " But if you wish to be 
convinced, father, and believe your own eyes, let me 
ride behind you, on youi old Dobbin : and I dare 
say they will still continue to find fault." So bis 
father mounted him behind him, on the horse, and 
as they jogged along, Howleglass sedng some 
neighbours approach, pulled up his Utde coat be- 
hind, as a salutation to them as they passed. 
" There's . a . malicious little knave for you," they, 
cried aloud, as they went by ; upon which the urchin 
said to his father, " You see I did them no harm, and 
yet they will call me nick names." 

His father next placed him before him, as they, 
rode along, when Howleglass b^an to pull the 
most ugly faces ever seen, mocking and lolling his 
tongue at every body, as they went by; all which. 
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his falher could not see. " Look at that wicked 
little wietch !" was the cry ! And upon thia his father 
quite losmg patience, said : " Aye, thou wert bom. 
in an unlucky hour ; for though thou hold thy tongue 
IÜ1 revile thee, and though thou sit as quiet as a. 
lamb, the children run out of thy way," Soon after, 
his father, quite vexed at such injustice, changed his 
abode, going to a village near Magdeburgh, to which 
his wife belonged ; and no long time after this, he 
died. Howleglaas's mother continued to live vrith 
her son, eating and drinking what they could get ; 
for his mother shortly grew very poor, and Howle- 
glass would learn no trade: only at the age of sixteen, 
he had learnt to dance upon a rope, tdoi^ with some 
other mountebank tricks. 



T BOWI.IOI.iaS FBI.I; FKOli THI 



It happened one day, as Howleglass was amusing 
himself with dancing upon his tight rope which he 
had made fast across a pool of water, the better to 
shew his dexterity, that a number of idle urchins had 
gathered round to see. One of them bethoi^ht him 
of a trick, £u»d taking out his knife he cut the cord at 
one end, and Howleglass went souse into the water to 
h5 
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tlie great merrunetit of the r«et, wlio left him to get 
oat as he best could. This made him both very diity 
and very angry, but he held his peace, declariiig thai 
it was a good joke, and that he would ctHoe agaja 
the next morniii^ and shew them something new. 
Ilis he did ; foi the nest morning after having ex- 
hibited some time upon his rope, he said to the boys: 
" Now you shall see a. wonderful thing, if you will 
only each of you hand me here his right shoe." Some 
of the parents of the children who were there, be- 
lieving he said true, and curious to learn what it 
could be, gave them to him ; when, after keefnng them 
fijr some time, and the young urchins becoming da- 
morous, he threw them back all in a heap, tellii^ 
each to take his own. A general struggle then to<^ 
place, one falling over another, fighting, biting, and 
kicking, one laughed, anoijier cried, one tore his 
hair, anoth^ pulled bis companion's, all exclaimii^ 
(j^t* it mine and that it mine, until the parents them- 
selves mixed in the afiray, and some good pitched 
battles were fbught. It was now Howleglass's tum 
to laugh, and mocking them to his heart's' cont^it, 
he bade them try on their shoes, and beii^ a capital 
swimmer he eluded all pursuit and escaped. Still 
he did not venture to shew his face among them 
again for soni^ weeks, remaining in a very quiet 
domestic way at home, with his mother, who rejoiced 
to see such a chai^, tmd thought he was on the point 
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of ref<»miiig, little knowing the malicious trick that 
he had played. 



Dame Ulheke, Howleglass's mother, more and more 
delighted to observe her son's retired and peaceable 
demeanour, forthwith thought to take advantage of 
it, and besought him to abandon hia former perverse 
ways ; which brought her no money, as might have 
been the case by learning some honest trade. How- 
leglasa then said ; " My dear mother, what ia bred in 
the bone will sot come out of the flesh, and what is 
that which a man should dispose himself to, that 
would abide by him all his Ufe ? what a man thinks 
he will stick by." *' That, indeed," answered his 
mother, quite despairing, " seems to be the case ; there 
has been no bread in the house these four days past, 
and if this is to continue only half one's life, I know 
one had better be dead." " No, no," said Howle- 
glass " that bears no resemblance to my words, for a 
poor man when he has nothit^ to eat will fast the 
fast of St. Nicolas, and when he has enough to eat, 
he enjoys a feast on St. Martin's evening; and thni 
it is with you, mother." 
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But when he saw his mother really vithout any. 
bread, Howle^ass b^an to think it waa time to think 
of pronding her with some. For this purpose, he 
walked into the village of Sastard, where he entered, 
a baker's shop, and inquired whether he had any 
objection to let his master hare eighteen twopenny 
rolls of bread, half white, and the other half, brown. 
He then mentioned a g;eaÜeman's name in the town, 
with whom he said he had just come to a certain 
hotel, adding that his master would of course pay him 
on delivery, with which the baker was well pleased. 

Now Howleglass's bread baslcet, a bag, had a 
hole in it, through which he contrived, as he was 
goii^ along, to slip one of the loaves into the mud. 
Then throwing down the basket be said to the baker's 
boy : " I dare not for the life of me carry this loaf 
home to my master ; run back and change it ; I will 
wait for you here." So away ran the baker's boy, 
and away ran master Howl^lass exactly the other 
road. When the boy returned, his customer was no 
longer to be seen ; and after looking for him a little 
while he went back to his master. Then his master 
without even waiting to thrash him, ran to the inn 
mentioned by Howleglass, hut no one knew who or 
where our hero was. Upon this the baker found he 
had been well choused, and that this was all he was 
ever likely tobe paid for his bread. 
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Iq this way, Howleglass provided his mother with 
[denty of bread, saying, " Dear mother, eat when 
yoa have it, and remember always to fast when you 
are without/' 



One day Howl^lass went alon^ with his mother to 
the dedication feast, where he got quite liiddled at 
dinner and wished to go to sleep. He tried to find 
out some .nice quiet place where he might sleep in 
safety without interruption ; and he wandered to the 
back of a Jew's garden, a place where there was a 
number of bee-houses. Having; selected one of these, 
he got into it, and slumbered soundly until midnight, 
so that his mother thought he must have gone home 
before her atone. This same night there came two 
villains to steal the Jew's honey, and one said to the 
other, "We must judge by the weight; the heaviest 
store house vrill be the best" " Yes, we must steal 
by the weight," returned his companion . laughing, 
''fair weight;", and they proceeded to try them all 

Now these bee-houses were loDg and deep, quite 
different to . what are made in this country ; and 
wh^ they came to that which contained . Howl^lass, 
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feeljng iu superior solidity, they joyfully made off 
with it at once. Howleg^ass awaking with the 
motion, heaid all that they said, for it was so dailt 
that they could see nothing. So stretching out bis 
hand Howleglaas took the leader of the two thieves 
by the hair, giving him a gentle pull, at which the 
other cuned his companion who cafbe behind. ,Ta 
this the latter answered ; " Are you dreaming, man, 
or are you walking in your sleep ? how the deuce 
sbonid 1 be pulling your wig, when I can hardly hold 
the hire ?" 

Upcm this Howleglass gave the latter gentleman 
a twinge, who said, " Here am 1 toiling under my 
load, and you are lugging me by the hair 1" 

" How the devil can that be ?" exclaimed the fiist ; 
" I can scarcely get along ; you know it is you your- 
self; you are pulling mc all the while ;" and in this 
way they went on diqiuting. 

At lei^ How^f^lass gave the first so severe a 
tug, as to bring along with it a handful of hair ; an 
iimilt which so enraged him, that flinging down the 
iriiole concern, he fell upon his companion ; and a 
reguhir battle ensued. Hearing a noi»e within, they 
took to flight, leaving Howleglass to sleep quietly in 
the bee-house till morning, which be did. He then 
walked out of his dormitory, and seeing a gentle- 
man's house near at hand, ha went in aad hired hini- 
st as a domestic. One day as he was journeying 
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with his master by a fidd of growing hemp, the 
latter ordered him to spoil and root up the man's 
field, for supplying hempen cords for the purpose of 
binding thieves and robbers upon the wheel ; which 
Howleglass did ; also treating the man's field with 
the greatest indignity in his power. His lord, in 
truth, was one of those robber knights who infested 
highways and villages, and fett a particular antipathy 
to that kind of herb ; but not content with treating 
the man's field of hemp in this manner, Howl^lass be- 
stowed the same sort of compliments upon his mas- 
ter's property, both in and out of doors ; upon which, 
being one day justly in dread of his resentment, he 
prudently made his escape from the castle and re- 
turned no more. 



After Howleglass had brought himself dean off, 
he journeyed towards the land of Buddenslede; and 
at the village of Bnisedent he entered into the ser- 
vice of a priest who knew, nothing of him. His new 
master informed him that he would have a fine time 
of it, that he should eat and drink as well as himself, 
or the servant-maid, and that all he would have to do 
would be easy work, indeed only half-work. Then 
Howl^laas, pleased to hear this, said that he wodM 
do it weU. Now he soon observed that the pr^lfs 
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serrant-mtud had only one eye ; she was then pre- 
paring a couple of fowls for dinner, and she bade 
Howleglass turn the s|^t. 

She went about her work ; and when the fowls were 
roasted he sat down to eat one of them, for he was 
Tery hungry, and the priest had told him be was to 
eat of the best as well as be did ; and be did not 
atop for sauce. When the girl came back to take 
dinner up, she said to Howleglass, " Where is the 
other fowl; I left two roasting upon the spit?'* 

" My good girl," replied Howleglass, " open your 
Other eye, and you will then see them both," at which 
the servant went into a great rage. She ran forth- 
with to complain to the priest : " Your new servant, 
sir, is mocking me ; be says I hare only one eye ; 
I see but one fowl though I put t?n> to roast." Howie- 
glass, who had followed her, now said, " That is true; 
bnt I told her that if she would open both eyes, she 
would see both." The priest repUed ; " ITiat is out 
of the question, for she has only one." " There," cried 
Hoideglass, " you have said it ; but not I." " At aU 
ercnts," rejoined the priest, " there is a fowl miss- 
ing." " Yes," answered Howleg^ass, " but I only 
eat one ; you said I was to live as well as my nustei 
and his maid, and I was afraid lest you should My' 
the thing which is not, if boih.had gone up to table, 
astd you had chanced to eat both. I was afraid you 
might pe^ure your own soul ; therefore 1 eat." The 
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^est laughed and w^ satiafied, saying, " My g;ood 
fellow, I am not to be disheartened ^for the loss of a 
chicken; but always do what my maid enjoias you 
to do." Howleglass said, " I will willingly do what- 
ever she requires of itie." Yet from that time forth, 
he made a point of doing only just half of what she 
commanded him ; for if she wanted a pitcher- of 
•water, he would bring it only half fiill; if she bade 
him clap a couple of fagots to the fire, he threw on 
otily one ; if she told him to give two feeds of hay to 
the cows, they had only one; if she said, " Howl^lass, 
draw a jug of beer," he brought it her only half full ; 
and thus with every thing else. The ^rl at last re- 
solved to make another complaint to the priest, who 
came to Howleg^ass in no very Christian temper of 
mind : — " What ! my servant still finds fault with 
you ; did not 1 tell you to do whatever she bid you V 
Howleglass answered ; " Sir, I have done all that 
you ordered me ; you told me at the time that you 
engaged me that I should have an easy place ; that it 
would only be half tcork." The priest laughed 
heartily ; but his servant-maid exclaimed in a great 
fume ; " Sir, if you resolve to keep this mischievous 
rogue in your service any longer, I must leave it." 

It was no question with the priest how he was to 
decide, and Howleglass received warning on account 
of the chamber-maid, at which he was not sorry for 
he said he hated to be eternally scolded by a blind 
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chamber-maid, who wanted him to do both haka ot 
the work ; both hia and her own. 



When Howleglass left his last master, he mad« 
such a good use of his legs, that he armed at the 
city of HalbeTstadt in no time ; and boldly took up 
his quaners at one of the first inns. In about eight 
days, however, he had expended all his cash, at which 
h^ felt a httle uncomfortable, and not without rea- 
son : for hig host had soon run up a long bill, both 
against Howleglass and his horse ; which how he 
came by, doth not appear. Finding that his host 
was at length getting angry with him, he intreated 
him to have a httle more patience, and that he should 
be no loser by it. Howleglass then sent a message 
to the town crier, with a handsome fee, for him to 
proclaim the arrival of a stranger, who had brought 
along with him a curious auimal made something like 
a horse, but which had its head placed where its tail 
ought to be. Meantime Howleglass tied his horse's 
tail to the manger, and before the crowd had assem' 
bled, he had got out some little hand-bills, puffing in 
high stile, his new exhibition. The town's-peo|de 
came running from all sides, thinking to behold some 
monster, or at least some rare sight Before peimit- 
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ting a single bouI to enter the st^k, he had secured 
a penny a head, without making any abatement for 
chädren. As fast as they cajne in and found how 
wittily they had been deceived, they could not help 
langfaii^ at the hoax, in which Howle^ss joining, 
earnestly intreated tbem not to niin his fortunes, and 
let those laugh at them who had not paid, by telling 
the secret to the town's people on the outside. This 
they all promised, and as soon as theygot home, each 
advised his neighbour to go and see the great sight. 
In this way, Howleglass raised a good round sum of 
money, paid his host, and rode out of the town ; 
passing a merry time of it as long as his finances 
held out. 



After bavii^ visited several places, Howleglass 
came to Meybu^h, where he gave out that he was 
|vepared to exhibit a very novel performance, to 
which he was invited by the magistrates. On being 
adced what it was, he answered that it was his inten- 
tion to mount the top of the council hall, one of the 
highest houses in the place, whence be intended to 
fly down wiüiout being hurt. 

At these tidingii, the market place was filled with 
people, eagerly watching our hero, who wiüi out- 
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spread anns.was seen on the roof of the house. When 
he saw the crowd, he laughed and said aloud ; ■" Had 
you all sworn that you could hare flown, I would not 
have believed you, while you beheve a single fool ; 
but I see the place is full of them. If you had your- 
selves told me, I say, that you were such great fools, 
I would not have believed you ; yet I see all of you 
can put faith in one who persuaded you that he 
could fly ; 80 I will, if you will give me wings." He 
then disappeared, leaving all the people to chew thdr 
disappointment, who went home, some laughing, some 
swearing, and others observing that he was a mah- 
cious rc^e, who nevertheless had told the truth, for 
that he was willing to fly down, if they would Und 
him wings. 



Our hero's fame at length reached count Brumon 
Quickforth, the bishop of Meyburgfa, and other great 
lords, who had a regard iot him on account of bis 
humorous tricks. The bishop ,in particular gave him 
his cast ofi' suits and surfJices, besides paying for \äs 
board. In the bishop's family, Üiere likewise Uved a 
doctor of medicine, no great favourite with the rest of 
the household, because he bad taken an aversion to 
Howleglass, declaring that he was mad. So when- 
ever he saw our hero at the court, he said to the l»- 



V Google 



HOWLBOLASS. 165 

shop and hia gentlemeD, that it would be better to 
invite philosophera than fools to attend there ; that 
wisä men ought to mix with wise men, and reason 
wisely; and foots consort with fools, and talk folly. 
iVforeover, that if great lords would have the last 
about their persons, they must be content to go shares 
in their fame. The bishop's gentlemen highly le- 
senting this, replied ; " There is no great wisdom in 
that reasonmg, however; for whoever wishes not to 
hear folly, may easily depart trom fools. Where 
lords be, there will be fools ; and many who imagine 
themselves mighty wise, are liable to be imposed upon 
even hy fools. Thus it is proper for lords and princes 
to be surrounded by characters of all kinds; one 
among another, they contrive to dispel ennui and 
melancholy, and therefore where great lords are, fools 
like to be." 

Now these same gentlemen repeated to Howie- 
glass the dispute they had had with the doctor con- 
ceminf him, adding, that if he wished to play him 
some kind of trick, they would be glad to second 
him. HowleglasB said : " My good »rs, if you will 
consent to do so, I will serve him out in good atile." 
He then left the bishop's court for the space of four 
weeks ; and came t^in to Genequestaigne, where 
he took up his quarters. Well ! the doctor fell sick, 
and was himself compelled in turn to seek advice and 
assistance. So the bishop's gentlemen stepped for- 
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ward and said, they knew' of an expert pracütioiier, 
just arrived in the neighbourhood, who was famoog 
for exhibiting a long list of cures. 

Then the doctor sent to invite Howleglaaa to his 
lodgii^, and did not recc^ize him in his quaint 
disguise. He said, " If you, air, can succeed ia mak- 
ing a cure of me, I will recompence you well." " I 
hope to do so," said Howtegkss ; "but you must sub- 
mit to have a very good sweating, by the event of 
which, I shall easily recognize what is yonr com- 
plEunt 1 will then take other measures with yon; 
BO that you will not need to apply to me ever again." 
The doctor believed every thii^ he said, and forth- 
with took, at one. draught, a strong emetic and ca- 
thartic to begin with, and without the least signs of 
reluctance; imagining that it was only a perspiring 
draught. The doctor was then put to bed, with his 
head turned towards the wall ; in which position 
trenn the pangs which soon attacked him in the ab- 
dominal viscera, he thought he mast have given up 
'the ghost. It was indeed, a terrific night which the 
doctor passed ; and it seemed as if the ghosts of aU 
his patients were revenging their injiuies upon him all 
at once. 

"Ah', doctor," cried Howleglass, next morning 
as he entered the room, " 1 think I can perceive hovr 
it is with you; the perspiration must have been very 
copious— my system, I see, works well." " Alas ! my 
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dear sir," re[^ed the doctor, " 1 feel very üll" and in 
fact he was so bad that he could not hold up his head. 
But Howleglass assured him that it was all for the 
best ; that it would be a sharp remedy but a short oae ; 
and aAcT persuading him to take another dose, ex- 
actly of the same strength, he left him to his fate, 
and fled. The bishop's gentlemen next came to 
condole with the doctor on his hapless condition, in- 
ijuiring how he found himself? Already laboring 
under the effects of the second application, Ibe doctor 
was very nearly speechless, and fwntly answered, 
" Hat he feared be bad fatten into bad huids," and 
b^an to relate the cruel sufferii^ he had undei^;one. 
The bishop and his attendants, much amused at faia 
adventures, replied, " Yes, yes; this has happened to 
you according to your words ; for you declared we 
ought not to keep company with fools, because wise 
men are apt to become fools in their intercourse with 
them. Sometimes, however, people may be taught 
wisdom by means of a fool : for had you let Howie- 
glass have his flii^, and been a htde more patient, 
you would not have become his patient, and expe- 
rienced the taste of his tricks. We well knew how 
he would deal with you, but we held our peace, 
because we were aware that you were desirous of 
learning wisdom, at all events, and were so wise that 
yon deserved to be deceived by a fool. There is ao 
man, however wise, who ought not to know the na- 
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tiire of a fool ; otherwise, how should be apfvectate 
wise men?" The doctor could make no answer, f<» 
he felt a fresh spasm ; and though he recovered, be 
never afWwards ventured to fall out with a fool. 



It so happened that Howleglass paid a visit to the 
city of Nuremburgh, On the day he entered the 
place, he caused placards to be posted on the church 
gates, and trumpeted through the town, informing 
the inhabitants of the arrival of a great docbv, 
mighty expert in his art, and who had an infallible re- 
c^ for all kinds of maladies. About this time there 
were lodged at the hospital, which contains the lance 
which pierced the side of our Saviour, and other holy 
relics, a number of patients, for whom his advice 
was required. The keeper of the said hospital, 
having many very obstinate patients upon his hands, 
told Howleglass, that being so learned a man, if be 
would contrive to cure them, he should be well paid. 
Howte^ass then said : " Sir, if you will give me a 
hundred crowns from the sick fund, I will rid you 
of the patients ; but mark me, 1 do not ask a shilling 
before I shall have cleansed the hospital of them all." ' 
This was a joyful hearing to the keeper, and to the 
governor, aa well as to the subscribers at large, and 
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they bsisted upon Mowlcgiass receiving a Bum of 
money to begin with. He then paid a vieit to the 
place, with a stout carpenter at his back, and in- 
4|uired of each patient apart, what was his complaint^ 
at the same time «^uring him to keep secret what 
he was abont to state. " You know that 1 am come 
here to cure you all : but, it is impossible for me to 
do that, without having the body of one of you to 
bum alive, in order to make a. powder of it, which 
the rest are to take. The more sick and diseased 
the fellow is, the better he will suit my purpose, and 
I shall certainly cbooie one who cannot walk. Next 
Wednesday I am to come with the keeper and the 
governors, when 1 shall call over the names of all the. 
patients, and when they must all make the best of 
their way out, as the last man is to be powdtnd for 

- On the appointed day, the patients were all on 
the alert ; they had girded up their loins, and not 
a single one sat unbreeched, or unshod, for none 
wished to remain bdiind, either to make or to taka 
powders. Then came HoMeglass with the governors, 
and the committee, to call over their names, but the 
rogues would not stop to be called : all proceeded 
ia{»dly towards the doors, even those who had been 
bed-ridden for the last ten years. 

, After the coast was quite cleared, Howleglass de- 
manded his fee, which was handed him, and he de- 
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jpsrted tiience. In the conne of Ünee dsys, htsiH 
•reT) the WhcJe of the patients retumed, corapfaam^ 
of tbeii infimiitieB, as bitteiiy as ever. Then die 
keeper »id : " What is the meaning of all Ihii? I 
paid a handsome ssm to the new docbir, to hai« 
y©« all cured." " Tree," tliey replied wifli one voice, 
■' bat did you know that he threatened to have the 
la«t of us, who shonki lemaia in ted, bomt ^ive, to 
make powders for the rest?" Then the keeper be- 
gan to see, that he had been hoaxed ; hut he coidd 
dbtain no ledieas, and the patitnts vrere obliged to 
be admitted in-door patients as bdbre; to the no 
small r^ret of the gov eroor and coMributors to the 
fiud. 



HowLEOLASs, having taken hhOself off to some dis- 
tance from the hospital, next cbiered into tbe s»> 
vice of a bidEer in another town. Early ob the 
eranmig day, when prapanngto makeliread, he4M 
oidered to come sieve the iour; and he ssdd to, 
^nld waat a caadte, äs it vras almost dark. 

fiat the baker leplted, " I never tmst my servaffiti 
with candles ; they are always accustomed to boojt 
by the light of the moon." Howleglass then said» 
" fie it so, I will do so too." The masUi weUt to 
rest for some hours, 'during which time Howleglais. 
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tosfc tW iMwitw^bag and )uing it out flf dt« irödov,. 
fhea he boulted the flour wtndi fefl iato the gMdea 
bdfnr^ M lur4«» becauld boult lo äie eiomti^ the 
baker loae eady to b^K äie |iiocesa of bciikivf ■ H« 
fs^nd How)eglaE3 >till at wodc ; ami immured haatily 
^lat he was doing tberc?— "Was öonc nade tO' 
be thrown in tint stile npon the ^RMud ? — do ^oic 
IcBOw »hat it cost ?" Howlegla« anawered ; " Sir, I 
have been sieving it in the l^tof the mooa; a» 
ym Ecdered me to do." " Dolt 1" aaid Us unter, 
" you ou^bt to have sieved it 1^ iBOon li^^ and Bot 
in t^ %ht, viüaial" "WtM," cried HowlegtaES, 
" There is no great damage done, I will «<£)e«t it <o- ■ 
getberagain ahortäy," " Y«," aaid bis nast£r, "bot 
it is too late to bake to day ; there will be bo dou^h." 
" IVue, master;" said Hnwleglasa, "but let me 
adviae you ; your neigbbtMr'a paste « ready tot (be 
oven, 1 vijl go and bomm it fat ymt." Theft äte 
irnkt« Rem into a rage, a/oA said: " Go sad haag 
tb^a^t ta the gvUowB with you, and see what you' 
mil fiod there." " Vety weH, mast«-," said Howle- 
glflaa, and set out to the public gafl^ws, where he 
found a robber's remams which he carried back to hi»; 
master : " Here, I have brought what I found for you ; 
in what way shall I go to work with it ?" The baker, 
still more angry, said : " I will lay an infonnation 
against you for defrauding pubhc justice," and away 
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be went, Mowed by Howleglass, to the maifceA-idsce' 
where the megistrates sat. 

When the baker began to open the. caie to tlie 
ju^e, Howle^asB opened two such eyes as faiHy d»- 
<!oacerted his master ; so large and rolling that no- 
risible &culties could leatst them ; and the plaintiff 
could not get through with bis charge. 

"What do you want?" "Nothing," said Howie- 
glass, " only you were going to complain of me, ni 
my presence, before Ute judge ; and I was obliged to' 
open my eyes to see you." 

The bakei then replied : " Go, get out of my si^^t, 
I thought yoa were a dolt, but you are a malicious 
wretch ; in my eyes at least." " Aye I they often call 
me so," cried Howleglaaa, " but if I was in your 
eyes, baker, I think you would not be quite so clear- ' 
s^hted as you eie" The magistrate, seeing that it 
wu a foolish business, qnitted his seat ; upon which 
HowleglasB turning up his coat-skirt to his mastw 
said : " Master, if you want to bake bread, behold, 
can you bake such a loaf as this?" arid then giving 
him the «lip, be ran and left him to his own reflec- 
tions. 
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It came to pass that he one day enliated into the 
, service of the count of Ambal as a watch and waider, 
to keep a look out for the couriers and blow for the 
.enemy. The count had a number of these enemies, 
and was undei the necessity of employing a consider- 
able body _ol armed men. Howleglass being sta- 
tioned upon the top tower was frequently foi^tten at 
mess time when the others were enjoying good fare. 
Now Ibe enemy, making an incursion, carried off a 
great herd of cattle, Howleglass givii^ no alarm; 
hut the count hearing s. noise, went and saw Howl^ 
g^ass supporting him»elf against the window, in a 
musing posture. The count said : " What is the 
matter with you?" Said Howleglass, " I shall not 
dance for such a festival as thisl" " What," said the 
count, " will you not sound the horn for the enemy f 
" I dare not ; besides there is no need," replied his 
warder, " your fields are already full of them ; they 
are driving oS aU your cows, and if I blow for any 
more, they will besiege you at your castle gates.*' 
Shortly afterwards, the count's stock of provisi(»i8 
fell short, and be was compelled to make an- mcur- 
■aion upon bis. neighbours in which he gotreiy good 
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booty. Plenty of boiled and roast beef was tlie coa- 

TiK contit being seated vridi bis kniglits and other 
men at arms, at a well furnished table, Howleglass 
blew a shrill Mast ; upon which the company ran to 
arms, and made for the gates; bnt there was no 
enetny. Meanwhile Howleglass left his station and 
proceeded to the banquetting room, where he pto- 
rided himself with as much good fare as he cobH 
carry and departed. The men at arms, having flU 
returned as wise as they went, the count said to 
Howl^lass : " Are you mad, viUain, that yon blow fyt 
the enemy when there is none to be seen ? yet when 
they are here, you give no alarm ; so you are a battor 
and shall lose your office, and work with the mean- 
est of OUT hinds." l^i« arrangement was by no 
means pleasant to Howlegfass, end he wiAed him- 
self fairly out of ihe castle, but he could not get; 
thon^ he always contrived when there was any 
fighting, to be the very last to leave the gates and the 
first to come back. 

Observing this, the count said : " Were you afi^ 
of b«ng well beaten, that you were the last to go out 
and tlie 6T8t to come in again r* He replied, " Pray, my 
lord, do not be ai^ry ; for when yon and your men at 
arms were making good cheer, I was fasting on äie 
top of the tower. This has brou^t me very weak 
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Ulli low ; bot giye me time to recover my ttren^ 
with better &re ; and you will see me among the Srtt 
to attack, and the last to make a retreat." The 
count laid : " But you will, peihape, take ai long a 
time to put you into fighting coctditioa, as you wvra 
m {dayiog the horn upon the top <^ the tower. Tou 
had better find another serrice," added the count, 
and paid Howleglaaa off ; at which he VM gredtly 
fejcHced, for he had a gnsat honor oi a deapefate 
aasanlt upon the enemy. 



TUBV'E waB Qow not a place in all Sasony, which 
had not beard aometbing of the famous tricka of 
HdwlegJAa«. So that as he found he could no Itm- 
g;er practise where he was, he determined to change, 
hia quarters ; wtd find some new custom m the dis- 
trict of Hesae. Ob his arrival he proclaimed the 
approach of an eztTawdinary perscnflge, as usual, 
which brpught him an mtroduCtioa to the Laodgtate, 
vbo enquired what was the great news ? " Hy 
htd," said Howleglass, " you see before you not only 
one of the most famous, but the most famous pain- 
ter in the world, who nearly traaaceods the merita of 
ill the pn^bnom ttf ifae art put togMher." Tb* 



V Google 



ITS KOWLIGLASS; 

Landgrave ttud : " Have you no specimea of joor 
■kill about you ?" on which HowleglatB said he had, 
and displayed several paintings which he had brought 
with him tirom Flanders. They pleased his lord- 
ihip greatly, and he shortly said : " Well, master, 
and what will yoa take to paint the whole of my 
grand hall in the first style?" " As much as yo» 
■will," said Howleglass, " to be sure." " True ; but yoo 
must paint the genealogy of the whole of our Hessian 
family, along with their wives ; and as oni ascet- 
tois have been allied to great lords and princes, I 
■hould wish you to produce one of your most mag- 
nificent master- pieces." Then Howleglass replied, 
" My dear lord, it shall be executed as yonr lordship 
best approves, though it shall cost me a hundred 
äorins in colours only." The Landgrave rejoined: 
'* Then go about it, and we shall not dispute about 
the price ; depend upon it you shall be well rranu- 
neiated." 

So Howleglass commenced his labonr»; requesting 
the Landgrave to advance him only the hundred gold 
florins to boy the colors, and engage assistants. 
. The next mmning he aj^ared with three; and 
began his labors ; but he insisted on no one being ad- 
mitted to inspect them before a certain period, in 
otdec not to be interrupted. This was granted; and 
when Howleglass and his companions found tbem- 
■elves comfortably seated in the state hall, they q>ent 
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the whole of. tiieir time in playing M trid-trafi with 
die gold florins, much to their satisfactioD. 
, One day the Landgrave took it into his head to 
look at the progress of the great undertaking, and 
^d to his painter : " Master, suppose you just let us 
gee a specimen of your art; as you proceed." " Most 
willingly," replied Howleglasa, " only f must warn 
you of one thing before you see the work, which is 
this, — that no one who is not of undoubted legitimate 
birth, can see any thing in my painting at all." 

The Landgrave replied, " That would be a very 
estraordinaty thhig," and then accompanied by 
Howleglass entered the hall. The latter had bui^ El 
la^;e white piece of sheeting before the wall on which 
he was painting; and drawing it solemnly aa one 
side with his cane, he pointed to a supposed figure^ 
fi4ding, " There, my lord, you see the first Landgravö 
of Hesse Homboui^h, sprung irom the house of the 
Colonna.at Rome. His lady was daughter to Ju»« 
tinian Duke of Beyeient, who was afteiwaida Em- 
peror of Rome. From him sprung this Adelphus t 
Adelphus begot WilUam the Black; William the 
Black begot his son Louis ; and so on down to your 
own. honored dignity and beneficence. Now I well 
know, that there, is not a single artist who can 
detect a blemish in my work, it is so exceedingly 
superb, of such astonishing grace, ami fine colouring." 
: «Our Landgrave who could distinguish nothii^ hut 
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d» yüättd vail, Hud viiÜän himself: " I tatet 
surely be of doubtftd eztractioa; for I citt see 
DOtliiDgbuttkewa]!:" Yet to shew hisccAfideuoe and 
good taste, he (uwwered ; " Master, yoac worfc [desgea 
ne well ; but I can scarcely form a. judgment upon it 
■Jose." He ^en letired, and bis Countess inqnire«! 
bow tiie peiBter had saoceeded ; " Fc«, to aey truA, 
i have a poor c^ioo both of hhn and his woric.' 
But her lord replied : " Madam, his mwk is *eiy 
good wodt tmd {doasea me ; and «hen our painter 
TiB gi»e yoB pennission, yo« shall see it." 

The lady di^ entreated Howtei^afta to kt her see 
his painting ; and after giving Üie Siune explonacütt 
to her at be had done toher lord, he exhihiteif the 
wM with Ihe a«{^wd figures of the Landgrave's 
faioih;, jnst ae he had h*Aipe done. No« the coun- 
tess bad brought aigkd moidg of honor along widi her, 
and a fenale fed, W)Be of nbom could discern the 
figures «hieb Howlegtass iras describing, tboi^ 
none liked to lay so, and cast an aop^sion npon tike 
fEuaily hohor. 

The fiiol abac observed: "BSess me, my lady, 
I can see no picbite here ; let as be tiwught daugh- 
ter, for e«er and a day, of whom you wiS." Tken 
thought Howieglass, since fooh can tell the trad», 
k is fit fi»: me to decamp, and he began to hiigh. 
The Countess left the hall, asd hastened to find tte 
Lanc^irave, who inqaired bow aiut bad been, pleased 
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vitk the p^ntiDf . " Howerer that be, my lord ;" 
^e replied, " it does not please our litüe fod here; 
for she Cftu see no pictiFe, and the same whh my 
yoim^ ladies. Tnilf , I fear, mj lord, that it is iJl a 
piece of imposture;" and the Landgrave began to 
think it was indeed so- He then informed his 
painter, that he must use despatch, for the whole of 
he conrtiera were to be admitted the neit momi^, 
to Ke the work ; adding, that if he should be lucky 
enou^ to find any illegitimate rascals among theai, 
their goods and chattete woukl accrue to him. Hear- 
ing this, Howleglase went to the receiver general, for 
aaother hundred of gold florins to pay to his aaust* 
ftUla, who «11 took French leave, along with their 
ttoffter. Then the liandgrave, accompanied by his 
eouttien, enteted the stale hall, and enquired ibr 
HowheglBiB and his assistants ? He next asked his 
eeurtiers, what they thought of the new paintings, 
t)Hplrmg to catch them on the hwns of their ille- 
gitimacy, bnt they all of tlttm held their bwgues. 

The Landgr&ve upon this, said : " I now see too- 
W^ ; though there is no picture, that we have all 
'been grossly imposed upon. We hare before hetoA 
of the famous exploits of Howleglass; but we have 
now ocular demonstration of them. We have in- 
deed paid two hundred florins for the sig^t; but 
faenceüutk, We pnnoiutce npon hint, the tentcDce 
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of a malicious wretch, and banish him for evet tioa 
om dominions." 

Howleglasa, hofferer, was abeady at lome dis- 
tance, but he did cot again resume the profession of 
»pointer. 



Afteh this last feat, Howleglass retired to Prs^ne, 
a city of Bohemia, where Üiere was then established 
an university of doctors and students. He affiled 
a notice on the gates of the churches, declaring that 
he was prepared to answer any questions that co*dd 
be pnt to him. He next went with bis host and 
some others, to the university, and boldly inquired 
vhetber tbe students were agieei^le to let him mount 
the learned chair? This was granted : and Howleglass 
soon found himself seated in cathedra, while the 
rector proceeded to question him.* 1st. " How 
Many buckets of water are contained in the sea V 
Howleglass said : "■ Stop the tides and 1 will measuie 
diem, and give you a very satisfactory account!' 

■ Put of tbs K«aa tbat follow» voolJ Kppeu to hiTe been 
bolroved from the Fourth NmtUa of Sacclutti, io vbich a mil- 
ler auiwen tlw qaettioiiBof HssHTBonubo larA ofMilu,wl>» 
imgmedhe WM%UM ti o MB g»cwt»inil»bot.— Hamh t p r , 
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^The rector expressed his inability. A little dashed, 
he next inqaiied : 2nA. " How many d&ys have flown 
from the time of Adam, to the present V " Seven, to 
be sure," replied Howleglass, " and no more, for 
when seven are finished, seven b^n again, and so 
il will continue to the end of the worid." 3rd. " Now 
then," cried the rector, " where is the centre of tiie 
world?" To this, Howleglass readied : "This house, 
-to be sure ; you ought to measure it, honoured air, 
.with a hn^ cord, and should there be a mistake, 
even of an inch, I will let you know it." Sooner than 
jdo this, the rector granted him the question. 4th. 
" How far may it be from earth to heaven?" " It must 
be pretty near," returned Howleglass, "for when w« 
chaunt ever solow in church, it is heard plain enough, 
jai, above; I will now sing small, and you shall. try 
if you can hear 1" The rector confessed his inability. 
5th. " But yet," cried he, " how large is heaven." " It 
is," said Howleglass, " twelve thousand leagues 
boad, and ten thousand high, and if you will not 
ibelieve me, go and see; take the sun and moon, 
|ud coupt the planets and the stars ; measure them 
fül, and you will see whether I am not right." 

After this they had no more to say; but ad- 
nitled that Howleglass was in the r^ht; and had 
returned very satisfactory answers to such ((uestjoiv. 
; He then dismounted ex cathedra; and left the 
^acei .BpptebemiTQ lest sometbiiig disagreeable might 
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«oeor, in conKquence of the 
iMid returned. 



Wbem tbe ntune of our bero had spvead tfwtMgk 
a& the adjacent states, uid all agreed in bknialüag 
bim, for hiB excessire malice, he betfaonght him of 
a new method of \erjmg money, with htHe ri^ <t 
trouble. For this purpoae, be sttde a [wies^s mr- 
ftice, and began as a clerk. In thia capacity he 
looked «Hit (or a metumlo mori, or dead man's sk^, 
is &e churoh-yard, and t^ng one from a handMme 
Tsult, he got it furbighed up, and et^antly orna- 
«unted with g(Jd and surer. With this he jourbeyed 
into tk« land of Pomerania, in order to levy aSetiags, 
wheK the priests use greater diligence in driridng', 
than in pieaclang. 

In short, throughout all the viUages where theie 
were any indu^ences, any nuptials, any Serais, ex 
ems^gations of any kind going forward, Howlegtesi 
was BDI« to be found there. The priests, for the 
most part ignorant rogues, were all agreeable to this, 
and cared not, so that they might onty go shares, 
Uk, upcm the whole of the offings made, the ciuntM 
»e always allowed one half. 

When tbe ciH]gi<egiitioa waa ready, Howl^lass 
fliguatcd ÜIK fndfrit, aui took «ooaiioa tq meaüou 
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that DO ofivmg» IvOtdd be leoeiTed by him, but aaA 
m wens ■pme and free fmm euBpicion ; zoA that nouB 
ofthoseof tbefentfc past oT hü con^gatioa, wouU 
be acceptable, who wen carrymg od, ot had carried 
on auy mtrigues. 

^Of a tnitii, be cont&iaed, " I FeconHBesd to eraj 
adulteress, if unhappily thefe a&O^ be such present, 
to stay behind; for, let all who bring their ofierings 
. to me, aee to it, that they are not obnoxious to this 
^ling." He then bestowed his benediction upon the 
assemblage, and leaving the pulpit took his station 
before the altar. 

So(» theK flocked persons botti good and bad, to 
bestow their offerings. The poor women gave easily 
into Ae sniffe laid , for them by Howlcglass, firmly 
befievTHg, tiiat the one who shoTild offer no tribute^ 
eoidd be no better than she should be, but rather 
worse, They all Öierefcre vied with each oAer, in 
presenting their tribute at the altar, thinkmg it vrtM 
the only way to continire in good repute. 

Sotae there wete. Who -the better to be seen, re- 
peated their ofier two or three times; and the Worse 
diey were, the more eagerhf did they flock round 
Roideglass. Such was his dexterity in raising mo- 
ney, both from iSe good' and bad, that be found hJrfl- 
sdf possessed d a considerable stim. After receivihg 
the whole of these peace offerings, lie forbade them, 
(uder pnt«nce of excOmitnsdciition, erer to accuse 
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Cftcb Other of the least frailty ; for that they were all 
absolved and clean h&d there been a eii^le frail one 
Among them, he would by no means have allowed hei 
offering. Upon hearing this, the whole of the f^ 
male congregation looked upon Howleglasa as a very 
devout preacher, because they were unable to pene- 
trate into bis cunmng tncks. 



One day, Howleglass came to Nuremburgh, not far 
JTOm Bamburgh ; and being very hungry, he entered 
into a house of entertainment where he saw a jolly 
hostess. She told him he was very welcome ; for she 
saw by. his equipment that he was a boon companion, 
and a wonderful knight, of the stirrup ; in short, a. 
merry guest. When dirmer was set upon the table, 
our hostess inquired whether he would take his repast 
with them, or dine at the usual price alone ? 

Howleglass said, " You tee 1 am a poor com- 
panionable fellow, that will bless heaven if he can get 
any thing to eat." " Aye, aye, but it must be with 
money ; go to the butcher and baker, see whether 
they will give you any thing for the love of heaven 7 
yfe eat here for the love of money; if none, you 
must go without your dinner." Now Howleglass, 
irito had words always ready to serve two purposes,. 
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«aid ; " Good hoBtesa, I mean fra- money and nothing 
else. It is all I askt I would not for the worid 
think of dinii^ upon nothing ; no, no, let it be for 
mcmey — come ! how much do you aalc?" The hostess 
made answer; " The gentlemen's table is eigh^teoce) 
the nest is six." " Then the most is the best for 
me," cried Howleglass, as he made for a large well- 
ftirnished board, where he eat to his heart's content. 
He went to the hostess as soon as he had finished, 
and beeped her to pay him, as she had said, for 
that he was a poor man, and coidd not afford his 
time for nothing. " My friend," replied the woman, 
" you have to give me eightpence, and then you are 
quit." " No, no," cried Howleglass, '* you are to 
give me eightpence, and then you shall be quit of 
me. You declared we were to eat here for love of 
money, and that for dining at the gentlemen's table, 
it was to be eightpence. Certainly, as I told yon, I 
did not intend to dine upon notiiing, nor for nothing; 
but I expected to get eightpence ; and I assure you 
I have worked hard and performed my best to deswrc 
it : I can do no more, give me the money, and let me 
go !" The hostess replied, " You have said weU, for 
I tiiink you have eaten as much as any four; yet 
you have the conscience to ask me to pay you for it. 
That would be strange indeed ! But you are a wag ; 
away with you, a meal is not much; but deuce 
take me if 1 pay you too for eating me up. '.And hark 
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^! come (Ö my table notwore; imless ftm. costtt6 
pay to-day's reckoning wkh it — a pretty trade, I 
■houh) drive, many come up, on theie terms. 1 
migihtvery soon shut up ^op." So Howleglase took 
hia depfiiture, not without saluting her, before tbt 
had vorked herself into a great f\ime ; and adding; 
" Well ! if you can, on your oonscience, tiAe my la- 
bönr for nothing, feie you well ! 



ArTBK Howl^lass had practised his arts for some 
length of time, he bethought hhn of the pKirarb 
which says; " Oo to Rome, my -boocst maui and 
oome back a rt^ve again." 

" To Sens ikj mtaam to tatUA— 
Hone kgun th; kfi te and." 
For tnie it ia, that neither a good horse nor a bad 
man, mead tbeir conditkn by going to visit Bome. 

Forthwith then, our hero set ont for that city, 
irikere he first shewed hia wit by taking up his reu> 
dsDce at the house of a rich widow, who seeing M 
handsome a young man, inqniied whence he came. 
He said, " From the country of Saxony, and that he 
was purposely come to have an interview with the 
Pope." 

" Thett," said she, " my föOid, you may indeed 
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Ke Inoa, bat to spe:^ widi bin is a very diSerent 
'matter, enpecially if you be a straager, as you 
•ay. Fat niy part, I would give a huadftd or two of 
solid ducats to any oao who vSl obtam for me a con- 
ference with him." " Will you give me a hundred 
'ducats if I will do it?" " lliat I will," r^ieated the 
j<dly widcm- boldly, for riie little ime^iiiied that he 
could \xiag ibout such an interview widiout paying 
a nunber of fees. 

Howleglaas now watched the time when the holy 
|m>ces9on was accustomed to proceed to the church 
<tf St. Oioranni (tiie Lateran) in order to celebrate 
mass. Observing the proceasion go by, Howteglass 
contrived to pass into the chapel along with the rest, 
«dging up as near to the chair of St. Peter as he 
possibly coidd. When the time drew nigh for tbe 
deration of the hoat, he turned his back upon the 
altar, just as his holiness raised the chalice, aoA 
filed his eye upon the caidin^s, keeping the same 
pofilion until the whole ceremony was over. Mass 
being finished, one of the cardinals acquainted the 
Holy Pontiff, Aat Üiere was a young man present 
who had turned his back upcm the holy sacrament. 
ITie Pope commanded that he should be insttmtfy 
secured and brought before him as he would banish 
him for an example to all bad Christians; and 
Howleglass speedily found himself seized and con- 
fronted with the mighty pontiff himself. 



V Google 



*188 HOWLBGLASS. 

He fint mquired of oui heit) what was the nature 
of hia cieed ? He replied, " 1 am a Chriatian, and 
obwire just the same faith as my hostess ;" and h» 
then mentioned bei name, which was pretty well 
known. 

The good dame was iaatanlly sent for, ia tytda t« 
throw light upon the mystery ; and the pope firet in- 
quired of what faith she was? " Oh dear, of the 
holy Catholic faith, to be auie 1 I believe in all 
tiiat the holy church chooses to command or to for- 
.bid." Then Howleglass cried out, " So do I! I belierä 
«11 that too." " How came it then, that you turned 
your back upon the holy sacrament V said the Pope. 
Howleg;lasB replied ; " Most holy father; lamayery 
great sinner, and I felt as if I were not worthy of be- 
holding the holy aacnunent, before which I was to 
make confession." Hearing this, the pope said, tiat 
such being the case, it only did him credit, and hß 
pennitted him to go ; after bestowing his benedictian 
,(m Howle^ass and hia hosteas. In this way Howk- 
.^asB won the widow's hundred ducats, and remained 
: confirmed in his mahce more than ever; being in no 
.degree amended by his pUgrimage to the holy city 
of Rome. 
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In the [i^E^ of RoBselnberg there lived a'corate- 
«ho had a very pretty chamber-maid « and a g;ood 
horse which he highly prized. Now the Dulce of 
Brunswick had a great desire to pvirchase the said 
horse, and sent more than once to know whether the 
parson would be induced to dispose of him ; for hs 
did not venture to seize him because the parson held 
his living upon the tenitories of the counsellors of 
Brunswick. Still the parson obstinately refused to 
make any bargcdn ; which coming to Howleg^ass's 
eaig, he said to the Duke ; " Sir 1 how much will yoa 
give me, if I will deliver you the parson's horse, safe 
aod sound into your hands V 

Then the Duke made answer : " I will give you my 
rich robe of red satin, and a grand mantle, all ein- 
broidered with pearls." So forthwith Howleglass 
toc^ leave of the duke ; and not only set out to the - 
Tillage, but on his arrival walked straight mto the 
parson's house. For though he was pretty well known 
there, he received an honest "welcome considering 
»ho and what manner of man he was. 

After he had sojourned there about three days, he 
pretended to fall sick, and took tohia.bed, at which 
both the priest and his servuit-maid were much vexed. 
In s[äte of this, however,- Howleglasa kept gettin^- 
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vßoß and worse, as that «t last th« frieat fla^wiiad 
whether he woM like to be oonfcHed, tad receive 
tlie aacrunsBt of boty church, to wbieb Howli^Ma 
exfueued his Fsadiuew. UpoK this the priest teekbia 
coofessioii, and questioned him weH, at the sane time. 
Mr^nyrting him to savfi his soul l^ expieasing the ut- 
ijtoat contiUion for bis faults,-~douUing that he bad 
passed off some notable tricks and inpoetim« in his. 
time. 

Howtegla^ rephed, " That there wasonly one sior 
which he did not like to confess ; and that be would 
TSther do il: ta anothei holy ntan than to hkn, £k 
should be inform his then confeBsor, he to^ht, pa- 
hi^, be very angry." But the good >*<ui said: 
" Friend, it is too far to «end ior aaotbec priest; and 
should you unhtckily die in the meaa time we ^all 
both af us become sinners in the sight of heaven ; s» 
haste to ixAma me ; and trust me it will not be t«» 
great ibc absobitioa. Whether it bapp^s to di^eaae 
me or not, need not trouble you ; ne are f(»l»dden to 
publish oui coi^essioBB." " Well," said Hewl^dass, 
" I should like to cwfess itr though I much feai it, 
will iireatly enrage you ; ibr au it is bb gient offsDoe, 
and it ccoceoH i^owseli;" The ptmon aom besame 
moie urgent than ewer to Icacq whatit wm; SMdbe 
said: " Whatever pe«j ü)^ ot gtawj lafceoy y« 
taa.y have committed, jtfvr eog fiiM or who Btaadflbo- 
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fare you -wiB ^apn yon ; he ii too mndi & Chriitim. 
to hate you." 

'" Yea," said Hotrieglass, "but Iknowtoowdldiat 
yen will be grefttly oSended ; bat still I feel I am. 
geug HO very feat that I have no time for denuining. 
The truth, ti, good sir, that 1 have five time« faUcn 
Aina the padis of grace, owii^ to the temptations of 
yrar aemnt-maid." The parson bit his hps : and 
hastily giaAting him abwdutioB, Idt the room and 
irent to aommcm his charaber-maid. At tlie mention 
of the chai^ she was justly indigüant ; but the |«iest 
said he had heard it &om coofession — from a d^ng 
sinnw, and was therefore bound to behere it. 

". I say no," cried Üie maid, " you are not 1" " I 
stiy yes," retorted her master, " I am !"-—'_' No"— 
" Yes"— and the <Uak)gue became so warn tbat the 
priest making ase of bk staff, began to lay it aboat 
tke poor giri'g dioulders. The malicious rogae hear- 
iBg the uproar as he lay In bed, laughed wickedly in 
his deeve, at the idea <^ having deceived tlje priest ; 
b«t he lay stiH tmtit eveniBg. TJheu getting up as if 
ndäüig had been the matter, he asUed 4be panon» 
"Howmudi he had spent during his nudai^T" Both, 
the miater and his mxid w^e heaititjt ^ad to^see him 
upon his 1^3, and widking towards the doer, rqoiced 
tiB any lerins tq foe rid of him. 

Kut as he went out, Howleglass said to tile priest : 
"Sil, rect^ect that ycni hKre pnldiahed my corrfes- 
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Hon-^I am going; to Holnstadt, and I shaH infornt 
the bishop." The patBon bearing this, suddenly grtsv- 
calm, and even supplicated Howkgjass that he would 
not serve faim such an ill turn. He declared he would 
p} as far as twenty crowns to purchase his secresy;— 
if he would not breathe a syllable of what had passed. 
" No, no," replied Howleglase, " I would nvt accept 
a hundred to have my toi^e tied ; I shall inform the 
bishop as it behoves me to do." In great perplesitj 
the poor parson then brought the servant-maid to use 
hw utmost influence, on any terms, to prevent so fatal 
a catastrophe.. — At last, when he saw the paraon in 
tears, Howleglass said: "Weill T will consent, then, to 
take your horse ; and will aay nothing. If not I will 
keep no terms with you." The parson made aeveral 
offers of money to bribe Howleglass from his cruel 
reaolntion; to which he would not listen; and he finally 
(ode away on the parson's horse, which he presented 
to the Duke of Brunswick. For this feat he was 
mightily praised and recompensed ; the duke gave 
him the fine robe ; and on bearing further particulan 
bestowed upon him another. The parson was in des- 
pair at the loss of his steed ; and again vented his 
anger upon the poor chamber-maid, so that she was. 
compelled to se«k safety in flight. 

In this cruel manner, was the poor priest deprive^ 
of his horse and his toaid-servant together, Hoide- 
glasB having so mischievously worked a comt^ete levo-' - 
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kitioii in her rrtEUiteT's mind, thus leading him to hate 
and maltreat her whom he had so tenderly regarded 
before. 



It happened that at a certain village in Eastland, 
named Rosleck, there lived ä blacksmith who had 
several bellows in his forge ; which Howlegtasti took a 
fancy to blow. So he hired himself; and blew for 
his master whenever he bade him. Now the master 
was in the habit of working a small pair of these bel- 
lows himself; saying as he puffed away: — " Come, 
follow me with the big bellows." One day as Howle- 
^ass and his master were thus engaged, the latter, 
after having made this observation ; " Come, follow 
me with the bellows," walked into his garden. Howie- 
glass taking down the large bellows, followed him, 
and when he reached the place said; " Where shall 
I set them down, master, while I go for the rest." 
" Thou dolt," cried his master, " I did not mean thee 
to do this; cany them back for thy pains." 

This same master thought to make his concern an- 
swer well by rising soon after midnight to rouse his 
journeymen to their work, and then afterwards going 
to bed again. His men murmuring arncmg them- 
selves, stud ; " What is the reason we are roused so 
eonfoimded early ? we are not accustomed to that sort, 
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of thing at all." " If you like," obserred HowleglaM, 
" 1 will enquire the reason." " Do so!" they all said; 
" and thou shall he a httle longer a-bed." 

"Hien Howleglass went and said to his master: 
" Good master, how comes it that you stir us up bo 
plaguy early in the day?" " It is a rule with me,' 
replied his master, " that for -the first seven dap my 
journeymen shouldaleepoolyhakfthe night." Howle- 
^Bss answered not a, word, nor did any of the rest. 
But the next morning when their master set them aü 
as i(Bual to their task, Howleglass came down stairs 
with his bed upon his shoulders ; and the sparks Hat 
were flying about on all sides, fdl some of them rifon 
thebed. " Are you gone mad," cried his master, "that 
you bring your bed to such a place as this ? what is 
it for, may I ask?" " It is a role with me," re^drad 
Howleglass, " when I have sl«pt ORly half the night, 
to take my bed along with me, and let it rest the re- 
mdning half upon me." 

" Carry thy bed speedily back again, rogue, and 
up there quick, out of my house." " AU very right," 
said Howleglass, as he went off; and then taku^a 
ladder, he mounted through the roof, breaking his 
way through the sky-Ught, without saying adieu W 
any one. 

The master hearing every now and then something 
heavy falhng on the floor, ran up with somec^hii 
woduneu to see ; and found the wood, and glass, and 



■vGot}«^!!: 



HOWLEOLABS. I9S 

)daiater, apread on all sides, but our hero had already 
disappeared. More enraged than erer at this sight, 
be seized a sword and vas going up after him ; had 
not some of his joumeymen pcevented him, observing : 
" Master I he has only done what you commanded 
him to do iy mounting up titere quick, out of your 
bouse. He has disappeared, as you see ;" and the 
master was compelled to chew the cud of his anger 
as he beet could. 



OuK hero next entered into the service of a shoe- 
maker, — a man who was fonder of spendbg bis time 
in walking to the HaQ, than of woi^mg at home. 
One day Hondeglass said to bis master : " Pray mas- 
ter, in what fashion shall I cut these ?" " Cut up all 
the bide, big and little, just as you see a porker drive 
his pigs through the gate !" Forthwith he befsn to 
cut the leather for pigs, osen, horses, sheep, claws 
and hoo&. 

In the evening when his master returned ; he was 
astonished to find his leather cut up in so strai^ a 
style, and was naturally very angry. " Why," said 
HowleglasB, " I have only done as you commanded 
me ;" but his master said ; " Nay, not so, I never 
bade you cut up my leather into shoes for beasts— 
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nothing of the sort ; but that you ^ould cut them up 
into small and lai^ sizes for men." " Aye ;" quoth 
Howl^lass, " if you had told me thttt, master, so T 
would willingly have done, and I will still do it, and 
every thing yon can direct me ;" upon which condi- 
tions his master pardoned him. The next day bow- 
ever, the master cut out himself, and gave Howie- 
glass the shoes to stitch, the large with the small. 
His master wished to see how he would go to work ; 
when proceeding directly as he had been told, beveiy 
solemnly began to sew together one of the small shoes 
witii a lai^ one. 

Remailcing this his master said, as he began to 
chastjse him, " You are a good servant, for you do 
every thing to the letter, as you are bidden." " Then," 
cried Howleglass, " that is a very good reason why 
you should not cudgel me." " That is true, my 
friend," continued his master ; " but 1 wish you 
would leam how to make first a small and then a 
large pair of shoes. If you mind my esact wwds, 
more than me, it will never do. See here is some 
more leather ; cut others as 1 have told you again and 
again." 

Having occasion to leave him, the master returned 
again in about an hour, not a little anxious, as he le- 
cdUected having told Howleglass to cut out in one 
fonn — first small — and truly he found an impiense 
heap of leather all cut into small shapes ; besides 
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they were the whole of them left», made only to fit 
one foot. " Oh you villaial" cried, hia master ; " is 
there not a right shoe as welt as a left." Without 
bong the least disturbed, Howleglass aaid; " Yea, 
to be sure, if you want Üiem, I can cut right as well 
as ted ; but you oidered me to cut first upon one 
last." " Friend," cried bis master, " if I were to 
make you my foreman, you would soon send me to 
the devil ; come, pay . me for the leather you have 
already spoiled, and you may go try your fortune else- 
where!" "For that, master," replied Howleglass, 
" you must astc the tanner to supply you with more 
leiUher ; it is none of my business !" — and he forth- 
with ran out of the shop and out of the town. 



A SHO&T rime afterwards, Howleglass went to Lü- 
beck ; but he stood upon his good behaviour, as the 
pc^e was especially active at that place. 

Now there was a certain tavern-keeper who kept 
good vaults for the great men of the town, and who 
was very proud, declaring ttiat no one conld outwit 
turn ; but his conceit made him many enemies in the 
place. Ttiis coming to Howleglass's ears, he laid a 
prtjject for undeceiving him in his own good opinion. 
For this purpose he took two drinking vessels of the 
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same sue, one Ml, waA the other empty, which he car^ 
ried secretly under his cloak. When he went in, he 
handed the empty one, bade the tapster draw him a 
quart of wine which he took and put vinder his mantk, 
at the saine time placing that which was under, fiill 
of water very dexterously in its fdace, as he tnmed 
aside. 

"What is your charge," inquired Howleglass? 
" Ten-pence," iaid the man, " no less." "The deuce 
it is," cried HowleglasB ; " why, man, I have cmly 
eigfatpence here. It is too dear for my taUe." 
" WbatI would you have it for nothing?" exclaimed 
the fellow in a great huff; " if you don't like it, yen 
can leave it, can't you V 

Thought Howleglass, no, I will not do that E but 
he said aloud, " I wish I could make eight into ten, 
but as I cannot do so you had better let me have the 
wine for them, than lose the sale." Then the tavern- 
keeper coming up in a great passion took Howteglaas'B 
vessel of water, and threw it into a large wine vat that 
stood by, im^iining that it was the wine. " What a 
fool you are," he continued to Howleglass, " to call 
for wine which you cannot pay for." " Stop thare,' 
cried Howle^ass ; ". it is you who are the fool ; for 
there is no one so fidl of wisdom, but he may at thnes 
be deceived even by a fool ; however wise he may 
be." Saymg this he departed, with the wine and his 
money both, concealed under his mai^tle. The man. 
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howerer, suspicious of something wrong, even from 
his own words, sent a constable after him ; and 
Howleglass being orertaken and the wine found upon 
him, he was thrown into prison. 

Many observed that he well deserved a halter for 
his pains; while others maintained that it was only 
an ingenious trick, and that the conceited tavern- 
keeper oi^ht to have taken better care of himself ; Oi 
particular, considmng that he chalknged any one to 
deceive him. Howle^ass, moreover, mightonly have 
done it to mortify the man's pride and arrogance, but 
thetavem-keeper'B party declared thathe was an arrant 
rc^e, and insisted that the sentence of the law, . 
that of hanging, should be carried into full effect. 

When the day was come, on which he was to be 
earned to the gallows, the matter was quickly spread 
through the town of Lübeck, and men on horseback 
and on foot were seen collected to witness the end of 
Hoiri^^asB's wonderful Kfe. None believed that he 
possessed the art of necromancy m a sufficient degree 
to-efiect his release, but the greater part would wil- 
lingly have enjoyed the sight of his deliverance. 

While they were bearing Howleglass to the [dace 
of execution, he said not a word; and the people 
round said that he was more dead than alive. How- 
ev^ when he arrived under the gallows, he said he 
wished to have a word with the sheriffs, and very 
meekly intreated that they would be pleased to grant 
him his last petition ;— a prayer offered neither for his 
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life, DOT for ulver or gold, but cmly for a very small 
matter. This mig^t be granted him vitbout in 
the least iojuring; any one, and each of the sheriffs 
and counsellors present could execute it without 
■pending a farthii^. Af^r shortly debating the 
affair, it was corkcluded that such a petition from a 
poor dying wretch might be safely granted. Now there 
were a number who were curious to leam what it 
could be he wished for, after excepting so many other 
important points. " For none of these," continued 
Howtegtass, " do I entreat you ; but for the small 
txTOT I so much desire, pray let me have your solemn 
oath and assurance that it shall be fulfilled." 

The counsel made no difficulty, and oar heio 
went on to say : " Now, as I feel certain you will 
solemnly adhere to your engagement, I do enjoin, 
that you my lords and counsellors, be^nning first 
with the provost, and proceeding in degree to the 
rest, will, during three mornings afler my decease^ 
before taking breaUast, come and kiss me.'* 

Then they all began to laugh, and to spit; agree- 
ing <me and all, that it was by no means a fair re- 
quest. " Yet," cried Howleglass, " 1 hold the famous 
council of Lübeck, to bear so good and honest a 
reputation for fidelity and justice, as it will not 
li^tly sport withal ; but that all will keep me that 
same promise which they have sworn by word of 
mouth." After this appeal, the council again went to 
deliberate upon the affair, and at lei^;th concluded 
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äiat the most fair and satisfactory mode of proceed- 
ing, would be to leave Howle^lass alive as he was, 
and so release themselves as well as him, each from 
a very disagreeable operation in its way. 



It happened, that the electors were one day at 
variance in their choice of an emperor of Rome, and 
the Count of Supplemburgh was finally elected. 
But there were others who wished to elect themselves 
by force of arms ; and it was requisite for the newly 
chosen potentate, to station himself, during thre« 
weeks, before the town of Frankfort, waiting the 
attack of any who chose to encounter him. Owing 
to this, a vast concourse of people had assembled ; 
hearing of which, Howleglass said; "There will be a 
grand assemblage of loids, and great people, who 
will surely give me something; were it only a silver 
medal; and most certainly I will go," So when he 
arrived near Frankfort, he there found the bishop of 
Treves, who observing him so oddly habited, inquired 
who he might be ? 

Howleglass then replied : " Sir, I am a maker of 
spectacles ; I am coming now from Brabant, but I 
can no where find any custom ; our trade is become 
worth nothing^" " I should think on the. contrary," 
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•aid the biibop, " that your biuineM ought to go on 
daily improving; (at, truly men grow more weakr 
•ighted every day. Therefore they ought to apply 
to you for spectacles," Howleglau replied: "My 
much honored lord, you say very true; but ooe 
thing hurts our trade, which I would menüon, were 
I not afraid of offending yon." The tnabop replied : 
"Say it boldly, man, and fear nothiag; we are 
pretty well accuittomed to hear auch nen ai yon." 
Then Howle^aas said : " My teverend loid, what 
moat hurts our trade, is the aj^jrebeaEim that ia 
future it wäl be good for nothing. And for thii 
reason, that we observe you awl other great lords; 
along with popes, cardinals, bishops, emperOTs, lungs, 
dnlcea, justices, and governors of all lands; all ef 
whom Ood amend; have gat a trick of looking 
through their fingers, (instead of spectacles) and 
hiding their eyes from the üght of justice, except she 
come arrayed in gold, and precious stuä*. 

" Formerly great men used to study the laws, in 
order to learn to whom to administei justice, and 
do right. At that period, they wore spectacles, and 
our businesB flourished. Priests too, studied more 
than now, and spectacles indeed were in great re- 
quest. At present, they read their lessons by heart ; 
and never open a book, for weeks together. This 
fault is so frequent throughout the country, that even 
the pcaaauta thenuelTeB atudy throi^h their fingen." 
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Now the bishop coald read this text without any 
gloss ; so he said to Howleglass : " Fdlow me to 
FrankftHt ; I will gire you my aims and livery," and 
Ho^degtttss remained with him tmUl the emperor 
was inaugurated, and aftenraids Fetnroed into the 
knd of Saxony. 



A UBnCBa.Nt'B ICBTICB, IK 

In the town of Herdell«n, there resided a rich 
merchant, who, happening one day to be walking in 
one of his own fields, a short way out of the city, 
saw Howleglass lyiflg on the green. He inquired 
who he was ? To this, Howleglass replied : " I am a 
cook without a master, and I have been & cook's 
servant ; otherwise a scallion ; but that is now not a 
^ace for me." The merchant said : " If you like to 
become my servant, I will give you good board and 
tn^s, besides your clothes; you shall have a brial, 
fee my wife is continually bickering one after another 
with all her cooks." Howleglass promised to do his 
best to please him ; and bis new master asked him 
his name, to which our hero replied, that it was 
Bartholomew. " The name," said the merchant, "is 
too long, you shall be called Doi." " Sir," said 
Howleglass, "just as you like best, it pleases me 
wdi." "Then come," added his master, "you are 
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the. sort of man I want; let us go directly into mj 
garden, to gather herbs for the young boiled chickens, 
as to-morrow I have a party cominf , and we must 
make merry with the best cheer." So they went to 
the house, and when the merchant's wife saw them 
coroe in, she said : " Heyday, master mine, what 
kind of a servant have you brought us here? Are 
you afraid lest the bread should be left to grow 
mouldy t what is he for V " Oh, yon shidl see that, 
my dear, to-morrow ; here, Dol, take this parmier, 
and follow me to the shambles." 

Away they went, and the merchant bought stHne 
pieces of roastmg meat ; saying on his return : " Now, 
Dol, remember when you put this sirloin down to- 
morrow, that you leave it to do coolly at a distance, 
so as not to catch, or singe ; the boiling piece yon 
may put on a good deal earlier." 

" Very good, master," said Howleglass, " it shall 
be done." So the next morning he rose betimes and 
brought the meat he was to boil near the fire. But 
that which he intended to roast he stuck upon the 
spit, and placed it at a cool distance as he had been 
told (namely, in the cellar between two barrels of 
beer) from the fire. Now before the merchant's 
guests had assembled, he went to see that all was 
going Oh well in the kitchen, (for his wife was a fine 
lady) and he enquired whether the dinner was almost 
ready, to which Howleglass made answer : " Yesj 
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every thing but the roast beef." " Every thiti|; but 1" 
exclaimed the merchant ; " and where is that V " It 
IB on the spit," answered Howleglass ; " it is doing 
ctxA, at a distance as you desired, in the coolest 
place in the house, which is the beer cellar. You 
did not say when you would like to have it roasted." 
While ' his master was discussing Üiis point with 
Howleglass the guests began to arrive ; to whom he 
candidly related the incident, at which some looked 
grave and otliers laughed ; while his lady was least of 
all satisfied with the joke. Indeed she proposed an 
ejectment of the new cook ä^m the premises forth- 
with. 

" My love," said the merchaat, " give yourself no 
kind of uneasiness about that ! to-morrow I am goii^ 
to Gollai; and he must see me there, but on my 
return he shall be discharged. They then all pro- 
ceeded to dinner, and made as good cheer as they 
could upon what they had got. In the evening when 
all was over, his master called Howleglass, and said : 
" Dol, see that my coach is in readiness early to- 
morrow morning, for I and the priest are going as 
far as Gollai ; so look that it be well cleaned and 
greased." Accordingly when the whole family were 
abed, Howleglass proceeded to grease the chariot 
well both inside and out And in the morning our 
merchant and the. priest mounted to drive off; but 
slip went the pqest wherever he laid his hand or foot i 
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and h* bad inaay a time nearly bn^eii his neek aa 
they droTB ak«g. "What the deuce," he crie^ 
" can it be, that is so thick and greasy V 

So they stopped and ctJted Howfeglass in a gnat 
passion, enquiring what vile work he had been doing;, 
ftfid swore and threatened dTeadfuUy. Juet then a 
waggon load of straw luckily went by, and the un- 
happy party purchased a »uall quantity with which to 
purify the weH bedizened chariot. Quite enraged, 
the merchant cried out ; " Off to the gallows, you 
rascal !" and soon after Howteghtss saw one not &r 
from the road side, and driving the chariot ri^t 
underneath it, he was proceeding very leisurely to 
unharness the horses. " What is that you are about 
TÜhinl" said his master. " Why," ref^edHowk^oss, 
"did not you order me to drive off to the gallows; 
«here 1 thought I was to set you down." On look- 
ing up, the priest and the merchant sure enough saw 
the gibbet ; upon which his master being seized with 
a panic commanded him to back, and drive right 
away as hard as he could flog. 

Hearing this, Howteglass dashed neck and nothing 
through the mud, so that by the horrible pulling and 
tearing, the vehicle came straight in two, the hinder 
part remaining with the merchant and the jniest 
stuck in the mud, and the other proceeding with 
Howleglass and the horses just as if nothii^ had 
happened. At length with much shouting and nin- 
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mag the merchant overtook his driver, and was be- 
ginning to ii^ct summary vengeance upon him, 
when the priest came Hp and [»evented him ; and in 
this fashion they contrived to accomplish their jour- 
ney, and so home again. Well ! his wife enquired 
how the merchant had enjoyed his journey ? " Oh 
d^g^tful," cried the merchant, " now that we ate 
aafelyietnTBed."Tkey then called Howleglass, sayti^: 
'* To-night eat and drink to ymir heart's content, for 
to-morrow you quit this house. I cannot keep you, 
you are too great a raaheious rascal fDr me." " All 
right, master," said. Howteglass, and in the momiag 
when the merchant went out he again said, " Eat and 
&ink, take as much as yon hke, but do not let me 
find you heK when I come home from church." So 
while the famUy was at church, Howleglass proceeded 
at he had been ordered to take what he liked ; and 
very shortly he had almost completely gutted the 
house. In short the merchant met him with a whole 
load of hia goods in the street as he was coming from 
chnrcb. "Ha! my honest cook," he cried, "what are 
you dressing now?" "What you commanded me to 
do," replied Howleglass, " you informed me that I 
might take what I Uked, and rid the house of me." 
" Leave these .things where they are," exclaimed the 
merchant, " and go to the devil if you please." 
Howle^ass said : " I do every thing that my ma»- 
ters order me, and yet I cannot live in peace." So 
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he quitted the merchant in & buff, whom he was 
sony again to have met with, while the former had 
h)B goods conveyed back to the house. 



I» the town of Luxembourgh, there Uved a certain 
maker of flutes, who had so long beaten up the 
whole country round, as tobe up to all kind of tricks. 
Being in Howleglass's company, he one day said to 
him, " l>et us some day have a drinking bout ; sup- 
pose you were' to come and dine with me to-morrow, 
if you are able." " That I can very easily do," said 
Howleglaas; though he did not rightly hear hU 
words. The next day, however, when the hour was 
come, he proceeded to the house of the flute-maker. 
What was his disappointment to find the house doors 
fast, and no answer to bis calls ; and after many vain 
trials, he was compelled to kick bis heels backwards 
and forwards, in hopes the host might return, until 
the afternoon being far spent, he was compelled to 
own himself a fool and went reluctantly home. 

On the ensuing day, be n)et his acquaintance, the 
flute-maker, in the market, and said ; " My good 
friend, when you invite any one to dinner, are you in 
the habit of shutting your house door when it is 
ready V The oÜier answered ; " If you will recdlect 
right, I asked you to come and dine with me, if you 
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were able; but the house door being shut, and noone 
coining to open, it seems you were not able, therefore 
I excuse you." HowlegUss, sadly nettled at being 
made the subject of a trick Uke his own, replied, " I 
thank you, sir ; 1 did not think of that ; but I see we 
may still hve and learn Bomething." The other theo 
laughed, and added : " But jesting apart, if you will 
now go to my house, I will soon follow, and you shsJl 
have an excellent diiiner of roast and boiled, with no 
one but yourself," 

So Howleglass went, and found every thing as he 
had said, the man's wife busily directing about the 
dinner. As it was quite ready, the girl went to look 
out for her master; his wife too finding she hngered, 
went fdter her to the door, while Howleglass following, 
just as they had stepped out, shut the door upon 
them both. He had told them that the master was 
carrying home a fine sturgeon, and both wife and 
servant now hastened to meet him. 

Seeing them running so quickly, he said, " Whither 
so fast?' and his wife made answer: " Howleglass is 
at our house, and told us that you had boi^ht a fine" 
stuigeon ; where is it, that we may help you to carry 
it?" Much vexed, the man said: "Why not stop" 
within doors ; depend upon it he has tricked us !" 
True enough, when they arrived, they found all the 
entrances secured. " Aye, this is the stuigeon you are 
come to fetch," cried the husband, as he knocked 
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again and again ; " and so Howle^Bss Btood in our 
shoes yesterday ; verily I fear we shall dine as he 
did." " Leave off knocking there," cried HotrleglasB 
A'om within, "and go about your business; for the 
good host assured me that I was to dine here sione, but 
you may come af^ dinner." The fiute-maker said ; " I 
aaid so, but did not mean so ;" but he was obUged to 
go to the houseof one of his ne^hbours|until it pleased 
HowleglasB to admit him into his own house, where 
he was enjoying himself dining with no one but kim- 
tt^, as he had been told. 

Afterwards, he opened the doors as a great favor, 
and admitted the host, who only said, for he was very 
hungry : " Howleglass, this is a bad habit of yours to 
shut the owners out of their own houses !" and in this 
way was the trick of the host doubly requited. 



Now as Howl^lass belonged to that class of qui^ 
citizens who are not at all fond of hard wwk ; at the 
same time loving a Uttle good cheer ; he was obliged 
to be continnally on the look out : ' quid edendum, quid 
bibendum,' — what he should eat and drink. One 
day he went to a fair, where he saw a countryman 
who was buyii^ a large linen sheet. Howleglass 
began to think how he might have it instead of him, 
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after letting him pay for it, which he did. Accosting 
him, he inquired where he lived? and this being as- 
certained, he next accosted a priest, and a malicious 
n^e like himself, to whom he said : " Now is the 
time you must assist me ; and only maintain that the 
color ofthat fellow's cloth is blue, and 1 will give you 
a fiorin, if I trick him, for your pains." Then Howie- 
glass hastening after the man, with the priest and his 
companion following at a distance, both of whom 
«ere instructed to appear when he should make sig- 
nal, he joined the devoted countryman. 

" Well, friend, where did you buy that blue cloth ?" 
The man answered, that it was green, and not blue. 
Howleglaas said: " It is blue sure enough, in my 
eyes." " You have got the blues if not the jaundice, 
then," said the countryman. "But, sir," cried Howie- 
glass, "1 will layyou twenty florins agiunst this cloth, 
that it is blue, and let the first man we shall meet 
decide the point." " Done," cried the man, and it 
was agreed ; when Howlegtass making signal, the 
priest's companion joined them. Said the country- 
nan ; " Sir, we two are disputing about the color of 
this here piece of cloth ; tell us truly what you think 
of it; we will abide by your opinion." Quoth the 
priest's companion : " There can be no doubt of that 
to any who have eyes t it is a piece of blue cloth." 
" The devil it be!" exclaimed the man; " then you 
are a. couple of rc^;ues who have conspired tc^ther, 
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to pass such a skit upon me." But HowleglasB re- 
plied : " I will say nothing of that ; however, hei« 
comes a priest, 1 will consent to e^d the matter &a be 
shall Judge best ; for he is the hotd'a priest and surely 
he wiU not lie ;" to which the man agreed. So when 
the priest came up, Howle^ass said: " Sir, pray in- 
form us what is the color of this piece of cloth?" 
" Why, my friends," tepUed the priest, " don't yon 
see that it is blue ?" The poor countryman afraid of 
gainsaying the priest directly added, " That is true, 
but these other fellows told me that I hed." the 
priest said : " What have I to do with your quarrel; 
whether it be black or blue ?" -The man answered, 
" Only, sir, that you would [Jease to decide it." The 
priest refdied : " Man, I can say nothing to the bu- 
siness, except that this piece of sheeting is blue." 
" Then," cried the countryman, " if you were not a 
priest, I should say that you had told a horrid lie, 
and that you were all three a set of malicious rascals ; 
but because you are a priest, it is my duty to beliere 
you;" and he reluctantly gave up the cloth, which the 
villains cut up into wearing apparel for the winter, 
leaving the unhappy rustic and his family in great 
necessity. 
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Im the town of Hanover, where Howleglass was then 
residiag, he effected a number of wonderful tricks, 
iamouB for their rare ingenuity, and of which the fol- 
lowingwas one. One day he saw a dozen blind men 
proceeding aloag the road, all of whom stopped when 
they came opposite, thinking Howleglass was a gen- 
tleman by the sound of his horse's feet. Wten they 
heard him stop, they made a most humble obeisance^ 
and said : " Good sir, we are weary travellers coming 
from town, where a rich man has just given up the 
ghost, for the purpose of collecting alms." " Well," 
said Howleglass, " it is shocking cold, it is enough 
to kill you ; so go back to the inn which I have just 
left. Here are twenty florins, witii which you may 
enjoy yourselves,'' at the same time giving them 
nothing; and mentioning the name of the tavern he 
had been at. The blind all thanked him, each sup- 
posing that the other had received the florins, and 
then they turned back to stop at the place which 
Howleglass had pointed out, " Good host," they 
SEÜd, as they entered, " we have met a genüeman on 
horseback who has given us twenty florins to spend 
with you durii^ the winter season." 

The landlord being an avaricious dog, received 
them with a kind welcome, without ascertaining 
which of them was the treasurer ; so usherii^ them 
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into a nxnn, he aud they should have the best he 
could afibrd. Accordingly be gave them g;ood fare, 
and plenty of strong drink, until he had made out a 
hill amounting to the exact sum of twenty florins. 
He then went to know whether they would like to 
settle ? to which the blind answered, " Yes ;" adding, 
" let him who received the florins, give them to our 
host for change."* Here wa§ the diffipulty ; ürst one 
and then another denied having received any ; and so 
with all the rest, when they began to scratch theii 
heads, and look very foolish at the good host. They 
declared that they bad been sadly imposed upon; 
when after some vatn reproaches, the host began to 
consider that it would be worse to detain than to let 
them go ; if he were to keep them at his inn. Yet, 
having resolved to be paid his money, he compounded 
the matter, by disposing of them in a large p^tye 
f<v a prison, and sent them a little hay and straw to 
feast upon. 

When Howleglass imagined the blind men must 
almost have spent their money, he rode back towards 
the inn ; and in going to the stable with his horse, he 
saw his blind friends in their new abode. Then ac- 
costing the host he said; " What can be the reason 

■* This incident haa been fieqnently wocked up and become 
cuubbi in a aniubet of BtoriM, in particnlu' unanE tliB lulian*. 
It foEmi the Bat^ect of a Td* of Suchetü ; wt4 if tweu^k»- 
win givea by Sowni. — Tramlala; 
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that you have got those poor fellows shut up there 
Hke hogs? have you no bowels of compassion t" 
" Would," cried the host, " that the raseab were 
wkh the rest of their pack, and I was paid for thein 
entertainment ;" at the same time telling Howleglass 
how be had been imposed upon. " But," said our 
hero, " could you not take bail for them ?" " Yes," 
said the mas, " I should be gUd to have good 
bond, and then let the pigs out of the stye." " You 
wretch," said Howleglass, " I will see whether it 
cannot be done for love of charity," and he has- 
tened to the curate's house and said to him : " Sir, 
I entreat you will lend your hand to a pious work ; 
mine host of the . hath suddenly become pas* 

aessed ; I think he hath a legion of devils ; I beseech 
you to try if you can exorcise them, and you will be 
rewarded." " That," said the curate, " 1 will do 
willingly, but we must wait a few days ; we must do 
nothing in a hurry," " Good," said Hoirfegbss ; 
" and in the meanwhile, I will bring his wife, to 
whom you may cosununlcate our intentimi." " Let 
her come," said the curate, " and I will see to k.'' 
So Howleglass went back and said to the hostess, " I 
have found good bond for youi husband, if he will 
■ let you go with me to speak to the party." This 
being agreed they went to the curate, and Howle- 
^ss said : " Here is the man's wife ; now let her hear 
irfiat you have promised.'' " Very good," replied the 
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curate. " If you will i»il; have patience a daj or 
two, good dame, I will c&ll upon youi husband, and 
hope to Bet him at rest." " That is a good hearing," 
Biud the hostess, and hastened home to acquaint 
her husband, who satisfied of the curate's respecta- 
bility gladly pennitted the blind men to go free. 

Howle^ass having thus settled mattere with the 
host took his departure ; leaving the curate and him 
to decide the question as they best could. Then on 
tiae appointed day, the hostess waited upon the curat« 
to receive the amount of the blind mens' bill. Then 
the curate repUed ; " It is by your husband's order 
you, are come?" to which she assented. " I thought 
HO," said the holy man, " it is the devil that makes 
him talk of money." " Nay," said his wife, " please 
you m, not the devil ; it is he himself who wants the 
money." " Aye," said he, " I tun told that the 
devil has prevailed with him, though I trust with the 
grace of God that he may yet be restored." " WeD, 
well," said the hostess, " 1 see how it is ; when ill- 
disposed people are averse to pay, they make these 
inventions;" and ehe went home, complaining l»tterly 
of what the curate had said. 

But the host himself was so enraged, that he ran 
out of the house with a piece of roast beef which be 
had upon the spit, in his hand, and hastened towards 
the curate's, who seeing his approach made the sign 
of the cross, and calling his neighbours to his aid, he 
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told them that the man was possessed. The host 
niDDmg t4)wu4a^ him cried in a loud voice : " You 
shall p4y, you shall pay." All present crossed them- 
lelves, and stood round the priest, who ran a. nar- 
row chance of being spitted by the demoniac, who 
was with much difficulty driven away. AU the efibrts 
of the holy man proved in vain to dispossess him of 
the bad spirit that made him conUnually harp upon 
the curate's money ; which he never ceased to de- 
mand, though the formet assured his neighbours 
solemnly that he owed him nothing. Still he re- 
peatedly tried to rout the evil spirit without success ; 
and the strife continued between them as long as the 
parties lived. 



At that place there dwelt a proud and spiteful land- 
lord, who also piqued himself greatly upon his courage. 
Howleglass arrived at his house during the winter 
season in a great fall of snow: Three merchants 
from Saxony, likewise arrived late in the same even- 
ing. The host casting a sidelong glance observed : 
"Where the deuce can you be coming from at this 
time of night?" The merchants said they had un- 
luckily met a wolf in the way, which together with 
the heavy fall of snow had- delayed their arrival. 

VOL. I. L 



■V Google 



SIS aoWLEOLAU. 

On hearing tfaM,-tha hoit beoune more free in hi* 
remariu than before, ridiciilkig the idea c^ hrätg 
■cared by^:a wt^. "For my part," he-continuedt 
" wen ] to encounter a dozen in the open fiidda, I 
would not' budge « foot. I would engage theiB like 
a man, and not go out of mf wa;^ like yon ;" and in 
this mannerhe went on jeering them tiU nightfall. ~ 

Howteglaw being present, and having beard the 
whole hisiAFf, said not a void, but propoied to occnpy 
the Bame room as the strangeia, which they agreed üx 
with the host. When they had retired to the cham* 
her they began to consider how they might reqote 
their host for all the ridicule which he had heaped 
upon them. 

Then Howle^ass spoke out : " Qentlemen, 1 see 
this fellow is a great bra^adocio, hardier in word than 
deed ; but I will put him to the proof, if you please." 
" Nothing could be more agreeable to us," said they; 
-" and we will moreover pay you for your troid^." 
Our hero answered : " To-morrow go about your 
afihirs, and return here in the evening. I will be pre- 
pared, and draw a drail upon the valour of our host, 
which we ihall see how he will honor." So the mer- 
t^hanta did, and paid i>oth for themselves and Howie- 
glass ; while the host on his side, did not forget to 
warn them to take heed of the wolves, and shouted 
after, mocking tiiain.as they went They thanked 
him ; obserring that if the wolves should eat them. 
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they nouJii be inrOO couditioo to return in the erening r 
tayingwhichjJtlowlegla^siUid they rode diSerent ways. 
But fit.tbe^ttme aj^intedthey were true to the hour; 
whUe Howl^law meantime had the good fartane to 
meet a wolf which he käled and flayed, being the vioat 
ingenious thief of the two. When the w»tf^ hide had 
become haid with the Efost, he conveyed it secretly 
into the host's house ; who had stiil recourse to hiscdd 
brtYadDS when he saw the merchants return. They 
only replied : " As you can encounter so many wolres 
tX a time, suppose you were to kill one just to shew 
you; v^our.!' 

In a great poseion he swoie that there was no> 
thing which he said that he was a&aid of doing ; and 
the merchants soon after went into their own room. 
Then Howleglass said.: " Pray, kt me deal with him : 
only take care, when the host and his household 
shall be at rest, to be on the watch." At that time 
Howlei^ass went down stain, and took die wdTi 
skin, quite hard and frozen, and placed it before the 
kitchen fire in an upright position, supported by stidcs 
so as to look perfectly natural, witii bis jawa stretched 
wide with another stick, into which he had stuck two 
old shoes, as :Rome sign of the hunger he felt This 
done, Howleglass relwi^ to the merchants who di- 
lectly began to rouSe their host: ■' Landlord, land- 
lord, I say ! !" " What do you want V answered the 
hoat. " Want !" retorted they, " we want sometiitng. 
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to be sure. Up with your tapster, yonr chambermaid, 
or yourself; we will settle tomorrow." The host 
vexed at being thus disturbed, swore it was not the 
custom to drink during the night in Saxony. Still 
he called the bar-maid, bidding her cany what they 
wantfd into theii room. So she got up and ran to 
light ber candle. Seeing the wolf at the kitchen fire, 
she ran into the garden, imagining be had already 
eaten the children in the cradle. Next the host called 
his tapster and he too went down to light bis lanthom, 
which he did before he got a sight of the wolf; and 
supposing he must have already devoured the pH, he 
hid himself in the cellar. Now Howleglass called the 
host himself for the third time, vociferating that the 
merchants were dying for drink ; or at any rate to 
bring them a light and they would go and draw for 
themselves. 

Supposii^ his servants must have fallen adeep, 
mine host at length rose, and went like the others to 
light his candle. In going to the fire, he got so near 
the wolf before he saw him, that when he did, he feU 
down with fright, thinking he was already in the 
beast's paws, and uttering cries for help. As the mer-i 
chants drew nigh, he honied out most piteoudy : 
" Oh haste, haste, he has eaten the tapster and the 
bar-maid ; he is just swallowii^ her shoes !" As he 
uttered these words, Howleglass and the merchants 
with peals of laughter ran in ; exclaiming, " Here is 
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the brare man who would clear the countiy of a do- 
zen wolves, and yet he is afraid of being shut up in 
his own house with a dead one." When the host 
found himself thus tricked, he was quite at a nonplus^ 
being taken so very short, so that he had not a word 
to throw at a dog, much less at a wolf now. He saw 
well that his previous proud looks and boastings 
had lost all their lustre at the apparition of a dead 
wolf; and be sneaked back to his bed-room. Next 
ntoming the merchants in high triumph settled their 
own and Howleglass's account wit^ the humbled host» 
who never more ventured to boast of his peculiar va- 
lour; and they then departed. 



HowLEOLASS having next taken up his quarters at 
Aslar, where he lodged with a person who had no 
oüier lodgers, except a litüe dog, to which she was 
mightily attached, out hero had a quarrel with her, 
which arose as follows. She was always cherishing 
her favorite at Howleglass's expence, seating him 
near the fire, treating him to tit-bits and teaching him 
to drink beer out of a porringer. 

Now whenever Howleglass was drinking, the dog 
b^an to make his court, and the hostess uniformly 
added : "You see, friend, what he wants; give him a 
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drop in his pomnger ; he ia aBking you ;" and this was 
■0 often repeated that be shared witli Howleglaaa 
every thing there was cm table, until being quite iul], 
he stretched himself again before the fire. At length 
after being both well fed for a length of time, Howie- 
glass inquired for a settlement. On looking it over, 
he said : " Now, my good hostess, answer' nib one 
thing. If you had a guest, \rtio should eat all youi 
victuals, and drink your beer, and had no money to 
pay you, how would you like it V The dame, link- 
ing he spoke of himself, and not about' her dog, 
said : " I ^ve no credit here ; I must have either 
money or pledge from all." HoWl^lass lej^ed : 
" I am content for my share, let my compamon took 
to bis own." Then on finding a fit occasion, in her 
absence from the room, he took the dog, and going 
into tbe stable he put him to death, and flayed him ; 
after which he returned into the bouse, with the 
skin under his coat Then calling to the good lady, 
he said, " Now, madam, 1 think we can settle." So 
she presented him again with the account; which 
he soon handed her back again, taxed with half 
costs. She eagerly inquired, " Who ia to pay the 
other half? for you haxe had the whole yourself." 
" Not so, madam," repUed Howteglass, " there was 
one more, and he had no money to pay his share. 
However, he is willing to leave his pledge." 

The hostess said : " Who can that be V " He 
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will leave you," said Howl^lass, " tte best suit he 
bad to wear ;" at die same time, shewing her the 
little dog's jacket. " Here take it," he said, " this 
ia the best suit of clothes, by way of pledge, which 
the fe&ow who eat and drank with me, can leave 
yon." The poor dame was dreadfully shocked at 
beholding the favourite's jacket in sucb hands, and 
«he cursed HowL^ass &om the bottom of her heart. 
He repUad : " Your maledictions are of no use ; it is 
aU.your own fault, for you enjoined me to give plenty 
(o eat and drink to your little cur ; and 1 kept telling 
ypH that he. had no money, though you would not 
befiere me. Now, as be has no money, he must e'en 
leqye . his coat ; pray accept it for his part of the 
•core." 1 

The hostess at this, was more angry than before, 
and shrieked out: "Away, villain, out of my house, 
and never shew your face again ; march, sir, march." 
" No," cried Howleglass, " I will not march, but 
I will ride away ;" saying which, he sprang upon his 
horse, saying, " Good hostess, take precious care of 
your pledge, until you get the money ; for I shall 
come back again, and hope to taste the flavour of 
your wine, without paying any thing at all." 
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In little more than a week after this adventure, 
Howleglass came U> lodge at a village near Asdar, 
where he left bm horse, and chansring his dress, went 
to see his former hostess. Now, there happened to 
be a wheel lying before the door, upon which h« 
seated himself, and bade the hostess good day. He 
then aalced whether she had yet beard tidings of 
Howleglass? " What should I hear," said she, "of a 
wretch too horrible for me to hear even named I"" 
" Why," said our hero, " what has he done, that 
you are so very an^ ? Don't you know that he 
never leaves any place, without committing a number 
of wicked tricks ?" " That," replied the hostess, " J 
X!an well aver ; for it is not more thaa eight days 
since he flayed my litüe dog, and himself gave me 
the hide for what he said he had drunk." Howie- 
glass s^d : " That was not well done." " But," 
said the hostess, " it will come home to him, some of 
these days." "True, hostess," said Howleglass, "fee 
has already got his deserts ; he is stretched upon a 
wheel." " Praised be the Lord," cried the hostess ; 
" and bad I been there, I would gladly have paid 
for the wheel ; and if I had the power, 1 would have 
broken his legs and aims with my own hand." 
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" Then," aaid Howl^lass, "we- have said enough 
upon this subject ; it is, however, all true that I have 
-said ;" for he was then leaning upon a wheel j «nd 
biddtr^ h^ farewell, he hastened from the spot, nor 
ever returned to it again. 



After Howleglass's departure, he went to quarter 
himself upon a house, where the landlord was absent; 
and to begin, he inquired of his wife, whether she 
knew any thing of Howleglass. " No, not I," aaid 
she, " but I have heard that he is a mischievous 
bound." Howleglass however, ^ain addressed her 
with fair words : *' I wonder, madam, that you don't 
know him I" " 1 have no wish," she replied, " for 
every body repeats it, as far as I hear ; and com- 
plains of him." Then Howleglass said : " Madam, 
if he have done you no harm, why do you abuse him 
90? You only know him to be such a malicious n^e, 
from hearsay." " Yes," said the woman, " I tell 
it you just as I heard it, from my lodgers;" at which, 
Howleglass held his tongue. The next morning, 
however, he rose early, and finding the embers still 
warm in the kitchen, he kindled them up a Uttle, 
and then went and carried the hostess, who was in 
a sound sleep, down stairs, and laid her upon the 
l5 



■V Google 



326 HOWLEOLASS. 

hot coals, whkb made lier smart wdl, befiHe she 
awoke. Then Howlegkw said: "Now, indeed, dame, 
you may say from your own esperieuce, much better 
<thaa hfiaraay,. that Howle^ass is a m&liciouS rogue ; 
for you have had a taste of his tricks.^ The hostess 
began to cry murder, and stop thief, stop thief, with 
as load a voice as she could, but Howleglass made 
iiis escape; adding, " This is the way to serve people, 
who say ill of one by hearsay, though one never did 
- them any harm, nor even so much as saw them," 



A SHORT time afterwards, Howleglass went into a 
tavern where there were a number of Dutchmen. 
Being disgusted with them, he ordered a down eggs 
to be boiled, and set before him. One of the Dutch- 
men, however, taking Howleglass for a simple rustic, 
took the eggs one after another, and devoured them 
all ; each time setting a shell before Howl^ass, and 
observing : " Here, sir, is the husk, but die kernel 
has slipt out." The rest of the company laughed, 
and Howleglass likewise, staring at them like a fool, 
as if he had been moon-struck. But hear the sequel! 
In the evening, Howleglass called for a roasted 
apple, which he emptied as adroitly as the Dutchman 
had done the eggs ; leaving only the pippins within ; 
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to which he added a goose quill cut up into several 
bits upon a trencher ; he then took and laid it upon 
the taUe, with , sugar and ginger, as if he had been 
going to make a feast; and leaving äie room, he 
patiently awaited the result He was no soouer 
gone, than the same Dutchman took bia apple, and 
devoured it hastUy, to empty the ap[^, before his 
netum ; but lo I in a minute or so, he was sdz«d-with 
the most excruciating pangs and vomitii^, and be-' 
came so extnoaely eick, that the host and his com- 
panions believed he would infalliUy die. " Alas," 
cried the man, " I am poisoned;' fare you well." 
" No," replied Howleglass, " you are not poisoned ; 
but you are labouring imder a very strong emetic, 
such as the great gourmand's stomach is sometimes 
subject to. Had the Dutchman first infbnned me that 
he was about to devour the apple, I could have toid 
him that it would not agree with boiled eggs. In 
fact, they are bitter and sweet enemies to each other ; 
they cannot remain 'five minutes under the same 
roof, so you see they are compelled to part." 

With some difficulty, the Dutchman recovered; 
and he then said to Howleglass : " Eat in future, 
whatever you like best; 1 will never meddle with you, 
nor ever invite myself to sup with you again." 
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One day HowleglasB went to pay a visit to the 
Bishop of Bremen, who had a great regard for bim ; 
as they had spent many a merry hour ti^ther. So 
having first lodged his horse in the bishop's staUe, 
and ordered him good provision of hay and oats, he 
hastened into the palace. Bidding him welcome, the 
good bishop expressed a wish to see some specimens 
of his ingenuity ; but Howleglass wore a very grave 
countenance, and slowly repeated his Pater Noiter, to 
which his friend the bishop listened rather impatiently. 
Now Howleglass had just before been with a 
a crockery-ware woman, und had made a bargain 
with her for all her. crockery ware, which she was 
bribed, with suicidal hand, to break to pieces, at a 
signal to be given by Howleglass. The bishop now 
enquired of him where he had last been ; and Howle- 
glass answered; " to church." " Indeed, you are 
very solemn," said the bishop; " will you do nothing 
to make one laugh V " Please your Grace," re[^ed 
Howleglass, " if you will come as far as the market- 
place, you will see a woman who is selUng earthen- 
ware, and who without saying a word, when I make 
a secret sign to you, shall fall upon her own wares, 
and break them to pieces." The bishop said : " That 
I should like to seel but I will bet you thirty gold 
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browns that she will do no such foolbh thing. 
What ! break her own pots '. impossible." 

So the bai^n was made; and the bishop went 
along with Howleglass to the market, who pointed 
out the woman where she stood, and just as they had 
reached the steps of the town-hall, he made a sign 
as he had said, and the bishop looked attentively to- 
wards the spot. 

The same moment the crockery-woman got Up as 
if in a great passion, and began to smash her wares 
with a huge stick, until the whole were demolished. 
All the spectators burst out a laughing as well as the 
bishop and his people ; and on their return the bishop 
said to Howleglass; "How the deuce could you 
possess the woman to break her own crockery ? tell 
me, and I will pay you the thirty crowns 1" " Please 
your Grace," said Howleglass, " it was not done by 
chance nor ignorance ; the truth is I had bought 
them." The bishop began to laugh, and gave 
Howleglass the thirty crowns, only making him promise 
that he would not amuse any one else with the story; 
in which case, he would give him a good fat beeve ; 
■ and Howleglass very joyfully took his departure. 

The bishop being seated at table with his gentle- 
men, informed them that he had learnt the secret 
of the crockery woman's conduct ; and the whole party 
shewed great curiosity to know it. The bishop said : 
" If you will each of you give me a fat beeve for my 
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khcben, I have no objectioa." Th« whole party 
agreed to give one ; most of them imdeed two, each 
to the Tidue of six crowns. When the beeves were 
collected, Howleglast came forward and declared that 
one half of them belonged to him. " No," said the 
biriic^, " only what I piomised you ;" and he selected 
one of the floeat, which Howleglasa drove off. 

The biidiop then calling his lords and gentlemen 
said : " Listen and I will keep my promise : it was 
that malicious n^ue Howle^asB who t^bed the 
woman in order to impose on me ; the rest your 
sagacity will account for." When the whole com- 
pany heard this, they were quite ashamed and chap- 
fallen ; for they repented having bartered their oxen 
on sncb terms, but they were obliged to hold their 
tongues. The bishop on his side, had even done 
better than Howleglass, for he not only repaid him- 
self the thirty crowns, but cleared a much lai^er sum 
by the sale of the beeves, of which out hero obtained 
one. The lords and gentlemen indeed were sadly 
chagrined at having been thus tricked by their 
bishop, but there was no help for it 



Howleglass being now pretty far advanced in year 
began to think of repentance, and tumed his thou^ts 
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to religion, with the hope of Kfonning his eril ways. 
For this purpose he went to the Abbot of Mariendai 
in the land of Säxony, 4bom he intreated to find him 
a resting place, as a sort of lay brother. The abbot 
who was a facetious man, replied : " I will give you 
a place, but it must not be a resting place ; you must 
do something for your living, we have no sinecuree 
here. Both I and my brethren ar^ all engaged in 
doing something, and all here do as they are bidden.',' 
" Reverend Father," said Howleglass, " whatpfea^ 
you will please me well." Then the abbot said : 
"Yet I see pretty well that you do not much like 
work, BO you shall have a station at the gates, which 
you will only have to open and shut, and to con- 
verse with civil people." " Reverend Father," replied 
Howleglass, " Heaven reward you, 1 will aasuradly 
do whatever you command, and leave undone, if(luitT 
erer you please to forbid. I can say no. more.'.' 
" Then" said the abbot, " here are the keys ; and 
be sure not to admit all that knock at our gates,. but 
only three (» four at the most ; for there are so many 
idling niguei abroad, that if we were to admit them 
all, the gourmands would eat up ouc monastery." 
Hoirleglass made answer: " Reverend Father, I 
would willin^y prevent that." 

Now it one day happened that a party of the 
monks were retuniing with a convoy of provisions for 
the convent, and Howle^ass would permit uily four 
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ta enter, leaving the rest to kick their heels on the 
outaide. A complaint of this being made to the 
abbot, he said to Howleglass : " Oh, 1 see you aie a 
wag, and is that the reason you would not admit my 
monks into the monastery ?" 

" Father," said Howleglass, " I admitted as many 
as you commanded me, and no more." " Nay," 
said the abbot, " you have played the rogue, the 
malicious rogue ; and you are no longer worthy to be 
called our porter." So he put another in his place, 
feeling quite assured that he wotdd never abandon 
his old tricks, and transferred him to another post. 
Iliis was to take a muster of the monks who came 
to matins ; " and mark," added the abbot, " if yon be 
tripjüng here, I shall give you notice and rid the 
convent of you." Howleglass said : " Reverend Fa- 
ther, this taking muster will be a heavy job; how 
many are you, I wonder I" " Do it as I say," repeated 
the abbot; for he had abeady wished to get rid of 
him. Then thought Howleglasa, 1 shall never ba 
able to number all these sheep by the head. They 
must not come to matins too fast. So he went and 
broke some of tlie staircase steps leading into the 
place ; and first came, and first did go, plump 
down, the prior, an aocieut holy man, who was in the 
habit of leading the way to matins, and broke his leg 
upon the steps. He made such piteous moans, that 
the rest of the monks ran in a body to see what 
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Could be the matter, and in their zeal to save the 
prior they all fell down the steps from top to bottom. 
Howleglass was standing near counting them as they 
fell, with a piece of chalk upon a slate, and just as 
the abbot got up, he observed : " Reverend Father, 
have I not well fulfilled your orders ? I have taken a 
muster of the monks ; here it is." Then the abbot 
answered ; " You have played the part of a malicious 
waj as you are ; so budge speedily hence !" Then 
it was, that Howleglasa tj>ok his departure for 
Müllen, where it is no wonder that he fell sick, and 
had time to repent of bis late impious tricks. 



At Müllen, Howlei^lass feeling himself grievously 
sick, marched straight to the house of an apothecary, 
asked for some medicine, and walked up stairs to 
bed, bidding the doctor to attend to his caee. Some- 
what vexed at this want of ceremony, yet supposing 
he could pay well, the doctor determined to ad- 
minister sharp medicines ; which being taken, very 
speedily compelled Howleglass to get up again. Be- 
ing in the night, however, he began to advise with 
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himself, what was best to be done. On going down 
it&iTB, he found all the doora made fast, except that 
into the doctor's shop, into which he entered, still 
ftcatly puzzled, and leaBoning within himself: "At 
all events, this good apothecary shall lose nothing 
by me. ' True it is, 1 hare neither silver nor g(dd, 
but I will give him what I have." And now he 
was just on the point of replacing one of tlte doc- 
tor's drug boxes ; when the doctor hearing a noise 
below stfUre, suddenly entered. On finding how 
matten stood, be went into a passion, and vowing 
HowleglasB shbuld stay no longer in his house, he 
had him conveyed to the hotel of San Spirito, whei« 
his mother hearing that he was at his last hour, be- 
ing very poor, and believing he might have some 
money to leave, was soon in attendance. Beginning 
to weep and lament over his condition, she said: 
" My poor son, where are you so unwell?" Howie- 
glass rephed : ■■ Here, mother, between the wall and 
the bed." " Nay," said his mother, " speak to me 
sweet and pretty words, dear son I" Howleglass re- 
plied: " Honey, honey! is that a sweet thing ?" She 
then said: "My good Howleglass, where is your 
money, and where are your goods V " They are so 
safe, I think nobody will find them ; but I leave 
you, mother, all my goods, just straight and crooked 
as they are." 

Howleglass now fast getting worse, was asked 
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«hethra be would not lilce to have & confessor, and 
y»kt the sacrament, to which he agreed ; for he said 
be felt that he dioiild never give this last enemy the 
dtp. " Never mind," said an ancient Beguine^un, 
" yon have only to repent, in order to smooth your 
wftyontof the world," "Nay," quoth Howle^ass, 
" I Bhall die neither more smoothly, nor pleasanüy, 
for repenting of my sins, for death is hard and bitter ; 
it takes a good deal to kill one, good or bad ; besides 
I will make no private confession. Why should I ? 
I have sinned against aU nations, and all individuals, 
wherever I found them. Those 1 have any way be- 
nefited, will speak of it after my death; and as for 
auch as I have injured, you may depend that they 
will not hold their tongues. However, I only re- 
pent of two things, which I have never been able to 
accomfdish," " Nay," said the old nun, " rather 
be joyful, if they should- be any thing wrong, and 
repent of the rest of your sins." " You may think 
of it as you please," replied Howleglase, "but they 
are as follow ; whenever I saw any one picking his 
teeth with a knife, or any thing else, I felt infinite 
regret at not having put something on the point of 
it. The other is, that whenever I saw an old woman 
above fifty, I felt a great inclination to have her 
either burned or drowned, to rid the world of her." 
" Then heaven taite care of you," saidtiie old nun, 
"for I no longer will; 1 am myself sixty yeiars old." 
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" Yei," said Howleglass, " it is that that vexes me." 
"Oh! the devil fetch you!" cried the nun ; and she 
left her sick patient, in a great huff, to himself. 
" Ahl" said Howleglass, " I find she is not atrtily de- 
vout sister, or she would not so lightly have taken 
offence ; in my opinion, she is worae than the devil." ' 



We must not here forget to mention, that before 
HowleglasB went to the monastery of Mariendal, of 
which there has ah«ady been an account, he arrived 
on occasion of a festival at Bremen. He perceived a. 
number of countrywomen coming to the fair, carry- 
ing buttermilk, and he marched up to them aa if he 
had been a public officer, and ordered them to emp^ 
their milk into a large vessel, marking down the con- 
tents of each, upon a slate, in order to obviate all 
abmie. 

Supposiug they were to be paid for their milk* 
the women stood waiting; and Howleglass told them 
that he would settle with them the week after, when 
they all ran to take their milk back ; while Howle- 
glass tdd each of them to take her own. Great was 
now the scramble, all were drenched and pamted 
trom bead to foot with butta'-milk) and flung their 
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jugs at one another's beads, making a most hideou» 
din. 

When they a little recovered, hardly knowing oq 
whom to take vengeance, they sought every where 
for Howleg^B, crying out, " Where is that malicious 
rogue, who pretended to measure and take our milk I 
Let us have him that we may duck him in the mash- 
ing tub." The spectators of this scene were greatly 
amused, observing to all that passed, " What a day 
it is ! Do you see how it has been raining buttert 
milk? the streets are swimming with it." 



At the time when Howleglass was a monk of the 
order of St Antony, and called the Rev. Father 
AnastasiuB, he was often in the habit of going to 
collect alms, as much as the simple were pleased to 
give him, at least once a year. Now Howl^lasa 

* It will be obKrred. that poTtiona of thii and Hk oeit 
diapUr, (re almoat identical with aimilar dcBcripCioiii in the 
Italian NaTfliBla, and in some parts of FriBT Gerund. In what 
dir«ctioa the current of fiction Grit ran, it is difficult in this in- 
stance to say, but we are inclined to think that llowleglaas 
bai occaaionally anogated to himKlf, the eiploiti of others. 
Tranilatar. 
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wasaHttl^ squatfigui«, nitb a shwp keen' vieage ; 
red head and beard, and one of the beat joken and 
rallien" in the world. Thotigh be had no learning, 
he was so perfect and prompt a speaker, that anyone 
not acquainted with him, would have called him a 
great orator ; equal to Cicero or Quintilian ; and indeed 
he w^ gossip to mtttt in the same country, and re- 
lated lb or welcomed by all. According to his old 
practice, he went there in the month of August ; and 
one Sunday morning when all the good people wers 
about to go to mass, in the' grand church, he ad-< 
vanced when he thought it was the right time, and 
said : " Good ladies and gentlemen, it is a custom 
with you, as you know, to send some small partof 
your products every year to the poor followers of St. 
Antony, each according to his power and piety. By 
these means only will St. Antony consent to be the 
guardian of your beeves, your pigs, and asses, and all 
your flocks : besides which, you have to pay the small 
duty marked down to he paid once a year, in the 
books of our fraternity. Now here am I, sent by my 
superior,' our good Abbot, to collect these little dues; 
so that with the Lord's 'Messing, you will come when 
you hear the bellB,'a8 you go out of church, and I 
will preach you a discourse, such as will be pleasant 
to the ears of the disciples of St. Antony. You 
shall kisB the cross ; and moreover, I wüt shew you a 
very precious and holy reUc, which I myself brought 
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from the Holy Land, beyond sea, oo less than one of 
the feathers from the «in^ of the angel Gabriel, which 
he dropped in the chamber of the Virgm, when he 
came to make the annunciation at Nazareth." Hav- 
ing anooimced this, he ceased, and jetumed to heat 
mass. Butnow at the time whea be made thU naodest 
propoaal, there were present two boon companitm«, 
botii of whom,' though intimate with Howleglass, no 
sooner heard his intentkm, than they resolved to play 
him one of his own Ici&d of tricks. Koowing thaths 
was that day diiiing with one of his fHends at the 
castle, 4hey no sooner saw him seated at table, than 
they slipped down into the street, and went forthwith 
to bis lodgings; and while one amused the seT> 
vant, the other contrived to find the famous feather 
which he secretly secured, leaving every ' thing else 
exactly as he found it. They were curious to 'hear 
what HowleglasB would Say to the people, when h« 
found the loss of his relic — the panot's feather, ct 
which they bad deprived him. To com[^ete the joke, 
they hkewise substituted some coals in the boi 
from which they had taken it. At the appointed 
time, they went to see how Howleglass would look 
when he found the coals instead of the feather in the 
presence of aU the people. After grand mass had 
been said, the simple audience waited is the utmost 
state of excitation for a sight of tKe angel Gabriel's 
feather. Every one repeated the approaching mi- 
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nde to hi« neighbour, and dimter wa» no somkt 
over, than they begun to collect on all sides, with ex- 
pceisioni of the greatest piety and wonder. To add 
to the numben, Howleglass let them wait a good 
while ; he eat a good dinner, took his wine, and after 
sitting a little, rose very quietly, sending word to 
Ouccbio Imbrate that he should bring the little bells 
and the besaces, which after having unwrapped with 
much difficulty, assisted by the scullion and NuOo 
the servant, he proceeded to the place of exhibition. 
He ordered his attendants to go to the church gate 
and ring the bells with all their might. And the 
people being now all in readiness, Howleglass uncon- 
scious of his loss, began his discourse, which he very 
artfully led to his particular purpose. At length 
wishing to display the ai^l Gabriel's feather, having 
first concluded his devotional confession, he ordeied 
two torches to be hghted ; and then unfolding the 
wrapper, and taking off his monk's cowl, he pro- 
pounced a grand panegyric upon the angel Gabriel 
and his relic Now he opened the sanctum sanc- 
torum, of his box, which he found full of coals, and 
inwardly cursed his valet's neghgence, in having suf- 
fiered such a trick to be played ; for he knew that he 
(tad i^t nit to think of su^h a thing himself. How- 
fver, without in the least betraying his confusion, he 
ftüsed up his hands and eyes to heaven, and ii^ a loud 
voice he exclaimed : " How great and miraculous ! !" 
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anil ghuttmg up the box, he stgsja went on with his 
discourse : " Good ladies and gentlemen, I must now 
infirm yon, that when I was very young I was sent 
by my superior tuto the east, in order that I should 
do my utmost to discover the privileges of St. An- 
tony, which, thou^ they cost nothing, are more use- 
ful to others than to us. I took my route from 
Venice, through the Grecian city, and the kingdom 
of Algaire. Here I found the venerable father 
Messiie, to whom I said, when I waited upon him, 
' Do not be offended, most worthy patriarch of Jeru- 
salem :' and he, out of reverence for every one who 
bOTe the habit of our patron St. Antony, wished n^e 
to behold that holy saint's relics, which he possessed. 
Of these, indeed, be shewed me so many, that if I 
were to attempt to give you an account of all, I 
should never have done. However, he had some 
bottled rays of the star which appeared to the three 
east£m kings, and a small pbial, containing St. Mi- 
chael's drops of sweat, which poured down, in his 
combat with the devil. He had, also, some of the 
sound of the bells, belonging to the grand temple 
of Solomon, and the feather of the angel which 1 
have mentioned, with the coals which roasted the 
blessed St. Lawrence ; ali of which I was permitted 
to bring back with me. True it is, that my superior 
would never permit me to exhibit them, until it had 
been cleuiy certified, that they were the genuine 
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things : Init now ftsm tundoubted miracles, whieh 
they have wroi^t, as weB as from letters htoly re- 
caved from the patriarch of Jernsalem, we arc here 
authorised to edibit some of them, which I always 
carry about me, being afraid of trusting them to any 
one. The angel Gabriel's feather I secure in a 
«mall box, and in another the cOals with which 
St. Lawrence was roasted; and both hoses bear 
so strikii^ a resemblance that I o^n take one ffir 
the other, as has happened in the present instance. 
I find, that instead of having brought that contain- 
ing the feather, I have here brought the box of coals, 
which I &mly bdieve has been owing less to my in- 
advertency, than to some miraculous interpositiut. 
And so it is ; for it now occurs to me, that vriÜiin 
two days from this time is the festival of St. 
Lawrence ! Yes, it is St. Lawrence's day, only' the 
day after to-morrow; and you see, my good Mends, 
that it is intended to awaken yonr piety against äie 
occasion, to turn your hearts to him, by the sight of 
tfiese precious coeJb. Approach nearer, and behold 
tiiem, saturated as it were with the unction and good 
humour of the saint : approach nearer 1 say, for 
whichever of you shall be marked with the s^ of 
the cross by one of tbesfe coals, he will be sure to 
live duiii^ the whole year, and no fire shall harm 
him whetesoever he shidl be." 

'Ilien, after singing a- hynm to t}te saint, ke 
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opeatd the bos, and shewed the coela, wbich, when 
the stupid peojJe had admired to their heart's cmi- 
t^it, they all began to press round Howleglass with 
tfaeir tribute, and te be mariced with the nrost. This 
he did, with hu^ figures upon their clothes and 
dresses, remaiking that whatever quantity of carbon 
was lost by the procesB, would be again supplied, 
vdun the eoal was returned into the box. After 
having in this way fleeced all the good people of 
Ceitaldi, as well as disappointed the rogues who 
had hoped to enjoy his confusion upon missing the 
feather, he took his leave. But his companioii» were 
so greatly amused, and astonished atthä ingenuity 
and resources he displayed, that ^ey were ahnost 
convulsed with laughter. 

When the immense assembly l^d dispefsed, diese 
wags went to find Howleglass, to whom, with in- 
iinite jests aitd railleries, they discovered the trick 
which they had just before played upon him, at the 
same time restoring him his parrot's feather, which, 
in the ensumg year, proved as lucratiie to hire, as 
the coab had b^re done. ' 



»ARIOK at THE VIl,WO»0UlO» * OBBAT I>IL>MH4. 

During the tiqie that Howlegtass was ploying Uie 
miller, there was a certain lord who bad the reputa- 
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tion of beinf at once extremely eccentric and crud^ 
and was in' possession of a lar^ domain. ' Httppenr 
ing to hear that the parson of his parish piqued him- 
self upon the shrewdness of his divining faculties, 
which the simple country people looked upon' with 
the same horror they felt for judicial astrology; 
whereas the poor parson was only of an inquisitive 
turn, calculating from almanacks, of fine and rainy 
weather, according to the conjunction of the planets, 
which most frequently join to deceive those wh« 
trust them i hearing of all this, we say, the lord of 
the jnanM detennined to summon him. For though 
the parson made no kind of professions, his pa- 
rishioners still maintained, that he was a great di- 
viner, as well as a divine. Now, this lord ridiculed 
all those whose superstition led them to believe that 
any man possessed the power of foretelling what was 
to come— a power, only exercised by the Almighty ; 
and forthwith the parson was ordered to appear be- 
fore him. 

t^cmblmg he obeyed ; fot he knew the reports 
that had been spread, and the strange humour of his 
lordship, whom he found in bed. The moment he 
made his appearance, he said to the parson : " So, 
they want me to believe that you meddle with di- 
vination 1" 'To this the unlucky parson made an- 
swer: "No, my lord, I make no profession of the 
kind; I am only a little jcurions in matters of judicial 
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astrology. By means of the stars, we are sometiMes 
enabled to form a judgmeat according to their pecu- 
liar aepects, coDJunctions, and influences." This lord 
being in fact extremely ignorant, and not a whit Üie 
wiser for the parson's explanations, told die parson 
tbat he thought he must be mad. " And to cure you, 
my friend, now mark me I unless you can solve me 
four i^uestion», such as 1 shaJl ask, you shall be com- 
mitted for contempt of my person, and treated to the 
most severe flagellation that ever an aatiolf^r cal- 
culated upon." The poor parson wished to excuse 
himself. " No, no," said his lordship, " you must 
either consent to solve my qnestions, or feel the strap ; 
and to cut matters short, I will tell you what they 
are :— First : Where is the middle of the world ? Se- 
cond : What am I worth? Third : What do I think? 
Fourth : What do I believe V " Oh, my lord," cried 
(he unhappy parson, " Heaven alone can see into the 
hearts of others." "Well, well, my friend," said his 
lordship ; " but you think to trap poor simple people 
by your usual tricks ; however, they will not do here. 
Come, confess that you are an impostor, and I shall 
hold you highly contemptuous, or read me my riddles 
aright" 

The parson knowing this lord's strange and savage 
temper, saw there would be no further use in contest- 
ing the point; and all that he could do was to delay 
the fatal hour, by begging time to consider and con- 
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ault hi* ephanerideE until the nest day. On his retora 
to the pKreonage, he met Howleglass, who obtervm^ 
hU downcast mien, inquired what was the matter? 
Then the other related all that had just passed 
between him »id his lordship; uptm which Hovle- 
^Ibbs obserred : " Let me deal with the bnile, and -I 
wiU deliver you out of his hand. You have only to lend 
me your gown and cope; and as he has never seen 
Hte, and was in bed when he spoke to yon, I wiB be 
bound be wilt not recognize me. I shall assume yonr 
name, not your wits, and shall be able to resolve all 
the gentleman's doubts, I doubt not" Now the 
parson, aware that Howl^laas was exb«mely subtle 
and ingenious, and being quite at a loss as to what 
he should answer on Ute morrow, detennined to be 
wholly guided by him. He gladly accepted his pro- 
posal ; and the same evening sent him his gown, his 
cowl and hood, with bis best red bonnet. 

Accordingly, the next morning, Hovdeglass ar- 
rayed himself in the parson's long flowing ha1»Itments, 
nor would any one who met him hare taken him for 
less than a master flf arts. Thus attired, he waited 
upon the great lord, and sent in his name by die 
footman, adding, '■ that he was come to answer tat 
himself, as he had been commanded." This socm 
brought him into his lordship's presence, who in- 
quired whether he was able to resolve him thequestioni 
he had proposed? Howleglass answered, " That he 
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was, upon peril of his life." Rejoiced to hear this, the 
lord said : " Tell me then, where is the middle ot the 
world?" " It is just where latandfor me,* and where 
you stand for you, and bo with every one else." " How 
will you prove that V said his lordship. " It is for 
you to prove that it is false ; do that, and you may 
äog me to death." Bein^ unable to prove him in the 
wrong, he said, " Well, let this pass ; and to the 
second : How much do you think I am worth V 
" Something under thirty pieces," answered Howie- 
glass boldly ; " you will have no reason to complain, 
if 1 state it at twenty-nine; for our Saviour was be- 
trayed for thirty." "You are right again, friend. 
Now let us see once more, if you get over the next, 
you will have neariy saved your bones ; you will gala 
something." " My lord," quoth he, " I fear youi 
lordship is thinking more of your own profit than of 
mine, and I imagine t have pretty well satisfied you 
there." "That is true," sidd the other ; " but how 
will you get over the fourth, think youl will yoo teU 
me what I believe V " Yes, sir, I will ; is it not true 
you believe that I am your curate V " I do," said 
the lord. " Well, but I am not," replied Howleglass, 
" for I am only your miller. So I have answered 

■ The Tnuiltttoi has heie iliglitly altered utd caiUil«d the 
original, in order to »oid much abauid duciution and puMility 
quit« t«o ital« ttad obaolela foi modern ideal.— IVanilaJor, 
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In thii way did Howleglau by his subtly, not 
only 8&ve the poor pargon's j acket Irom a Bevere dust- 
it^, but gave this whinuical and banh landlord a 
beaity laugb, which served to banish for a seaH» 
bis odd and atrabilious humour. 



In the city of Rouen, there was a certain tax levied 
upon all Üioee who cbose to set up public houses of 
entertainmeDt, called the sign tax ; four Amies, oc a 
ClQwn piece being required for permission to hoist a 
aigin. Now, Howle^ass wishing^ to become a pub- 
lican, as well as a sinner, could never obtain per- 
nusflion from a certain blind officer, who held the 
office, unless he would consent to ^ve him a ivhole 
pistole, for they had formerly had a dispute together. 
This he was at last constrained to do, but not with- 
out making an inward vow that he should live to 
repent its eiaction. 

So the moment he obtained his licence, Howle- 
gjass had a sign painted, representing a blind tax- 
gatherer, in the act of receiving a pistole ; and there 
was written underneath; "Au Borgne qui prend," 
" To the blind rogue who receives." Now every one 
who saw the sign, and knew of the {»eviouB quanel, 
was almost convulsed with liuighter at the sight; 
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imtQ it came to the turn of the bliad magistrate to 
hear of what he could not so well see ; and mightily 
scandalized he was. So forthwith he prosecuted 
Howleglass for a hbel; who when examined, and 
cross-examined npon the point, confessed that it waa 
true he had set it up in derision of the man, who had 
exacted from him double of what waa due, before he 
^n>ald give him a license. Upon this the plaintiff, after 
being put to his oath, reluctantly owned that it was 
true, and c<»iBented to give up the surplus. This 
was finally decreed; and at the same time, that 
Howleglass should alter the sign of his house, which 
he aAerwBids did in the fc^owing manner, by merely 
striking out one of the letters, a single P, in his sign ; 
leaving the whole painting just as before. It was 
now " Au Borgne qui rend i" " To the blind n^e 
who restores," alluding ferther to the judicial settle- 
meatrof the affair. 

Moreover, it is true, that from the posture in 
which the blind signman stood, it was' difficult to 
ascertain whether he was in the act of taking or 
giving the money ; insomuch that Howl^Iass now 
stoutly mtuntained that he had thus satisfied the 
ends of justice. And in fact, on the second com- 
[daint being brought forward by the Wind rogue, it 
was dismissed by the court, which had detected his 
former malversation. 
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When Howleglass took hie dt^xutuFe from Gomany, 
widi the inteation of gtHng to travel in diSeient 
[4acea, more particularly in Spain, he weut through 
France, in onler to shorten hie journey. As be en- 
tered into the former country, he met with a native, 
who asked him somewhat rudely, who he waa, whence 
he came, and what he wanted ? Howleglas* answered : 
" I am a German, I come from traveUing througb 
the world, and I want none of youi company, J 
want to know the manners of the people, wherever 
I go." " Faith !" said the Spaniard, " I am sur- 
prised to hear} that you, who are a German and 
doubtless a cathc^, should visit France, a country 
where there is so little religion, and hardly a saint to 
bless themselves withal; while ia Spain here fhey are 
as innumerable as the hairs on one's head." " But," 
said Howleglass, " I heaid a veiy different verüon 
of the story, as I was passing through France ; for 
there they stoutly maintained that their saints «ere 
at the head of the calendar." Upon this, the Spa- 
niaid flew into a great passion, and asked Howlef^wa 
if he meant to espouse the French party, to which 
our hero replied, that he did. The dispute then 
rose high, inspecting the pierogatives of the two 
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nations ; knd the Spaniard finding that he had the 
muBt of it, the French having an evident advantage 
over the Spaniards, began to rest his argument npon 
the merits of their religion. " Where," said he, 
" will you meet in France, with true devoutness, such 
as foa witness here? 1 have traversed that wicked 
country, where iehgi(»i is so little honoured, that 
irtien the holy sacrament is administered to die sick, 
it is borne by a single priest, with a little clerk, who 
limgs a little sheep bell, followed by no kind of train. 
Now, behold in Spain, when the holy sacrament pro- 
ceeds thnougli the streets; wiäi what pomp and 
tram, and majesty it is accompanied 1 How the holy 
torches blaze ; what a concourse of people follow ; 
what honoiff is on all sides shewn ! insomuch, that 
passengei«, whatever pressing aSans they may have 
in h^d, are bound to join the [socesslon ; even the 
king and his mighty grandees themselves, think it a 
favour to be allowed to support one of the staffs of 
the holy cloth, with which it is covered." " I own," 
said Howleglass, "that all this is very grand; but in 
France, religion is celebrated by its ancient and de- 
rout ministers, and stands in tittle need of all this 
parade and ceremony : while in Spain, where you 
have such an abundance of Jews, 1 suppose you 
wonld he afraid, if you did not make a strong party, 
as you went along; and this is the reason that you 
muster so strong, lest you should be crucified?" 
'* How," cried out the Spaniard, still more inflamed ; 
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" do you piestime to enter into competition witt us^ 
evea ia religion? why, air, there h&Te been more 
saints canonized here in Spain, than there are haiis 
in my beard." " Very likely," aald Howleglass, 
" but there are more in France;" and the dispute 
continued in the presence of a number of people who 
had assembled. So HoMegiass pursued hia victoiy 
more boldly : " More saints than there are haiis in 
your beard, indeed 1 ! Why, m France there are 
more than all the hairs of my beaid and head pnt . 
ti^ther. But let us at once come to the proof! 
Only consent that at every Fiench saint I name, I 
shall extract a hair out of your long beard, and you 
shall do the same for every Spanish saint, with 
mine." " Oh, very good," replied the Spaniard ; 
" for very shortly, you poor wretch, you will not 
have a hair left to number with." A pretty round 
wager being staked, Howleglass was the first to be- 
gin, by plucking a hair from the Spaniard's beard, in 
pronouncing the name of St Denis. The Spaniaid 
next returned the compliment in the name of Si. 
Ignatius. Howleglass followed with that of St 
Martin. The Spaniard's next was St Xavier. 
Howleglass then gave him a pull for St. Louis. 
The Spaniard gave St Isidore. Howl^^ass, St 
Bruno. But now the Spaniard, snatching two haiis 
at a time, which made poor Howleglass smart, cried, 
" St. Cosmo, St. Damien, St . . . ." Here Howle- 
glass intenupt^ him, for, desirous of revenging the 
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pain of bis two hairs, he seized the Spaniaid'i whole 
moustache in his hsad ; and with a fierce tug, he 
cried out in the name of the eleven thousand virgins, 
which speedily terminated the contest For such 
was the agony that the pooT Spaoiaid endured, as to 
compel him to leave the field, which he was glad to 
do ; as he would have found some difficulty in match- 
mg Hotdeglass's eleven thousand virginfl, with a. 
nngle saint. 



HowLBOLASB nowdaily feeling himself getting worae 
andwoise, proceeded to make his will, and thus divided 
his property into three parts. The first he left to his 
friends, the second to the council of Mullen, and the 
third to the parson of that place. He also desired 
that af^ he should have slipped his breath, they 
should inter his body in holy ground, and that they 
should say the service as on other occasions for the 
peace of his soul. He then went on to describe Üie 
place where he kept a laige money chest, ia which 
the whole of the property he had bequeathed was to 
be found, secured with Tour heavy locks ; to be di- 
fided exactly into the stated portions. 

This chest was found and put into the care of 
the public authorities ; and in truth it was heavy and 
sohd enough, awakening agreeable anticipations on 
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the part of the legatees. ShorUy after this diapo- 
äition of hifl effects, Howleg^asB departed this life, 
and being wrapt in his winding sheet, was placed in his 
coffin, and carried upon two biers to his last home. 
While the priests were busy singing dii^;es and 
placebo over his remains, there came a sow with her 
little pigs into the church-yard, and bee^nnii^ fa» 
scratch heraeK against the side of the snpporters, afae 
unluckily upset Howleglass tt^ther with the bier, 
making such a horrible clatter, that the priests, it 
being in the night, all took to their heels thinking he 
had eome to life again, leaving our hero unintencd^ 
The Begube monks, however, came and placed him 
upon the supporters, though with his face downwards, 
insomuch that being thus placed in the earth, his own 
fancy was accomplished, as it were by accident 

La about a month the three parties met to divide 
die contents of the great money chest, agieeab^ to 
the tenor of the will. On being opened with all due 
fonn and ceremony, what was their vexation to find 
on^ a heap of stones. They cast angry looks at 
eadi other, the parson imagining that the temporal 
antborities had pillaged the chest; while the magis- 
trates conjectured that his own friends roust have 
broken it open during Howleglass's illness. His 
friends on the contrary thonght that the jxiest had 
committed the burglary, during the time that Howle- 
^ass was making his confession. In fact each party 
was highly exasperated against the other. The par« 
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son and the council were for disinterring the body, 
and having it deposited in a 6tter place under the 
otd gibbet ; bnt when they began to remove him, he 
saluted them with such an uncommonly strong odour, 
ttuLt they could no longer support it, and were glad 
lo cover him up and leave him where he was. 

Howle^SB was buried in the year 1350, and hla 
latter end was almost as odd and eccentric as his life. 
For u they were towerii^ him again into the grave, OM 
of the ropes supporting the feet gave way and left dte 
CoSb in an upright position, so that Howleglaat was 
stiB upon his legs. Those who were present then 
said ; " Come, let us leave him as he is, for as be was 
like no body dse when he was alive, he is resolved to 
be as queer now he is dead." 

Accordingly they left HowleglasB bolt upright as 
hs had fallen, and placing a stone over his head, on 
which was cut the figure of an owl with a looldng- 
glaas under its claws, the device of his name, Qtej 
inscribed round it the following Imes : — 

HOWLEGLASS'S EPITAPH. 

HEKE LIES HOWLEOIiASS, BtTRIED LOW, 
HIS BODY IS IN THE GUOUND, 
. WE WAKH THE PASSEMOE& THAT SO 

HE MOVE VOT THIS STOMe's BOUND.* 

■ Tbare was a drawing of Howleglasa'a monumeut taken not 
long ^o by uEiiglUli ladj, daiing a tiniFiiiGeimBiiy, answer- 
ing the abcve descnption of it. 
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This facile Princeps of magiciaiiB, Dr. John Faust^ 
the hero of ao many old dramas, beddes the more 
modeni onea of LeBBing and of GÖthe, was accordiag 
to the best calculations of historians born towards the 
commencement of the ISth century, and said to be 
the son of a peasant. But possessed of wi^ular 
genius, he succeeded in obtaining a degree of Doctw 
in Theology, udüI finally weaned irith religious re- 
seaiches, (a very bad symptom) he betook himseir 
to the study of medicine and astrolt^, which finally 
conducted him to that of magic. 

. His extensive learning soon acquired for him the 
reputation of a necromancerj he became invested 
wiäi the attributes of popular superstition, conjured 
up the prince of darkness, as we shall shew,' and 
forced one of the infernal spirits, by name Mephis- 
topheles, into his service. Dr. Faust farther entered 
into an agreement with him for the space of twenty- 

* Dei diin:k die Game Welt benifeani ErischwuT kanitUn 
imd Zauberen D.J. FauaU mit drin lenfrl, anfgeiichtete« 
bundiiiu, &c. Cologne on the Rtiine and Nuiember^. 

Tbere ii a copj with poit of the Mune dtla pieaerred at the 
Britiih HnHmm. It i* in Sro. with the data of Bruoiwick, 

irsr. 
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four years, in order that lie might enjoy full leisure 
to explore the earth, to descend into hell, traverse the 
celestial regions, &c. after which he was to deliver 
up his soul pro bono inferno. 

There are a number of traditions extant in Ger- 
many, most of them of a popular character, connected 
with the featB'of Dr. Faust, and there are others (in 
which the magician Vii^lius appears more pre-emi- 
nent) which long preceded the doctor's exploits. 
Among these too is the worlc mentioned by Görres, 
and first cited by Koch, containing " The Fall of Luci- 
fer and his Companions: and how one of these same 
spiritfl bound himself apprentice to a knight and served 
him well." Bamberg, 1493. 4to. Theophilus is ano- 
ther fiction of the kind, in which the hero on certain 
terms signs away body and soul to the devil, the bond 
being consigned to the infernal recrads until the 
period when it ^ould become due. His end how- 
ever was not so tragical as Dr. Faust's; by timely 
repentance he obtained grace with the Holy Virgin, 
and she snatched him from perdition just in the 
nick of time. Of a more remote date is the history 
of Virgilius, contemporary with the early fathers of 
the church, and there is still extant a Dutch ver- 
■ion of the origioal, entitled, " Een Schone Historie 
van Vi]|^hus, van djn Leven, Doot, ende van zijn 
wonderlijcke werken, di hy deede by Nigiomantien, 
ende by dat behulpe des Duyvels. T Amsterdam, 
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by H. S. Müller, 1558." " A Pleasant History con- 
ceming th« Life and Death' of Virgilios, and of the 
wonderful works he did by Necromancy, and with 
the help of the devil." Here it seems that, when a 
young man, he discovered an imp intended to be in- 
cBicerated until the last day in a hole in the moon- 
tain, unless some mortal should meanwhile luckily 
set hira free. He addresses Virgilius by name, in- 
tieats his assistance, and promises to instruct him 
gratis in the rules of the Black Art Virgilius con- 
sents, takes lemons, and then opens the devil a way 
out, ^o having squeezed himself throngh with sin- 
gular dexterity stands before him in his fidl pro- 
portions. VirgUias expresses bis surprize that so 
imposing a personage should have issued through 
such a very narrow outlet, and refuses to credit 
his own eyes. Piqued at his want of faith the imp 
offers to repeat the experiment, and having squeezed 
himself back again, Virgilius dexterously closes up 
the hole, and consigns him to his old abode.* How 
he subsequently buUt a castle, enchanted the whole 
anny of the emperor who beleE^;uered it, outwitted 
* In tLii adveatoie we lect^nue Ibe oiigin of tbe escape of 
" Le JMablo Boiteni," and to man; others who bave tbUomd 
VbgU's Imp. It Is popular in Swioerlaud, among otbsr inci- 
denta &am A« mom sovrce ; except that the dambit U than 
oao&ned in a hollow tree, from which he is finallj fi<wd bj 
Theophiastuf, on condidon of InetiactiDg the tattfi in magic. 
Giines Follubncher, p. iSO. 
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less expert maglciauB, conjured op Eastern palaces 
3Qd gardens more beautiAil than the Hesperides, and 
finally founded the city of Naples, are dl forbidden 
exploits upon vhich we must not preeiune to touch. 

We may remaric, however, that the whole has a 
more aiiy, romantic, and southern aspect, than the 
ncffthem tradition of Faust, which embraces more 
both of a comic and tragic character than its pre- 
decessor in the magic class. Viigil indeed betrays 
strong traces of his Italian descent, and his far- 
iamed exploits most probably owe their existence to 
some ftalian, Spanish, or Greek writer, and were 
first recorded in Italy. Frequent coincidences are 
to be met with in the Gesta Romanorum, as the 
Salvatio Romse, and in the Seven Wise Masters, 
which very clearly indicate the early origin of tfaa 
work, perhaps anterior to the twelfth century. 

The popular work relating to Dr. Faust, is an 
abridgment of a more extensive one bearing the title 
of " First Part of the veritable Historie of the la- 
mentable and execrable Sins and punishment, to- 
gether vrith many wonderful and rare adventures of 
Dr. Johannes Faustus, a (ar-famed Sorcerer and Prac- 
titioner in the Black Art, throu^out the whole of his 
evQ practises until his final and horrible doom. 
Along with useful comments and beautiful illus- 
trations, with many matters interspersed by way 
of warning and instraction." Explained by G. R; 
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Widmiui. Published at Hambiu^h, 1599, 4to. Se- 
cond Part, Third Part Earlier however thaa thig 
last, as it is supposed, is an edition in 8vo. which 
appeared at Berlin asearlj as lfi87. 

That Faustus really lired and flourished towards 
the close of the fiiWnth century, is sufficiently evi- 
dent from a mass of historical testimonies, among 
which there are not wanting a number of eye wit- 
nesses, who we are assured bad seen bim in the course 
of their travels. He was the contemporary andfriend 
of Paracelsus, no less than of the still more renowned 
Cornelius Agrippa. Metancthon mentions hita in his 
Letters, and Conrad Gessner alludes to him as a coa- 
temporary of his. Manlius too, m his Collectanea 
Locorum Communium, openly states, p. ?.S, "Novi 
quendam nomine Faustum de Kundling, quod est 
parrum oppidum patriee me» vidaum.*' I was ac- 
acquainted with one Faust of Kundling which is a 
small town not far from my native place. Widman 
Üthis introduction cites various opinions entertamed 
respecting him by Luther, and concludes by saying : 
■' These and many other amusing and freely spokea 
conversations, drawn from authorities well known to 
me, it is my wish to relate." 

" Id truth, although there is a good deal of coa- 
sting evidence in regard to the partäcular spot where 
he was bom and flourished, there is little doubt of 
his being an historical personage, and one who had 
trit to take advantage of the times in which he lived, 
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whoK auperior btellect and adioitaeiR outstripped 
the BUperstitious fears and prejudices of his country- 
men, to which he was indebted for so much of his 
notoriety. The Reformation had newly awakened 
rdigioas zeal, to which Fanstus, long famihar with the 
quietism and insipidity of the northern character, was 
SO far irom giving the rdn, and entering into all the 
feiTon of pious transcendentalism, that he rather 
turned polemic, and by venturing to dissent and to o^ 
pose, drew down upon himself the anger and abhor- 
rence. of the saints. Shortly, Faustus appeared con- 
spicuous in history as the common representative of 
mischievous magicians, guilty of all kind of diablerie. 
Their sins, throug^out centuries, were all laid at his 
door ; and when ihe general fdth falling as it were 
to pieces, divided into ferocious schiams, it found a 
common point of approach in' a man, who during his 
frequent tours, and his intercourse with all ranks of 
people, had boasted of his infernal connectjona and in- 
fluence in the nether lauds." — QOrret. 

From the earliest period, the people delighted in 
deceiving themselves with similar fictions of diablerie, 
no less of a comic than of a tragic oast, intimately 
connected, as they were, with ike more bewitching 
world of f^rie, spirits of the fountain and of the 
green, of mountain dwarfs and of elves, all of whom 
were more or less invested with the powers of mis- 
chief, and drew their origin from below rather than 
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fh»n above. Tbie;^ enteied iiib> leagiue, and admitted 
luoitalB into tbeij ccaifidence ; tliey even became th«i 
^Hhful ätmitiars, and Zoroaster, Socrates, Demo- 
critua, and Empedocles, like Alberbis Magnus, Paiä- 
celsiu and A|;rippa of a more modem date, had aB 
tlieii respective demons. And bowerer much m- 
clined to turn their infernal couiuel to good account, 
ure ate told that Zoroaster, vho piqued himself upon 
being the prince of ma^cians, was in g^ute of all his 
art, at last drowned by the devil. 

Robert, aurnamed also the Devil, Duke of Nor- 
mandjr. was m the babit, about the year 768, of me- 
tunorphoBing himself, like Faust, into any kind ot 
beast he choee ; a freak for which, though he received 
absolution, and soundly repented, he was CBnied off 
by his namesake m the end, who swung him aloft 
in the air, and gave him a severe &11.* Baian too, 
Prince of Bulgaria, in the time of Lothar, was as un- 
lucky a dabU« in the art, for though he fled to Rome, 
and was guarded by the Pope himsdf, in the identical 
chains of St. Peter, the devil nererth^se found an 
ot^rtunity of wringing his neck out. Even Popes 
tbemsdves, as witness the heroic Sylvester II., had a 
bpnd witb the same personage, who used to accom- 
pany him in the shape of a great shaggy hound, and 
was at the trouble of carrying off his hdiness out of 

* La teitibl« St merreilleagB vie da Robeit Le Diable, 
Itqnel ^TMfotlKrauDe de bi«<i. ATrojes. 
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die chnn^-yaid, when he had finished hi« career. 
Fop«8 Jobs XIII. XIX. XX. XXI., seem to have 
&ted little better; while Gregory VIL was eirtni|iped 
by making and breaking a vow of peipetaal cdibacy, 
and borne away by his sable majesty, in the appro- 
priate form of a huge blaclcamooi. 

Benedict IX. was served by seven little bottled 
imps at his elbow; Paul II. signed himself away 
«itii Ilia own thumb's blood, to a little grey man, 
nod became richer than any Pope before him ; lad a 
most scandalooH life, and when his time was come, 
was carried off from the side of hie mistress, without 
Hie least note of preparation, " unanointed, un- 
anealed." 

Thus, every age would appear to boast its own 
Faust, npon whom it delighted to confer the honour 
of supezaatumi martyrdom, exempliiying in his per- 
son) the popular ideas npon the subject ; until at 
length, these scattered examples acquired full foroe 
and perfection, in the adventures of the hero befote 
us, of the real historical Faustus, who Left hia own 
Hemoirs, Letters, MSS, his house and furniture, to 
his'friend and servant, the faithful Wagner. 

He has thus become the lepresentative of all pre- 
ceding m^cians; the master spirit of the circle, 
«VB who, like Csesar, may be said to have condncted, 
and written the history of his own infernal campaigni, 
and like him too, he was assassinated by his fc 
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There is little, however, in the Doctor's Memoln, 
which has not been ascribed to elder [^actitioDeis ; 
for though he feasted the Emperor Maximilian, and 
treated him to a few Jeux de Diable, Albertus Mf^- 
Diu enjoyed a similar honour, in 1348, with the 
Emperor WiUiam, and in the midst of froat and 
snow, exhibited a rich summer garden, with trees 
and. flowers in full leaf, and blow, enlivened by the 
song of n^hUngales. Nor was Erolfus, the jolly 
Abbot of Fulda, a jot behind-hand in his magic 
iUitsions, which he turned to substantial account, 
being in the habit of conjuring up excellent diimen, 
and tapping the trees for luxurious wines of every 
description. There is also the narrative of the four 
Frankfort ju^lers, who suffered themselves to be 
beheaded, for the company's amusement; a very 
ancient custom, recorded by Simon Magus, ami 
by Johannes Teutonicus, canon of Halberstadt, in 
1271. The latter, indeed, beheaded one of his own 
coi^;regation in his study, and handed down the 
head upon a dish, to his guests in the dining ropm, 
who ran: one and all to behold the sceDC of action, . 
and agaip ran out of the study, shocked at the si^U, 
and found their deceased friend sitting very quietly 
in the dining room, with his head upon his ahoulden. 
Hondoiff confirms this account, to the sadsfaction 
of aS good believers, and relates a no less 31us- 
trious feat, on the part of a Flemish gentleman, who 
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openly brought hir own page into the market flace, 
where he smote off* his head, which, after lying some 
half hour at his feet, he >e-adjusted to the bust. 
He then.: mounted into the air, with a whole pack 
of hounds, which ' he cheered to the chace, re- 
sembling that exhibited by Faust to the ItaUon 
ambassadors ; it will be found to correspond, likewise, 
with aimilai feats of Scotua, of Zoroaster, and Robert 
the Devil, of Normandy. In the same way as Faust 
too invokes the shade of Alexander the Great 
to giaüfy the Emperor Charles, so in the old 
French Chronicle we find that Robert the Devil 
summoned Charles the Great by dint of a magical 
writ. 

And though the Doctor asserted his claim to origi- 
nality, by devouring a cart load of hay for a sallad, 
he was still nvalled by his predecessor, the Abbot 
Erolfus, who, not content with disposing of the whole 
of his host's dishes, ended his meal, with eating his 
hostess ; and had the further malice to pay his 
reckonit^, by returoine; him the said wife and pro- 
visions, not the least damaged by the voyage- 
Neither is the narrative of eating the whde of 
the host's family unrivalled in its way; tor, when 
Charles IV. celebrated his nuptials with the bava- 
rian Princess Sophia, the bride's father brought a 
waggon load of magicians with hnn to enb'ven the 
city of Prague. Two of the chief artists were se- 
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lected by the xonit to cotd^nd nEh ^aoh other in 
diablerie; when the gieat Bohetdian ^OTceiei, Zytbo, 
«fter a desperate trial of sldl], seiiöd the Baitiiaaa 
master, Gouin, and opeiung his Java. from ear to 
ear, eat him up irom top to toe, hide apd all, until 
he dune to his shoes. Not Ukipg Ute Sxnii of 
these, he spit them out, declaring lUiait t}tey mnal Bnt 
be cleaned. Next, heiestoied his riTAl toUfe with 
the same facility as he had eaten him> , 

And, in truth, from these and c^h^r.ieseob- 
blances between Dr. Faust and his predgoaasorB, 
there in every appeanuice of his having suiQaioaed 
these less formidable necromancers to> his aid, .ctf 
vhom he is the sole historical sumvor, and cüis~ 
pelled eat^ to relinquish and to supply him with 
whatever he judged most essential to his own. fame, 
as tbe prince of necromancere, who might pass bb 
word fot them all. Nor is it im[H<>b^)k:, as we 
have before stated, that he was the cpmpüer of' his 
own history and adventures, in g^eat part b(»Towed 
from the traditionary reliques of hie cpuntry. 

Widman's work is founded, as the f^tor himself 
declares, upon an autograph of Fount, ^discovued in 
his library after his death, though the iporal re- 
flections, and a number of Faust's difpotqtiona widi 
his demon, concerning heaven and earth, and t$t 
abode of condemned spirits, ajqiear to h^ve b«en sup- 
plied by anotlier hand. . It is certain that Faust ib- 
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stnlcted . his friend md pu|d yfngaet, pot (» betray 
hiBjeecets,:1ij:fing]iiKgjdaiDb iriien abiDad, and per- 
■utted iäa to nitdd ftvay only v^Mn' within doon, 
BipuBy trqc it ü, thst lie left him (be whole_of hia 
boök^.md in a convenation he-had wilbL<Jum, 
^oitif before hiB deoease, said' to hun nry eenwtdy : 
"■I iure akOi pai^tiealady to iptroat,' tbst ^u ^^ 
leveal. nothtiig ooDcemiBg .mi^ .tianMCtieas in. the 
art, ootil' baf; aflieT.jmj deeüi; but that ytm wiU 
tbea.'fram my HSS* .aauduously apply younelf, in 
wiiting and arranging a IUI naifative, in which your 
äanm Kä.vmiU and Mhpid you of aay ciKum- 
stamea that nay happen, to haire. esoapsd^ youf 
snenioiy. Hy-'histoTy will thua prove' very Mceptrr 
iihl«;tothe ■mrü fron ,youi pen." 
-: Sespectiijg Vagaet himself, tb^e^jpeued-nxne 
biographical accounts fit a later date,,8iKfa: as 4«M 
&eie jequested from biniby hismaEaB«:«nd«itided, 
' f'Tbt Ufe aoad .aotJona of Christopher -.Wagner; 
and what, he did by .power of magic.' W^ltetd, 
by Dr. Scotus Totel, wirtten in the Qennan toogue, 
by P. S. M. Berlin, 1712." It i«, hwereivamere 
vmped :ap article, pconmenced long aftenru^scawl 
vil&OHitaoy claim toootice.* 
. Iftftddttion tetiaeabofetestimsBkAsof tfae;Doc- ' 
tin's. TerJAsl;^ exiatince, there ^augbti hen rbe. «ub- 
igilMd.ÖtDM:o(.w BngKih geplleinaB vh« nbidedin 
'*OfliTM,,FoIk*kii(l>Br,pL fSD— S. ' 
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Geramnyduringsomepart of thelöth century; but' 
we can only afTord space for one or two qf tbemost 
ccmclusiTe and authentic. Fromtheirlocaldelailg-and 
accuracy they go far to establish the, biographical facta 
and. anecdotes contained in the Doctor's lamentable 
history, and are fully suffii;ient, we apprehend, to dig- 
pel all further doubti, and set the question at rest for 
ever> They are extracted from an old Eng^b w<Hk 
entitled, " The Second Report of Doctor John Faus- 
tuB,. containing his a[^arances, and the deedes of 
Wagner. Written by an EngUah gentleman, student 
in Wittenbei^, an Untrersity of Germany, in Saxony. 
Published for' the delight of all those which desire 
novelties, by a frimd of the same gentleman. Ix»- 
don, printed by Abell Jedes, for Cuthbert Burby, 
and are tobe sdd at the middle shop, at Saint Hil- 
fred's Church by the Stockes. 1594.'' 

" First, there is- yet remaining the rains ofhiB 
house, not farre &om Melancthon's house as they caH, 
at the towne's end of Wittenberg, right opposite to 
tiie Bchooles. 

*' Secondly, there is yet to be scene his tree, a 
great hoUowe truncke wherein he used to reade ni- 
gromancy to his schollers, not farre from towne in a 
Very remote [dace, which I thinke is su£5cient testi- 
-mony to any reasonable eare. And enquire of them 
which have been there, see if they will not affirme iL 
Notwithstanding, I doe not goe, l^ these meanes I, 
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to eatreate men to beleeve, for I care not whether 
they do or no, but oaely to certifie you of the txueth 
as 1 myselfe would bee. 

" Next, his tombe is at Har's Temple, a three 
miles beyond the citty, upon which is written on a 
marble stone, by hia owne hand, this Epitaph, which 
is somewhat old, by reason of his small skill in 
graving. 



HIC JACBO JOHAHNE3 FADSTUS, DOCTOR DIVIHI 
JURIS INDIQNIS3IMUS, QUI PKO AMORB MAOIK DIA. 
BOLICX 3CIEHTIK, VANI3SIHE CEDIDI AB AMORE 
DEI. O LECTOR, PRO UE MISERRIUO DAMHATO HO- 
HINB NB PRECERIS, NAU PRBCE3 MON JITVANT QDEM 
DEUS CON DBMS AVrr. O PIE CHRISTIANE, MEMEBTO 
HEI, ETSALTEU SI/AH PRO INEIDUCIA MEA LACHRT. 
MULAH EXPRIUE, ET CUI VON POTES HKOERI, EJUS 
MISERERE, £T IPSE CATE. 



" The stone was found in his study, and bia will 
vas fulfilled and he lieth betwixt a heap of three and - 
thirty fir trees, in the fort of the hill, in a great hole, . 
where this is erected." a .^ 

There is a copy of this old Enghsh work pre- 
served in the very select and valuable library of Mr, 
Douce, which he kindly submitted to the Editor. 
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RENOWNED ARCH SORCERER, 

DOCTOR J. FAUST, 



Doctor Faitbtus was the son of a pe&sant who 
I dwelt at Rot, near Jena, in the domain of the city of 
Weimar ; and he was bom of honest [houb parents in 
the year 1491. He had, likewise, a number of re- 
lationa in the tawn of Wittembei^, all of them decent 
good Idnd of people, and in particular one of his uncles 
who resided there, a very reapeCtalde good-hearted 
man. He it was who educated yoang Fausttis, and 
every way treated him as if he had been his own ion. 
Indeed, baring; no children of hin own, be took particu-' 
lar notice of him, sent him to college, and placed him 
under the best thec^ogical mästen of the time, ooi>- 
ceiving he would some tbne prove an ornament to the 
holy church. Faustun, however, soon ungraciously 
net at nought his uncle's pious intentions, by beginning 
eariy to deride God's holy word, insomuch that his 
parents who had ever shewn him the utmost kindness 
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and forbeanuK«, w wdl aa greatly eXerted tbemaelves 
for bis adraatage, were greatly afflicted, tbougli in no 
wa; to be Uamed. They were gooi. paients, and 
tlieir names will therefore not be found in the 
fiiUowii^ hist(»y ; a« those, who had nevw seen, and 
never covld have beliered, the cruel trad fatal depra- 
vity of liiwi son. They only knew previous to their 
decease, that his uncle had adopted him for his son, 
which gave them the more pleasure as they were well 
aware of his aBttmirtüng memory and iateH^jjence, so 
that like Job they felt ^atly interested iu the wel- 
fare of their ofisprii^, " Desiring that he diould 
walk upri^äy before the Lord his God." (c. I.) Yet 
80 it of^ea happens that devout parents are afflicted 
with froward godless children ; as it was also in the 
case of Cain (Gen. iv.) in that of Reuben, (49.) and 
also that of Absalom, so dearly beloved by his 
father. I have here to add a still more unfoitunate 
toatance, though I know there are persons who at- 
tach blame to his parents, (whom, however, I must 
persist in pronouncing innocent,) by declaring; that 
ha incurred hia fate through their means, by their 
permitting him to indulge in his froward and wilful 
conduct, instead of correcting him betimes and bring- 
ing hkn up to honest pursuits which might have re- 
flected credit upon their exertions. 

Hb friends too, remarking his strong powers of 
inind, urged him, like his uncle, to embrace the study 
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of theology. To this, howeTer, he had do inclination ; 
while then Boon got abroad among the people, an 
impreasicHi that this Faustus was after no pxA, and 
even beginning to dabble in sorcery ; a report that 
finally grew so strong that hia fnends thought them- 
sehres authorized to speak to him seriously upon the 
subject; often admonisliing him of the dangers of-so 
impious a pursuit For he had already greatly dis- 
tinguished himself among his fellow-gtudents, üiso- 
much that he imbibed all the knowledge and answoed 
the most learned interrogatories of the first masters, 
carrying away the whole honors from bis head class 
consisting of sixteen coU^;ians. - He had thus far 
benefited by his situa^n, and soon acquired a de- 
gr^ of D.D. His success now made him more proud 
and headstrong; he looked few still higher things, and 
soon obtained for himself the name of the great spe- 
culator. At length too he mingled in bad society, 
and was even seen to throw the holy scriptnres be- 
hind the door, or ' under the table, with an air of un- 
seemly levity. This was followed by a life heart- 
less and abandoned, as will sufficiently appear in the 
course of the fdlowing unhappy pages. 

In short, hf began to shew the truth of a very 
well-known proverb: that it is in vain to think of 
stopping or turning -aside a man who is set upon run- 
ning to the devil. At this st£^ of his career Doctor 
Faustua met villi some contemporaries of similar 
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pursuits, no less in pbyBical science, than in Chal- 
dean, Arabic, and Greek cbaractera, mth strange 
.figuies and' incantations, and supernatural influences, 
acquired by tbe most unbdy means, though none 
reached to such a pitch as he did. All which pursuits 
.are no other than these : Dardian Artea, NigTimaoda, 
Carrina, Veneficum, et Incantatio; — similar to the 
names, of the Borcerers' books ; and these were 'such 

-as moat pleased Doctor Faustus, so that he would ut 

-absorbed in the study of them, both night and dtty> 
He no IfMigertook pride in his theological emiiieiic«, 

•which of a truth had ney<er any touch of real piety in 

. it ; he signed for distinction as a man of the worldt 

' he took the title of M.D. aiming at equal celebrity as 
a doctor of medicine, the better to disguise his astio- 

. logical and mathematical, labors. In this way he 
rendered medical assistance to many very celebrated 
characters ; he was eloquent too, and so well versed in 

.scripture that it was impoasit^ for him to mistake 
the will of heaven : " He that knoweth the law of God 
and doeth it not, shall be beaten with many stripes :" 

. also, " Forsake not the Lord your God." But Fans' 
tUB gave no heed to these things, and thus, in time, 

' brought his soul into the snares of the Evil One ; in 
which be is no way to be excused, as if he had fallen 

- into the same through ignorance and inadvertency. 

V 5 
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PitoCEZDiire in tbe suiie inck, M we have nad, 
this proud doctor faither att&clied himself to his boU 
BDd bod [Hvctices ; he did tfao»e things which he oagfat 
Mit, and omitted tiie thin^ whick he ooght to do, 
ptmraing hi» dangwovs specolalkiDs both day aod 
Bi^t. There was nothing either in heilreB « gn 
earth that could escape the btMoeas of his firafnie 
nK{ntrtes ; he mounted, as it wei'e, on itinfs, ceityilif 
his audacious questions and cakklHtio» t» auch' a 
let^th, by means of unhallowed procesees, auch aa m- 
gical figures, characters, and other foihiiMen mfeani, 
that eocn he detennined to invoke the devS, io order 
to assist him in his diabolical sorceries. 

And io it hai^teoed, for as he ims aoe ivenk^ 
walking; in a thick daric wood, a short way from Wit- 
teroberg, which be aft^vaids found was called the 
Spesser Voud, it suddenly came into his head-that 
that would be the ri^t place to be^ his magical 
ciides. Forthwith he boldly marked out a cvoas in 
toatfM figures, coBtaining a large circle, with Ub 
waitd, and within these he drew two smaller circlet, 
in one of which he himself stood. It was in the dude 
of eTening, between the ninth and tenth hour, wb» 
the Prince of Dwkness, well aware of the whole pro- 
ceeding, laughed outright for triumph, and said within 
himielf : " Ha ! ha I 1 must cool this mood of yours ; 
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if you vill only approach a little nearer the brink, so 
that we may catch yoi).both body and soul." 

With this view, he artfully sent a messenger, ae if 
he were himself unwilling to appear, and avoided his 
conju^tioni, which had the effect of further provok- 
ing the doctor's wishes and curiosity. At the same 
time, as he continued to invoke,, the devil raised a 
great hurly-burly over his head, as if he were about 
to burst his confines and sail into view. The trees 
bowed down their h^ads to the ground, and the wood 
begaii to be filled with demons, who drew near and 
nearer to the circle with a hideous din and u^aroar, 
like the rushing of swUt chariots, lighted with a thou- 
sand fiery trains, that shone like a conflE^ration all 
around. Then commenced the diabolic rout, with 
all kind c^ dancing and waltzmg; a scaramouche 
encounter of spears and swords was heard clattering 
far and wide ; and this continued so long that the 
doctor was on the point of leaping out of the circle 
to decamp. But mustering fresh courage, he re- 
mained firm, and with still more impious efforts, he 
summcaied the devil repeatedly to appear. Upon this 
the latter began to exhibit a variety of strange de- 
lusions : first, it seemed as if a vast brood of birds' or 
dragons' wii^ were flapping overhead ; and then, as 
the strongest conjurations concluded, the strange ap- 
pearance drew nigh with piteous lamentations, and 
again vanished. In a short while afterwards, there 
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fell a £eiy faggot dose to him, which again mounted 
into a sh^t of flame, which hung like a canopy over 
the spot where he stood. 

At (his sight even Faustus began to tremble, 
though he also exulted ia the idea that he was thus 
compelliug the devil himself to obey him, and he 
earnestly pursued his unhallowed labors, beat upon 
knowing the resnlt. , 

In this fatal design, he doubtless succeeded, as he 
was afterwards known, in a certain society, to have 
boasted that he had brot^ht xmder his power, and 
could command the services^ of the chiefest potentate 
in the wide world. One of the students in company, 
upon this observed : " That there was no greater po- 
tentate than the emperor, the pope, or the king, ac- 
knowledged upon earth." But the Doctor warmly 
retorted : " Sir, the one under my ordere is greater 
than any of these l" as if he wished to allude to the 
sixth chapter of the apostle Paul to the Ephesians; 
" The Prince of this World," &c. but he would ex- 
plain himself no iurther. 

And in truth, at^r several more invocations of the 
kind, the figure which had appeared to him in the 
wood, began to send forth a flame of fire, which 
mountiog to the height of a man, at last assumed a 
human shape, and bounded round the circle in which 
Faustus stood. Then the demon assumed the form 
of a monk, and entered into adialt^e with the Doc- 
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tor, inqaiiing hastily, "What might be his pkasniet" 
To this the Doctor answered, that it was his plea- 
sure that he should attend upon him on the ensuing 
night at hü house, exacüy at twelve o'clock ; which 
at firat the demon flatly refused to do. 

Then Faustus ag^ invoked him by the power of 
his superior, that he should accede to his proposal, 
and obey him too when he came ; all of which the 
infernal spirit was at length compelled to do. 



Whek Doctor Faustus returned to his own house 
early in the morning, he found the demon seated, 
uninvited, in his chamber, who candidly said, he had 
appeared to know what the Doctor's commands were. 

Now it is very extraordinary, but very true, that 
when heaven has wholly abandoned a man to his own 
evil machinations, a spirit has thus the power of play- 
ing off all such tricks upon him, cominglike a trouble- 
some servant uncalled for, and often refusing to come 
when he is called. So that as the proverb has it, 
such evil-minded persons wiU see the devil in spite of 
themselves, here and there, and at all times except 
when, they want his assistance. 

Forthwith in bis turn, the Doctor somewhat ca- 
valierly dismissing the demon, set to work with his 
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magicalartiafrealimcadertogivehiiatbetibnbleofre- 
taahig, Eke an ill-hiunonted miater linging for hiases- 
i«M before he kuweH got dnrnataiiB. The next time, 
the Doctor «tkewod him the aiticJca. of the comfact 
which he had dcKva.iq), DUB^y: lmpnsKS,TbAtW 
demmi. ■hould obe; bin. ia crery tiling be raquired, 
or chow to ts&ct, djoing the iritole teim of t^ Sec- 
tgc'B iiatiwal.li&. S<nKni%, That he AvM bebraind 
to answer every question, upon every liib^tpHtt« 
him, without any quibble or demur: Thirdly, That 
he muBt there reply to all the different interrt^atories 
th^t the Doctor chose to trouble him with. This the 
infernal spirit flatly refused to do, excusing himself 
by declaring that he had, no such authority from the 
prince under whom he held office to sign any such 
articles. " It is quite out of my power, friend Fanstua, 
to venture on such a step ; it remains with oui royal 
mastei himself." " What am I to imdeistand fhun 
thin?" inquired the Doctor, " do you want power to 
do it, do you say ?" " That I do indeed," replied the 
spirit " Let me hear the reason, then, now I" " Ymi 
must know, Faustus," said the other, "that there is a 
supreme power orer us, as there is over the earth : 
we have our governors, officers, and catch-poles, ot 
whom I am ' one and mauy;' we name oniselves 
Legion : in fact ours is a kingdom of l^ions ; be- 
cauae vhei) Lucifer himself, owing to his jvide and 
arrogance, fell with fierce dowalall and puniihmeit, 
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be fatougbt aloi^ «itH JUn. » h^(xi of ikvus- cftBed 
Princx «f the Orient froi» his holding dommion oyer 
fliate eailem legiwis. He lül(«wisc holds away in the 
aooth, in (be nortli, and in the west. 

" And ittaamadi as Lucifei the falleDi holds all 
bis mAwBC« and enpiie uodef the away of heav^ 
so we demons had it left in oni pover to reader out- 
selvea subservient and serviceable to mankind. Were 
this not so, it would be impossible for any mortal to 
bring; Lncifer nnder his power, who then sends his 
messengers as be has now sent lae to y«u. It is true, 
that we have never yet acquaidted mankinA with the 
leal nature of our state aodgorcrnmeBt; not eren the 
wittst among yon can fathom them; a koawledge 
which is [«Served ioi those only who travel thither 
ea thdt owtt account." The Doctor was acA a little 
-startled at hearing this, and said : " I hase no desire 
to eerb that knowle^^ and be damned Av your 
^eatoie." "WiIlyonnot?"rqAied the spirit; "that 
win ptthaps not h^ you in the end; ior your 
■era heart and life ha^e tinaAj merited condemnation." 
■Ttaetffr Paustus leplied : *' You may as soon think «f 
-eati:j)ing good St. Valentine I so take youiself speedily 
«ff— ^away 1" 

As the demon was departing, the Doctor seized 
with aoate fresh doubts, t^ain called him back, and 
enjoined him to appear m the evening about vespers. 
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to bear something farther which he had to ptopoae.b) 
iriiich the spirit nasented, and toolcihia depaituie. 

From this first sceae the abaodoned heart and 
ime^aation of this man are made evident ; and 
although the devil had fairly warned him by UDging 
the " song of poor Judas," as we say, he atiU clung 
1o his diabolical thoughts and pn^ects. 



TowAKDS the appointed evemu^ the same busy fiend 
again made his appearance, between three and four 
o'clock. He now promised entire service and obe* 
dience, according as he had received permission from 
bis master; adding, that he was enjoined to carry back 
word of the Doctor's intentions. " Yet I must first 
hear, Fanstus, what was you^ otject in f^ain sum- 
monuig me into your presence?" Doctor FauBtns 
gave him . a myateriouB, but at the same time very 
dangerous answer, as concerned his soul ; for he told 
him plainly that he desired to become either a c<»n- 
plete demon, or to enter into league with demons ; in 
addition to which he mentioned the articles whiclu 
here follow : 

First, That he might fredy assume a diabohcal 
shape whenever be judged proper- 
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Secondly, That his demon should bind himselfto 
perfonn every thing that the Doctor thought fit aud 
expedteat 

Thirdly, That he should ever be faithful aud 
obedient to him. 

Fourthly, That he was to hold himself ready, to 
appear at the doctor's house at the slightest notice, 
and ' in such shape as should prore most convenient 
and agreeable. 

FifUily, That he should perform his household 
duties invisibly, or appear only to the doctor, as he 
judged best. In respect to these several articles and 
conditions, the demon promised unconditional sub- 
mission ; except that he wished to add some slight 
clauses, when every difficulty in the way of the ne- 
gociation would be removed. It will be right to 
touch upon the leading points in these clauses : — 

Imprimis : Let Doctor Faustus swear, promise, 
and sign, that he holds the said service and obedi- 
ence from the devil, upon a lease of years, to have 
and to hold. Secondly, that the Doctor, for further 
assurance of the same, shall sign and witness it with 
his own himd and blood. Thirdly, that he shall de- 
clare all Christians to be his natural enemies. Fourthly, 
he must forswear the Christian faith. Fifthly, that 
he must watch and pray, that no one may prevail 
upon him to return to it Before the ügning and ese- 
cutton of these conditions, a certain number of year« 
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to be mentioned, Si the expiration of which tbedetnoa 
wai to retam to feteb the Doctor away. Now dumld he 
choose to accede to these conditions, there was nothing 
which heart could desire upon earth that shonld not 
be his; and he would also be at liberty to assume an 
invisible or diabolic shape whenevo' he pleased. 

Doctor Faustus exulted greatly on hearing these 
tenns, so much that he paid not the least heed to the 
safety of his immortal soul, while the wily denxn 
look adrantage of his eagerness to impress upon him 
the neceisity of. stoutly maintaining these aercial 
articles to the rigor of the letter. For the Doctw 
ionaginedi. like many other children of tbisworid, 
that the devil was probably not quite so black and ill- 
favored as be is described, uts his place of residence 
so uncomfoftable aa we suppose. 



AriEK having executed the proposed deed, the Doc- 
tut summoned his familiar demon to his presence, 
pidenng him to appear as a minor friar, with hood 
and skelkt, and also to give some token by which to 
atinouDce bis approach. He next inquired of him 
what was his name ; to which the spirit replied, " Hy 
name !s Mephostophiles." They then proceeded to 
business, wht^ this Audacious and godless maa cop^ 



ji-vGooglc 



DocTca tAUSTOs- 283 

feBed"b«ftbftiidoittlnait of ä» bue faith apd tfic true 
Ood; Aen the Great«; who had fesbioned him fern 
his l^Ah.. H« ^eied into this devilish league, the 
wde causes of which were his tow^iDg fnride and 
ambitioD, diBcoiitei)ted with all he had.ah«ad; seen 
and known, and aspiring, like the giants of heathen 
fable, to heap mountain upon mountain witil they 
ihonld mount to the sldei. Yes, even like his master, 
titat bad angel who would have set himaelf above the 
I.oid— a bcüdness and am^ance which drovs him 
with shameful flight from his heavenly, abode, shewing 
how those who will climb the highest shall be sure to 
incnr the heaviest fall. This headstrong ambition 
impelled Fansfais to meet all the demon's wishes, 
flXecnted in contract duly signed and sealed, aU 
nAaA teirific deeds, along with other writings, were 
discovered m his house after his death. These last 
are what are here deviribed in this histciry, as a 
tim^ wanting to all good and prudent Christians, 
in order that they may be deterred fiom affi>iding the 
devil any advantage, or in any way ^iting with 
tiieir l^es and souls ; a madness which bioaght thoae 
(tf -DoctOf Fao&tus into such bitter jeopardy and 
devilish seivitude, never to have an end. 

Af^ each of the parties had bepome bonsd in 
their mutual contract, Faustus, taking a sharp knife, 
opened aven in bis left hand, of whieh it has been 
assnted, ÜKiie was aft^vards read, branded upon it, 
these words: " Homo fuge, Shun bin), oh man. 
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and do that which h right." In this way the 'Doctor 
let himgelf blood into 6ne of hia cniciblee, which ha 
thenfdaced u an experiment upon a hot-coal Bte, 
and finally wrote therefrom the following testimonial: 
To wit—" I, Johanna Faustus, D. D. et M. D. 
hereby acknowledge with my own hand, for the 
Atither asBUTance of this deed, that in consideratMiK^ 
the manifold Bervicea and inBtnictioDs of every hind, 
not to be obtamed fiom any living mortal, I accept 
for my familiar and faithful demon, the demon hight 
MephoBtophilea, late Chai^4 d' Affaires to the infernal 
Prince of the Orient, but now subject to all my -de- 
mands. Item, On the other. hand, J do heiebybire 
and bind myself to him, after the expiration of (bar 
uid twenty yeare from the date of this deed, that he 
may deal with me as he shall judge best ; to govern, 
to handle, and to misguide in all that appertains 
to my life and soul, my good and my blood, renoun- 
cing all Christian communion upon earth, and all h<^ 
of celestial inheritance. Amen. 

" As additional confirmation of the same, 1 con- 
sent to sign this contract with my own hand, as 
witness below, in my own blood, being at this present 
time, of sound mind and understanding, rightly to 
irül and to bequeath, &c. 
Subscribed, 

Johannes Faustus, D.D. et M. D. 

Doctor of Divinity, and of Medicine, &c., 

experienced in all the Elements and Arts. 
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Hexe follow, some Terses, yery applicable to 
Doctor Faust's arrc^ance and fool-haidy audacity. 

"-He whose rank pride, and dark audacious will. 

In deTÜish arts, set nets to catch his soul. 

Bereaving soul and life of heavenly weal 

For temporal gains, must bear eternal dole : 

Wherefore guard well your ways ! for who may save 

Those wilful ones, that rush into the flames 

Or waters round them? Who weep o'er their grave. 

Who fall amid their own unholy aima ? 

The fire must bum, the waters o'er them roll." 



At the third ^iali^e. Doctor Faust's deradt an- 
nounced his approach in a somewhat humorous style, 
in the following maimer. He first went roaming 
through the whole house, like a man on fire, so that the 
beams and flames^ darted Irom him like arrows. And 
he was followed by a monkish proceBsion, singing 
hymns, though no one could .^magine what kind of a 
song it was they sung. But Faustus being greatly 
, amused with this sort of exhibition, desired that the 
demon would not enter into the chamber, until he 
had seen an end of the whole of this aceae. Then 
forthwith was heard a battle, rout of swords and 
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Bpe«Ts, aB if ftt BOMe .mighty liege, so that it femted 
as if. thie whole home vms "on . the peüt of being 
assaulted and carried by stonn. Next came lidii^ 
by a splendid scene of hiuters and of bounds, all 
eager foi the chace: the homs blew, and a deei 
started forth, which was pursued until it sou^t 
lefi^ in the Docbv's room. 

Then there rushed in after, a lion and a dragoDi 
to dispute the prey, which presenüy commenced a 
fierce and bloody strife. Thelion appeared full of ine- 
sistible strength and spirit, and yet he was at last orer- 
come and slain by the other. Doctor Faust's page 
afterwards said, that he had only seen a Unkworm 
creeping over his book, quite jet black, and it crawled 
along the walls of the chamber, until at ItäA chamber 
and all disappeared. Next were seen a beautiful 
'peacock and pea-hen, as it were wreathed in one; 
and first they separated und then they folded again 
bother. Soon a great homed beast ran tilting at 
the Doctor, threatening to throw him alof^ but fell 
down and vanished just as it reached his feet, and 
he was crying out stoutly for MephostOphiles. ' In- 
deed it alarmed him";iot a little; but next a large 
ape ran up and preseBted his paw to the doctor. 
H then sprang over his head and danced out of ftie 
room, at which he lai^;hed heartily. Then ft^owed 
a strong fog, which enveloped the whole room, so 
that he could hardly see. When this vanished, he 
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foond lying on the floor,' two huge bags, one full of 
«äror and the othier of pM. An <»gBn now began 
tOjriay, foUawed by a harpischoni, «Inte, aviolia, 
's harp, a base- viol, tkims, drums, tniin|MU, with a 
TBiiety of other insbwnents, all - modulated and 
adapted to celestial voices, so much bo that Doctor 
Paustus began to think that he was in Paiadiae. 
This music continued above an hour, and produced 
such an effect upon the Doctor's spirits, that he 
lather exblted than felt uneasy at the step he bad 
jiM-t^en. 

'All these iUusions, we may renuuk, weie got op by 
die^levil itt order to confirm Doctor Faustus in hk 
fuijnat, to harden and to lead him to fancy that he 
liad not mimicfa to dread as to «njoy in the in- 
femal society into which he had entered. This ei- 
UbilrätL being closed,' Hephostophiles hastened into 
the Doctor's apartment, in semblance of a moos 
monk, ai^ Fauatiu said, with a smile, " Yon have 
indeed treated me to some light strange and meiry 
.fcenes. l^ese are what I like, and they have pleased 
-me well. -Obly continue such mad work as this, my 
Hephoatophiles, and count upon me rather aa a 
friend than a master." Mephostt^hUe« readied : 
" Oh, there was nothing to admire here; 1 ahdl 
KTve yon ia, more import&nt matters by and by, I 
hope, tiian these, provided you only obterve your 
'fart of the engageneat ; Bights which will extite 
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your utmost astoaiBhment." The Doctor answered 
by preteDting him with a copy of the contract ; while 
Mephostophiles,. OD his side, insisted that Fanstus 
should preserve another copy by him, to [vevent all 
chance of lit^tion or mistake. 



Ali. good Christians may easily coojecture what wai 
the situation of the Doctor, deserted by the Lord and 
all the heavenly host, after having delivered his Uood- 
signed contract into the demon's hands, a contract 
which no hooest jmous householder would put bit 
name to, being more like the act of a fiend than of i 
mortal. 

Doctor Faustus now resided in the house which had 
been his uncle's, and which the latter had bequeathed 
to him. There too he had taken into bis service a 
young student as his secretary and attendant, a 
knowing rogue of the name of Christofiel Wagenar, 
who liked the sort of sport he saw, too easily im- 
bibing his master's example, who promised to make 
him an expert fellow. And this was no difficult 
task, as like most young people he was well' inclined 
to avail himself of such lessons as his master taught. 
Excepting this hopeful yciuth and his familiar demon, 
Fauitus would bav& no boarders in his bouse.' H»- 
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^ostophües still atteaded upon his mutet in the 
shape of a monk, and he was accustomed always to 
summon him, as he gat in his study, which he con- 
stantly kept closed. 

The Doctor next began to indulge in very luxniioos 
Uring, feasting upon rarities, and eating and drinking 
only of the best. For whenever he wished to have 
the best wine, he sent his familiar to the cellars of the 
most distinguished personages of the place ; as those 
of a certain prince, of the Duke of Beijiren, and of 
the Bishop of Sahburgb, whereby they were all wa- 
siderably diminished. By the same method he olv 
tained the most costly meats, cooked by the same 
magical arts, as his demon could convey them with, 
the swiftness of a bird, and dart as quickly through 
an open window. 

Thus all the houses «ai palaces of the neigh- 
bouring counts and princes, and all their best fur- 
nished tables were laid under contribntion ; insomuch 
that the Doctor and his secretary appeared in elegant 
apparel, the clothes and silks having been ordered 
upon commiBsiOD by his demon who visited the shops 
at Nurembu^, at Strasbui^, and at Frankfort, in 
the night, takii^ very long credit for his pains. The 
same happened to the shoemakers, and numeiona 
Others among the operatives, who have all ao strong 
a, |«ejudice against this kind of sale of their articles 
during; the o^t. And, in short, though they were 
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iiUHen, they «ete ahrays somethii^ kxc^Bt 'TixA 
good in thfeir fray; irhO^ MepUOsb^liil^ ei^Üäd äD 
idförtnatioOB and pursuits. 

For these seiricea his fämOlBr'Was 'to röüelft 
twenty 'five ciowns p^r «edc, amounting to tm adiliiBl 
ittcottie of thirteen hüadrM, with %hicb MepUDStof^^ 
«as qnite content. Doctoi Fanstus ncn* continued to 
tettd the life of ä confirmed epicureah both by day bnd 
ni^t; vntilhe lost all notion of Heaven and Hal, 
dad 'flattered himself that life and soul would alikb 
p»ith blether. His familiar had_ long been per- 
Euadäig him to äntei into a demoniacal assOciatioti, 
previous to naturalizing himself in the itlf^l^ state, 
to #hich he master, heedless of every thing but 
good «heer, and concemi^ the ^ole little more 
than an idle ima^nation, or mere flidge, at lengdi 
coOseiited, and said ; " Let my name be entered in 
jtMr books, friend Mephöstophiles, come what -wül a» 
sbon as you please." Mephostophlles nest advised 
him to thiidc of itdding to his establishment by taking 
to himself a wife. "Stop," cried Faustus, laughing, 
"that 1b a more serious coUsideratibn, friend; it ivfll 
require some more discussion ;" and Öie- demon j(dDed 
heartily in his laugh. 

Scarcely, however, had he adopted his first jho- 
pO«al aud fibished these words, when b violetit ttolm 
«fMndätook the house, as if every thing -was about 
to fliiU topsyitUrvy. The dodtt and -«iulom Bprang 
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a^'One voidd have thongtittiie whole hmue w«ai 
die. -Doctor Fauslus attempted to tuo down stabs, 
imt found hmuelf «eised by a strong ann and pushed 
hock into the room, with «> much vidlraioe that he 
«oidd move neitiiBr hand nor foot. A ^tda« «f fire 
■ewtinikd him on all sides, as if ready to-QDDSume 
Jdro, and he oried out for MephostophUes with dll^bs 
-aii^t, to BSBist, to save, and to obey him. lUpos 
1^0» the devil hhnsalf appeared.; but in such grisly 
and sarafe fonos as quite terrified the Pootor: 
"Whattelhe meaning of all this," exolaimed Satan.: 
"howling there ilils a dog'?>whal think you now,?" 
nfhe. doctor, awaie ithat he .raugt have m some wtqr 
.infringed upon his compact 'nith Mephastophik^, 
very humbly intreated the devil's pardon, to wliioh 
the Prince of Darkness briefly re[Jied : " Then see 
you better to it, and stick to your promise, I advise 
you !" and with this he disappeared. 

Kfephoetophiles now attended 'his master and 
said : " As long, sir, as you continue true to your 
engagements, you. may always rely 'jiyDnimy^Bctiiii- 
■pating .youi withes, in every :thing most agreeable; 
andinjproof of this you ihall every <jaTeningibe pea» 
jented with a lady .af.suiih<suT{»izhig^beauty, .se rnot 
to be exCeuted by any thii^ you haue :eveT «eemin 
thiatcity. ßtät your. eye mall «id«, cbnoaeMHisn 
aBdwkom fou.«iU, the nmeishallikewire dmattcnd 
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upon your pleasure." This prc^xwal consoled and 
{deased Doctor Faustus exceedingly, and he greatly 
Kgretted that he had so long continued in his single 
and unsociable state. Henceforward his head was 
fidl of nothing but beautiful women both day and 
night, insomuch that the devil had no farther trouble 
in keeping him to his jvomise, (for the Doctor had 
just before been plotting to save himself by retiring 
to a monastery and leading a chaste sii^le life, which 
had BO greatly enraged the devil,) whereas he now 
considered the whole of his pieTious life, unenliveiKd 
by the charms of female society, aa little better than 
lost. One favorite succeeded to another, he never 
dfeamed of one and the same dnring four-and-twenly 
hours, and the devil triumphed in Öie success of his 
l^ao. 



When Doctor FaustuE had become a great proficient 
in the forementioned species of devilry, his demon one 
day handed him a great book, which E^>pfopriat4y 
contained a description of ail kind of enchantments, 
sorceries, necromancy, and so forth, the better to 
confirm him in his lost state. These Dardama 
ArttM were afterwaids found in. possession of his ser- 
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vant Wagenar ; aad when the doctor had studied 
them a little while, his JDfernal hardihood increased, 
and he determined to ask a few more and bolder quea- 
tions of his demon than he had before done. With 
this view, he told Wagenar to prepare his study, as 
he was going to hold a dialogue with Mephostophile«. 
This done, he was summoned, and the Doctor said : 
" My g;ood fellow, tell me once for all what kind of 
a spirit you are ?" Mephostophiles replied : " To 
say the trath, my dear master, I am but an under- 
strapper, and that with Heaven's leave ; I am a kind 
of ambassador or errand boy on important occasions, 
as you »ee." Doctor Faustus said : " How did your 
'nfemal master come by that great fall of his from 
the top of heavenly bhss where he once stood?" 
" Know,"' replied the demon, " that my prince Luci- 
fer was created a beantiful angel, and such was his 
power over the saints that he was himself named a 
Hierarchy. He likewise enjoyed the titles of Sera- 
phim, of Cherubim, and of Hirone Angel, with a 
governorship over lower orders, some of whom again 
governed and pvtected mankind. But a third and 
highest class, as we know to our cost, are called arch- 
prince, prince, and prince-envoys, angels of chief 
wonders and miracles, ambassadors of most impor- 
tant tidings, and angelic governors of infinite caie 
and prudence. Now Lucifer was one of the most 
beautiful angels under these ; the most beautiful of 
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Michael. Aad tLis is all I ceui inforra ycu of hue." 



Doctor Paubtus, after diU taat adventure, b^aat« 
be oaoie iaqui^ve ns ta the site aad BubBtauce of 
the infenwl abode, aad drsamed, it ia ^Braied, of 
aOtbiDg etge. He therefore questioned hk fomilitir 
demoB m regard to it« particalar aitiiatioa, customs 
and BiaiuieTg^ aod more eipecially, as to its |»iiiial 
origin and puipoaes. Of these MephostOf^iiles gave 
the foHowii^ exjdaoatioa : nuaely, that when his 
master, lAicifer, came b; his fall, he fouod the pbce 
ready made for him ; even his donaitory on a daik 
lake, where be wae bcuukd down by chains, ibe» 
rounded by a thick tog, fiie, sulptiur, pitch, aad 
■imilar combustibles, " In &ct," contiuued the de- 
moD, " we could not weU have become devils, unle» 
we had been accommodated with an ap[«opriate re- 
sidence, constructed upon those diabolical rules of 
ut, discovered, heaven only knows how. 

" And this is all which I have at present in my 
power to say ;" upon which the demon ceased'^teak- 
ing, and disappeefed, hefwe the Poctor, who had 
another questioa to pcopose, had time to call him 
back. Back, however, H^hosb^hiles was shortly 
con^Ued to c<H»e, and further answer the Doctor's 
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■ju^stions respecting fli^ Ifiws ^4. goveraroäd^ iis 
well, as the residencä of his fellon demons. Ti^ 
tj^int said : " lU[y dear master, the baxe coiffijtrj 
and its riv«ra form the sole places qf residence w^ 
possess, which are about as wii^e as yoi^ world ^boiK 
them, or as heayen above your world. They «jii; 
aist of tw goveipments, spme of which 9ifi aap^npr 
in point of power and mS/j,ence to the Ksi. 71^^ 
chjef among thpm are : 



1. Lvpii. Moni.. 


& Gebeniut. 


2. Staginin Igwp. 


7.Berelii». 


3. Tena Tenebro^ 


*B(irathnw 


4. Tartarus, 


9. Sly«. 


5.Tra«QWj>i<«m. 


lO.Achere* 



llieae. are generally knovu to ow demons vndflr the 
name of Plegenia ; and foi» of thes« divUion» are 
royal principal^iu, much upon the same pka thitf 
Lucifer governs in the ea#f.; {t^elzebub's pio^finfß 
is in the noitK, Belial's m tb« BOnAb, «nd Astiarotli't 
in the west Yet aU tbese gKirenwaents cQutiDue 
under the diapensa^n of the i<prd of Hosts, And 
(hey constitute the wWk government oif ,«ir king,- 
dom, of which you will kam nwfe hwfaflter." 



DoctoeFaustus ;^)eedily resumed his intenogntones 
with his demon. He inquirod in ivhat way Lucifcr 
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passed his time, and what situation he occupied, pre- 
vious to his fall? Mephostophiles requested to be 
allowed three dajs to prepare his answer, which be- 
ing granted, on the third, he replied as follows: 
" Hy master, Lucifer, as he was formerly called, 
was then arrayed in a clear sky-blue ganneut of 
light, worn only by the chief angels or cherubims, 
and stood as high in authority and infiuence as he 
did in stature above most of the heavenly hosts; 
spariding in gold and diamonds, and raised, in his 
own opinion, above the sun and the stars. He had 
been placed by his Creator, at the head of a prin- 
cipality, but as soon as ever he discovered an am- 
bition to aggrandize himself by aasumii^ the title 
of Prince of the East, he was buried from his princely 
Beat, and driven with hideous rout from the confines 
of heaven. Banished into the regions of dolorous 
pain, divested of his princely crown, and doomed to 
rule only over sulphureous shades, and sorrowfid so- 
journs, he has there established his kingdom for 
eternity." When Doctor Fanstns had learnt these 
things from his demon, he proceeded to speculate, in 
his own manner, upon a variety of opinions. He 
repUed not a word ; but, turning his back upon the 
spirit, he went and shut himself up in his study. 
But the result of all his cogitations was, that he re- 
tired that night, sighing and lamenting to his bed. 
He roused sadly upon what he had heard respect- 
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iag Lucifer's expulsion from heaven, and the honour 
which he had before enjoyed at thß hands of his 
Maker. And so with him ; he had been richly en- 
dowed, and he might have insured an iaheritance 
in heaven, but he had now Incurred the penalty of 
eternal wrath. " Woe, woe !" he cried, " upon my 
fatal pride and ambition. I begin to see the pre- 
cipice upon which I stand ; for I can no loiter dis- 
believe the things I have seen. Alas, my evil 
passions, bad blood, the flesh and the devil, with all 
my pride, hare ruined me for ever. And as if these 
were not enough I added my own reason and cun- 
ning ; dreaming that I could outwit the powers of 
darkness, whereas 1 fear 1 have committed my own 
life and soul. For if I must believe, alas I have no 
hope ; I must become like Lucifer, and spend the 
whole of my existence in eternal durance. Alas, 
alas, into what a miserable predicament have I 
brought myselfl It were better had I never been 
born," 

Thus unavailingly did the unhappy Faustus com- 
plain, for hope expired as his faith revived, and he 
felt that no expiation could again reconcile him to 
the grace of God, " Yet I will try," he exclaimed ; 
" far as the devil hath transported me, I will try to 
retrace my steps, and pray to be restored to heaven 
and to the holy church. 

"I will struggle hard with die bad spirits that 
o5 
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hare laid strong nege to my souli sad pecbapB «H 
iDBy yet be well." But while he said this, he wu 
still half dubious and unbelieving, while bis infranal 
adverSiuieB were doing every thing to entan^e bim 
fester in the net 



^ soon as the Doctor bad ralUed his qii^ts a 
little, he again questioned Mephoatopbiles respecting 
the goTemment, councils, inöuence) and temptatioD« 
of the devil, and bow he first acquired these royal 
~ prerogatives. To this his demon answered : " My ' 
dear master, such a history would lead us too far, and 
only give rise to vain misgivings and regrets on your 
part t better therefore you should not insii^t upon it; 
it belongs to the mysteries of our goveminent. At 
^e same time, I must not refuse to satisfy you as 
far as I am able ; and first know, that Lucifer, oRxx 
lus fall, became alike the enemy of Qod and man. 
He then commenced that tyrannical system which he 
has ever since acted upon, as you may still perceive 
from those daily occurrences of men jumping out of 
four story windows, hanging, drowning, sticking, and 
drinking themselves to death in despair. For map 
was created perfect until the devil tau^t hi» how to 
reVel ^u^ to sin ; as witness the bistory of yfiur old 
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posterity, all of whorq ^ Sßduc^ f^pi the gracf ^f , 

G(Mt. 

" Ex]doits like these, mj deai mast«i, J think we 
«nay call t|ie tyraimy sod tW*J*>tioB of the .devil. 
What did he do with Cain ; aqd ^ho perquade^ Üifi 
Israelitin trit^es tp worship strfu^ gods to off^ ^- 
crifices aud conunit adultery ^ith tietrfhefl ^omei^? 
It was one of our demons who l^d siege to the fifv/i 
of Saul, ^d made him cpi^mit all kifld of folly, iia^ 
he put an end to his existence- We have another flf 
the name of Asmodeus, ivho tetnpte4 seven great vep 
to ponunit adultery. OurdemonChagonwasthecauae 
ol thirty thousand qienbeingutterlylost and slain, be- 
sides losmg tl)e aik of the Lord. Who can ever foi^ 
Belial's tieatqient of King Pavid t how he made hiqi 
number his tribes of pec^le, hy which he lost tweat^ 
thousand at a stroke. There was another of oyer 
busy devilB did no less by King Simmon; for he 
even InoQght him t» worship idols. And as to our 
little friends or usps, who tempt cofumon men to sin 
i(pd scandal of all kind^ they ue almost innumerable. 
They are despatched in regular divisions over the 
whole ear^, and make their attacks both openly and in 
wnbuah, until tfaey uod^roaine the fatmc of Chriatiap 
people's faith, per3ua4e ihem to all kinds ef pfitlj 
thefts and crimes, and Ukewi^ to Uasphemp, untjl 
iHimber» of them fipd jij^^.jj^ if^ffu the jpiUq»^ 
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" Moreover, we haiden the heaita of princes and 
nilers, more especially agaioBt the ministera of the 
gospel, and this, FaustuH, you are learned enough in 
theology to know." 

To this the Doctor Veidied : " You say well, 
and you have satisfied me; but have you told me the 
truth 7" The demon readied : " I have ; why should 
I Dot ? for as ROOD as I got possession of your heart, 
Faustus, and led yon to form designs which all tended 
to draw you on nearer and nearer to the devil ; we 
then inspired you with greater ambition and deeper 
■peculations than before, so that you could get bo 
deep neither night nor day, until yon committed 
yourself by overt acts of sorcery. Then, when yoa 
be^an to conjure us up, we made you so fool hardy 
tmd resolute, that you woidd sooner suffer yourself to 
1)6 seduced by the devil, than be thwarted and aban- 
don your design. Thus we continued to harden and 
irritate your ambition, until unable to check yoonelf 
in yonr mad career, you laboured how you might best 
bring one of us into your power. On our part we got 
you into a contract for life and soul, a piece of in- 
foimati<xi of which I need not remind you." 

" That is true," said the Doctor ; "it must be so, 
I see, for even had I tried to encourage holy thoughts, 
it would have been a difficult task, though I have only 
to thank myself for the hateful predicament I am in. 
Had I kept the eommandmeats, the devil would not 



vGoogIc 



■o soon have beea able to prerail with me, by hk 
tempting offers, to barter life and soul. 0, what hoA 
I done to deserve his malice V The demon replied : 
" That I leave you to find out :" and Doctor Faustus 
turned sorrowfully away. 



EvBR since he had been so roughly handled, lot 
trying to elude his contract, Doctor Faustus felt con- 
siderable regret ät having so Kgfatly implicated his 
toul, by bond and signature, but his remorse was like 
that of Cain and Judas. It was more like despair of 
the grace of God, than a wholesome sorrow which 
mends the heart. Thus, though he saw heaven as it 
were lying before him, and longed to reach it, he stul 
kept walking the other way. Yet he at times flat- 
tered himself that by dint of long disputations and 
intem^tories with his ^ost, he might finally hit 
upon some method — some loophole, by which to 
escape, and so reconcile himself to heaven. In this 
he deluded himself; for the devil had struck his fangs 
■o deep, that the Doctor still persisted in summon- 
ing Mephostophiles to bis examinations, and his whole 
thoughts and dreams turned upon infernal matters. 
He inquired therefore of his demon what hell and the 
paint of hell were like ? First, as to what kind of la- 
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men^on the daBmed "n general mpde? S,ecD94^, 
wUether they had mj hope of {^piatioQ> and t^ bsiiifS 
restored to grace ? To t^ese questions his de^lon made 
^0 refdy, only he said : " M; good paster 1 a« tp 
these questions respecting Erebus, with its moral ^fi4 
geographical position, you had just aa well let thrai 
alone. Consider whither they wÜl lead you in the 
^d 7 For granting it weie in youi power to clintb ^ 
high as the seventh heav«n, depend upon it, I could 
fdlow, and hurl yau down again into the iBfent lJ 
abyss ; becauae thgugh 1 am now yours, you aie tp 
be mine : you belong to oui courts. 

" Aw^y then, my dear Fai^atus, with these absurd 
in^wries about the place, but spe^ vithio coipjtaAf, 
upcm other topics. Believe me you will oq]y ^epeitt 
of having wasted so much precious time upon them 
ip the end, so pray abandon them for more [WQfitald« 
speculations." Doctcs: Faustns replied, " But I 
must know them, 1 say, though it cost me mp 
life; I insist upon your iofomung me." "Well then, 
have it," cried the dement, a little nettled ;-r" he^ 
aU, for it can do me no manner of harm. Yo)i 
want to know what Hell iat It goes by maoifi^d 
names, signs, and tokens. You may call it somoe- 
times ravenous and thirsty, inasmuch as it ddtara its 
inmates from the least refreshment, even a drop of 
water. It is also justly said, that hell is a U^ vale, 
aiti^ted not far fiom Jerusalraa ; in^fnifcb w ^ '*.'^ 
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equal breadtb and depth, with Üiat c^led Heaven'i 
Seat, in which reside the blessed of the heavenly Jb> 



" It iB moreover, nppropriately named a place jcf 
which none who go there can see the end .either w 
point of time or space ; and it is aa propeHy cidled 
the burning lake, because it consumes every thii^ it 
oontes in contact with, as a fag^ is burnt in tb» 
oven. So tbe «ouls oi the damned bum in perpe* 
tnity; they are tortured and leagued continually 
though they cannot be quite destroyed. For the 
■aioe reason hell is called eternal perdition, everlast- 
ing pain, which though it has a b^intiing has neither 
hope nor end. 

'* It is known asd felt also as the bottondess pit 
and gulfi because it i» quite unfathomaUe. From its 
r^(idity and hardness it has come under the name too 
gf Petro, or & rock, for it contains reckless and stony 
•ools. Then it is surrounded and braced on all 
aideb, like a chain of [aojecting cliffs embracing their 
interior faatnesses. Another it boasts is the name of 
Career, on account of the damned lying everlastingly 
confined in it. It is known also by the names of 
Damoatio, Eritum, Consultatio, Damnatia, Condemr 
nator, &c. 

" Of its despair and paiiu and penalties, you may 
gather some idea liom scripture, which is a sealed 
Icttor to nie; a* likewise of the species of lamenta- 
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tkm they elicit, such as weeping and gnashing of teeUi. 
And you may rely on the correctness of what I have 
hitherto explained to you: in fine, the noise of the 
perturbed s[Hrits is like a very disagreeable crying, 
howling, shrieking, moaning, groanii^, and adjura- 
tions for mercy and for help, edl mingled tt^ther 
like the fierce din of a field of battle ; for the wretched 
bebgs know that they are become awom and irrecon- 
cileable enemieB to God und man. The pangs of 
some, however, are much more severe than those of 
otbets, in propoition to the sins and offences they 
may have committed. There are damned souls which 
complain as much of the intense cold as of the heat, 
and as much over thirst and insuderable stench and 
brimstone, as over togs and pools and springs ; as 
much from tedious and empty vanity and idleness, as 
firom Üie terrific countenances of the devils, and the 
despair that visits those to whom hope never comes. 
They bite their own tongues for spite and smart, they 
roar, blaspheme, and tear their hair, vainly attempt- 
ing to put an end to their existence. Their pains 
seem to increase instead of diminishing, for even 
death refuses to relieve them. In fact, my dear 
master, this terrific place was planned according to 
the wrath of God, how best to produce the greatest tor- 
ture for the damned and the greatest possible space; 
amidst sad and dreary deserts, icy shores and pro- 
montories, bleak hail and slonn» and fiery sleet and 
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drenching thaws, all painful and ignominious punish- 
ments to satiate the mockery and scorn, as well as 
the vengeance, of the powers above. 

" Now as to your final question which concerns 
the reach of mercy in the Most High, whether it ex- 
tend to any among those condemned souls, so that 
by ejtpiation they may be restored to grace ? For 
once I will mingle a little instruction with my answer. 
You enquire whether the damned are ever likely to 
be restored to grace ? I answer llaüy, no. Because 
all we HeUites, or damned spirits, being once sepa- 
rated from grace, must remain in a state of repro- 
bation to all eternity. Even supposing we could 
make prc^ese, we should be guilty of backsliding 
before we had reached halfway up the heavenly hill. 
And as little as ourselves can those who are fore- 
doomed ever hope to escape; let them weep and 
pray and repent as much as they please. For they 
cannot get rid of their conscience, do what they will. 
An emperor, king, duke, count, or any other kind of 
ruler, may easily say : ' Ah ! I wish 1 had not been 
such a monstrous tyrant, and driven things to such 
a pitch r A rich man may exclaim : ' Good God, 
what an avaricious wretch 1 have been." The 
haughty man : ' Ah vain fool, woe to me !' And 
the dissipated character: 'Oh ye heavens! what 
a villainous seducer, gambler, and blaspheming wretch 
I have been.' But what avail all these vaia regrets ! 
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The piedestined and ibe danu^, aft^i ßx^p^o^Wg <> 
certai)ikng:t]i, ha¥eQo DißiGto f^^ortol^op^ Tbfilf 
is no sort of reason why Heayeij should, trouble ^^90 
aboifttbem, far less pity or assist tt^ I Why should 
not they be allowed to remain the^, a^ tlie d.^^d q|s 
also penoitted to do in their graves ? 

"Then give yourself no farther CQUcera, FanstijA, 
on this bead ; and I now tell you franyy once for 9U, 
that in future 1 will no longer g^ive eat to auph i<^ 
questions; let us converse on other subjects." 

But Doctor Faustus turned &w»j from B(eph9sf|i>- 
philes without making any ausner, in no very b.9PPy 
mood. In,deed his uneasiness and remorse bordliered 
a!bsost on despair. He endea^ured to turn his at- 
tention to other matters, and by every other meanp to 
banish the final prospect he had iq, viei^r &om his i^ii^d ; 
but it was in vain. He dreamed of nothing else, for 
the devil had so very successfully teppted, beü^jed, 
Uinded, and grappled him, that he no Ipnger ven- 
tured to struggle to get free. For ipstanccj if be 
began to entertain serious and religious thoughts 
^hen he was alone, the devil was sure to put them 
to flight by throwing some very beautiful womaQ Ip 
hie way, which had the effect of banishing all ho)y 
thoughts, and destroying the foundation of the re- 
ftvAoation he had comn^nced. 
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VE»y shmüjf dt« Doctor again summoned his far 
miUar ia order to satisfy himself <^n another poiat; 
which hovever, th« demon refused to listen to. 
" What can you possibly wtmt with me again t" said 
be. "I want an answer to a certain question," re- 
adied FaustuB, " and it is this: I£ you were in wy 
piacfr, M^^bostoiilules, what wouhl you do? I mean 
m order to lectwcile yourself to God and man." 
" Why," said Mephostophiles, " If I were a man, 
and yon a devil, as you will be, my good master, I 
would as long as I had breath cry unto the all-mer- 
ciiul Ood, vowing never more to oSend, or to break 
die least of his commandments, but ever to do bia 
will, to kned and pray with humble and grateful 
heart, and to love and revere ^m, until I might be 
rendered acceptable into some portion of his grace, 
evermore content and happy, provided I could secure 
my eventual salvation and escape from doom." 

" And have I not, have I not done all that?" cri^ 
Doctor Faustus, eagerly. " No !" retorted the demon, 
" that you have not; far from it, you have denied 
your creator, you have despised bis holy will and 
word, the salvation which he proffered you, and the 
gifts of nature he bestowed upon you, insomuch thai 
you have no one to accuse besides yourself, your own 
evil pride and passions, which have deprived you of 
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your best gifts and the robes of righteousness yon 
might have worn." " That is too true," replied Doc- 
tor Faustus, " but would you, Mephostophiles, take 
my place in a mortal shape, if you could." " Yes," 
TepUed the demon, sighing : " we should not dispute 
much about that. For however greatly 1 might have 
sinned against Heaven, I should still make every 
efibrt to be restored to grace." " Ergo," esclaimed 
Fanstus, ** it ought to be my endeavour to better 
mysdf as far as I am able in the same way." " Yes," 
said the demon, " as far aa you have a chance of ei- 
piating your offences towards Heaven ; but it is now 
quite too late ; its vengeance hath passed over your 
head and hath smitten you." " Go '. leave me alone," 
cried the Doctor, as he turned away. " And leave 
me alone," retorted the demon, " nor pester me with 
such questions any more." 



As Doctor Faugtus now found that he coold obtain 
no fiuther saUsfaction from bis demon, as to spiritual 
matters, he asked him no more questions. 

He next began to make almanacks, for he was 
one ofthebest astrologers and almauack-makeis of 
his time ; well versed in calculating nativities, and 
setting down prognostications, as the woiid well 
knows. Nor waa he less celebrated aa a mathema- 
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ticJEkD, as appears firom his history, no less than from 
hia writings. Thus, all those events of nhich he 
gave wamiag to different princes and lords, in re- 
gard to which, he possessed a particular gift, never 
■ failed to happen as he had described them, in the 
end. His almanacks were sought after, beyond 
those of any other astronomer ; because he set down 
nothing in his calculations, but what happened ai 
he had written it, both concemiug fogs, wind, snow, 
and thunder, and all changes of the weather, so 
that his almanacks were superior to any others, and far 
more correct in astrological calculations. For- be 
likewise pointed out the precise time in which 
changes of all kinds were to occur, applicable to 
states and kingdoms, whether about to be visited 
with war, famine, or pestilence, such as the devil 
could best conthve to manufacture out of the sinftil 
lives of men, for the plague of governors and of 
their people. 



When Doctor Faustus had been for the space of two 
years employed in making his almanacks, he once 
more summoned his demon to inquire what might he 
his opinion, and proficiency in regard to astronomy 
and astrology, in the mannertbe mathematicianB were 



V Google 



SIO DOCTOE PAVSTVB. 

Rccaatomed to consider -them t To -Üäe hk Ahk« 
lepüed : " Why, in my opinion, Doctor, yoUr -atm- 
gRzers hare no certlun 'knowledge, nor fixed prin- 
fliples. For in truth, these are -secret and inyflteriou 
mbjectfl, of which heaven ii jealous, and into «hiA 
you tnortalB cannot penetrate in the manner He 
bnowing spirits do, who sweep throug;h the air, »d 
tmder the heavens, and can grasp some of 'their mys- 
teries in OUT len ; because 'we are old experienced 
spirits, and have more ample scopefbr otu- excnraiont 
through the -dcy. 

" For instance, my good master, I could easily east 
yOu some prognostications fit for lUmanacks, or make 
a long reckoning of all that has gonb before, and give 
you the proceeds of what is to come ; deaciibing each 
several year distinct from the rest (as in fact yon 
know) so as to exhibit shadowsdfthe events ihat are 
in preparation. This we old spirits can do; and f 
might say in justice to your ancestors of c^d time, 
who had the advantage of five or six hundred years 
leisure, that they too Uved long enough to obtiün a 
thorough acquaintance with such subjects; for in the 
course of years, the great leap year was fulfilled, upon 
which iheh: calculations were founded, Thtis they 
were enabled to illustrate and arrange 'the arta they 
acquired upon certain known principles, whereas less 
experienced astrologers make their calculations and 
prognostics upon mere hazard, the result of false 
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I^tt^feby and inete guesa-wcffl: j" to Whi^h J'aiiatuk 

J^ttili, in regard to «inter and summer, It^imifiä 
die Doctor not a littte to accotiot for thb manne^'bi 
iftiich 'Heaven had divided and created them. Ob 
tilis httuJ hh'demones^ained themas Mows : "Idy 
gböd maäter, täanot yöü as a piiyaician, and Wth 
tte tel}) '<^ ^e "suii's course, divine these matters? 
Tbti nlüst'fcnow then, tiiAt with 'the exCeptiwi of the 
itkooo, the remdoä^ 'of the heavenly conätälatidng 
are all cOnipOsöd'of fltfe. The earth on the contrary 
ig fict>zbn, cold ätid hard throt^hodt ; while in pro- 
portion tu the Ann mounts higher In the heavens iüid 
shines, the hotter it grows, and that is the cause of 
sumttter. But as the sun declines horizontally to- 
wards thE earth, then It becomes colder and cold^ 
lintil wintfr at leng^ ensues." 



One day Doctor Faustus feeling veiy heavy and sor- 
rowful, summoned hisdcmon who began to console him, 
aiid enquired what it was that pressed upon his spirits. 
But the Doctor returned no answer ; upon which the 
demon persisted in his enquiry and said : " I heg you 
will reply candidly upon this point, and I will da 
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every thing in my power to relieve you." Doctoi 
Paustus answered : " You know, Mephoatophiles, 
I engaged you as my servant, one who was to per- 
form every tbiug I required, instead of whicli yon get 
up your opinion against mine, and leAue to fill your 
]dace OM a faithful servant oug^t to do" To this 
the demon replied : " My good master, you know 
very well that I hare never willingly opposed you, 
for in r^ard to your questions, however disagreeaUe 
and improper, I have always, though reluctantly, I 
confess, answered them, and proved my obedience." 
" Therefore good master mine, speak boldly and 
truly, what is it that you now want ?" Doctor Faustus 
rephed: f'That he wished to be more particulariy 
informed lespectir^ the creation of the world and of 
the first man." Upon hearing this, Mephostophiles 
secretly resolved, to pass off a false and profane ac- 
count upon the Doctor, and he said; "The world, 
my dear Faustus, to say the truth, never was created, 
or without form, nor will it ever perish. And the 
same in regard to man, his evil generation has con- 
tinued from eternity, and it is all nothing that you 
hear of his origin, and in fact the earth itself may 
very well have engendered him with the help of a 
hot sun. And the sea separated itself Irom the earth 
of its own accord, and they mutually exchanged places, 
just as if they were able to converse togetiier uptw 
tbf subject." 
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" The earth for instance requested from the sea a 
«erttüa dombion, as of mountains, woods, meadows, 
trees awl herbs. Besides this there are four other 
dominions, consisting of the elements, of earth, fire, 
air and water. There is the sea and all that in it ii, 
the great fish and the Uttle fish which eat one an- 
other, a practice continued from time immemorial; 
BO that there is only heaven and the angels left, and 
these must be in some kind of subjection to the test. 
But farther than this I cannot satisfy you; in short 
it is all I luiow." 

Ooclor FauBtus proceeded to speculate upon what 
he had heard, though he could not easily credit it. 
For he had lead Genesis, c. I. and was aware Üiat 
Hoses had given a different version of the matter. 
Hence he felt convinced that the devil was a great 
liar, just as he had been described in holy writ, 
though he took care not to accuse him of it, nor 
so much as to shew that he had observed it. 



Qhk day it pleased the prince and rightful master of 
Doctor Faustufi to appear in person, which was so 
horrible as to excite no little alarm. Thoi^h it was 
in the middle of summer there blew so cM. a blast 
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Inmi the side he came on, that the Doctor BhlrerHl 
with cold. The demon who waa do other than Bdial 
^M^e to Doctor FauBtus, aud said : " When joa 
awoke, Doctor, about midnight, I was reading yooi 
thoughts, and they were these ; that first you shoidd 
Uke to have a sight of some of the leading infemal 
spirits, and secondly to inquire how they fared; iqion 
which I thought to oblige you by appearing forthwith 
in my proper shape." Doctor Faustus rq>lied: 
"Well, and where are the rest of you?" "Tfaey an 
watting your pleasure there without," said Belial ; wh« 
himself appeared to the Doctor in the shape of a 
great black bear, with huge overhanging ears, and 
eyes shining bke burning coals. He had long white 
sharp teeth, and a tail about three yards in length, 
and upon his neck fae had three fleet wings or pinionB. 
And thus he approached the Doctor, followed by the 
rest of his tram, until the room was so fiill that they 
could not all be seated. Belial now exfjained to 
the Doctor who they were, and Introduced them one 
after another by their oames. Id this way seven of 
the chiefs or principals came in review, with Lucifer 
at their head, the Doctor's rightful master, müi whom 
he had entered into the contract, and he was about 
the size of a common man. After him followed 
Beelzebub bearing a huge ass's head vnth two large 
horns, red and hairy as a beast, with two great wings 
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fu ihari4y niged as the thiitle« of the fi^, half 
green half ydlow, while both ftom under and abovfe 
dtt wings shot f(»th 6erce beams of fire. 

Next to him advanced Astaroth into the study 
in the shape of a large snake poised ope« his tau, for 
be had no &et, and his bulk was thick, white, and 
smooth as glass. Next came and next did go Za- 
thanae, dressed in iron grey, bearing a bull's head upon 
bis irtHit, and at his nether end, a tail like a t^;er- 
cat, with claws to his feet about a yard in lengdi. 
AnubtuB followed him, dog-headed and of a motley 
Mack and vHate i with huge feet and slouching ears 
Wee a hound, and he was four yards hig^. 

About a yaid's length too came Dithyranus in 
form of a bird, mort like a large partiidge, only lus 
neck was green and speckled. Drachus crawled next 
Hpon four short feet, in shining green trom tip to toe, 
ezoept his head which was of a dazzliag blue, and a 
E«d fiery tail. The seyetdh in order was BeUaLbtm- 
aeH, and Ketele the eighth, both arrayed in the same 
^ilendid style as the former. The remainder of the 
train were of the same unsightly and brutish form ; 
some as hounds, bears, and woWea, others as apes, 
goats, harts, bu&aloes, asses, and the like. 

In such form and order did the dem<»is appear 
to the Doctor, and ao numerous that some were com- 
pelled to remain outside his study. Doctor Faustus 
was T«7 much astonished at their aj^Karance» .and 
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he inquired of the sevea chief demons, why they had 
not appeared in moie agieeable shapes ; to which 
they made aiiEwer, that they could not assume any 
other in the infernal regions, where they were aS 
helliah beasts and snakes, only much more horriUe 
and unseemly than they then were. Yet they were 
always at liberty to assume the human tona when- 
ev^ they pleased on earth. Doct«^ Faustus ob- 
aeiTed that it was enough that the seven principal 
ones should remain in the study, while the rest 
might retire ; to which they immediately assented. 

The Doctor then requested that they would give 
him some proof of their powers, which they forthwith 
did by assuming the forms of diSeient animata at 
their pleasure, and also of the human figure. He 
next inquired if he ,could do the same thing ; tat 
he seemed much amused at the fantastic figure they 
cut. They answered that he could ; aad they threw 
him a conjuring book, in oider that he might make 
the experiment secundum artem ; and he managed 
it. Before they took their departnre, Doctor Faus- 
tui could not refrain from asking, why all kind of 
winged insects, poisonous animals, and birds of pnsj 
were made 7 They then informed him that they had 
been sent after the fall in order to pl^^e mankind, 
to poison the air, and injure his possessions. " We 
are ouieelTes enabled," they continued, " to meta- 
morphose oursdves into all kinds of winged insects 
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and torture you as much as you please." Doctor 
FiHiBtius Uu^lied, and said he shoidd like to see them 
change ^;ain, and this too they forthwiUi did. 

Soon after they bad taken their leave, Doctor 
Faustus's study began to svaim with aU kinds of 
poisonous insects, snch as gnats, scorpions, horaets, 
wasps, &c. &c. insomuch that his whole boose was 
filled with them, and vAiaX was worse they began to 
twtnre him, not as the chief demons had facetiously 
threatened, but by actually biting and stinging him 
in such a manner, that be hardly knew which way to 
turn himself. In tact, I believe they were all so many 
^ung demons, who had watched their opportunity 
when their chiefs had departed, and, determined to 
enjoy their share of the sport, had fallen upon 
. iiim quite unawares ; and continued to bepestler him 
to such a degree that he was compelled to run out 
of his own house. 



Tbi Doctor had now reached the eighth year of the 
term set down in his contract, so that he was AoyAy 
but sorely proceeding towards the end of his career. 
The greater part of this time he bad spent in ques- 
tions and disputations ; and he again began to grow 
uneasy and to dream about hell. Upon this he sum- 
moned MephostofAiiles and bade him to iiif<»m his 
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master BeUal or Lucirer hirottlf, thst he dxMild Idn 
to KG one of Hiem aa eaily u caamäeat. This 
measage his Mirant delivered, irtien it wm agreed to 
dupatch Beelaebub in preference to either, wtio booh 
airired and inquired what were the Doctor** com- 
inaiidB. The latter requeated to know wbetber it 
would be ogieeaUe to his maater to und ktna a 
depM» as a guide to conduct him into the tower 
woild is order to obaerve the natwe of the country, 
ita inhabitmta, and its most remaikable pvodoctioiu, 
which he was desirous of aeeiag. '* Yea, certainly," 
ie[)lied Beelzebub, " I will return about midaighl awl 
fetch you myself ;" and so he departed. 

AcGOrdiimly wben it grew quite dark, towards twebe 
o'clock, Beelzebub again i^peared, carrying an eaiy 
chvr wrou^t out of pure bone vpaa hia ahodders. 
It was a rooad ana-chair with a guard before, into 
which the Doctor mounted, and waa borne away. 
But hear what a trick the devil played him in coder 
that he should not be able to infonn any one else of 
the route he went. He found the chair so easy, 
and was conveyed so gently throi^h the air, tiiat he 
could not help faDmg asleep, just as if be had been 
lying in his bed at home. 

SbiMtly he approached a high mountain, which was 
u large as a vast island, and which cast up nothii^ 
but anlphur, pitoh, and fire-bnaids, and with sudi 
itioIuiM and hurly-burly of a racket that it frightened 
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the Doctor out of his sleep. But his demon held on, 
and entered the fiery cavern with the Doctor on his 
back, who imagined that he had jumped all at once 
out of bed into the middle of the infernal pit. Yet 
fierce and glaring as were the flames around him, he 
felt no sort of pain nor heat, only he heard a boom- 
ing and lashing of the hot billows, as if he had been 
at sea. 

He also heard all kinds of musical instrumenta, 
iriiich clanged and resounded in a aurpriaing manner, 
though with the help of the grand illummation aiaund 
him, he could discover neither the instruments, nor 
the musicians, nor any orchestra where they were 
placed. Still he ventured not to inquire whence the 
music came, having been warned before-hand to ask 
no needless questions, and three other demons now 
joined Beelzebub with no very inviting looks. As he 
was descendii^ lower down, there came behind him 
at full speed a large stag vrith vast antlers threaten- 
ing to hurl him into the infernal cavern that yawned 
below, upon which Faustus shrieked out in the devil's 
name for help, when the three demons turned sharp 
round and frighted the fierce beast away. 

The Doctor now hastened to reach the next re- 
gion beneath that he had just left, whose dimensions 
however, he could not ascertain for the vast number 
of flying dragons, snakes, and animds of all kinds, 
which impeded his view. One of the oldest and most' 
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miBchievoiis of these beasts, came Tamping and bel- 
lowing towards Beelzebub, as if intending to upset 
both him and the Doctor, so that with the sudden 
alarm Jie lost hb balance, and was precipitated, with 
hideous outcry and ujwoar, into one of the deepest 
pits; but luckily before he reached the bottom,^ a 
large old ape, who happened to be cracking hot nsts 
upon a walnut tree, kindly stretched out a paw and 
saved him from perdition. But he had lost his in- 
fernal guide, and there rose so thick a f<^ trom the 
adjacent pools, that it was long before he could see 
his way. 

Suddenly was heard a loud rumbling noise, and 
there issued two hi^ dragons from the dense clouds 
with a chariot yoked at their tails. It was attended by 
black footmen in flame-coloured livery, one of whom 
called out, " Doctor Faustus's coach ; " another let 
down the steps, and the old monkey handed the Doc- 
tor in. It then grew ao dark that he could disliQ- 
guish neither the chariot nor the dragons, though he 
could feel that they went at a devilish hard pace. 
Soon it began to lighten in such a tremendous 
manner, that the Doctor felt his teeth chatter, and 
the more as he heard the sound of a tempestuous sea ; 
and down went the dragons into the vasty deep. 
Still the water was not cold, but rather warm and 
pleasant, though the waves came eo heavily over the 
chariot that the Doctor was unfortunatdy thrown 
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overboard and went down, leaving horses and chariot 
behind, him, like a piece of lead. By sinking and 
sinking he sunk into a kind of caTem, where he con- 
trived to stick fast, and sat dripping upon a rock, 
more dead than alive. There he could see and hear 
nothing but the booming of the water in his ears, 
until turning his eyes towards the interior, he ob- 
served a light, and thought to-himaelf, " Which way 
shall I wend, now that these infernal rascals have 
deserted me ! whether must I throw myself down the 
cavern here into the water, or die like a fool, for my 
pains, where I am ?" Then mustering his courage, 
though mixed witii no small d^ree of apprehension, 
he made a bold leap into the cave (for he knew be 
was safe until his twenty-four years' bond expired,) 
crying out: " Now, ye little infernal imps, catch me, 
body or soul, he who first can 1" at the same time, 
however, he was in huge dismay. He had no sooner 
süd this, than down he went, and such a terrific 
thunder-clap and infernal hurly-burly followed as to 
split the neighbouring etone quarries and motmtaine. 
When he came near enough to cast anchor at the 
bottom, he found something worth his notice. 

These were the shades of many m%bty heathens, 
fierce and stately forms of emperors, kings, princes 
and their lords. Item, Many dozen armies, as if 
ready eqiupped . for battle. A pool of cold water 
stood near- the fire, in which some of them drank 
p5 
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and tome bathed, though such was the iotenae cold) 
that they boob leaped into the fiie again. 

Doctor FauBtus fiist stepped into the fire, and tried 
to catch cme of the damned souls by the bail of hii 
head, but just as he imagined he bad got him safe 
between his fingen, he always atipt through, and 
vuiidied. Finding it, however, too wann to stay in 
long, he was just turning back, when who should 
meet him, but Beelzebub with the chair, who in- 
vited the Doctor to mount again and set off; 6oa> 
iog into a h^ier region, because the sulfdiui', fire, 
8m<4te, haQ, and heat, and cold together, were rather 
too much for Faustus. Besides the horrid noise,. 
lamentatioD, and swearing of the condemned souls, 
WNe be^ntaiDg to affect his nerres. 

Havii^ now been a good while absent fr^m his 
house, his faithful servant well Imowiog the enand 
which his master was on, began to think he must 
have met with something more then he liked, and 
might be detained there longer than he expected; 
when, just then, in comes Faustus, borne safely in his 
chair asleep, in which state he was carried to his bed. 

When he awoke in the morning, he lay thinking 
in bed concerning the tragedy he had seen acted 
the n^ht before : he now felt certain there was such 
a place as hell, for he had been there and seen it 
He was at least no longer a sceptic ; though after all, 
the devil had merely played him a knavifdi bick, de- 
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likUng him with a sort of phaDtoamagoriaD pictoiei 
for he had really been admitted into none of hia 
diabolical mysteries, and as he aAerwards suspected, 
had only been tormented with a representation of 
its snäerin^, for the sake of adding to bis uneaaineae, 
by striving to avoid them. .For, had he really visited 
die genuine Pandemonium, he would not so easily 
have returned home ; and some remarks to the above 
purport were found in one of his m^cal books, 
fk>m which, with other MSS. this and other passages' 
of his life have been compiled. 



About the sixteenth year of his bond, Doctor 
Faustus ftJt a great inclination to travel; for which 
end he summoned Mephostophiles in order to ac-' 
company him. He came ; and forthwith took the 
shape of a horse, only with the addition of wingSp 
and ^mth the mildness of a dromedary, he went 
wfai^ersoever his master commanded him. Upon 
his back the Doctor traversed a few countries, to 
wit, Easttmid, Pannooia, Germany, Bohemia, Silesia, 
Saxony, Meizen, Deuringen, Frankland, Swabia, 
Beirland, Lultow, Lyfland, Prussia, Muscovy, Fries- 
land, Holland, Westphalia, Zieland, Brabant, Elaa: 
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den, SpaJD, Poitimal, Italy, Fcdand, Hongary, and 
from th« last [riace, back to Deuringen. 

He was three weeks and four days away ; and 
did not Bee near bo much as he had expected, which 
induced him to retrace his steps until he came to 
the city of Trier. And there he met with notfaji^ 
very interesting; there was a wonderful palacCt cu- 
riously constructed of balutone, and so compact and 
stniDg as to stand in fear of no enemy. 

Weill he saw the church too, where brother 
Simon and the Bishop Papa lay buried, and Which 
waa built of immense larg;e stones, admirably knit 
tc^thec. 

Next he arrived in Paris, a ci^ in France, where 
the great schools, the disputations, and musenme 
ideased him well. From there he proceeded to 
Mentz, where the river Main falls into the Rhine ; 
he did not tarry long, but went to Campagnia in the 
state of Neapoli, in which he found many churches 
and monasteries all very lofty, and beautiful houses 
that excited his admiiation. There was also a mag- 
sificent castle, which surpassed all others in Italy^ 
for the number of its halls aad towers, and the 
splendour of its decorations. Near it lay Mount. 
VestiuB (Vesuvius) covered with vine gardens, olive 
frees, and other frugiferous plants, delightful to the 
taste. He next bethought him of Venice, and wac 
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quite smrpnied to see so pnmd a city lyii% in die 
midst of the sea, and crowded with a forest of sails 
^hich brought merchandize from far eastern lands 
to barter with alt the world. It was moreover 
adorned with ooble tem[des and towers, whose foun- 
dations were in the deep, where Adria is wedded to 
the D(^. 

Thence he visited the learned city of Padua, to 
hear what was disputing in the schools; and be saw 
three double hanging towers, and dolphins spouting 
up water ; besides a grand cathedral and a council 
hall as beautifiil as any in the world. There too is 
Saint Antony's church, whose grandeur equals any 
■ tither in all Italy. Journeying forwards, he reached 
Rome, whose city is watered by a river called 
Tiberius, and on the side of the river there stand the 
seven mountains ; it hatii also, eleven gates, and a 
hill named Vatican, where Ueth the tomb of St. 
Pet«, and near it is seen the palace of the Pope, 
very splendid, with a pleasure court all round aboot. 
Next to it is the church of the Lateran, wherein is 
seen the beauty of all holiness, and it is eaUed 
the apostoltclc church, whence it is the most ce- 
tebiated throughout the whole Christian world. Here 
too, were to be >een the ruins of many heathen 
temples, more awful and numerous than we can 
describe. After having long contemplated these, 
Doctor Famtus approached the Pope's palace, first 
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rendenng himself invisiMe, by vitieh means he passed 
more agreeably Üiroi^h a throng of officers and cour- 
tiers. As he drew nigh, he could not help expressing 
his wonder to Mephostophiles, at the prodigious 
pomp and piide in which bis Holiness sat arrayed : 
" Ah, Mephostophilea," he cried, " why could not 
the devil make me a Pope!" Nerer before had Doctor 
FauBtuB seen any Uiing equal to the courteous pride 
and magnificence of such a scene, added to all the 
bold and licentious practice« exhibited in the lives 
of the Pope, and his conclave of princes and prelates, 
whose excessive am^ance, luxury, incontinence and 
gambling, quite surpassed his belief. He exclaimed, 
" Oh, Mephofltophiles I 1 diought 1 was the deviffl 
own child, but he 1 be leaves me farbdiindl" And 
indeed he fdt bo much interested, and had heard 
BO much of Rome, that he remained inviuUe during 
the next Üiree days, in the Pope's palace, amosing 
hhnself with his ma^cial tridts. So gneatly was he 
taken up with diem, that be forgot either to eat or 
drink during the wb(4e time, always taking bis in- 
visible station right opposite to his Holiness. One 
day, as he was (bus standing, the Pope had occasion 
to draw the figure of a cross, and in the instant 
Doctor Faustus appeared, staring him close in die 
face. The Doctor b^n to laugh, so as to be heard 
by every one in the bail. Then he would b^in to - 
squeak and to cry, and enjoyed to see them all 



V Google 



DOCTOR FAUSTU3. 327 

puzzled to know what it could mean. But his Holi- 
ness assured his attendants, that it was a condemned 
60ul praying for remission of its sins. 

As this happened durmg dinner, and the last 
course was now coming in, the Doctor, beginning to 
fe^ very hungry, stretched oat his hands, upon which 
the dishes flew towards him, and he and his demon 
disappeared with -them together. They then took 
Üieir station upon the top of Mount Capitolium, 
where they dined with no little zest. Thence the 
Doctor shortly despatched his demon to fetch him 
•ome of the Pope's best wine, bidding him at the 
same time not to forget some silvei bowh and 
Spoons. No sooner was his Holiness aware of the 
extent of these thefts, than he commanded prayers 
and masses for the damned soul to be offered up 
dnhng the whole night; which, however, did not 
prevent the Doctor's feasting and tippling at his 
Holiness's expence. The church .plate and other ar- 
ticles which he thus purloined, were discovered in 
the Doctor's possession, after his death. 

FedJDg at length quite refreshed, Faustus once 
more took flight with his demon, and alighted next 
at Milan, which appeared to him a pleasant and 
healthy abode, being much cooler than many other 
{daces in Italy. He was delighted with the fine 
livers, the noble temples and other edifices, such as 
the great casÜCj and the hotel of the eleven U>vely 
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women. Jlis next viait was to Florence, where 
amidst all the wonderful products both of natnre and 
of art, he most admired the beautiful scene of SL 
Mary's garden, the grand ornaments of the castle 
church, and the grand marble doors over the en- 
trance gates, which exhibit copper engravings from 
the history of the Old and New Testament. Tbs 
wine too produced, there he thought excellent, no 
less Üian the skill which the inhabitants displayed 
both in the arts and in commerce. 

llience he proceeded to Lyons, a city lying be- 
tween two mountains in Fraokland ; begirt also with 
two rivers, and boasting a cathedral surpassing any 
other of the kind. From here he took wii^ to Kid, 
where he saw what is termed the high canon church, 
witbin which it is said, that the remains of the. three 
kings who hailed the star of Christ, are interred. 
" Oh, you good men," cried Doctor Faustus, when 
he heard this, " how have you contrived, since 
you were bom at Palestine, to have moved to Beth- 
lehem 7 Were your bodies, I wonder, thrown into the 
sea, and has the great Rhine caught them in his 
course, and brought them up to Kiel on purpose to 
be buried?" There too, he saw St. Ursula's tomb 
with seventy one thousand virgins. 

The beauty of the women made a great impres- 
sion upon him. Going a Uttle farther he reached the 
city of Aken, beloi^g to the empeior, where he 
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saw the grand marble temple first founded by Charle- 
magne, in order that his succeseors might there as- 
sume with greater magnificeace, the imperial crown. 
He neat touched «t Geneva in Savoy, not far from 
Swüserland, where he again met with very tine wine, 
for there was a ceit^ bishop there celebrated for his 
taste. He also sojourned some time at Basle in 
Swisserland, where the Rhine flows through the city 
which his demon informed him was called after a 
basilisk, which had once its dwelling there. Many 
old rivers and fruitful land were seen around, besides 
its grand university and its single cloister. Con- 
stance was the next place he came to, where be ad- 
mired the beautjful bridge across the Rhine, and 
which hb demon informed him was called after the 
city of Constantinople. 

Next he alighted at Ulm, where he was greatly 
pleased with the parish church of St. Martin's, a 
very magnificent building, beguu in the year 1377, 
and which contains fifty-two altars, besides a beau- 
tiful chapel for the sacrament attached to it. As 
Doctor Faustus was now preparing to proceed far- 
ther, bis demon turning towards him said : " Let as 
pass over the casde and episcopal city of Murtz- 
bui|:h, where there are so many orders of minor 
üriars, .of St. Benedict, St. Stephen, and other 
saints, till we arrive at Nm%mbu^. litis city you 
must know has borrowed its name fram Claudius 



V Google 



330 DOCTOK PAU9TU8. 

Tiberina Nero, and in the church of SL Lawrence u 
preserred the mantle, the swoid, the sceptre, and 
crown of Chariemagne. A beautiful golden fountain 
adorns the maiket-place, where it ia said that the 
Spear which pierced our Saviour'B side ia now («e- 
■erred along with a piece of the Holy Cross. In 
this there are no less than five hundred and twenty- 
eight streets, six magnificent gates, two smaller one^ 
fonr towers, eleven stone bridges, twelve hills, ten 
large market-places, thirteen hatha, ten churches, 
and ta many preachen, besides other rare and stu- 
pendous works." 

Next momii^ on his arrival at Augsburgb, Fau*- 
tui enquired of his demon the whole hiitory of the 
city and from whom it took ita name ? " It had sii 
names," replied Mephostophiles, " before'it recerrCd 
the last trom Augustus Octavianus." The Doctor 
Ukewis^ put the aame questiona to him respectmg 
Hegensburg and the otiier places through which he 
travelled, being always inquisitive to hear something 
new. Shordyhe extended his tour as far as C(m- 
stantinople, a city which was named after the great 
Emperor Constantine. From its |tsnd towers and 
palaces, it may well deserve to be called a new 
Rome, and lies pleasantly upon the side o£ the sea. 
Doctor Faustus spent several days in admiring the 
grand Sultan's seraglio, and his exceeding pomp and 
power. One evening as his Turidsh majesty was 
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enjoyisg hia repast, the Doctor played off me of hit 
old triclu, and Buddenly the hall of stale appeured as 
if in a Maze of fire, so that every one ran in a great 
huny to extiaguisfa the flames, while orerhead k 
began to thunder and lighten in an astwiishing man- 
ner. At the same time he bedevilled the Sultan in 
such a way that he could neither lise from his seat, 
nor be carried out of the place, which shone far 
more brightly than if it had been high noon. Thea 
1^ Doctor made hia appearance before the Stdtan, 
arrayed like the P<^ himself, and thus Kpoitt: : " AU 
hail, great Sultan, who hast been found wcHlhy that 
even I, your own Mahomet, have made myself visible 
to yoa l" Having pronounced which woids he as 
snddeoly disaj^ieared. Such was the force of the 
eocbantment that the Sultan fell upon his Icnees, and 
devoutly cried out to Mahomet, ^waiäng and thanking 
him for having deigned to appear to him. The en- 
wing morning Doctor Faustus paid a visit to the 
Sultan's seraglio, where no one besides the guards 
are permitted to appeal, in the presence of his beau- 
tiM wives, and ladies of all countries, who are Üiere 
imprisoned to suit his choic«. But the Doctor tk«w - 
the whole apartmenta into so thick a mist, that he 
himself, in the shape of the Prophet, along with 
his demon, could not be perceived. Here he con- 
tinued to amuse hinudf during six days, which to- 
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gether with tke mist bo much puzzled the Sultan, 
that he commanded formal piayers and ceremonies 
to be offered up to clear the atmosphere in all his 
mosques. Meanwhile the Doctor, in excellent hit- 
monr, wai partaking of every [deasure which the woild 
could affoid. When weaiy of amusing himself at 
the Sultan'^ espence, he flew aloft in his Popish 
hahiliments, high above the seraglio, so as to he seen 
b; all below. After he had taken himself cleai 
away, and the fog had somewhat dispersed, (he Qreat 
Turk ventured to make his appearance, and then 
ainnmomng the whole of his ladies bother, he rei; 
anxiously enquired what could be the meanii^ Üiat 
his seraglio had been so long lost in a fog? At this 
they one and all assured him that the great Prophet 
Mahomet had appeared to them and commandiog 
them to submit to his wishes, had declared that in 
future a more lofty and heroic race would thence 
appear upon the theatre of the world. The Sultan 
took this in the light of a great compliment bestowed 
upon him, but his Muftis would have had him not 
to give ear to it, maintaining that Mahomet bad 
nothing Lo do in the business, but that it was a spiiit. 
The ladies replied, that whether he were a spirit 
or no, he had conducted himself in a very fnendly 
and agreeable manner, while with them. These 
different Tersioiu of the story puzzled the Sultan a 
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good deal, and after all hia enquiries and codsuI- 
tations, he atUl remamed in great perplexity as to 
what he ought to think of it. 

Doctor Faugtus meanwhile was pursuit^ his way 
to the capital Alcairo ; the same which was formeriy 
called Memphis, and also Ghackam, where Oie 
E^^tian Sultan holds bis court, and where flows 
Üie mighty Btream, which overleaping its channels 
fertilizes the whole land. Thence he winged his way 
easterly, and again towards the west until he came 
to the city of Osen, in the royal state of Hungary, 
which same is a very fruitfiil city, as it contains a 
pool of water which produces gold and silver, and all 
kinds of metal. This Hungarian city is defended by 
a powerful castle, and ornamented with other noble 
works. The Doctor next visited Meedenbui^h, and 
touched at Lübeck, in Saxony. The former is an 
episcopal see, and it is said to be in possession of one 
of the vessels in which our Saviour changed the water 
into wine. Lübeck is also a bishoprick in Saxony. 
From this last he went to Erftirth, where there is an 
university, and from Erfurth, he bent his way 
back to Wittenburgh. Though he had been absent 
only just half a year, he had seen a great variety 
of prospects, and studied the manners of different 
countries. 
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While at Wittenburg in the month of August, there 
blew a great hurricane, attended with mucli thundei 
and lightuiDg, as Doctor Faustus was standing in 
the marlcet -place with several other physicians. These 
last took occasion to inquire into the cause of this 
sudden tempest; to which the Doctor replied, " Such 
a tempest is not always accompanied by the same 
signs ; but when the wind has long been up, the 
clouds of heaven are driven together, and instead of 
thunder, they sometimes bunt in floods of rain. And 
about the time that the .tempest begins to gather 
most strength, the spirits of the air mingle in the 
lower sphere, and encountering each other ftom the 
four quarteis of the world with fierce strife, such is 
the echo of the shock that we term it thunder. But 
when the wind is too powerful, the thunder can in no 
way get vent, and if it could so escape, it would be 
borne upwards according ^t», the direction ip which 
the wind most fiercely blows. Because fiijm that side 
the tempest begins to rise, and in the same way we 
perc^ve that it more frequently comes from the south, 
than from the west, the north, oi the east." 
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TBBBIVtO DSriBTUU, 1 



It so happened that the Emperor Charles, attended 
by his whole court had occasion to visit Yksbnick, 
at the time that Doctor Faustus was sta^ii^ there. 
The latter being acquainted with several of Üie free 
lords and others of the place, for whose pastime he 
had exhibited different feats of bia art, was invited 
by tiiem to courL The emperor hearing he was 
tiiere, inquired vAisl sort of a personage he was. 
When informed that his name was Doctor Faustus, 
one day after dinner, during the summier, he sent for 
him into his cabinet, and inquired whether he were 
really so well versed in the black art as fame gave 
out, and had brought a familiar spirit under his com- 
mand 7 That in such case he, the Emperor, would be 
^ad to see him exhibit tome proof of hJs skill, and 
moreover required him so to do io respect to his impe- 
rial crown, which m^ht otherwise endanger the Doc* 
tor's safety. Upon this, Faustus entreated his majesty 
mthe most humble manner, as if he wished to excuse 
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himself. " Now hear me once for all," excUimed the 
Emperor; " I have often wished to learn how some of 
my great predecessors achieved such wonderful feats, 
and aimed at such a pitch of fortune and renown, 
in particular respecting the great Alexander of Ma- 
cedon ; that bright star of heroism, and example of 
true royalty, as we read in history. He it was who 
amassed such great wealth, power, and dominion, as 
to throw his successois, and me and my suc- 
cessors, all into the shade. It is therefore my de- 
sire that you should forthwith summon from the 
shades, into my presence, the forms of this fa- 
mous Alexander, and his queen, just as they once 
appeared in their regal attire ; and I will then believe 
that you are an experienced- master of your art?" 
" Most gracious sovereign," replied Faustus, " I am 
well prepared, and also de%hted to think of gratify- 
ing your imperial majesty in this matter. The 
ancient forms of the great Alexander and his queen 
shall present themselves in as imposing a manner. as 
my art will admit. Yet though their image will Btp- 
pear clearly to view, I must acquaint your majesty 
that their bodies have not really risen from the dead, 
because that would be quite impossible. There are, 
however, a few old experienced sforits who have often 
seen Alexander and his queen, and who posse» the 
power of assuming their forms, which your majesty 
shall soon perceive." Hating said this, Doctor Faus- 
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tui lett the Emperor's apartmeat m order to consuh' 
with his dembn Meph<»tophile9. After a. littie while 
he s^ain. reamed to the Emperor, and acquainted 
him that he could execute what he had .undertaken 
upon , one condition ; that his majesty would . be 
pleased to ask no questions, nor even speak, during 
the whole seen«. 

The Doctor then opened the door, and ushered 
in Alexander the Great anujed exactly in the satnei 
unifMm, air, and character as be had exhibited 
during his hfe-time. He was a tbick set, but well 
shaped mcui, with red beard and complexion, and. 
sharp fiery eyes like a basilisk's. He marched into- 
the room in full dress, and armed from top to toe. 
Advancing courteously towards the Emperor, be made 
him a profound obeisance, on which the Emperor 
rose and offered to embrace him ; but the Doctor 
would not pennit it. - After Alexander had walked 
round the Emperor a few times, he. turned towards 
the door, when the Queen made her appearance, and 
also saluted the Emperor with a low courtesy. She 
wore a blue dress, richly ornamented with pearls and 
precious stones. Her complexion was extremely de- 
licate, being of a mingled rose and milk colour; her 
look was thoughtful, and her face and person were 
altt^ther graceful and beautiful. While gazing in- 
tently upon them both, the Emperor thought to him- 
self; Now I have seen two beings whom I have long 
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vUied to behdd, and it is impossible but Ihal it i» 
naiüy so, if the spirit he spake of bas changed him- 
self into such a form, like the woman of Endor who 
raised the Prophet Samuel from the dead. 

And in oidar more fully to convince himself that 
such was the fact, the Emperor farther conndered 
within himadf : Now I recollect to have read, that 
this same minor of chiralry and royalty had stHne- 
thing of a twist in his neck ; upon which he ap- 
proached nearerto him, and perceived that he actually 
had a kind of twist ; with a wart on his neck, so 
tltat having satisfied himself upon this p<Hnt, directly 
aAerwards his unearthly visitants disappeared. 



When the Doctor had thus, as .we have said, so 
greatly entertained the Emperor in the manner he so 
much wished, towards evening he began to amuse 
himself with watching the courtiers as they went 
backwards and forwards to the royal table, first in 
and then out. While thus employed he perceived 
one of the knights lying fast asleep under a window 
place to breathe as much air as he could, because the 
day was exceedingly hot. But I shall not mention 
his name, as he is now dead, and was besides a free- 
born gentleman, which had the effect of turning the 
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adrentore into greater ridicule. His famSiar demon 
M^hoBtc^iles had a particular' hand in this niclEed 
ddauon, foF he caused a huge branch of horns to 
sfräig «nt of his forehead as. he lay asleep in the 
window-place. After nodding his head a few times, 
the pooT knight, began to rub his eyes to the infinite 
diversion of the spectators, and at last feeling the 
bonis, he awakened in a great fTis;ht. For the window 
karing been ctesed, be could get his antlers neither 
backwards nor forwards, which the £inperor perceiv- 
ing began to laugh; while all his attendants were 
equally amused at witnessing his curious efRuts to 
extricate himself. The whole court soon gathered 
round, some mocldng, and some compassionating 
him, but few being able to refrain from laughter until 
it pleased Doctor FauBtus to release the poor knight 
ftom his perilous enchantment, and take his depar- 



ArrsK Doctor Faustus had taken his leave of the 
court, where every one had sought to rfiew him hraior 
after the example of the Emperor, the Knight and 
his friends began to scheme how they might trick 
him in bis turn. He had scarcely proceeded half a 
mile upon his journey before he perceived seven horse- 
men make their appearance irom an old wood, at 
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whose head rode the Knight, who had borne th« 
stag's antlers on his forehead. As the Doctor drew 
nigh, they raised their hands in a threatenijig ges- 
ture, and spurred towards him at speed, on seeing 
which he rode away as if to conceal himself in a small 
clump of trees not far off. Emboldened by his re- 
treat, they were proceeding to surround him, wbea 
Budd^y the place appeared filled with armed knights 
with spears in rest, all ready to run a tilt At this 
sight the Knight and his comrades turned their horses 
heads, and spurred as hard the other way. But their 
full speed availed them nothing, for in a few moments 
they found themselves surrounded by a tioop of tierce 
looking men to whom they were glad to surrender, 
and solicit the Doctor's mercy. 

Upon this the great magician granted them quar- 
ter, though not without the conditions of making each 
of them wear a pair of horns for the space of a month 
afterwards, while their steeds were graced during the 
same period with those of bullocks to the no small 
annoyance of the grooms, as a mark of the Doctor's 
displeasure. And this last punishment took such an 
effect upon the Knight's imagination, that be quite 
lost his courage, and was no longer fit for active ser- 
vice. At the same time, the noise of the aSair at 
court served to sfvead the Doctor's reputation, and 
he began to be held in great awe by the knights and 
squires. 
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It next happened that the Doctor was journeying to- 
watds the city of Gotha, where he had to transact 
some business. This was in the pleasant month of 
June, when the countrymen were all busily employed 
in getting in their hay. As he drew near with some 
of his companions towards the city gates, being ra- 
ther merry with wine, he saw a simple looking peasant, 
whistling his team jollily along. I will make thee 
change that tune, thoi^ht Doctor Faustus, I like not 
to see a boor so heartily merry. Hereupon he threw 
himself into the man's way, and crossed him which ever 
way he attempted to pass, until the poor fellow after 
some trials, seeing into his malice, began to grow 
angry, exclaiming : " Wilt not go neither on one side 
nor th' other. What would be at?" Doctor Faus- 
tuB, having already drunk rather too much, made 
him this answer. " Now I shall see whether you 
Me to make way for me, or 1 for you." The boor 
hearing these words began to wax wroth, and threat- 
ened the Doctor hard, if he were not allowed to pasB. 
" What, thou boor," retorted the Doctor, " dost thou 
dare to scoff at me ? for a little more I would devour 
thy waggon, horses, and hay and all." " Do that," 
.replied the man, " as socn as thou wilt; ifit.pleases 
thee, it pleases me well, eat and be d — ned." So 
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forthwith the Doctor begaa to mistify and delude the 
poor man's senses in such a way, that he imagined 
the Doctor grew as high as a church steeple. And 
iret he laid his hands upon the horses, and nextupoa 
the wa^ion and hay, all which seemed to disa[^iear, 
fhstet than a man takes his meat, down the giant's 
wide and ponderous jaws. At this s^ht, the poor 
wagoner uttered a dreadful howl, and ran half out 
of fan wits to the house of the Burgomaster, where 
he relied the dreadful event in piteous lamentatioiu 
and dismay. The Burgomaster ran along with his 
officers, as fast as possible to the spot, curious to he- 
boid so strange a scene. On reaching the place, 
however, what was the poor m^gooe^B sniprize, to 
jind his load «f hay, and team of horses stamting very 
qui^y at the city gates where he had stcq)ped thero. 



iTuaed.tobe antddiayiagtiatthAcoojiner, "dtaira 
he oewr so wisely," f« the year tageäux, was uerw 
half a stiver richer in the worid for his pains. Now 
Doctor Fauitus began to e^ieiöence the truth of du, 
inaswuffh as the grand promises made by his dcmoii 
in their first cmtract were mera bubUea, well wratliy 
of their proprietor—a liar and the father of lies. Fat 
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be had led the Doctor to believe that he was com- 
pelled iato his service aod oveixeached by him, bo that 
vaet ricbea would flow in upon him. Pour years of his 
^moa's apprenticeship had yet to run, though he was 
still not a whit the richer, either in gold or goods ft» 
all that Mephostophilea had done. It was agreed 
likewise that he was to partalce <Hily at the best fare 
that could be obtained at prince's courts wheresoever 
be should travel, as we have already seen. On this 
acconat, he had held a vaxiety of disputations with hie 
familiar demon, which generally ended, however, by 
hie inviting some boon companions to come and ban- 
quet with him. At length, finding himself in want 
of ready cash, he was compelled to apply to a certain 
Jew, with whom in the first instance, he agreed for 
sixty dollars which he promised to retmn in the space 
of one month. This being expired, the Jew went to 
demand his dollars with the interest which was be- 
come due, when the Doctor repUed to his application 
as follows: "Jew! I have no money; and I have 
no means, just now, of procuring any. However, if 
yon are willing to accept good security, I think we 
can come to terms. I will give you either an ann or 
a leg, which ever shall best please you, and which 
«hall be made ora to you as a pledge or mortgage ; 
though under thie one condition : that as soon as 1 
diall have the money forthcoming, ydu will be pre- 
pared to restore to me my leg." Now the Jew, being 
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-naturally every good Christian's enemy, thoogbt to 
himself: I am glad of this, but he must be a moet 
sin^kr genius to think of pawning me his life and 
blood for the .sake of money; what can 1 do with 
such security aa this ? But meanwhile. Doctor Faus- 
tus taking out a saw vas very leisurely sawing off his 
leg, which he handed to the Jew (though it was all 
' mere illusion) repeating the same condition, tliat he 
was to return it the moment he ^ould obtain the 
money, as he the Doctor knew how to set it in its 
place again. So the Jew not a little pleased with his 
contract, marched off with the Doctor's leg. When 
he had kept it, however, a short time be began to 
think: What shall I do with this n^e of a Christian's 
limb ? if I carry it about with me, I shall be poisoned 
with the stench, besides its being of no farther use- to 
him when he. shall want it, however good a security; 
for what more could he give ? Being at length quite 
puzzled in which way to act for the best, one day as 
he was croseii^ over a bridge, weary with calculating 
pro et contra, he threw the Doctor's leg into the 
water, and thought himsdf wdl rid of it. Doctor 
Faustus fuUy aware of what had passed, sent notice 
to. the Jew three days afterwards, that he was ready 
to repay him the money. The latter now repented 
that he had been so hasty, but he went. The fiiat 
question put by the Doctor was, what he had done 
with his pledge. -" What have I done !" replied the 
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Jev. "What could I do vith iti it was of no use, 
sutd I threw it away." The DoctoT on hearing this, 
took the Jew loundl; to task, declaring that he must 
have his leg again, come what would ; or that he, the 
Jew,.mu3t lookto the consequences.. Alarmed at the 
violence of the Doctor's threats, the unlucky Israelite 
at len^ consented to adjust the matter hy farther 
advancing sixty dollars, in oider to avoid the t^rors 
of the law. 



In like manner the Doctor succeeded in imposing 
upon a horse dealer at an annual fwr ; where a num- 
ber of merchants and other chapmen used to resort. 
For he appeared riding into the place upon a hand- 
some and richly caparisoned steed, which brought the 
most cunning jockeys all about him, and at last he 
agreed with one to sell the noble-looking animal for 
fourteen guineas. At the same time he cautioned 
the dealer how he ventured to ride him to water, as" 
he was a very tickle beast. This only put the jockey 
upon his mettle, and when the Doctor had adjourned 
to the inn, he mounted and rode him to the water 
side, which he had no sooner reached, before the 
good steed disappeared from under, leaving the poor 
fellow in the pool, astride of a saddle of straw, gazing 
round in equal terror and surprize. On recovering 
q5 
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hiffli^, however, and Unkii^; of bis : baigam, he 
battened u futas he could into the inn, to find 
Doctor FauituB, thtm^ not knoniog wheäker he %as 
<^aining ta awake. He «as diKcted into the' Doc^ 
toi's room, where he found htm lying &A tudeep> 'He 
slept BO Botmdiy that the dealer percÜTing he did not 
offer to rise when he spoke to him, took h i t n by 
the foot, and giving him a gentle pull, was surpitzed 
to find the Doctor's leg hanging in his hand. ' He 
uttered a cry of horror, and at the same moment 
Doctor Fftustus jumped up and began to cry murder 
as loud as he could. The mui, without Tcnturiiig 
to ask for his money, flung the kg upon the taUo 
and can out of the {dace, thinkiog himself happy to 
esci^ ^e gallows. In this way poctor Faustas 
pocketed another sum of mosey. 



Hii money, however, was all spent before he leached 
the city of Zwickau, where he was hMi»tably enter- 
tained by the magistrates. Having an eye to more, 
as he walking out in the evening he met another wag- 
goner driving along his team, of whom he enquired 
how much he would ask for as much of his hay as 
he, the Doctor, liked to eat- The man rq)Ued tbot 
for half a stiv» he should have as much a« he 
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pteaaed, believing; that the whote wiu a mere jest 
But soddenly the Doctor appeared to be derouring 
the whole conceni, with so heEirty an appetite as to 
excite the wonder of all the spectatore. When he 
bad finished about half his meal, the poor wa^^goner, 
alanned lest Ike remainder should shue the same 
fate, cried out lustily for mercy, and offered to com- 
praroise wiüi the Doctor ; enquiiii^ in his turn how 
much he would take to ^ve up his bargain, and leave 
him the hay. At the same time he offered the 
Doctor a gold piece, which the latter put into his 
pocket, and permitted the man to drive away. By 
the time he reached the end of his joumey, he found 
on coining to unload, that the whole of his bay was 
there ; tar the ddusion which the Doctor hod raised 
was vaal^ied. 



OiTE day at Wittenbui^, there was a di^utation 
h^ befwe the Doctor's house betweai seven stu- 
deute against five. Daring the heat of the argument 
it came into the Doctor's head to {Jay them a trick, 
and forthwith he cast such a mist before their eyes, 
that no Itm^i able to distinguish their opponente, 
they grew more and more angry, mitil at lei^;th tirom 
wdids they came to Uowi, which soon brgu^t a 
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crowd of spectators around them, not a Uttle amue^ 
at the scene. -So completely, indeed, had the ma- 
}icioug conjuror deluded their senses, that they fought 
and reeled like drunlcen men. But as this oovel 
argumentum ad kominem, appeared to be coming no 
nearer to a conclusion than that of their tongues, the 
spectators were at length obUged to interfere, and the 
poor deluded students were each of them conducted 
to their homes,, where on theii airiral they recovered 
theii senses and their sight. 



Amotheb day, as the Doctor was regaling himself at 
a certtdn publican's, where a number of peasants were 
assembled who were likewise making merry, he said 
that they amazed him, and ordered them to make 
less noise. So far, however, from obeying, they 
began to sing and shout, and hoot, and whistle 
louder than before. Upon Üüb the Doctor observed 
to his companion : "Nowmarkye; I will soon stop 
their whisües, in a. way which they little expect' 
So accordingly just as the poor fellows were in the 
middle of a loud chorus, they came to a. halt: as sud- 
denly as if they had been gagged, each staring at his 
companicm with his jaws extended, without power to' 
Utter a word. No l(»iger aUe to distinguish' me' 
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another, they rose up and separated one by one, only 
intent upon getting out of the place as fast as pos- 
sible. And ho sooner were they fairly rid of it, and 
proceeding upon their way, -than they recovered the 
use of their speech and again recognized one another, 
faappy to escape home again with no other detji« 
ment, except the fr^ht. 



OircE apoa a time, in the month of January, Doctor 
Faustus had occasion to go to the court of the Prince 
of Anhalt, who shewed him all Icind of hospitality 
and kindness. While seated at table, he remarked 
that the princess looked very thoughtful and melan- 
choly. On this account as soon as the cloth was 
removed, the Doctor said : " My gracious lady, I 
have always understood that gentlewomen of your 
melancholy temperament, required some strange and 
novel sights to beguile tedious thoughts. 1 would 
entreat of your Highness to acquaint me what kind 
of amusement might chance to prove most acceptable 
to you." The Princess made answer : " My good 
Doctor, I will not pretend to disguise from you, that 
a:bout the middle of last wmter I indulged a great wish 
ta partake of some fresh summer fruit and Sowers, and 



V Google 



350 Doctor fad>tif>. 

now I agaia begin to visb that they was mine." 
Doctor Paustns replied ; " I can easily giatify yew 
Highnesa in this respect ; for in another half hour 
you shall be presented with aa much of both as 
heart could wish." As he said this he threw up the 
window, and placing two silvei dishes outside, he 
again resumed hii seat When the time was come 
he went to the window, and brought with him the 
silver dishes which he laid upon the table. How 
great was the Princess's joy 1 for one of them was 
heaped up widi beautiful white and blue plums, and 
the other full of apples and pears; both wreathed 
with the most odoriferous flowers, still wet widi die 
Uoming dew. Presenting them to the Princess, be 
said : " You see, your Highness need not be afraid 
to eat, they are just arrived front a wann and meDow 
dime, where the summer is but now upon the wane." 
The Princess took some and relished them ex- 
tremely, though she could scarcely restrain her won- 
der at beholding them; while the Prince obsemg 
her curiosity, boldly asked the Docti» how he had 
brought it to pass ? The Doctor answered him very 
courteously : " My gracious lord, yon must know 
that the year is divided between two portions of the 
wchU, as in two circles, so that when it ia here 
winter, it is summer in another part ; because the 
heavens are round, and the Sun has now arrived at 
his pei^ielion in that quarter. Fta the same reason 
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we faave now only short days, and ble^ vinter all 
around; But it is not so in the east and the west, 
as iff Zaba, where the summei is now in fuU glow, 
and whne two fruit leasons load the year. Ouc 
night here is thdt da^^t ; tor the great snn is gone 
down below this part of the earth. Yet the vast 
ocean lies high» in the world, and were it not obe- 
dient to the BUfseme command, it would in an in- 
stant engidph the earüt upon which we now stand. 
It was to one of those far lands, my graciouB Prince, 
tJiat I juBt now dispatched my familiar demon, who 
to give the imp his due, is a pretty swift-footed sjförit, 
and he can moreover assume any other form he 
pleases. He it was who brought your gracious con- 
sort the dish of fhiit at my particular command." 

Both these royal personages listened to the Doc- 
tor's WOTda with exclamations of wonder, and were 
greatly delighted at his answering them so frankly a 
number of other curious. questions. 



As Doctor Faufltus was preparing to take his leave 
rf this court, he said to the Prince : " If your Higli- 
ness would grant me the honor of your company as 
i«i a« the city gates, I think I could shew you a 
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Castle Which has been erected for your Higfaness's 
service during the last night." Greatly surprized at 
these words, the Prince coasents to accompany him, 
attended also by the Princes« and other ladies and 
lords of the court. When they had arrived outside 
the gates, they beheld upon a mountain which is 
called the Rombuddel, a very beautiful castle in the 
distance, solely the work of this great magician's 
hand. He then entreated that their Highnesses 
would allow him to conduct them thither, and ex- 
hibit it more narrowly, to which they easily con- 
sented. This castle was so wondrously wrought hy 
power of magic, as to be quite surrounded by a deep 
lake, in which were all kinds of fish, and water-fowl, 
such as swans, wild ducks, &c. forming altc^ther a 
a most novel and enchanting spectacle. 

Prom the surface of this beautiful lake, there rose 
five lofty towers, with two grand gates enclosing a 
vast court, wherein were found every variety of 
animals ahnost unknown to Germany, such as 
apes, buffiilo^, bears, and other foreign species. 
Birds too of th4 most varied song and colour were 
seen llittit^ from tree to tree. When the party h^ 
beheld all these rarities, the Doctor shewed them into 
the castle, and invited them to sit down to a repast, 
consistmg of all kinds of delicacies, and the most 
choice wines in the world. Numerous courses were- 
seived up to table on the Pope's plate of gold and 
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silver, by a crowd of domestics at whose head wa« 
■Wagenar; affording the richest choice alike in 
Btewed, in boiled, and roasted, of flesh, of fish, and 
' of game. 

Iq particular the turbot and the venison were 
eeteemed most exquisite, or excelled only by the 
flavour of the rarest wines. These last were chiefly 
Rhenish, Spanish, French, Russian,' Malaga, &c. 
besides some of a more delicate kind, amounting 
to more than a hundred varieties. Such indeed was 
the abimdance and splendor of this festival,' as to 
call forth the Uvelieat expressions of gratitude from 
the Prince, whom the Doctor conducted back to his 
palace in the same splendid style, flattering himself 
that he had never before enjoyed so luxurious a ban- 
quet. Bat he had hardly reached his own court, 
when the whole castle on the hill blew up, and 
disappeared amidst clouds of flame. 

After the conclusion of this splendid scene» 
Doctor Faustus waited upon the Prince to take final 
leave, who then presented him with several hundred 
dollars, and they parted. 



Hatiho Üyis taken his departing from court, the 
Doctor began to wish for more merry company with 



V Google 



354 DOCTOM FAVSTOa. 

his old college companicxu, and he next repaired to 
Wittemburg. It being fast-day eve, he resolved to 
diignise himself asBacchns, and many of the studenti 
went to see him. After they had feasted together for 
a while, beii^ desirous of witnessing some of his new 
bacchanalian triclu, he penuaded them to go with him 
and pay a visit to a certain wine cellar, where he 
would present them with something better than they 
erer tasted in their lires ; and they should no toi^ei 
oiry the nectar of Homer's gods. 

The collegians did not teqoire much perauasitMi, 
and Faustns seizing a ladder that lay in his court, 
and exclaimii^; "With this we heroes of Baccfaos will 
scale the Bishop's cellars;" he ranged the students on 
eitiier side of it, ^ile seating himself in the roiddle, 
tfaey boie him in triumph to the place of ambush. 
The same night they made their attack, and succeed- 
ing in effecting a breach, they boldly let down the 
ladda, and descended into the Bishop's wine vaults, 
where they found a coUection of the choicest kinds. 
The Doctor presided while äiey fiUed their cups, tasting 
and gutting the different vats with the expertness of 
an exciseman. They seated themselves roimd a joint 
stool, trimmed their lamp, and were beginning to 
make very merry when the door opened, and the 
bishop's butler made his appearance. But the Doc- 
tor was prepared for him, and seiüog him by the 
hair, he dragged him into the cellars, just as he be- 



V Google 



DOCTOR FAUSTDB' 35S 

gut to cry, thieve? 1 thiereal There the; bound him 
hand and foot, and seating him up(»i one of hid own 
rats they drank to the good Bishop's health, cruelly 
compelling him to witness their depredations opon 
some of his most favorite wines. When they had all 
caroused to their hearts' content they broke up, carry- 
ing the poor butler along with them ; first, hoisting 
him up the ladder, and next binding him across it. 
In this way they proceeded home again, until per- 
ceiving a high tree at a little distance, for it was 
moonlight, the Doctor commanded the whole party 
to halt. Here the unhappy butler, sopposingthat he 
was going to be hanged, uttered the most piteous la- 
mentations, which quite moved the heart of some of 
the collegians, who began to intercede in his behalf. 
" Nay," quoth the Doctor, " we must hoist him up, he 
must swing in the tree, howbeit, he may save his 
Ufe, if he please ; but mount him up there upon the 
ladder, and leave him iunong the branches to shift 
for himself." This being done to the unlucky butler's 
infinite alarm and reluctance, they pulled the ladder 
down t^ain, and with shouts of bacchanalian triumph 
bent their course home. There the Doctor after- 
watds gave several treats with the Bishop's wine, 
which he had brought back with him in flasks. ' 

MeaniAile the unhappy butler lat perched durii^ 
the whole n^ht in the tree, in momentary feai of a 
M, Etnd almost starved to death wiüi Üie cold. When 
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it began to grow lig;ht, perceiving that it would be niD' 
ning too great a risk to attempt getting down, he 
kept watch for the countrymen aa they went to work, 
whose assistance he earnesä^ entreated, relating his 
piteous adventure with many sfghs and tears. 

The peasants beii^ greatly surprised at such a 
sight, and alarmed at hearing that it was the Bishop's 
butler himself, instantly despatched one of their num- 
ber to the court of Satzburg, while the rest proceeded 
to lend all the assistance in their power. The tidings 
caused a great sensation at the court, numbers of 
people hastened to the spot, some with ropes, some 
with ladders ; but all eager to get a sight of the 
bishop's butler in the tt«e. Who the thieves were, 
however, and why they had' put him there, he knew 
as Uttle as the bishop himselffonly it was certain, he 
said, that he had caught them— or rather they had 
caught him, in his master's' cellars ; where they bad 
left sot a single vat of wine unbroached. 



Upoir the ensuing Ash- Wednesday, appointed for the 
evening fast, the fore-mentioned students again went 
to the house of Doctor Faustns, whither they bad 
been invited expressly for the occasion, after having 
feasted their friend the Doctor in their own. It was 
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a noble feast, and they did full justice to it, singing 
and dancing during great part of tiie night. AAcr 
the bowl had frequently circled round, the Doctor 
enlivened the party by some of bis magical exhibi- 
tions, and the most amusing kind of buffoonery. 
The most whimsical diali^es were heard proceeding 
from voices that no one could comprehend. Next a 
band of music stnibk up, sometimes an organ, 
sometimes a harp, a flut«, a piano, or a viol; 
sometimes solo, and at others in concert. When 
this ceased, the Doctor took a number of curious- ' 
ly wrought cups and glasses which he arranged 
upon the floor, and which presently began to dance, 
and to strike each other, making the room ring 
with the sound, until they smote each other into 
pieces, to the great entertainment of the spectators. 
After this commenced a monkey dance, in which an old 
ape figured as the dancing master, beating time to the 
music, and drilling the party from time to time with 
his fiddle stick. At length the night being pretty 
far advanced with various sports, the Doctor de- 
clared that they must stay to supper, to which they 
would come back the better prepared, after having 
been at the new comedy. Accordingly on their re- 
turn, the Doctor took a limed stick which he placed 
outside the window ; and soon it was covered with 
a number of rare birds, and the Doctor drew it in 
again. This he repeated several times, until findiag 
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himself well stocked with ^ame, he requested the as> 
siitance of hii guests to wnag their necks out, a&a 
which opention he handed them to Wageuar in 
order to have them dresHed. By a fresh stretch of hu 
magical art, the Doctor next made his guests appoar to 
each other, as if tliey had all lost their heads ; inso- 
much that they terrified the people sadly wherever they 
shewed themselves. But as soon as the supper was 
ttilDOunced, and the guests found themselves seated at 
table, they each of theia assumed their nalotral fea- 
tures and appearance, laughing and conreising with 
one another as before. They had not, however, con- 
versed long before they underwent a still more ap- 
propriate and amusing metamorphosis, for Üiey were 
each of them presented with an ape's head and ears 
instead of their own. Still they contiuued the cob- 
vertatioD as before, only in a somewhat harsher and 
discwdant tone, questioning and replying in their 
new character, which produced the most solemn and 
singular effect in the world. At su[^)er there was 
aiao a calfs head set before one of the collegians, 
and the Doctor requested him to carve it. Tbe 
moment he began the operation it exclaimed '* Mor- 
bio he sio ! Oh I how you cut my veal I !" At which 
all the students jumped up in great alarm, but oa 
finding that it was only one of the Doctw's tricks, 
they began to laugh, and resumed their seats. To 
complete the evening's amusement, he neit ordered 
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a ikdge in the shape of a huge dragoD to be brought 
to the dooT, and mounting upon its neck, he invited 
the students to follow him, who seated themselves 
OQ ita back, while behind them stood a laige old 
ape who acted as the guard, and blew the horn. 
And away went the sledge at the Doctor's command, 
turning in every direction, dbediently to the Doctor's 
viMce. Such too was its speed, that the students 
imagioed they were flying through the air, and 
conld hear nothing except the sound of its vast 
wings as they fanned the heavy clouds. 



Thk next visit which the forementioned collegians 
paid their friend the Doctor, was to sup with him 
one Sunday evening. On this occasion they brought 
theii own wine, and other dehcacies along with them ; 
an arrai^ment which served to make their company 
only the more agreeable, llieii conversation happen- 
ing to turn upon the most beautiful ladies who had 
ever appeared in the world, one of the students said, 
that there was no princess he could so much have 
wished to behold as the famous Helen of Greece, 
whose beauty caused the stately towers of Ilium to 
be levelled with the dust. Doctor Faustus spoke, 
and said: "It is certain she must have been very 
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beautiAil to have been torn (ram the ansa q{ one 
moaaich, to excit« the envy and animosity of ao 
many others; and as you all seem to. express a wish 
to know what kind of a beauty she really was, I will, 
if you please, summon ber to appear before us in 
the Bame lovely form, aa when she stood by the side 
of King Priam on the walls of Troy. Fc« you are 
aware that I have already gratified the Emperor 
Charles in a similar manner, by exbibiting Alexander 
the Great and hi§ Queen, not long ago." The 
Doctor then commanded the whole company to 
keep silence, and sit quite still, without attempting 
to approach her when she should appear ; and he 
then left the room. On t^ain entering he was 
followed by the lovely queen, whose surpassing 
charms seemed quite to dazzle the eyes of the young 
collegians, who stood lost in wonder. She was 
arrayed in a red purple habit; her bright auburn 
tresses flowed loose over her shoulders, his eyes were 
of a sparkling black, and her whole features irre- 
sistibly attractive. Her brow was exquisitely white - 
and round, her full moist Itps redder than the summer 
cherries, her neck white and elegant as the swan's, 
her complexion was of a warm sunny brown, and 
her whole expression of an enchanting kind. In 
person she was tall and graceful, yet withal finely 
rounded aud somewhat &I1 ; in short she was beauty 
without a blemish ; beauty that might well rouse a 
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world of princely heroes to aims. She approached 
«s fai as the middle of the room, «here she stopped 
and gracefully saluted the noble students, whereupon 
diey would willii^ly have arisen to express their 
profound admiration and respect. But sudderdy 
recollecting themselves, and beholding her only as 
a beautiful spirit, their curiosity ceased ; which the 
Doctor perceiving, beckoned to the fair queen, and 
she fallowed him out of the chamber. 

When he returned, the whole party eagerly crowded 
round him, entreating that he would permit an artist 
to be sent far, and once more recall the beautiful 
Helena in order to obtain her portrait. But this 
Doctor Faustus refused to do, and said that he 
did not like to disturb her spirit in that way ; but 
that he would procure them a likeness, which they 
might give to some sculptor to take models for them- 
This he did, and several of them were sent to diiferent 
places, which were very rarely executed by the artists. 
But how Doctor Faustus himself first came to obtain 
such portrait of her, no one of his acquaintance ever 
knew. 

Late at night when these noble young students 
went to rest, they were repeatedly haunted until morn* 
ing with the same bright vision of the lovely Helena. 
And in this manner the devil often deceives the hearts 
of men ; thus seeking to excite theii evU passions by 

vtit. I. a 
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dreamB and tokens, followed by wicked and most vil- . 
lainons undertakings, which at length bring theii souls 
into the snares of the Evil One. 



Doctor Faustus came to Brunswick, whither he 
had been invited to the house of a marshal ; and 
this time he went on foot. As he was yet a good 
distance from the city, be met a peasant with an 
empty wa^oa to whom he said : " Boor ! may I 
ride with you ?" and this he enquired in a very 
firiendly tone. " No, you may not," replied the boor, 
'f I have burdens enough to bring from the city; my 
horses will think them heavy enough without you." 
Now the Doctor did not want to ride, but only to 
tiy the humour of the fellow, to Bee what he thought 
of him. So being determiued to reward his un- 
courteouB conduct. Doctor Faustus said : " You base 
clodhopper, you ass, since you have chosen to shew ' 
this want of manners, and as 1 have reason to 
think that you behave as badly to other people, and 
would give nobody a ride, I will now visit your rude- 
ness upon your own pate. As you would not let 
your wlieels carry me, you shall carry Üiem, as far as 



V Google 



SOCTOK FAU^ 



Grom the city gates of Brunswick." Saying which, 
the wE^oner thought he saw hia wheels flying 
through the air back again ; while at the same time 
fais horses fell upon the ground, and the unlucky 
peasant began to bemoan himself bitterly. Fauatus 
gave him to understand that it had all happened 
through bis own nideness and pervecseness, upon 
\^ch the repentant booi fell upon his knees, and with 
uplifted hands, besought the Doctor to pardon his 
wickedness, declaring at the same time that he had 
well-merited bis fate, but that he would never treat 
any gentleman so disrespectfully again. Doctor 
Faustus at last taking compassion upon him, said : 
" There is no greater fault in you drivers and 
wa^^onera than want of courtesy towards us foot 
passengers, and you shall believe this better an- 
other time. For the present you must take some 
of this sand, throw it upon your horses, and they 
will get up." This they did, and added the 
. Doctor, " As your fault must not go wholly un- 
punished, please to go as far as the four city gates 
of Brunswick, where you will find your wa^;ön 
wheels, and when you return, you shall have the 
pleasure of driving me as far as I please." With a 
a good deal of pains the uiducky boor accomplished 
his task, and after parting from the Doctor,.he took 
special care for the future, never to behave so un- 
civilly as he had done ob this occasion. 
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TaBKB weie some students from Hungary, from Po- 
land, and Eastland, who had become acquainted with 
Doctor Faustan at Wittenberg, and who now be- 
sonnt him to travel with them as far as the Fair of 
Ldpeic, where the; were going to Iodic, about Üiem, 
to make purchases, and to receive certain monies at 
the same. So he consented to msJce one of their so- 
ciety. Upon their aniTal, they proceeded to the uni- 
versity and othei i^aces in the city ; after which as 
they were wandering about the streets, they came to 
a wine vault, where they saw a number of persons 
trying to heave a lai^ vat out of the cellars, which 
they could not do. Doctor Faustus seeing this be- 
gan to laugh heartily and said : " How come you 
to stand gaping at one another there— such a number 
as you are M know a man who could do it all him- 
self, if 1 were to send for him." The workmen, hearing^ 
this, began to wax wroth, and retorted upon him as 
such persons generally do ; not aware at the same 
time to whom they spoke. But the chapman himself 
here stepping forward, said to the Doctor and his 
wMlcmen : " Come, as this is the cause of your dis- 
pute, it may easily be decided. Let the first man 
who can hoist the cask out of the cellar himself, carry 
it away with him for his pains ; it shall be his." Doc- 
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tor Fauatm readily accepted the offer, and setting 
himself astride upon the wine vat, as if it had been 
hia horse, be forthwith mounted out of the cellar, to 
die great aatonishment of the beholders. But the 
chapman was most alarmed, when he thought on the 
terms which he had proposed, as be conceived the 
thing to he quite impossible. The Doctor had tskea 
him at hia word, and he must keep it, for the great 
coDJtuor marched away with his prize, the best part 
of which be pvaented to bis friends, who had many a 
merry bout, and drank the Docb^a health at several 
parties, where the wine circled quickly round. 



DocTOE Faustus dwelt during several years at 
Erfurth, where he lectured at the High School, and 
. met with many adventures ; as there are now living, al 
the time these pages are inditing, a number of persons 
who can testify; who often eat and drank at his 
table, and witnessed many wonderful proofs of his 
power. There too be held claasea to whom he ex- 
pounded the work of the princely Greek poet Homer, 
which describes among other matters of the ten years' 
siege of Troy, (caused by the beautiful Helena) the 
history of the princes and heroes of Greece and Troy ; 
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■uch aa HenelauB, Achilles, Hector, Priam, Alexan- 
der, Ulyswi, AJBx, Agamemnon, and other celebrated 
chieftaina. 

Now all the collegians and other persona to 
wbom he Üiui described the persons and actions of 
the heroes were so greatly delighted, that they longed 
also to behold them, and at last beseeched their pre- 
ceptor, if it were possible, that he would grant them 
■ucb a proof of hi» friendship and good wilL Doctor 
FaustuB heaiing this, gave them to understand, that 
at his next lectin« he would hare no objection to 
summon all such among these deceased heroes, a& 
they more particularly desired to behold. This no- 
tice procured him a very large audience, particulariy 
of the youi^ students and other peo[de of the cityr 
who have a greater curiosity to witness this species of 
sorcery, than to see and to learn any thing that is 
good. At the appointed hour, when the Doctor ap- 
peared and commenced his lecture, he saw a much 
larger audience than usual, or than be could indeed 
have expected, which led him to observe in the mid- 
die of his lecture : " My dear students, as I perceive 
that you aie all intent upon beholding these famous 
warriors of whran our poet thus speaks in his history, 
and desirous to learn how they lived and fared ; yon. 
have only to look towards the door, and your wishes 
will speedily be gratified-" After he had said this, 
in a few moments, in marched a throng of ancient 
heroes in all their panoply of war, advancing towards 
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the lecturer in r^ular order, but casting con- 
temptuous glances on all sides of them, as if indignant 
at what they saw. They were followed by the great 
one-eyed giant Polyphemus, with a loug flaming 
beard, and with a piece of a man in his mouth, a 
sightwhich made the students' hair stand on end, and 
such was their alarm, that they were very nearly 
leaping off their seats and running away. At this 
sight the Doctor burst into a loud lai^h, and called 
over all their names one after another. And, after 
having summoned them to appear in review before 
him, in this manner, he commanded them to take 
themselves off in the same order, which they were 
all compelled to do, except the fierce giant Polyphe- 
mus, with his huge eye flaming out of the ctatxe of 
his head, who still kept his place. He declared that 
he must eat two or three little men before he went, 
which threw all the students who sat near him, into 
an agony of fright, especially when they saw him 
shake bis huge infernal beard, as thick as a weaver's 
beam, npon the ground, a sight which shook the 
whole assembly like an electric shock. But Doctor 
Faustus fixing his eye steadily upon him, beckoned 
with his finger,and the tei-rible giant with many threats 
followed him out of the room. On his return, the 
DoctOT concluded his lecture in a maimer highly gra- 
ti^iiug to the whole audience, who were likewise not 
a Uttle rejoiced at having escaped with the mere 
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flight and anxiety of being eaten up alive, by the 
most dreadful giant whom history ever commemo- 
rated. 



t ton coHiDii* or 



SooM after, beii^ farther promoted to one of the 
professorships in the same univeraity, it became a 
question amoi^. the philosophers, how fur it would 
be useful to make a version of the comedies of 
Teience from the Latin tongue, and to print the 
same in aid of the belles lettres, already established 
for the benefit of youth. For certain it is, these 
comedies shew us a picture of all conditions of man, 
and also of all good and evil characters, whose 
qualities are so particiüarly described that we seem 
to see into each of their hearts. In Uke manner 
their thoughts and sentiments are made as clear to 
us, as if the poet had read them ; and what is more 
we find in what manner the human mind is mould- 
ed, and how it acts with respect to other minds 
and circumstances, all which may be gathered firom 
patient reading. There is no less an account of 
their lives and actions, as we see the same in men to 
this day, though it was written several himdred 
years before the birth of Christ. 
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How much then is it to be lamented tliat these 
excellent comedies to the number of one hundred 
and eight, were bo unluckily wrecked at sea ; a loss 
at which TerentiuB so greatl; bemoaned himself, 
that according to Ausoaius he took to his couch 
and died. A similar mischance is also related of 
Plato, whose writings were not less than those of 
Terence; and were considered as good staadaitl 
bocAu for schools. Because there were at least forty- 
one comedies, all of which perished either by water 

Now Doctor Faustus hearing so much of these 
^conversations, and how greatly these mighty poets 
were regretted, while at the same time he knew more 
upon every subject mentioned by them, than they 
themselves ever did, began to make extracts from 
the lost comedies, which attracting the attention of 
the philosophers, they enquired with great surprize : 
" How is it possible that you come to know what was 
contained in those rare comedies ?" To this he 
answered: "That they were neither drowned nor 
burnt;" and added, " I am now prepared to restore 
all those poetical productions which have long been 
supposed lost, in all their pristine excellence to the 
light." This importaut proposal from the learned 
Doctor Faustus, was submitted to the head pro- 
fessors and rectors of the college, who caused the 
foUowit^ letter to be sent in answer to it. 
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" Sir Doctor Fauitus, 

" The pEoposal forwarded by you to ua Pro- 
fesMTB, is received, but accoidi&g to our coll^;e for- 
mularies we CEinaot make use »f tke same. But a» 
BOoa as you can fumish ns with the copy written iu' 
your own hand, we shall t^iea first examme it; and if 
we find that such poetjcat writing» contain nothing 
detrimental to our Holy Religion^ we shall gladly 
send them to press, and we ourselves inspect the- 
proofs, making the necessary correctisns with onr 
own hands." 

Doctor Faustus, however, on receiving this an- 
swer, no longer thought of prosecutioG; his des^^, 
being quite conscious that the poetical works whidr 
he m^ht subtititute, would be no less injurious tty 
the moral discipline of the students, than to our 
holy religion itself. Insomuch that in this instance,. 
Doctor FauBtus did not succeed in attaining the 
wicked object iriiich he had plainly in view. The 
MSS. which on this occasion he had submitted to 
the learned professors, were copied at his instigation 
by certain notaries and proctors, whose clerks knew 
bow to write the Latin tongue ; and these the Doc- 
tor would have contrived to disseminate through the 
vhoola. 
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At the city of Prague, ia a publican's house kaown 
by the sign of the Anchor, where the Doctor one day 
called as he was upon a tour. Seating himself 
among the travellers, in a short time, he thus ac- 
costed them : " Gendemea, would you like to par- 
take of all kinds of foreign wines In the world?" 
The whole party with one accord, cried out, " yes, 
yes!" " Then will you first like to taste the French, 
Spanish, Rhenish, Malaga, or any other kind?" con- 
tinued he, " whichever you most apjwove." 

Upon this one of the guests esclaimed : " Doc- 
tor Faustusl ! whatever wine you please to furnish. 
Doctor, we shall find some means of disposii^ of." 
Whereupon he begged them to provide him with 
plenty of bottles and glasses, and he would supply 
the rest. This being done, he bored several holes 
through the table, and placing a funnel in each, he 
held the bottles uoder it, and decanted as much wine 
as they would contain. As he laid them down one 
after another, the delighted guests b^^ to laugh 
heartily, and heartily did they regale themselves. 

While thus engaged, the host's son entered the 
room, and said to the Doctor: "Mr. Doctor! your 
horse is run rampant, and is eating yonder as if he 
were stark mad 1 I had rather feed twenty other 
horses than one such as he ; for he has eaten fdmost 
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a manger full of corn, and be is still neighing and 
wincing for more." Doctor Faustus seeii^ tlie fel- 
low's fright, bunt into a loud horse laugh, in which 
all his companions joined. " But you ordered me," 
exclaimed the man, " to give him as much as he 
would have, so I shall e'en go on feeding him though 
he cost you all the oats I have in my house." Where- 
upon the Doctor, ceasing to laugh, replied ; " Nay, do 
not so, for I am sure he must have eaten enough : you 
. may go on feeding him till to-monow before he will have 
done; for my demon Mepbostophiles is s greedy beast." 
AAer a good deal of bantering of the same kind, in 
which the evening passed away, and it was now nearly 
midnight, the Doctor's horse was heard to neigfa so 
sharply, that it was heard through the whole house. 
Then Doctor Faustus said : " Now I must be going, 
and so, my merry gentlemen, I wish you all a very 
good morning, 1 believe." But seeii^ him in so 
good a humour, the guests surrounded him, insisting 
that he would stay a short while longer, and keeping 
fast hold upon him, he consented to beguile another 
hour with them. When this, however, expired, his 
steed began to neigh more shrilly than before ; yet 
still his master sung and drank away another hour at 
the company's request ; after which hearing a still 
louder neighing for the third time, he would tarry no 
longer. So the whole party accompanied him to the 
door; whithei Mepbostophiles was led round from 
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the stable by the host's son, and leaping upon his 
back Doctor Faustua rode at speed away. 

When he had gained a short distance his Bt«ed 
rose with him into the air, at so brisk a pace that he 
was very speedily out of sight. Before break of day 
he had arrived at the city of Erfurth, where he trans- 
acted what buunesB he had in band, and brought the 
most recent tidings from the Imperial courL 



Being now on bis return from Prague, and from the 
Austrian court towards his native place, and having 
likewise received a number of rich presents from dif- 
ferent lords and princes in the Imperial service, the 
Doctor b^an to regret the meny company which be 
had enjoyed at Prague, and which he now wished to 
meet with once mote. To this end be engaged a 
house, and soon invited them to come and take up 
their quarters with him for a while. They came very 
willingly, not only for the purpose of reveUing, but in 
Older to see, if possible, some more amusing sights, 
as it turned out they did. For as they entered 
one after another into the place, they could see 
neither fire, nor smoke, nor signs of eating and drink* 
iug. Still they made no remarks, but were very 
m^ry, thinking to themselves, that the Doctor knew 
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better than they could teach bim, how it behoved 
him to treat his guests. 

So vheo they had all arrived, he entreated them 
not to take it in ill part, but to seat themaelves, whkh 
they did. He then knocked upon the table with his 
knife, and a person made hit appearance, as if he bad 
been his servant, and inquired : " Master, what are 
your commands." Dr. Faustus replied : " Can you 
be handy and quick?" "That cani," said the other, 
*' quick as an arrow out of the bow." " No, no," re- 
torted the Doctor ; " get thee back to tby old post, 
thou wilt not suit my turn !" and the servant went. 

Again he struck the board with his knife, and 
another made his appearance, with the same inquiry 
in his mouth. To him Dr. Faustus said: "Tell me 
now, how swift art thou a foot?" He made answer, 
" Swift as the vrind." " That," replied his master, 
" is ^a pretty sharp pace ; nevertheless it will not do 
for me ; so away with thee back again !" The third 
time Dr. Faustus hit the taUe with his knife; and forth- 
with a third messenger put his head into the room, 
but with an ill surly look. He said: " What want 
you with me V The Doctor answered : " How quick 
may you be?" "Quick as thought," returned the 
other. " Then thou art the right man for me," ex- 
claimed Dr. Faustus, and be rose and left the room 
along with him. He next despatched him with orders 
to bring the best wine. and dainties in the world, and 
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to return quick as thought, in order that he might 
feast his excellent guests. 

The table being spread, the Doctor asked his 
friends if they pleased to wash, aud then seat them- 
selres round. This they did, and instantly the lacquey 
re-appeared with two assistants, who placed nine 
dishes, three and three upon the board, aH of which 
had covers, as was the custom at court. Under them 
were found all kinds of delicate meats, and game, 
with fish, stuffed meats, puffs, pastry, &c. mixed 
with a variety of boHed and roasted in every form, 
and most dehcately drest. There were seven and 
thirty different dishes, besides those Wought for the 
dessert. The plate, and cups and spoons, were in 
abundance ; and whenever the ^ests were about to 
fill their glasses, their host inquired what kind of wine 
or malt liquor they would like. The same was in- 
stantly brought to the dining room window, as fresh 
as if it had just been drawn from the cellar. In order 
to heighten the pleasures of the feast, a variety of 
new tricks were played off, in which one of his attend- 
ants shewed wonderful dexterity, so that it wa« quite 
impossible for any earthly conjuror to cope with him. 
For he could himself carry on a conversation, like a 
whole party, and perform a grand concert of vocal 
and instrumental music, such aS' the flute, the harp, 
and the viol, while no performer was to be seen be- 
sides himself. In a word, there was nothing wanting 
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that couM nerve to enliven the scene. And so amu#- 
ing; did it appear to the Doctor's guests, that they 
kept ap the spirit of the feast until it was clear day- 
light, when each retired to his own dwelling. 



Th£S£ wonderful adventures, and mad tricks made 
the Doctor famous not only throughout Erüirth, but 
through the whole land. On this account many no- 
blemen, and other distinguished personages in the 
neighbourhood began to court his acquaintance in 
the hope of seeing or hearing something entertainii^ 
which they might afterwards relate by way of novelty 
to their triends. For the same reason, the assem- 
Uage of the people became so great, that some were 
anxious lest the young students might give themselves 
up to this dangerous kind of necromancy, as they are 
too apt to be led away by such seductive practices, 
supposing them to be more amusing than dangerous, 
and not aware how neariy they are connected with 
their final salvation. Yet about the same time, 
there were not wanting a few sensible men, who see- 
ing the danger, apf^ed for advice to a certain Doctor 
Einige, belonging to the order of Niiinefieres, bemg 
a man of singular skill, and well acquainted both with 
Doctor Luther and Doctor Lange, who were likewise 
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as weD kuown to Dr. FaustuB. They declared that 
it was their unanimous desire that he would earnestly 
exhort the latter to think of abandooing, while there 
was yet time, that wilful levity, and diabolical prac- 
tice in the black art, which might produce such direful 
consequences ; and even to use severe threats if they 
could perceive that there was any well-founded hope 
of snatching him out of the devil's clutches, like a 
brand from the buroing; if indeed the old tempter 
had not already proved too strong for him. 

So this good monk undertook the task ; and at 
first he spoke very civil and friendly to the Doctor. 
By d^rees he changed his tone, and spoke out right 
bard and strong. He drew a fearful picture of the 
wrath of God, and the eternal damnation which hung 
over him ; for so far he seemed, he said, to have ap- 
prenticed himself to the devil, and to have hardened 
himself in his infernal purposes. He farther said, 
that he koew he was a very learned man, who 
might have stood on a much better footing, both with 
regard to worldly honors and celestial grace; and 
that he oi^;ht still to abandon his wilful levity, through 
which he had been seduced in his youth by the devil 
— a liar and murderer from the first ; and then fall 
down and confess his sins before the throne of heaven, 
prayii:^ incessantly for the blessing of divine grace, 
the doors of which stood ever open, ready to receive 
repentant nnnera into rest. 
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Dr. Faustus listened most attentively to every 
thing that the monlc said ; until he had made a full 
end of bis discourse. Then he made answer : " My 
very good sir! I can. well beUeve, that you have my 
good at heail, and I also well know all that you have 
here stated to me. But I have implicated myself too 
deeply ; I have made a conveyance to the devil, 
which has been ratified with my blood ; that I shall 
be his property, soul and body in perpetuity ; and how 
can I then absolve myself from the penalty of my 
oath ?" The monk answered him : " So be that jqu 
pray and cry unto the Lord for grace; shew true re- 
morse and make expiation — confess all your sins 
before him, in order to gain absolution-^and eva 
afterwards refrain from all species of sorcery, and di- 
abolical communications — you may rely On your future 
safety. Take heed to oppress and injure no one, and 
we will then assist you by offering lip constant masses 
for you in our monasteries, insomueh that you shaU 
soon be brought from under the dominion of the 
devil." " Not so," replied Dr. Faustus ; " once lost 
and always lost! 1 say, sir, my engagements lay too 
strong a hold upon me. I have wilfully despised the 
mercy of the Deity, I became arrc^nt and atheisti- 
' cal, and relied more upon the devil thtm upon my 
Maker. Wherefore it is impossible for me to return 
to him, or diat I caa ever recover the grace which 1 
held in contempt. 
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- " Besides it would not be just nor honorable to have 
it said that I had forfeited my word and oath, even 
to the devil, especially where it had been ratified with 
my own blood, and while he has perfonaed his part 
of the bond to me. I shall therefore give the devil 
his due, and behave as handsomely towards him as I 
can." When the good monk heard these words, he 
grew very indignant, and spoke : " Rush on thy own 
perdition, thou cursed child of the devil, since you 
will not even consent to kt us attempt your salvation 
by force of fast and prayer." After this, the monk 
waited upon the rector of the university, and upon 
the m^^trate, to whom he communicated the whole 
of the Doctor's proceeding, and Doctor Paustus, in 
consequence thereof, was banished from the city of. 
Erfiirth. 



He nest proceeded to the city of Frankfort upon the 
Maine, where his demon Mephostophiles informed him' 
that at a certain hotel, near Jew's street, there were 
four conjurors, who brought lai^ crowds of j>eople t"> 
see them hew aff each other's heads, and adjust them 
^ain as easily as upon a barber's block. DoctoD 
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Faustus was very indignant at hearing this, conceiy- 
ing himBelf to be the greatest mapcian of the age. So 
he hastened to the spot, in order to see them exhibit; 
and there they stood prepared to decapitate one 
another, while one acted as the barber to put them 
into joint again. Beside them was placed a vessel 
containii^ a hquor which they called the stamen ot 
life, and into which the chief conjurer who performed 
the operation, threw a plant called the lily, which 
directly began to blow. Upon this, he seized hold of > 
the second conjuror, and smote off his head, which he 
handed to the surgeon barber, who dipping it in the 
hquor, promptly adjusted it to the bust ; when the 
lily suddenly disappeared. 

In the same manner be operated upon the next, 
and upon the third, both heads being smitten off and 
t^ain glued on in a very few minutes. At length it 
came to the turn of the head conjuror himself, who 
underwent the same operation, at which sight the 
Doctor, being jealous of his great sidll, and the coa- 
temptnous arrogance which he displayed, just as the 
barber was in the act of fitting on the head, ran to 
the table where the vessel stood, and struck ofi* the 
head of the lily, before any one was aware of what he 
was about He then broke the knife to shivers ; a 
sight which threw the rest of the sorcerers into the 
utmost consternation, and they had in v!ua recourse 
to their usual arts for the purpose of rejoining the 
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head of thor gie&t leader. Doctor Faustus thus cut 
him off in the midat of his sins, maliciously cou- 
ngning him to the infernal regions, in order that he 
might experience the same fate as he was himself 
doomed to — a reward such as the devil bestows upon 
his disciples. 

Yet his brother conjurors were at a loss to ac- 
count for the disappearance cJ the lily, the Doctor 
not bemg visible at the time ; so that they still con- 
' tinned fumbling with the old sorcerer's bead, which 
would stick (m in no position. 



There was a very pious neighbour of Doctor Faus- 
tus, an old man, who being concerned to see the 
strange bad company which was always going in and 
out, one day asked the Doctor to take a humble 
meal with him. 

After this, he made him a long and earnest dis- 
course out of Scripture; for which he thanked the 
old man, and took his leave, declaring that be had 
been much edified, and would try as far as possible 
to profit by it, as he began to grow more serious the 
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Dearer his earthly term ap[«Dached its expiration. 
Upon reaching his own house, he rejected deeply on 
the advice he had just heard, fully sensible how fear- 
fully he had implicated both soul and body in the 
snares which had been laid for him, and wholly given 
himself up to the powers of darkness. StUI he re- 
solved to follow the old man's good advice, when just 
as he was thinking of prayer his evil demon appeared, 
and grasping him by the neck as if he would have 
strangled bim, he inquired who had compelled him ' 
to sign himself over, or who had drawn the bond and 
delivered it, but himself? " Did you not swear," con- 
tinued the demon, " to become alike the enemy of God 
and man ; did you not sign the bond with your blood ; 
and yet are you not now thinking of following the 
councils of that doting old man, and' to become a 
good Chrisüan ; when it is to too late ? Know you 
not that you are mine, that 1 may fetch you when- 
soever I will, and I am now come hither to make an 
end of you, unless forthwith you repeat your oath 
anew, and sign your name with your own blood. ' Un- 
less you moreover swear, that you will never permit 
any monk or other Christian to ^d and abet you in 
rebellion against your hege master; — swear this, or 
the nexfmoment, you shall be torn into a thousand 
pieces." Doctor Faustus being greatly terrified,' with- 
out more demurrbg renewed all his promises, and 
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gave a fresh bond si^ed with his blood ; documentä 
which were discovered among the Doctor's other pa- 
pers in his house after his death. 

Alter the deUvery of these fresh deeds, he became 
the good old man's mortal enemy, and persecuted him 
in every way he could. But his Christisnlike deport- 
ment and frequent prayer, along with his holy life, 
defied the power of the Evil One to injure him. On 
the eveniog however, of the second day, as he was 
retiring to rest, the old maa beard strange noises in 
his house, which seemed to follow him into his cham- 
ber, and continued a long while. Aad this was Me- 
phostophiles, who wanted to frighten him to death. 
At length the old man, not a whit afraid, began to 
scoff at the wicked demon, and said ; " Oh, what 
stupid music is that you make there, for 1 think it is 
like that of a proud Angel, who has been driven out of 
Paradise." And with such kind of reproaches, he 
succeeded in driving the demon out of his abode. 
On his return, when the Doctor inquired how he had 
fared with the good old raan ; the disappointed de- 
mon was compelled to answer that he could not suc- 
ceed with him, nor inflict even the least wound, be- 
cause he found him armed (he meant with prayer) ; 
"for which reason he only ridiculed me, which enraged 
me exceedingly, in particular as he reproached me 
with my fall." And in the same manner, the Lord 
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vill take care to protect all chaste aod holy «ort of 
men, who watch and pray, and always put their trust 
in Him. 



At the city of Wittembui^ there resided a certain 
young Etudent, of a noble and ancient family the 
initials of whose name were N. N. Now this young; 
noUeman was deeply in love with a beautiful lady 
alio of high birth, who happened to hare a great 
ntunber of other lovers. Among these were many 
lords of the land, but to none of them would that 
cruel lady grant any return of love. And to none 
did she shew herself so extremely averse, aa to this 
same young lord, who was well acquainted with 
Doctor Faustus, having frequently eaten and drunk 
at his table. Such indeed, was the strength of his love, 
and so great was his disappointment, that he suddenly 
grew toy ill, and pmed himself away almost to no- 
tlting. When Doctor Faustus perceived that this 
noble young gentleman was so sadly sickened as to 
be unable to help himself, he one day asked his de- 
mon Hephostophilea, what it was that could cause 
it, and what be could be piping about ? The demtut 
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ÜkeD related to him the whole affair, upon which the 
Doctor went to visit the poor young gentleman, and 
acquainted him with the source of all his eufferin^, at 
which the unhappy lover shewed great surprise. But 
Doctor FauBtus consoled him, and said that he must 
not take it go much to heart, for that he would prove 
his friend in the matter. Moreover if he would trugt 
in him, that proud lady should fall to the share of no 
one but him, and accept his hand with her own good 
wilL And according as the Doctor promised, so it 
ha{^)ened. Fw by force of enchantment, he softened 
her heart, and made her fall so desperately in love 
whh this young; nobleman, that she wished him never 
to be ont of her sight, and would pay no attention 
to any body dse. Doctor Faustus informed the young 
gentlemtut that he ought to decorate himself in the 
best stae, and go to an assembly where the lady 
would be present, with other young women, all e^er 
to dance, and that he would accompany him. At the 
same time, he gare him a ring, which he told him he 
must slip upon her finger as he was dancing with her ; 
upon feeling the touch of which, she would be sure 
to love and be ctHistanl to him, and no one else. But 
that he would have no need to make any proposal or 
talk of marriage, as she would be sore to introdnce 
the subject herself Before they set off to the ball, 
he sprinkled a few magical drops upon the young 
man's features which improved them, and his whole 
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appearance very surpriBin^y. On their aniral be 
contrived it exactly as the Doctor had diiccted him, 
and upon touching the ring as ahe was dancing with 
her,. the young lady Buddealy felt her heart transfixed 
with Cupid's bolts, and she could not obtaina wink 
of sleep during the whole of that night. Early in 
the morning she sent a message foT him, and de- 
claied the everlasdng love and attachment which ^e 
felt for faim, at the same time offering her hand, if he 
would be her husband. He upon this revealed the 
passionate affection he had so long felt for her, and 
taking her at her woid, the marriage waa shortly 
afterwards sdemnized to the infinite contentment of 
both parties. The young nobleman shewed great 
lespect to the Doctor ever afterwards, and bestowed ' 
many piesenta upon him in consequence. 



Ddkino Christmas time there assembled at the city 
of Wittemburg, a number of young women ; some of 
whom were of distinguished families, and whose sons, 
broüiers, or nephews were students at the University. 
These last being acquainted with Doctor Faustus, 
in Older to enhven the visit of their relatives, besought 
him one and all, to give them his company, which 
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he did. In return he invited seTcral of these young 
noblemen and their female lelatives to feast with him 
at his house, and they SUM^pted his invitation. A» 
they approached hie house they vere sur^Mised to Bee 
that though there was then a heavy snow, the Doc- 
tor's court and garden bore not the least traces of the 
wintry season, but were quite green and blooming, as 
if in the midst of summer. On all sides appeared 
the finest herbs and fruits, and the fresb giaas was 
mtt^persed with a variety of flowers in full blow. 
There was also a beautiful vineyard, abounding with 
dusters of fine ripe grapes, figs, raspberries, and 
abundance of red Provence rosea. They were as 
sweet to the smell as to the eye, and looked so freBh 
and sparkling with the dew, as to raise an exclama- 
tion of wonder and delight. They looked indeed, too 
tempting to be long resisted, but whenever the guests 
ventured to pluck any, that moment instead of find- 
ing a grape or a rose between their fingers, they 
fi)und that they caught hold of their neighbour's nose. 
This always raised a great laugh at their expence, so 
that it was bng before they could resolve to leave the 
Doctor's bouse, such was the entertainment of va- 
rious kinds which they there met with. 
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IHTmiODU, DCaikO TH> TWIIITllTH Tl^m Of BIl TIRN. 

Whzs Doctor FauBtus now be^an to reflect that be 
had already reached the twentieth year of his ea- 
gagement, and that it was fast approaching its tenni- 
natioD, he sat thinking, day by day, how he coidd 
best tnrn the short time which he had left to the nx»t 
[deasant account. With this view, besides his vay 
luxurious mode of Uring, he summoned seren in- 
fernal princesses to attend upon his board and conch; 
each of whom he imagined looked more beautifid 
than the others; and he could haidly express hti 
astonishment on beholding them. Me likewise tra- 
verse a variety of countries with bis familiar demon, 
in order to collect specimens of the most lovely 
women upon earth, among the choicest of whom «as 
one Englishwoman, one Hungarian, two Swabian, 
one French, and two from Italy; whom he valued 
much more highly than the Sultan's whole collection 
which he had seen, or than that of any other great 
, amateur of the age. 



In order that the devil might omit no earthly means 
of holding Doctor Faustus fast to his word, his 
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demon MephoBtophilea discoreied to bim a vanlt in 
tat old rained chapel about half a mile from Wit- 
tembuig, in which there lay concealed a great trea* 
sore. Upcm delvii^ a little below the surface, Faustua 
met with an hmumerable heap of gold and silver 
coins, besides a quantity of diamonda and other pre- 
cious stones, the splendour of which shone as strongly 
npcm. &e eye as a burning torch. When with some 
difficulty be collected them all together, on agein 
inspecting them, he found only a rast heap of cbar- 
coal. At this sight, he swore in the most indignant 
teiinS, and questioning bia demon, declared that he 
was not a man to be thus deceived. Mepbostoi^iles 
smiling requested him only to bear them (o his own 
houSe, where he fonnd they resumed all their priitine 
value and sjJendour. His servant Wagenar proved 
after his master's death that this treasure exceeded 
In value many dozen of guineas. 



DuBiNO the period of his four and twenty years 
engt^;ement, the Doctor bbred for his page a young 
student whom he met with at Wittemburg. He 
had been witness to the whole of his master's pro- 
ceedii^ He was himself an idle varlet, who in- 
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stead of applying to his studies, thought only of 
begging and borrowing, but one with whom no honest 
pec^e wished ta have dealings. 

So this said Wagenar became Dr. Faust's Toriet, 
and conductad himself so much to his liking, that ' 
after having been some time in hia service he was 
inclined to adopt him for a son. And as the time 
of the Doctor's contract was fast drajving to a clo«e, 
he sent for a notary and several students of his ac- 
quaintance. He then left his house, goods, &c, to 
his servant. Item, a sum of 13,000 guilders at 
once. Also an estate, value 8,000. Item, 9,000 
in ready, cash. Item, a laige golden chain, orna- 
mented with a huge diamond, estimated at 3,000 
crowns. Item, the whole of his gold and silver [^te 
received in legacies from different noblemen; and 
in particular what he had broi^ht with him from 
the Pope's and the Sultan's courts, estimated at the 
least at 40,000 guineas. Item, various moveable ar- 
ticles of furniture, &c. which however were not found, 
having been made away with at hotels and other 
houses, where he had been accustomed to feast the 
students. Other particulan of the contents of this 
will, vrill be seen in the following chapter. 
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About three days afterwards Doctor Faustua called 
his servant Wagenar, to whom he promised that 
after his decease he should have a demon to attend 
upon him, and that he should likewise be bound to 
appear in whatever form he might judge best. Where- 
upon his faithfitl servant replied ; " My good sir, 
and father, I think I should like him to appear in 
the shape of a monkey, only much latter than the 
commc»! ape." From this time forth, there daily 
appeared to him a demon exactly of this kind, who 
leaped with incredible celerity upon all his errands, 
teaides playing a variety of odd tricks. Doctor 
FaustuBsaid: "As you know, Wagenar, that my 
demon Mephostophiles will no longer be bound to 
me, this is his successor whom I shall leave with 
you, though he is not to enter your service, or per- 
form any menial offices until after my death, when 
you will no longer see Mephostopliiles. And as 
you will have to bind yourself to him by regular 
conveyance, as I have done to mine, on this account 
you shall call him the Averhaan : (by which name he 
was accordingly known.) I have farther to intreat 
that you will not make known any of my Secret arts, 
gifts, or sorceries, before I shall have departed this 
world. Afterwards, however, you wiU be at liberty 
to collect, arrange, and describe the whole of them 
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ID a r^olar hütory, &n undertakii^ in which your 
demon Averiiaan will assist you, and in such par- 
ticulan aa shBll ha[^n to eacape your vaemixj, he 
will take care to recid them to mind. For the world 
will BAsuiedly require at your hands an account of 
my actionu and adventures ; so look well to it." 

His faithful Wa^nar promised to do so, and to 
fulfil the least of hia last instructions; after which, 
taking him by the hand, he thanked him heartily 
for all the benefits which he had conferred upon him, 
and more especially for having so kindly provided 
for him in his last will and testament. And in short, 
he faithfully promised his excellent master to folbvr 
him in a little vdiile, along with his demon Aveihaan. 



Db> Faust's term was now faster and &ster draw- 
ing towards a close, for he had reached the veiy last 
month of the four and twenty years, on the expi- 
ration of which he was to deliver body and soul into 
the possession of Satan, as it has heretofore been 
stated. About this time he began to grow much 
more uneasy and suspicious, almost like a robber or 
assasün who is fast approachii^ the hoar of his 
execution, and hears his sentence still ringing in his 
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«ars 08 he lies in piisoD. At kagth growing more 
■nxioua, be be|;an to sigh and moan to himself, and 
would frequentiy clasp his hands in agony, insomuch 
that he seemed to be (^uite pining away and despair- 
ing. He was rarely to be seen, and no longer even 
summoned his familiar dem<n to aj^iear, and could 
no loiter bear hi« coDq>aiiy, whereas he had before 
conndeied him as his trusty serrant, whom be &«• 
quently called into his presence. So sorely indeed 
«as he dismayed that he no longer sought to restraiB 
fail diiefid lamentations and fears, hoping that thej 
ought serve as a warning to other wicked and mis- 
guided men; some of which were found written 
down attex his death, as follows : " Acb, ach, ach 1 
idutt a desperate hard fate is mine. O revenge, 
wiath, mercy, grace, what shall I say, whid shall I 
do? to what a bitter destiny am I consigned I <A 
grocious, how fast time flies I Yet what is the use of 
all my vain lamentations ? nothing in aU the wide 
worid can help me. Oh, I am an unlucky man t" 



"Oh, thou unhappy Faustus," he continued, " thou 
most deceived and miserable man ! What a strange un- 
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qafe situation, what a sad dilemma thou art in ! Oh 
Lord, I am goin^, I am going soon, and what a Bad 
death I am going to die, such as no man in the world 
ever died before. Alas for reason, my foolish reason, 
my doubts, my wÜfid speculations aod wicked free will. 
Ah, blind and heedless dolt that I was ! I have sold life, 
body and soul, to eternal dole and wretchedness. Ye 
worldly pleasures, into what a pitiable scrape have ye 
brought me! now the scales are fallen from my 
eyes ! Alas for my mi^uided spirit I what has all 
thy speculations and vast knowledge, both of science 
and the world brought me to at last? Oh, luckless 
wreteh \ Oh my unsteady temper, and wilfid moods ! 
Oh, my disappointed hopes ! but I must not venture 
to think of that. Woe, woe, above all other woe I 
Lamentation like no other lamentation! alas, alas, 
and woe I how in the name of all the saints, shall I 
ever get rid of this devilish anxiety ? where shall I 
hide myself? how shall I keep out of his clutches? 
Nay, it ia foolish to try to fly ; I am already taken I" 
In this manner the luckless Faustus went on com- 
plainii^ both night and day; so that it was with 
great difficulty that he could even speak. 



In the midst of this bis wolid' plight and most tnt- 
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^cal lament, tUe demon MephoBtopbiles once more 
appeared unto his master, Faustus. He advanced 
towards him with a mocking air, and spoke in a most 
contemptuous and ironical tone, as follo'ra : " Since 
you have so well studied the holy scriptures, as to 
know that you ox^ht to have worshipped the Lord 
alone, to have served him only, and loved him with 
all your heart and soul, without turning either to the 
right hand or to the left, and without making to your- 
self any graven images ; and since you hasely turned 
faithless to the duties which he enjoined, fallii^ away 
from him, and haidening yourself in your own evil 
-doings, denying him, and conveying over your own 
soul and body into my charge ; you must now there- 
fore prepare to fulfil your bond. AU that you can do, 
at best, is to console yourself with some such sorry 
aong asthefollowioe;, of which the devil do yon good: 

Hast thou lemoife? be slill. 

Now thoa hut von the vill ; 

The fault Ib all thine own, 

So be thj pBtience shewn. 
You moit joxa smart with {[TiDning bear, 
And to no man speak- void of your despair. 

Ii ia tM late to think of God, 

Who mocks yoD wilh his wrath aod rod. 

Yam luckless lot was yoni own doing. 

Yet now you're loai, you will be ruebg ; 

Fray be more patient and rengn'd. 

And p> to hell with happier nind. 
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" Therefore, my dear Faaatiis," contiiined MephostD- 
philes, " it is not good to go feasting with great loids, 
and dabbling in Üie same dish with the devil. For 
you now see that they smite you upon the cheek, and 
it would have been far better if you had kept at a 
more respectable distance from them ; but your arro- 
gant evil heart earned you away, and you reap a just 
Tecompence> Yes, you despised the knowlei^e yoa 
obtained from scripture, and summoning the devil to 
your assistance, you thought it all very well durii^ 
the last twenty-four years. Yon were simple enoii^ 
to take all for granted that I said, and only smiled 
when the devil winked at you, until by such cajolery, 
he came to hang a bell about your neck, as they do 
round a cat's. 

" The truth is, my dear Faustus, there is no trusting 
to the devil's promises i moreover you iveTe bad in 
grain, and you are no better at last than you were at 
first. You are like the cat too that is fond of mice, 
and food of mice it will remain. Moreover, what is 
it that your overweening pride and arrogance have not 
made you commit ? In all your travels and transac- 
tions, you made boast of the devil's friendship, and 
rejoice to think that he will never desert you, though 
in &ct he is less powerful than an abbot or even a 
monk, as the Lord is supreme over all. The labourer, 
you know, is worthy of his hire; and as you have 
sown, 10 you must reap ; therefore be assured that 
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you will meet with your reward. Lay this my counsd 
and instnicdon to heart, Faustus ; for it ia as true aa 
that you are lost, and may sing to that tune as much 
as you pleEue. 

" Yet you ought not so readily to have trusted in 
the devil, aa you well knew that he was a liar, a de- 
ceiver, and a murderer from the first. You should 
have been a little more cautious in time ; for a gal- 
lows repentance is but an unpleasant thing ; and. you 
cannM even pray for repentance before you swing. 

" But he who will let lodgings to the devil, must 
make his acconnt in having a sharper for his guest ; 
for truly there is required more for the dance than a 
red pair of shoes. Had you kept the laws of Heaven 
before your eyes, and put your talent out to good iik- 
tereat, you would not have needed to dance the sort 
of minuet which yon must now learn, and become 
■port for the devil. He that will deal, however, with 
bim, has needs to drive a hard bargain, and is then 
even sure to come off with the worst You hav« 
signed away your soul with your own blood ; without 
heed of Heaven oi of yourself." 

After the demon, Mephostophilea, had long tor- 
mented the unhappy Doctor in this maimer, he as 
suddenly disappeared, consigning him over to his own 
inexpressible wretchedness, trouble, and despair. . 
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The whole tweaty-four years aswgued m the-bond, 
were now quite expired. During the last week of bis 
tenn, the demon, Mephosto^^iles, again made his ap- 
pearance. In his hand he held the fatal deed. of 
conveyance signed in the Doctor's own blood, and 
bidding it up, he said, that his master, the devi], . 
wonld himself come in the course of the next day to 
fetch his debtor's body, and that he must therefore bold 
himself in readiness. Doctor Faustus ceased not to 
whine and moan during the whole of the ensuing 
night, whereupon bis demon again came to him and 
spoke: " Why, dear Faustus, all this complaining; 
what avails such pusillanimity ; knew you not that 
your life and soul were long since forfeited, and that 
at all events you must die once, though you had yet 
-an t^ to live- Besides, tha^ Turks and Jews, and 
other nnchnBtian kings and heathens must all die, and 
be condemned everiastingjy as well as you. Come, 
take courage, it will perhaps not be quite so bad as 
-you imagine ; and the devQ has promised that yuu 
shall still keep your life and soul to be held under 
his lease and sway." - With such comfrat <did his de- 
mon Mephostophiles strive to cheer his master ; but 
it was false as it was hollow, and quite at variance 
with the holy scriptures. And the Doctor saw clearly 
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enough that the ooly manner left of paying off the 
account agiainat bim, was with hia own neck ; for had 
not his demon declared that the de»il himself would 
come to fetch him, even the next night ? 
' For this reasoa he resolved to send tidings to 
- those tuaBters, students, and other boon companions 
with whom he bad kept company, and intreat that 
they would be' pleased to join him in a pleasure party, 
as far as the village of Himlig, about half a mile 
from Witten\bui^, where he proposed that they should 
Bup together. To this invitation they replied, that 
they would willingly assemble for that purpose; and 
accordingly a sumptuous feast was ordered to be 
in readiness, with abundance of delicacies and wines. ' 

When they met, the Doctor seemed to welcome 
his friends in great good spirits, but his heart was in- 
wardly heavy and sad. He bade them, however, to 
be seated, and to enjoy themselves that evening along 
mtb him, as well as remain there tiie whole of that 
night, as he had some important business on which 
to consult them. They promised, and sat down to 
feast with him ; on the conclusion of which, as they 
were about to take a farewell glass, and Dr. Faustus 
had setded the score, he begged the students to re- 
tire into another room with hini, as he had something 
rather particular to commtmicate to them. So he 
shewed them into another chamber, and then began 
to address them as follows. 
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" Mt very loving and graciouB young lords and 
masters ! hear the cause for which I hare snmmoaed 
you togeth^: namely, that which during many years 
you are acquainted with, as to what kind of a maa. 
I hare been, expert in what kind of arta and soT' 
ceries, only to be acquired under the tuition of llie 
devil, to which devilish indination and pursuits I 
have been brought by keeping bad company, and aH 
sort of dissipation counected with such society, ia 
which also I have acted the chief part. This, my 
dear young gentlemen, comes of walking according 
to OUT wicked flesh and blood, our own impious and 
abandoned will, and giving way to those speculaiing 
and diabolical thoughts, which at length led me to 
consign myself over to Satan, after the expiraticm of 
four and twenty years, both with life and soul. 

" Now the said years are already arrived at an 
end even this very evening, so that my last sands an 
running quickly out before my eyes, when he will 
come to claim me upon the strength of my hoitd 
signed with my own blood for life and soul, which 
I have twice over conveyed to him. Wherefore, my 
dear masters, I have thus affectionately intreated of 
yon to come and be present at my latter end, and to 
take St. Jan's departing glass with me, whüe at the 
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same time you will please to Iceep secret my depar- 
tuT« hence. I would likewise require of you, my 
gracious young masters, to salute on my part my 
other friends and acquaintance, assuring them of my 
rery brotherly regard for them, that they may so too 
regard my memory, kindly and not reproachfully, 
soliciting their foi^iveness in every thing where I 
may ^^sve come short or o&ended them. In n- 
gard to my most wonderful adventures and per- 
formances during the space of twenty-four yeajrs, such 
will be found alter my catastrophe accurately recorded 
and described in my own house. And now let my 
cruel approaching end, serve as a faithful mirror to 
you, my young gentlemen and masters all, that you 
may keep the commandments of the Lord in view, 
and love and pray to him as becomes you to do ; to 
pray, 1 say, that he wilt please to protect you from 
the devil's wiles and guiles, upholding you that none 
may fäll away from him, as I, poor impious damned 
man, have so sadly done, denying the cross, the sa- 
craments of our Saviour, and even the Supreme 
Ruler of the world himself. Be cautiotis also how 
you a^e led astray by bad company as I have been, 
but go constantly to church, and manfully resist the 
devil with a firm faith in Christ, leadit^ an upr^ht 
and godly life, to the edification of all your neigh- 
bours. 
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" Finally, it is my earnest prayer that yoa will all 
go to bed, and try to sleep as usual. Moreover you 
must not alarm yourseWes, whatever kind of rout and 
uproar you may happen to hear, as you may rest as* 
sured that you will receive no degree of injury. . Do 
not even attempt to rise ; for it can do no manner of 
good, aiid if you should find my dead body in the 
morning, please to inter it speedily without any cere- 
mony inasmuch as I die a base and unchristian 
death. Yea, I die like a most unchristian 'wretch, 
feeling only a sort of sham repentance, and not pos- 
sessing faith half sufficient to inspire me with sincere 
prayer ; besides knowing that the devil will have my 
life, which indeed I would freely resign to him, if I 
could by any means contrive to preserve my soul. I 
have only once more to intreat that you will make 
yourselves easy, and retire to rest ; therefore I widi 
you a very good ni^t ; — but for me, alas, a very bad 
and frightful one." 

' This explanation was made by Doctor Faustus 
with a free and resolute air, in order not to alarm or 
cast down the spirits of his iriends, who however 
could not sufBciently express their surprize and con- 
sternation at his having carried matters to such a 
pitch. For they had never conceived him capable of 
such excessive fool-hardiness, as to venture life and 
soul in pursuit of his vain sorceries and speculations. 
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On äiis account, having a sincere regard for hhni 
they began one and all to lament ovei his hard fate, 
and they said : " Alas, dear FaiistuH, mto what a cursed 
dilemma you have brought yourself! and aU by keep- 
ing the matter so long secret : why did you not unfold 
it to us ? Ah, we would soon have rescued you from 
all his infernal snares, with the help of our learned 
divines and other doctors ; but now it is all too la.te, 
you are too deeply inveigled, both life and soul." 

Doctor FaustuB made answer ; " Reveal the Uls- 
ter, dear friends, I dared not, though believe me, I 
was often on the point of doing so, wishing much to 
consult you, and to retrace my evil steps and do 
penance for my sins. But I was seduced from one 
kmd of sorcery to another, and whenever I made 
good resolutions to repent, that great Satan forthwith 
made his appearance, as he will again do this very 
night, and threatening me always swd : I will make 
an end of you, I will tear you piecemeal the moment 
you talk of turning to heaven for help." Upon hear- 
ing this, the students replied that as there was plainly 
no other help for him, he ought forthwith to cry out 
witb all his strength and heartily to the Lend, and to 
his dearly beloved son Jesus Christ, praying for the 
remission of his sins, in which good office they would 
gladly join him, and cry " Alas, alas, be merciful unto 
me, poor sinner 1 and bring me notnnto judgment, 
for too well I know that I cannot stand before it 
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What thou^ tbe devil may come and claim tliis my 
mortal body, it is only thon irho canet defend and 
protect the immortal eoul." 

Doctor Fanstas admitted the wiadom of thia 
mearaie, and that he ought not for an instant to 
cease to pray ; but at the game üiat he could not go 
through with it, as it happened alao ta Qain who saidi 
that hU sins were too great to be foi^ven; and the 
Doctor could not help exdaiming within himself, 
that he was bound by his own bonds, and had canied 
matten too far to retreat. 

So the students were at leogtb coiapelled to take 
leave of the unhappy maslei Fauitns, which they 
did with itiany tears, all retiring to the same chamber 
and leaving the Doctor by himself. They retired 
to bed as they had been directed, but not <»ie of 
them could close his eyes ; for they lay waiting fear- 
fully anxious for the catastrophe. 

This happen^ between twelve and one o'clock 
the same night. First, there was heard a high wind 
which blew round all quarters of the house, as if it 
would have carried it from its foundations, at which 
the students leaped out of bed in great alarm. But 
they veotured not out of the chamber, striving to en- 
courage each other, but the terrified host himself 
actually leEq>ed out of his own house into one next 
adjoining. The students' chamber was next to th^ 
of Faustui, and they could plainly hear a grievous 
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[Hping, hissing and vfalnlng, just as if the house were 
full of snakes, and other poisonous reptiles. Next 
they heard the Doctor's room-door give way, upoa 
which repeated cries of help, help 1 were uttered in 
a half drowned voice, which grew fainter and fainter. 
Soon, however, all was still and silent as before. 
When at lei^^ it bec(»ne broad day, the students 
who had never closed their eyes during the whole of 
that fearful n^t, went in a body into the Doctor's 
chamber. But there he was no loiter to be seai, 
thou|^ they found different parts of it sprinkled with 
bis blood, and traces of his brains were also seen 
upon the walls, as if aAer wringing his neck round, 
the devil had dashed his head from one sideof the roou) 
to the other. His eyes too appeared to have bianed 
from their sockets, and a solitary tooth was found 
lying here and there, which furnished a cruel epecta^ 
cie indeed. Seeing all these symbols of his fate, the 
students began to weep and lament him afresh, and 
nothing was heard for some time but their ming^ 
moans and si^. 

At length after a long and weary search, they 
finmd his corpse lying at a distance Itom the house, 
sadly mutilated and disfigured, in particular aboot 
the face. The foresaid students and masters who 
had been {Keient at his departure, after interring his 
body in tlie same village, again returned with heavy 
hearte to Wittembn^. First, they went to Doctor 
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Faus^B house, vbere they found his seirant Wage- 
nat, «ho was greatly grieved and aniioug also about 
his master's death. There too they discovered this 
his own history drawit up and described, in the thiid 
person, by. the Doctor's own hand, as aheady stated, 
vrith the exception of the account of his final depar- 
ture and end ; which was added by the said masters 
and students, thoi^h the whole woric was arranged 
and remodelled by his servant Wagenar, so as to 
form a new book. On the same day, likewise, the 
figure of the . eiichanted Helena, whose beauty the 
Doctor had conjured up fiom the shades to give zest 
to his earthly pleasures, t^ain vanished from the 
earth. And long afterwards the strange noises and 
disturbances which were heard at all houis in the 
house where he had lived, prevented any one frtaa 
residing in it. Moreover Doctor Faustus himself ap- 
pealed to his faithful Wagenar in the night, and 
then communicated a number of secret and abstruse 
matters, and he was seen out of the windows often 
reading to a late hour. 

In this manner here ends the history of the fii- 
mous Doctoc Faust's sorceries, from which each and 
■ every, good ChristiEUi may reap instruction, and more 
spedally such as may happen to be of a like bold and 
arrogant mood. From him let them take examine, 
and learn to fear the Lord their maker; to avoid all 
manner of sorcery and conjurations, also speculating 
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too deeply in matters where the deril ia always eager 
to take advantage of the weakness and short sighted- 
ness of man. In tine, to avoid having any hand in 
ifia works, which the Lord's commandment has strictly 
forbidden ; never to invite or entertain him as a guest, 
and give ear to his false flatteries, as Doctor Faustus 
uiihf4)pil; did. Holding up his sad fate as in a mir- 
ror, let every Christian, instead of slipping his neck 
into the noose as he did, and thus consigning over 
his own soul to the false Tempter, keep his eye steadily 
fixed upon heaven, and honor, love and worship, its 
supreme Ruler, with all his mind, with all his heart, 
and with all his soul. 

On the other hand he shall as earnestly forsake 
and eschew all the evil works and influence of the 
devil, so that through the Redeemer, he may ohtatn 
his own eternal salvation, to be secured only through 
his suffrage and death. Such a portion I wish may 
be the reward of every Christian from the very bottom 
of my heart. — Amen. 
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